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PREFACE. 

The Disservice to any branA of Leaning, 
Tehm Persons of skill depretiate the most froi 
per Books for obtaining a Knowledge in it. The 
Bodleian MS. does not contain the genuine Robert 
of GUmceater. §. i. The Cariosity of Mr, Keek. 
IJie great use of Bobert of Gloucester in the Stu^(^ 
the old Saxon Tpngue: His value upon other ac- 
counts, 'SOCfitfill ^ sajne ivUh the Saxon Bupj* 
frail. 'BrUI an ancient Bur^, aadi» maJtingOM 

hut 'Sutsg ipni or 'Bucsb onttjeipfli. f n. 

Robert of Gloucester's following G^ry ofMonr 
mouth in the JirA Part qf his Work, no good Ob* 
jection against his His^ry. The nature of the an- 
dent 0aKTn^ to be ^hered from an old RoO 
in the Hands of Mr. Graves. The old use qf 
Jloms instead of Caps. Several remarkdbU 
Partictdars rdating to some qf our old EngUA 
BUdes. Tlie Curiosity qf the NurmU>erg Ckro- 
vicie. f III, Ferdioattdo Pulton, the great LaO' 
A 3 i/er. 
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yer^ a Cambridge, and not an Ojfard,1Friter. $ iv. 
Smriething peculiar in the Copy qf the Nuremberg 
^ranide in THniify College Library at Cambridge^ 
thM J have nU^ met wtkin any other. Thejlrstp 
find not the second, E^ditim of HoUingshede^s Chro^ 
mdcj' He true genuine Work qf the Author. §. t. 
M^ things in Robert of Gloucester, thatproperfy 
belong to the Business qf an Antiquary. In the Saxon 
Times the Princes, and other great Personages^ did 
not use to be buried at their Palaces, but at Religi- 
ous Houses. Cosham in Wiltshire very famous for^ 
fnerfy. The Coffin latebf found there belong' d ta 
^omefiie Gentleman since the Conquest. Tlie Knife 
pnth which Edward the Martyr was kill'd,preserv'd 
fit Caversham in the time qf Robert of Gloucester, 
Three kinds of Churches formerly. $. Vi. Robert of 
Qloucester^s Account qf the Conflict between the 
Scholars and Townsmen of Qjcford^ in the time of 
ffenry ill, very remarkable in all it*s Circum- 
stances. $. Tii. Which tho* it be published by Mr, 
Wood, yet he seems to have had it from second 
hand. The |KHr(lD^9 mentioned in that Account, 

i$,probabfy, the same with tOJatOnVSLttt' WM- 
ton (DQen the oldest Well qf note about Oxford. 
St. Edward's Well by St. Clements, older than the 
old Well from which St. Crosse's Parish, in the 
Suburbs qf Ojford, was called Holywell. 77/^ 
respect formerly paid to Wells, which occasioned 
Ifyun^ions against the Worship oftliem. $. viii. 
Our Author^e Poetry agreeMe to the Genius 
9f hif 4gis^ and his regard to trutfy in his 

Rhythmx 
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Mkythms, amwers the Custom of the Pythagoreans 
and MBritains. §. ix. He hath continued too 
long hid/rom the World. The value of the Harlof^ 
an MS. which is followed in Ike Edition, that we 
now set fortfi. TheLar^uage, aewellastheWort^ 
altered in the MS. of the Heralds 0^,andtbat Ay 
one who lived in the time qfHen. YI. $. z: Who, 
however, is pleased to conceal his Name, as he doea 
also that of Bobert of Gloucester. A Rhythmical Ac- 
count qfthe Kings of England at the end qfhisMS. 
which is here likewise printed. {. xu But theee 
Rhfthms are much shorter than those of Robert qf 
Gloucester y as are likewise thme in this MS. that 
relate to K.Richard \. {.xii. The Autharqfwhkh 
Rhythms about Richard I. seems to have been Robert 
ofBrunne. §. xiii. This Robert ofBrunne the same 
with Stowe*s Robert Brune. Stowewas certainly 
the Author of the Fragments, that I have printed 
inHeming. Stowe's Honesty, and the value qf Itis 
Chronicle. A very remarkable Passive out tfRo^ 
bert ofRrunne's Chronicle, together with the same as 
it occurrs in Stowe. %. xir. Instead qf the onomf^ 
mous fabulous Rhythms upon Richard L / have m» 
serted the genuine ones qf Robert qf Gloucester ^ in a 
Continuation of the Harleyan MS. from the Cotto^ 
nian Library. J. xv. The Harleyan MS. perfect, 
tho* it comes nothing near so low as that of the Cot^ 
Ionian Library. One Leaf at least, is wanting in 
the Cottoman MS. $ . x v i. Our Author seems to have 
dyed in the Beginning ofEdw. the First's Reign, 

A 4 ffinh 
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Himself gtoes an express Testimom/ of the Time in 
which lie flourished. §. xvii. Which, however, is 
pass'd over by one, who endeavoured to settle his Age 
from Proofs extracted from his Chronicle. §. xTiii. 
Our Author rightly observes the vast disproportion 
^hat there xvas between the pious Acts ofK. Edward 
tlw Confessor, and the first K. Edward after the 
Conquest. Interpolations are to be look'd upon as 
Redundancies, not as Perfections, in old MSS. 
§. XIX. Mr. Thomas Britton, tlie famous Small-- 
Coal Man, seems to have had a MS. of Robert of 
Gloucester. Tlie learned Mr. Thomas Allen had 
two MSS. of him, one of which came to the Bod- 
Irian Library, the other to some unknown Hands. 
§. XX. Mr. Selden and Mr. Wood had a right 
notion of the Age of our Author, who ought to be 
reckoned among the Oxfbrd Writers. §. xxi. Our 
Author seems to have resided in Oxford in an old 
House on the West side of Stockwett Street. §.xxii. 
Tilt strange mistake of Mr. Weever, with regard 
to the Age of Robert of Gloucester. §. xxiii. Ro- 
bert ofBrunne^s true Sirname was Manning. But 
the true Sirname of Robert of Gloucester does not 
occur. J. XXI Y. The Name of Robert Moille in^ 
serted at random, as it seems, in the MS. of the 
Heralds Office. That MS. concludes with some 
Verses that are not in Caxton. §. xxv. This 
Work is a great Curiosity. The Reproach in neg^ 
L'Cting the black Letter. §. xxvi. 
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PREFACE. u 

fcT cannot but be of Th» Kwerrlce to 
I great Disservice to I^nrin^ wben 
I any braDcb of Learn- Penom of skill 
I , , , _ depretiate the most 

I IDg, when such Per- proper Books for 

f soni, as are fam'd for j>w»>i''i^ t^^'SZ' 

,.,,.. ledge In It. Tb« 

their skill in it, take all opportuoities Bodldu-MS. doei 
of dcpretiatiog those Books, that are "*" . <=*>5j"J» J^ 

r "9 ' genQine Robert of 

the most proper Helps for obtaining a Gloucester. 
Knowledge in it. Among such I may, there- 
fore, deservedly reckon those, that decry, and 
speak gainst. Robert of Gloucester's Chro- 
nicle, as if the Fragments, that have been 
occasionally published of him by some of our 
greatest Antiquaries, were sufficient satisfac- 
tion to any one, that is curious. We may fro- 
tdHy (saith ' the Compiler of the English 
Historical Library) bring in aUo Robert of 
Gloucester, for another of hi» [Mat. Paris'g] 
Coittemporaries, since Archbishop * Usher and 
' Mr. Camdeo are both positive, that he Un'd 
tome TinK in the Reign of King Henry Hie 
TMrd. His Rhyming Chronide is in * English ; 
and the Reader may have a Taste of it, (ai 
much, it may be, as ever he'U desire) either from 
^ Mr. Selden, or ' Mr. Wood. ButI know sever- 
ral curious Persons, that are so far from be- 



■ Ed. fol. p. 62. *Hiat. i Cott. Caligula A. 11. > 7V- 
Eccles. Brit. p. 39. * Re. tits qfHon. p. 53S. « Hilt 
pain$, p. m. R. « Bibl. | & Antiq.Oxon.Pftr.I.p.US* 
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ing satiated with the published Fragments^ that 
the more they hare read them, the more earnestly 
they haye desired and wish'd to see the whole 
Work. And tho' I ought not to be reckoned 
among such curious Persons, yet I can testify 
thus much for my self, tbat, when I first saw a 
MS. of this Author (which was when I was 
even a young Undergraduate ) in the Bodleian 
Library, being one of the first MSS. I ever per- 
used there, I was wonderfully delighted with 
it, and could not but often signify, that I was not 
at all pleased with those, that insinuated, that 
there was enough of him already published to 
gratify any curious Reader, Nor can I at all 
think, that my late ingenious and learned Friend 
Robert Keck, Esq. ( who was formerly Gentle* 
man-Commoner of University College, and died' 
in the Year 1719. ) repented the Charges he 
had been at, in having the said Bodleian 
MS. transcribed, for any other reason, than 
because be found, that it was a very im* 
perfect MS. aad did not contain the genuine 
Robert of Gloucester, which he might have 
met with in the Cottonian Library, as he was, 
without doubt, afterwards fully apprized of 
by his Friends. 



' Coll. nostr. MSS. Vol. 84. p. 7, «. 
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$.11. Indeed Mr* Keck was a young The Corioiity of 
Gentleman extremely inquisitiTe after great iM^f Robert 
Books in old Enfflisb^ and the nearer oi Gloucester in 

, , ^ 1 the Study of the 

they were to the Conquest, so much old Saxon Tongue, 
the better pleased he was with them. Hb ralne upon 

— - other acoounttf 

For which reason 'tis no wonder^ that votstaR the 



he should seyeral times express a irreat ^^ *^„ Swon 
UissatisfacCion, when he understood^ an andent Burgh, 
that, afler all his Charges, he had not J^{ " J^«*« «_[jj 
l^t either an intire, or an authentick or Jkit0 m ^ 
Hobert of Gloucester. He had a design ^* 
either of publishing this old Historian himself, 
pr, at least, of assisting some body else in the 
publication of him ; which could not but, there* 
fore, make him the more concerned, that his 
Copy was not of better Authority^ He knew 
perfectly well, that such old English Books are 
of wonderful use in acquiring a knowledge in 
the Saxon Tongue, which continued to be spoke 
(tho' with great Alteratiops) j^ Robert of 
Gloucester's time ', and many Icears after, and 
it b^an to be most of all disused, when 
Geffry Chaucer undertook to refine (as they 
termed it ) the Language. But now of all Books 
pf this kind, I know none hardly so yaluable 
iu this Cbronicle of Robert of Gloucester, and 
upon that account, were there- no other rea- 
son, it is yery proper to be read oyer and con« 
•idered by all such as are willing to be acquaint- 



rrw" 



' See page Mi. of this ChfOQ, 
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ed with the old Saxoo Tongue, a 

which eyea the Tulgar are Terj fond of tmlkii^ 

of, though they are pcrfectlj ignorant of it; 

io so much that I have known tome of the 

Country Common People shew an unusnml Plea- 

iure, when they have seen so much as the old 

Saxon Letters. And 'tis with great Attention 

that they will listen to the Derivation of Plncea 

from the Saxon Tongue. The People of "BflC- 

ffan in Buckinghamshire are mightily plena'4» 

when any one tells them, that OSOtftdl is the 

same with the Saxon Bupj-fcall, which signifies 

c Seal an the side of an IliU, which exactly an- 

swerstothis Place." Bupj-yxal." (saith Mr.Som- 

ner- ) '' ciivus. a little W ^tttm anptMitt 
«* baflneD: aftatontbecoeotpftcfiofanlinitai 

'' tbat at Whitstable fn Kent COllCD BorsUU." 
and this account of Buji^ -frail, pleascth them 
the better, when they hear, that these Words 
in the 33^. terse of the tiii<>>. Chapter of St 
Luke, Tlien went the decUs out of the man, and 
entred into the supine: and the herd ran vtalaOfy 
down a steep place into the lake, and were ehoak'd^ 
are thus read in that which is called WickliPa 
Translation \ ^ fo ]>t ntWMfi tUCnten OUt ftQ K 

mam 9 enttfitc f n to yt nopn, s tDft' a bftte H 
floK toente QeeUpttB f n to ye pool.s toajB Btenc^ 

il>4 The Expression iDftl^ a WttC here is the 

■Saxon Diet. voc. Hupj- I penes me. Vide infra inGlot^ 
fta!. * MS. opt. membran. | sario, p. 728* 

samo 



PREFACE. xin 

same with the Vulgar Latin impetu, and theSaxoa 
jiaspe, (whence our common Word Race) and 
answers very well to any Place situated at the 
side of an Hill. Upon hearing this Derivation 
of Borstall, the Inhabitants look upon the 
story of it's being called so from a wild Boar 
kiird by Nigellus in the Forest of Bemwood 
( on the Edge of which Borstall is placed ) to 
be as weak^ as the ascribing the Song of the 
Boar's Head by some to a wild Boar^ that 
was kiird^ I know not when« by a.Tabarder in 
Shottover Wood, whereas^ on the contrary, the 
Song was so far formerly from being sung only ia 
one Place, that it was a Christmass Carol all oyer 
England, the Boar's Head being an ancient Dish, 
and much in vogue at that Season^ being much 
admired by even the greatest Princes, in so 
much that it was brought up by K. Henry I. 
' with Trumpets beforehis Son, whenhis said Son 
was crown'd. But tho' the Inhabitants of 
Borstall are much pleased to hear, that Borstal!" 
is the same with the Saxon Bup^-prall^yet their 

Neighbours, the Inhabitants of 03tfll> are as 
much displeas'd with those, that detract from 
the Antiquity of 03tfi[I, and will not allow it to 
be an ancient Burgh, and to be the same as 

"Bmglb Wi or "Bm^ on m |)ai which ne. 

vertheless is plain enough to any one that con« 
siders either the Situation of the Place* or the. 



' Vid* Ed. aottr. Guil. Nettbrigensis, p. 744. 

Coyns 
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Cojns that have been fouod there and fhert« 

aboutr, some of which I have leen my self. Mr« 

Camden had well weighed this matter, and 

therefore he very clearly established this No* 

lion of it's being an old Burgh. HaC tola [val-* 

lisj ( saith he ' ) fere campeOrts M, nolo Uem argOr 

taceo, tenaci, 4r ficcmdo, pabiUoiU praUs immmeroB 

aoium gr^BB pmdt, quorum nuMa, t^ tmutuima 

twBem db AdaticU U9que gentOms ewpetu ntu r. Sed 

mfhfUnudafUdad (kciduum latu$, tM prater alia$ 

Bemewood, drcaqUamanMi ChrUtonato dcccc- 

xiiii« Dmarumfiirar impMMiki BarM^ tmmque 

forte concidU Burgus tUe a$Mquu9, MtRammi inM* 

ftti imenti teetanMt, qui posted regta erat vOla Ed^ 

vknrdi Cartfessoris. Mmc mUempagu$ ett rusttamp 

% pro Buri-hill, Brill contractlile oppdUmL Thus 

this great Man> whose words are of better An* 

thority with the Inhabitants and others^ than 

those of any more illiterate and iiyudicious 

Writers, especially such as derive the Name 

from Bryers and Thorns^ ( from which they also 

derive ^tttCttt Abbey, when, on the eentrary, 

it was so denominated from the Brutm, Bourn, 

Bupn or Byjma, there) an Etymology that is 

more weak, than that of the very learned Jit. 

Bkinner, who thinks * it was so called from Burrs' 

growing at the Place. OBtfll^ inCom. Bucks (so 

he writes) coitfr. d "BlItt'lKIl ^^ ^ Lappts,qu£ 

ibtfirequentes cre9cuni. It's having^been a Royal 

> Brit. p. i79« Ed. M. *Et7wl.I>ict " 

^ Vill 
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y ill of Edward the Confessor had heen suffi- 
cient to have stil'd it a Burgh, were there no^ 
thing else to rely on. Such Vills in those times 
werecommonly call'd O3ttCBi^0* Whence 'tis, that 
nwiAM in St. Luke ' is translated buphja in the 
Saium, castdla in the Tulgar Latin, and (aSCl0 
in that which is termed Wickliflf s Version. As 
there was, doubtless, a Castle or Fortification 
at Brill^ so the Place had a greater right than 
otherwise to the Title of a Burgh. And as here 
was also a Market, so, withall, it might haye 
been caird ftjiaere^ such as are mentioned in St. 
Luke, where * for greetinga in the Markets the 
Saxon hath ^ecinja on frjiatum^andWickliff 
fidntllCfmnUS fn tfitfynS^ Mr. Somner, in his 
Saxon Dictionary, hath noted, that prjiarte si-' 

gnifieth sometimes Q tnfltllCt»pl8Cf9 having an 
eye, I suppose, partly upon what occurrs in the 
Saxon Version of the New Testament, and 
partly upon what he had met with in other old 
Saxon Monuments. I do not know but %tttttr 
ICp in Berks was so call'd, not only because the 
Ikenild ' street or way pass'd by or through 
that Place, but as it was formerly a Market 
Town. Now since the Chronicle, I haye here 
published, is vo yery usefuU for understanding 
Saxon, what but Prejudice, or some other bad 
Quality, could induce any one of skill in this 
Tongue to speak against, and endeayour to 



WWMMMMMia[^a«M^B^PMi«i^ 



^DLe. ^IX.4I. * Vide Ed. BOitr. ChD. Nstbr. p. 73i7. 
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io which there are te?eral odd wooden Cuttf, 
that represent the Habits in use in Hen. the 
Eighth's time. The Picture of the Pit, intq 
which they cast Joseph, is made to be a sort 
of Stone Fountain. In the Picture of Ahasue* 
ru8*s Feast is a Horn for a Cup, agreeable to 
the old way of drinking at great Feasts. Bac- 
chus ' used to quaff and carowse in an Horn- 
Hence NonnUS, KaJ xipms ayxuKoif 1ix« /3<>^ Se^oy. 

He Jiad an Horn crooked, for a Cup ; which was, 
saith the Scholiast of Nicander, an ancient Cu- 
stom. 0» ot^aToi xipanv cx^oAvn) h tS vo^ei^ avri »o« 
rr^plan* o^cv xai ro xepitrou li^roi. JJiC anciCfltS in 

their Carowsings used Horns, instead of Cups : and 
thence, to pour out, or to mingle Wine, is called ce- 
rasai, of ceras an horn. 

"ils ip€L (pumffaffat ^i vol^Qjiks r^m^M^ 
^Ay^poolfis wK'h9%9CL* iUpxcat ^e VExro^c pv6poiff 

saith Homer ^ Upon which the Scholiast ob- 
serves thus: K6/jaj(T£ Se VExra^.J 'Sint evix'^sif awl to» 
dpyjxlxs ffi/wiSfi/ai* iU xipxs yap Byy^ovnt fwivov. 'Tis 

no wonder, therefore, that upon the Jollities on 
the first of May formerly the Custom of blow- 
ing with, and drinking in. Horns so much pre- 
vail'd, which tbo' it be now generally disused, 
yet the Custom of blowing them prevails, at 
that season, even to this day, at Oxford, to 
remind people of the pleasantness of that part 



> See Mountague's Diatribe 
against Selden's History of 



Tythes, p. 559. *0dy8s. E. 
92,93. 
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of the Year^ which ought. to create Mirth and 
Gayetjj such as is sketched out in some old Books 
of Offices, such as the Pr^Ct Of dalfjESbUtp. 
printed at Rouen 1551. 8^^ of which I have 
a Copy by me (and 'tis a most rare thing) given 
me by Mr. Grayes, fairer and more perfect than 
that of another (viz. a later) Edition in Balliol 
College Library. But tho' I have taken so 
much pleasure in perusing the English Bible of 
the Year 154L yet 'tis nothing equal to what 
I should take in turning over that of the Year 
1539. (an Edition that Selden made great use 
of, as he did also of other old Editions of the 
Bible in English, incorapilinghisWork intit'Ied, 
De Stffiedriis veterum Ehr^orvm ) which they have 
in St. John's College Library in Cambridge, ia 
reference to which my learned Friend, the Reve- 
rend Mr. Thomas Baker of that College writes ^ 
to me thus': ^^ We have. such a Bible as you 
*' describe (a very noble Book) printed on Vel- 
'' lum, and imbellished with Cuts that are II- 
'^ luminated, the Leaves gilt, and the Cover im- 
'' host with Brass : but it is printed in the ll!^ar 
'' 1539. as appears from the Conclusion, thus^ 

The ende of the New Testament and of tlie whole 
Byble.fynishedinApri/UyAnno. mccccc.xzxix. 
A Dnd facta est istud. 

^^ The Frontispiece is the same with that of 
• In his Latter of Febr. 9. 172 J. 

b 2 " An. 
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'* An. 1540. described by Mr. Strype [Memorials 
" of Archbp. Cranmer Lib. 3. cap. 33] only 
'' Cromweirs Arms are left there a Blank, which 
in our Copy has his bearing (as the rest) in 
colors^ left out^ I presume, upon his fall. It 
might probably (as you observe) be the same 
*' Book, that was presented to Cromwell, there 
being only one other (that we can hear of) 
that is the King's. But how it came to us^ 
docs not appear, unless from the late Earl 
of Southampton, who gave us most of those 
'' MSS. we now enjoy, and it has always had a 
*' place amongst the MSS. as it well deserves.'* 
Mr. Baker writ this Passage upon account of a 
Letter I writ to him, in which I had menti- 
oned the Bible printed in English with Cutts 
on Vellum, as I had found it spoke of in the 
following remarkable Particulars that I meet 
with ' in a Quarto MS. of Collections relating 
to Bibles and Testaments from 1526. to 1700. 
made (and written with his own hand) by the 
late ingenious Mr. John Bagford, who was 
pleased to give it me himself: 

'' 1540. In the Year 1540. the 32. of 

" King Hen. the 8. a Convocation was called, 
" and in the third Session (being Friday) several 
'' Bishops were assigned to peruse (he several 
^' Translations of the New Testament, in order 
" as foUoweth : 

' Fol. 4. a. 

'' 1. Cran. 
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1. Cranmer Archbp. of Canterbury 

2. Longland of Lincoloe 

3. Stephen Gardiner of Winch. 

4. Tho. Good rick of Ely 

5. Nicholas Heath of Rochester 

6. Richard Sampson of Chichester 

7. John Capon of Sarum 

8. Will. Barlow of St. David's 

9. John Bell 6f Worcester 



'' 10. Robert Parfew of St. Asaph 

11. Robert Colgate of Landaff 

12. John Skip of Hereford 
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1. Matthew, 

2. Mark. 

3. Luke. 

4. John. 

^5.TheActsof 
^ the Apostles. 

6. Romans 

7. ^Corinthians 

Galatians. 
Q ^ Ephesians* 
Philippians 
Colossians. 

Q.^Thessalonians 

(Timothy, 
10. jTitus, 

CPhilemoo. 
11: Peter. 

12. Hebrews. 
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r James. 
13. Thomas Thyrlby of Westminster 13. ) * John. 

{jude. 

14. John Wakemanof Gloster (14.TheReTe' 

15. John Chambers of Peterborow 1 15* lation. 
'' Gardiner desired^ that certain Latin words 

in the Textmight be preserved intire (asmuch 
as might be) in the Translation of the New 
Testament, and in Fuller's Church History 
you have a Catalogue of the words: 
" And, if I mistake not, I have seen a Testa- 
ment in English in 4"". put forth by the above- 

b 3 '' said 
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'^ said Bishops with the King's Priyil^e. 1540 
'' A Bible in folio Recognized by Rich. Ta- 
'' verner. 1540 

'' Id. a Testament in 4"^. by the same hand. 1540 
*' A Bible of the larger Volume, the Frontis- 
*' piece described by Mr. Strype, and supposed 
to be printed at Paris. 1540 

There is one of them in the Queen's Li- 
brary at St. James's, printed on Vellum,and the 
Cutts curiously illuminated. This is supposed 
'^ to be the presentation Book to King Henry 
"the 8. 1540 

'^ I have seen one in the Library of St. John's 
^' College in Cambridge, found of late years 
'' among some old Books in a private place 
*' nigh the Library, printed on Vellum, and the 
^^ Cutts illuminated as the former, and this, 
^' perhaps, might be the presentation Book to 
** Tho. Cromwell. 

^^ Another very fair of the same Impression 
'' in the Collection of Sir Andrew Fountaine 
^' on paper. 1 540 

'' Id. another printed in folio by Will. Pettet 
'' for Thomas Berthlet. The Title in red and 
^' black Letters, with the Picture of King H. the 
^' 8. with the Bishops with their Mitres on. 1540 
'^ The New Testament translated from the 
'* Greek by Delayne (who was Librarian at St. 
^' James's, and is dedicated by him to K. Henry 
'* the 8.) and printed in 4"^. in the white Letter 
'' by Jo. Mayler. 1 540.'' And 
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And bere> upon this occasion of mentioning 
Wooden Cutts^ I must observe^ that the vast 
Variety of wooden Cutts in the Nuremberg 
Chronicle, compiled by Hartman Schedel, are 
not to be at all despis'd for their Odness, but to 
be the more admir'd. For my part, the oftener 
I consult it, the more I wonder at the Things 
in it, and I cannot but esteem the Book as ex- 
tremely pleasant, usefull and curious, by reason 
of these very odd Cutts, tho' those Copies are 
always to be look'd upon as the most Yaluable> 
which have the Figure of Pope Joan untouch'd> 
a Thing I here mention, because in many Co« 
pies this Figure is either eras'd, or, at least, de* 
fac'd, and the History of her oblitterated. And 
now I mention this Nuremberg Chronicle, I 
cannot but take notice of a Copy of it, that 
was given to Christ's College in Cambridge bj 
the great common Lawyer Ferdinando Pulton. 
Before which Copy is an Inscription, that is 
very remarkable, and had it fallen into the 
Hands of the industrious Author oi Athena Oxo^ 
nienseSf he would not, surely, have ranged this 
eminent Lawyer among the Oxford Writers. 
I shall give the Inscription, with some other 
Particulars, just as they were all sent me by my 
foresaid Friend, the Reverend Mr. Thomas 6a* 
ker, the great Antiquary of Cambridge. 



b 4 §. IV. 
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FerdinandoPiil- §. IV. *' In turning my Papers" (gaitli 
y^^', a oimbridg^^^ Mr. Baker) "I likewise find, we have 
and not an Oxford, " another Copy of Hartman SchcdelSfr. 

'' at Christ's Coll. given the Coll. by 
c' Ferd. Pulton^ with this Inscription before the 

'' Book. iferUfnanHo l^ulton^ (Cfqutcr, aHmftreO 
'^ &ct)olar in W l?out|i into Cl)rfft*0 ColUUge fti 
'< Cambrf&st) t|ie latt ;eere of t^t Eaigne of SlinB 
^^ (CDtoatH t1)e Qjct, contfnucH t^ere untfll t^e laft 
<< pcere of t|iellafg;nc ofiDuecne a^arfe, ano maHe 
^^ JF^lIotoe of t^e fame ColIcUffe one pccrc bcfote fie 
^' HcparteH tt)cnce« Became aftertoarH^ a painfull 
^' S^tuHent anO i^rofedot of t|ie Common anH &ta» 
^^ tute Hatoes of tW l&ealme (a0 mape appcare bp 
<^ feterall Bookesf or 92Uoriiesi bp ^fm compofeU anO 
^' publiQjeO tn print, tenHf ng to t^e bnotolcUge anO \^U 
" t3ulgf ng of t|ie fame Hatoes) eten unttll W age 
^^ of fourfcorepee^e^ anH uptoarH: if or t^elote anO 
^^ affection toticlj lie HiH bcare to tl^e faiO CoIIcUge 
^ i)i0 i^urfe anH &c^oolmiQrif0, anO in toben of 
«< gooH toill to tl)e fame ^oufe, Hit, upon tl)e Gjct Hate 

<< of September, Anno Domini 1617. &; anno Regni 

^< Regis Jacobi 15. bcltotoe tijisi Boobc uppon ttie 
^^ staffer anH ifellotoesi of ttje forefaili CoIIeUge $ 
<* tl^cir &ucce(ror0, too meane a guifte for fo toor^ 
^^ t^ie anD toe.l Ocferbing a place, intenDcQ net3er« 
^' t^ele0 to tiate been mucb greater, ^aD it not beea 
^^ ei:tenuatcti bp t|)e cljargesi q^ ejcpenfesi of |)i0 trat^ell 
" anfl labors in tje toorkej^ aforefaili, toillinglie 
^^ beftotoeli uppon tfie ]&rofcffor0 of t()e fame ^tuOie^ 
^^ for ttje benefitt of |)i0 Countrie anD Common^ 
** toelt^ thereof* 

" 2Bp me 
^' lejUinanHo )8ulton, of i&orton in tlie Countie 
!' anH ^aiit^t of Bucfiingiiam. 

"The 
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'' The Subscription is in a different hand> 
'' and^ I presume, his own. 

" Nov. 23. 1552. Ferdi. Pulton coU. Chr. admis- 
i' sus in Album sive Matriculam Acad. Cant. 

'^ An. 1555,6. conceditur Ferdinando PvUon, ut 
*' 12. Termini, in quibus Lectiones oi'dinarias audi- 
'* vit, licet non omnino secundum formam Statuti, 
" eumOppositionibusSs Respofis: requisitis sufficiant 
" ei pro completis gradu K forma Bac. in Artibus : 
*' sic quod examinetur^ approbetur, convivctur, fif 
" ccttera peragat juxta formam Statuti, quoniam 
*' DetemUnationemJinalem sine maximo suo dispenr 

'' dio expectare non potest. Reg. Acad. 

*' Pulton actu Bac. ante detcrminationem Regr. 
*' Acad. This great dispatch was, I presume, in 
'' order to his being elected Fellow, for in a Ca- 
" talogue of their Fellows, I find, Ferd. Pulton 
" electus Socius an. 1555. that is, I suppose, in 
" Jan. Febr. or March 1555,6." The words in 
AtlicruB Oxon. are'; *^ Ferdinando Pulton alias 
*' PouUon ( Son of Giles Pulton, Esq. who died 
'* 1560.) was born at Deusborough in Northam^ 
^^ ptons/iire, became* commoner of BrasnoseCoM* 
'* in the beginning of Q. Mary*s Reign, laid 
''there a foundation of Academical literature, 
'' which he found useful to him afterwards when 
*' he grew eminent in the common Law. But 
'* leaving that House before he took a degree^ 
" he went toZi/zco/n'^Inn, studied the said Law, 



' Vol. 1. col. 362. *Reg. 1. cojl. iEuean. fol. 92. a. 

" took 
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^' took the usual degrees^ and became eminent 
for the knowledge in, and practice of> it> not 
only in London^ but the usual place of his re- 
" sidence in the Country, viz. at Barton in the 

" Parish and County of Buckingham. He 

*' departed this Life, on the 20. January in six- 
^' teen hundred and seventeen, aged 82. and 
*' was buried in the Chancel of the Church of 
" Deusborough, before*mentioned, %c." Mr.Wood 
here quotes a Register in Brazen-nose Coll. 
and his Quotation is faithfuU enough, as I find 
by this Memorandum, that, upon this occasion, 
a worthy Friend writ out of it for me : " Nomina 
'' Admissarum in CoU. 1556. JunU 28°. Ferdinan- 
'' du8 Pulton Northampt. 

" Reg. A Coll. JEn. Nas. fol. 92." 
But then Mr. Wood builds too much upon it, 
it being very clear, from the Inscription and 
Notes above, that Pulton was one of the Cam- 
bridge Writers, and not an Oxford one, where 
he only resided a little while, and entered hini^ 
self of Brazen-nose Coll. tho', at the same time, 
he was actually a Member of the University of 
Cambridge, 
Something peculiar & V. Mr. Baker had before ffiven me 

in the Copy of the ^ , i ^ . / i • i 

Nnremberg Chro. ^^ account of three other Copies (which 
Hide in Trinity they have at Cambridge) of the Nurem- 

Cambrid^^ that I herg Chronicle, one of which is at Tri- 
haTe not yet met nity College Library, and hath in it 

with in any other. \.. ^ .. / _\ . . . . 

The first, and not something peculiar, that is not in either 

of 
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of the others, or indeed either in my tli« second, Edition 

own Copy (which, by the by, wants Oironkl^Setrae 

the Note about the time when the genoine Work of 

Book was printed) or in any that I have 

yet seen. What this is, will be better gathered 

from Mr. Baker's own words, than from any 

thing I can say, which are these' : — — " Your 

'' last Letter put me upon turning Hartman 

'' Schedel, which is a very entertaining, and (as 

*' you say) a very strange Book. We have three 

*' Copies, one amongst the Bp. of Ely's, which 

'' I had from Dr. M iddleton, who presents you 

*^ with his service. The eecond in our College 

** Library. The last (the most beautifuU) at 

*' Trinity College (from Mr. Hadderton) having 

*' all the Faces, Maps, and other Figures fairly 

'* depicted in Colors. 

*' At Fol. ccLxi. the Picture of Antichrist 
<* with seven Heads, (different from the ordi- 
nary Prints ) and almost as many Colors, makes 
a frightfuU appearance, and upon the Pede- 
'^ stall in a fair hand, which I should have taken 
'' for Print, had it not been wanting in the two 
*' other Copies, this Inscription, 
" Hec depinxit Jacobus Jaqueri 
** de dvitate Taurini in pede Mantium 
'' An^. Domini mllesmo quater centeUmo 

^' primo. 
'' And on the opposite Page thus. This Picture 






' Out of his Letter to me, dated Dec. 2. 172%. 

*' was 
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was Bel in tJu Temple of Ihe Jacobines m Jenaif^ 

in (Xfff. 1401, a show of Jnlechriste, and Jram 
'^ Ihens abrode inlo the worlde, thai the abhofnina- 
'' tion of the wicked maye be percevid. B. S. M. 
** with 5. or 6. ryming Monkish latin verses. 

'' At Fol. CLxxxiii. cLxxxiiii. The Pictures 
** of the Emperor,?: Electors, Princes, and Counts 
** of the Empire, with their Arms fairlj de- 
" picted, with this note, li^RC Scuta recte pin- 
" guntur in suis cdoribusjuxtajudiiium HeruUU. 

*' I doubt, you can hardly safely show the 
'^ former Inscription to your worthy Friend the 

Author of the Antiquities of Glast. He will 

be apt to observe, that Antichrist was so earljr 
''in the Church of Geneva, for, I think, Ge- 
'' noua cannot be meant. 

In all the Copies Pope Joan stands with 

the face of a Female, a triple Crown, a Child 
"' in her arme instead of a Cross, which is born 
" by the rest of the Popes. Neither face nor 
*' story are obliterated in any of our Copies, 
^' only in that of Trin. Coll. septimus, is dasht, 
'' and the Figure, 8. plac't in its roome. For 
'' she is styl'd Joamies Septimus in all our Copies, 
'' tho' another Jo. Septimus had been mentioned 
" before. The story is shorty I can send it you, 
'' if you have not the Book by you. Martinus is 
'' quoted, which shows, she stood in the Copies 
" of Martinus Polonus' of that age. 






' Against the story ia aCopy of Sufiridus Petrus's Edit, at 

Ant. 
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" Fol. cc LT 1 1 1 . Cartas altquas sine scriptura pro 
*' sexta elate deinceps rdinquere convenU,jiidicio po- 
'' steriorum qui emendarey addere &c. possurU &c. 
" Then follow some blank leaves in all the Co- 
" pies^ only the Title and Numbers printed at 
*' the top of the pages. 

" Fol.ccLx VI. Completo infamosissima'Surem' 
bergensi urbe Operi de Hystoriis eiatum Mundi, ac 
descriptione Urbium, felix impotUtur finis. Col" 
ledum brevi tempore auzUio Doctoris Hartmanni 
'' Schedel, qua fieri potuit diligentia. Anno Christi 
^' mUlesimo quadringentesimo nonagesimo tercio. die 
*' quarto mensis Junii. 

*' Fol. ccLXVii. follows a further account of 
'^ the European Nations^ most or all from^neas 
'' Sylvius : In the Title, over his Picture, 

Sum pius Mneas fama super Ethera notus. 
'' Fol. ccc. Jdest nunc studiose lector finis librt 
'' Cronicarum per viam Epilliomatis ST Breviarti 
compUati. Opus quidem preclarum 8C d doctissimo 
quoque comparandum. Continet enim gesta que- 
cunque digniora sunt notatu db initio Mundi ad . 
'^ hanc usque temporis nostri calamitatem. Castiga- 
'' tumque a viris doctissimis ut magis daboratum in 
" lucem prodiret. Ad intuitum autem &* precespro^ 



(C 

cc 



Antwerp {ex Off. Christophori 
Piantini 1 574.8vo.]that I pur. 
chased out of the Study of the 
late Dr. Arthur Charlett, some 
learned hand hath written this 
Note : Antiquissimui auctor 



Polonus, yui tamen scripiit 
479. annos pou illvd lempua, 
quo ait aster i, id est, ^ngi, m- 
tam Joannam vixisse. 

Polonui vixit anno 

ChrisA 1334 

Joanna fmptur vixisie 855 



hujui fabula <si ittcMaitinut I 47 s; 
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**vidorum dvium SebaUU Schreyer fif Sebagtiani 
'' Kamermaisier hunc librum Dominu$ AnUundus 
*' Koberger Kuremhei^ge impressU. Adhibttu tamen 
^' ixm MathenuUicis pingmdique arte ftriiisHmis, 
*' Micha€kW<agemta8(WilMmoPl€y(kmiw:f.quO' 
'' rum solerti acuratimmaque animadversiane turn 
" Civitatum turn iUtutrium Virorum figure inserte 
*^ 9UHt. Consummatum autem duodecima Mensts JU' 
'' Ui. Anno Salutis nostre 1493. 

*' There is no Name or Title at the begin- 
'' ning of any of (he Copies. Towards the end, 
" there are five leaves, De Regno Pdonie Ac. not 
" numbred, which seem to have been inserted. 

'' FoL ccLii. Maiheolus perusinusmedicus &c. 
'' — Preceptormeuseruditissimus. Quern ego Hart- 
'' mannus Schedel Nurembergensis DoctorPatavinus 
'' tribus ormis ardinarie legentem atucuitavi. d quo 
*' demum preliabita per eum aratione ekgantissima 

" insignia Dodoratm Padue accept. -Follows a 

" large Character of his Master, no more of 
** himself. 

'' Fol. CCLII. ArsimprimendiUbros hiis tempo- 
*' ribusprimum in germama efuUa ea. ^antum 
^'igitur literarum studiosi germams debeant nuUo sa- 
'' lis dicendi genere exprimi potest. Hone apud via- 
*' guntiam rheni urbem solerti ingenio Ubrarum im- 

'' primendorum ratio : 1 440. incentam fuisse aiunt^ 
Hoc tenure in omnes fere orbis partes propaga^ 

tur. Ideo in ejus laudem quidam lios cecitdt 

versus. 

(I) o 
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'^ ( 1 ) Ofelix nostris memoranda impressio seclis. 
" ( 3 ) Desierat quasi totum quod fundis in Orbem. 
*' ( 5 ) Omnes te summis igitur nunc laudibus oment. 

" (2) Inventore nitent utraque lingua tuo. 

** ( 4 ) Nunc parvo doctus quiUbet esse potest. 

^^ ( 6 ) 7> duce quando ars hec mira repertafuit. 

*' These verses stand like Prose (without di- 
'^ stinction) in the print I presume the Printer 
'^ had jumbled them out of Order. 

'' This seems to be a good and antient au- 
^' thority for printing at Mentz, being within 
'' memory of Man.'' 

There is no doubt, but there was a great 
Number of Copies printed of this Book^ that 
so the Charges of the Impression might be the 
better countervaird by the sale. They were 
greedily bought up, and in a little time the 
Book grew scaree^ which caus'd a new ' Edition, 
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■ Concerning which my 
Friend Mr.Graves writes thus 
to me in a Letter^ dated from 
MickletoninGloucestershire, 
Saturday, 14th. of Dec. 1723. 
^^ SchedePs Chronicle, that is 
^^ nowintheHands ofMr.Fan- 
<^ courtBooksellerinStratford 
<< upon Ayon, is but a small 
** siz'dFoliOjtho'pretty thick; 
^^ containing 338.Leaves, be- 
^^ sidesalargeAlphabeticalln. 
^* dex at thcEndthereof, notat 
^* the Beginning, as the other; 
^^ printed in ablackLetter,bu t 
<( much less Character, than 
^^ that ; and the Cuts are but 



" very small, and few, in 
^^ comparison with the other, 

"In fol. 294. a. is thisNote, 
" viz.Completo infamosissu 
^' tna Nur ember gensi Urbe 
" operi de hystoriis etaium 
" mundiy Sfc. CoUecium, Sfc, 
" auxilio Doc tons HarU 
^^ manni Schedcl^ Sfc. Anno 
« Chrisiif 1493. die 4to. 
'^ MensisJuniiy 4'c.asin the 
^' other. 

" And in fol. 338. a. at the 
^^ Tery £nd of the Book is this 
"Note,;7i5. FinithkliberCrom 

'^ nicorum^ 
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but in a less Folio, with worse Types, (not- 
withstanding both Editions are of the black 
kind) and without most of the Cuts, which o- 
mission of the Cuts made this Edition, there- 
fore, much less yalued by curious and critica| 
Men than the first. The same Defect likewise 
makes the second Edition of HoUingshede's 
Chronicle of less esteem with many curious 
Men, than the first, which came out in Fol. at 
London 1577. and is full of wooden Cuts, (as 
the authentick Edition of Robert Fabyan's 
Chronicle', and the Chronicle of John Ra- 



^^nicorumy Sfc* Imprenum 
** acjinitum^ Sfc. in imperiali 
^ Urbe Augusta a Johanne 
^^ Schenspergery Anno ah In^ 
^^ carnaiione Domini^ 1407. 
^^ After I had seen your's at 
*^ Oxford, and view'd my own 
<^ and that at Stratford again; 
^^ I thought there was as mach 
^^ Difference between mine, 
^^ and your's, as between 
^< year's, and that : For th ' 
<< oar's are both the samo Edi- 
^^ tion; yet mine is extraordi- 
*' nary largePaper, with a very 
^^ broad Margin, and extreme 
^^ fair; and thechief initialLet- 
'^ tersare painted with blew, 
^^ and red ; and some of them 
^^ are handsomely illuminated, 

* Of which Chronicle I find 
the following Particulars, in a 
PaperMS*inFolio)containing | 



a Catalogue of Books relating 
to the English and Irish Histo- 
ries and Antiquities writtenby 
Mr.WilliamCooper,whodealt 
in old Books, and made this 
Catalogue for his own use [Sic 
in Coll. nostr.MSS.Vol. Q2.p. 
244.]ThisMS. belonged, after 
the Collector's Death, [Coll. 
nostr. MSS. Vol. 63. p. 14.] to 
the ingenious Mr. John Bag« 
ford, wholent ittotheCompiler 
of theEnglishHistoricalLibnu 
ry, and at length (after a great 
while} recovering it, heparted 
with it to the leamedSirHans 
Sloane, Baronet, in whose 
hands it is now, and he was 
so kind as to lend it m^ 
in the Month of January 

1721. 

^'Fabyan's Chronicle of the 
(^ K ingsofEnglandandFrance, 
^^ fromBruce*«i<atringintothis 

*< Island 
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8teir, of which last there is a well preserved 
• Copj ill the Harleyan Library, are also im' 

•« Island, untill the lastYearofj" Elizabeth ^fino 1558. ac- 
^^KingRichardthe third, anno\ ^* cording to Fabian's method, 
•^ 1485. continaed to the be- '^ with Alterations, Correc- 



^^ gining of Hen. the 8th. Anno 
^^ 1509. in seayen parts, and 
*' two Volumes, with the Effi. 
^^ gies of the King8,thei r Coats 
^^ of Armes, and other figures, 
^^ being the first Edition in. 
'< castrate. Instead of a Title 
'^ it hath a figure tiie Armes of 
'^ England and France united, 
^^ the supporters a Dragon & 
^^ Grayhound, and two Port- 
^^cuUices, 2. Angels bearing 
^' the Motto about the Rose 
^' oyer the Crown, the same fi. 
<< gure at the end of the book, 
^^ (ol. circa annum 1600*. 

^^' *Idem newly printed, 
<^ with some what a larger 



' tionsorCastration8,andMar* 
^^ginal Notes, by Robert Re- 
'«cord.Lond. 1559.fol.*' Coll. 
" nostr. MSS.Vol.9S. p. 65i 

» About which 1 have insert* 
ed the following Note, out of 
the foresaid MS. of Sir Hani 
Sloane,in my Manuscript Col- 
lections, Vol. 93. p. 83. <*Tha 
'* Pastyme of People, the Cro- 
«^ nicies of diversRealmys, and 
" most specially of the Realme 
** of England, breyely compil* 
^^ ed and imprinted in Chepe. 
^^ syde at the sygne of the 
« Meare*Mayd, nexttoPoUys 
" gate, cum Privilegio. The 
*' Pro/o^M* hath at the top Ja. 



"Chronicle of the Acts andU;^^^^,.,jR^^^//jtbeginsinthe 
c< TW.i« ^on 5n fKo «mo «f #Ko Margin, Eneas, thenfollows 



Deeds don in the time of the 
^^ Reign ofKing Henry the sea- 
<< yenth, father to our dread 
" 8oyeraignR.Hen.8. London 
<< printed by Wm.Rastall 1 533. 
^* in fol. cum Privilegio differ. 
" eth from the first, and not 
<^ gelt soe much as Record's 
^^ edition. 

*^ Idem iterum named 
^^ theConcordance of History , 
<' with Notes upon the Kings 
*^ Reigns, and a Continuation 
*^ from the begining of K.Hen. 
^ 7.totheCoronationofQueen 

Vol. I. 



*< Jscanius, Sihiui, Sfc.WlU 
" liamtheConqnerour^awoden 
'' Pictureof him,infull propor- 
" tion, and soe of all theKlugs^ 
" the Picture of Richard the 
'^ third being the last, the word 
<' Tyrannus Ends.Thepicture 
'* of the Creation. Johannes 
'* Rastall cum PrivilegtoRe" 
^' galL in large folio. 

> Sic me docuit amicus em- 
ditusTimotheusThomas, A.M. 

collegii ^dU Christi Oxoniae 
Alumnus. 

c beli 



* [Uad. 1516.] 
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bellisbcd with wooden Cuts) many of which 
(considering the time in which they were done) 
are very good. The Author was then living. 
The second Edition came out in 1587. in two' 
Tomes also in Folio> with abundance of Addi*. 
tions by other hands^ but without the wooden 
Cuts. This Omission was contrary to the De- 
sign and Intent of the Author^ who was a cu- 
rious, tho' illttterate^ Man (having never re- 
ceived liberal Education') and died before the 
Year 1582. Mr. Wood says* that it was to- 
wards the latter end of 1580. I have printed 
his Will, which was proved April 24. 1582. in. 
the first Volume' of my EUlitton of Camden's 
EliTMbethai as it was communicated to me by 
the learned Thomas Palmer, of Fairfeild in So- 
mersetshire, Esq. Hence it may appear, that the 
first (which is very scarce) and not the second 
Edition, contains the true genuine Work of 
Hollingshede. 
ManjthiDgsinRo. §. VI. Now to return to Robert of 

bertof Gloucester, ^, . , ... 

that properly be! Gloucester, as he was an Antiquary, as 
long to the busi- ^eH as an Historian, so here are inter- 

DessofanAntiqua- rj j. n i a\ ± i 

ly. In the Saxon spers d d I vers Remarks, that properly 
times the Princes, belonff to the business of an Antiquary. 

& other great Per. . ^, \ , ,, . ,7 

8onage9, did not After he hath given an account of some 
nge to be bimed at ^f j^e Wonders of Brilain, such as our 

their PaIac(8,buUt . ,, , • i- , 

Religious Houses. Antiquaries usually take notice of, he 

Cosham in Wilt. 

»■ ■ ■ , ■ ■ ■ ■■ 

> CoU. nostr. MSS. Vol. 63. p. 87. * Athen. Oxon. VoK I. 

« 

col, 270. 'Praef. p. cxlix. 

refers 
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ifefers to a Book written particularly ^^^^fe yetj famoug 

« --_ , ^T».. fiT fonnerlj.TheCof- 

about the Marvels of Britain, w hich 1 fin lauly found 
take to have been much more copious, ^^^^^ b^iong'd to 

* some fine Oentle- 

than either the Chapter upon that Sub- man since the Con. 
ject in Polychronicm, or even the little ^"^^^hfchEdw^^^^ 
anonymous Tract upon the sdme Sub- the MaHyr was 

jfect, that I found inserted in an oM ^^feVhrin'the 
Vellum MS. in Folio, that was lately time of Robert of 
given me by my learned Friend Richard SSlf ^0^ 
Graves, Esq. In this Tract (which I formerly. 
have published in the Appendix ') the four Great 
Roman Ways are deservedly reckon'd among 
the Wonders of Britain^ and the account of 
them, however short, agrees with the Scheme 
of them, that is given us (from a MS. in the 
Cottonian Library) in the Discourse about the 
four Great Roman Ways published in the Sixth 
Volume* of Leland's Itinerary. Robert of 
Gloucester's writing ' Silchester in Hampshire 
<2DyI>XC(ttC confirms my opinion ^ that it was so 
called from the Flints, being no more than ^Z*- 
cum casira. His Remarks upon inany of our 
Religious Houses arc pretty and usefull, and 
now and then he shews a particular Modesty 
on the occasion, in so much, that tho' it be 
certain, that Sir William de Mohun founded 
Bruton Abbey in Somersetshire, yet he expresses 
himself after such a manner, as if he only 

>Num. I. ^Pag. 96. >Pag. 100, 166.^InNoti8ad Alare. 
dam Beverlacensem^ p. 164. 

c 3 thought. 
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thought, and was not certain, that he was 
Founder* What he says ' about Alfled^ or ^- 
thelfleda^ the famous Queen^ or Lady^ of the 
Mercians being buried in St. Peter's Porch at 
Gloucester is exactly agreeable to the Saxon 
Annals, under the Year dccccxx.— — *-heo 
jepojixih nihtum aeji miT)t>an f ume]ia hinnaa 
TaraanpeojiSe. py eahtroSan jeajie J^acf J>e hco 
CDyjicna anpate mit) jiihr halpoj\t)-t)ome heal* 
t>ent>epaep ^ hijielic h?5 binnan Dleapceapcjie. 
on J>ameap:*po|iricc fee. Perpey cijieceatn* 
What can be a plainer Argument of so great a 
Lady's Humility, than her chosingto be buried in 
the Porch, and to lye in a place, that had been fa-' 
mousforthe fine Nunnery^ that was there, before 
it was destroyed by the Danes, as is noted not onfj 
by others, but particularly by WiHiamMaWeme 
(the last'LordAbbat of Gloucester) in a Piece 
never yet printed, which I shall therefore pu^ 
blish at the End of this Work'? Fler affection 
to Religion induced her to fix upon Gloucester 
for the Place of her Funeral, rather than TaDEi*> 
worth, which was otherwise so very famous for 
a Palace, in which the Mercian Princes us'd to 
reside, and which she her self had restored to 
it's pristine Splendour and Magnificence, after 
it had been destroyed by the Danes. But, it 
may be, it will be said, that she pitched upon 

■Pag. 271. 'LeIand'iColl. Vol. VI.p. 314. 'Appendix 
Num. II. 

Glou> 
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Gloucester, because the Abbej Church there 
had been founded by her Husband and her 
self, rather than for any other reason. With* 
out question that was a considerable Motive ; 
but yet I am perswaded, that the celebrated 
Nunnery, that had been there in former times, 
was another very great one, as indeed it was 
customary, in those Times, even for other 
great Personages to be buried at Religious 
Houses, where they had inhabited and resided; 
In so mufsh, that tho* Cosham, near Chippen- 
ham in Wiltshire, was so much resorted to by 
some of our Saxon Kings and other great Meqt 
where was a Palace for their Reception ai|d 
Entertainment, ^8 there was after the Con^ 
quest a retiring House for the Earls of Corn- 
wall^ to whom the Mannour belon|^*d (one of 
which, T^. E)dmynd, obtained a (Charter ' for a 
Weekly Market to be held here eyery Friday, 
as his Father Richard, a younger Son qf King 
John, had granted the Inhabitants several Pri- 
vileges, which they still enjoy*) yet 'twas no$ 
a burying Plaqe for these. Great Men, not so 
much as for K, Ethel red, who was niore than 
ordinarily delighted with it, and l^y sick here 
in Mxv. but recovering, he went to Londonj^ 
and dying the Year after on St, George-s day ^ 



'Cart.l3.£.l.n. 39.Dag. 
dale's Baronage, Tome I. p. 
795. * Notes at the Bottom of 



the Page of Gibson's Engl. Ed. 
ofCamden'8Brit.p.87.'Chroo« 
Sax. Gibs. p. 140. 148. 

c3 was 
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was buried in St. Paul's Church in the North 
Isle beside the Quire. 'Tis true, indeed^ there 
was a Stone Coffin % with humane Boaea in it 
9f a larger. Size than usual^ in the Skull whereof 
was a compleat Set of fine Teetb^ found latelj 
by Cosham, which may perswade some^ per^ 
haps, to think this was a Place of Burial for 
several of our Princes and Nobility; but, as I 
take it, this was a Coffin of some private fine 
gentleman since the Conquest, different from 
the illustrious Persons I have been speaking of, 
and yet of a great Character for his Virtues^ 
and the delicate Form of his Body. And here 
I must caution the Reader^ not to take this 
Cosham to be the i^8t)€tfl[)8nii in the Church of 
which Place Robert of Gloucester tells ' us the 
long Knife, that St. Edward theMartyr waskili'd 
with^ was preserved in his time. For this waa 
Caversham, commonly call'dCausham, &some« 
times writ ^ Cowsham, a Village situated in Oxr 



' Miiles's Cat. of Honour, p. 
38. Dngdale'B Hist, of St. 
Paul'sCathedral, p.95.£d. 2d. 
<ee the Glossary tothisWork. 
Toc. bffu 'Pag. 290. 4 See p. 
128. of a Book, called, The 
Connexion: being choice Col* 



ieciions of tome principal 
Matters in King James ki^ 
Reign. Load. 1681. 8?o. 
where the following Order 
occurrs, as I have entered it 
in one of my MSS. [Coll* Vol. 
79. p. 75.] 



<< Anno Dom. 1612. An. Heg. Jac. 10. 
** An Order of the Privy Council. 
<< WhitchallJanuarj^ 18. 1621. 
•* Present, 



*' Lord Keeper. 
^' Lord Treasurer. 



S^ L* President. Mr. Treasurer. 



fsord Dig by. 
Lord Brook. 



« L. M. 
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fordshire^ but is not far from Reading in Berk- 
shire. Not ouly the Church of this Causham 
(which is an Abbreviation, as Leland saith \ 
for Causeiham) was eminent (for great Men 
resorted hither) but the fair old Chappel also 
of Stone, that * stood toward the North End 
of Causham Bridge, on the right Hand as we 
come from Reading. To the foresaid Remarks 
I must take the opportunity of adding, that in 
the Saxon times abundance of great and illu- 
strious Lay Persons made it their dying Re- 
quest, that they might be buried in Religious 
Houses. A Request, certainly, very reasonable, 
and by no means to be wondred at, since a great 
' Number of those Houses were Lay Founda* 
tions, and it was, therefore, very proper both 



xxxix 



" L. M. Hamilton. 

" Earle Marshall. 

« " L. Vitc. Falkland. 
** WhereashisMajesty isGra- 
** ciously pleased, to enlarged 
" set at liberty the Earl of So. 
*< mernV [Sir Robert Carr'] 
« and Jus Lady," [the Lady 
*^ Frances Howard^'] " now 
'^ Prisoners in the Tower of 
*^ London ; and that,neyer- 
*^ thelessy it is thought fit, that 
<< both the said Earl and his 
*^ Lady be confined to some 
^^ convenient Place : It is 
^^ therefore, according to his 
^^ Majestie'tf Gradoas- Plea- 
^ sure and Command^ Orders 



Mr, Secret. Calvert. 
Mr, Chanc. Excheq. 
Master of the Rolls. 
" ed. That the Earl of So^ 
^^ merset and his Lady, do 
'* repair either to Graifs or 
'^ Cotcshamj the Lord fVaim 
'' lingford*s Uouses in the 
^* County of Ojpnt and re- 
^^ main confin'd to one or 
'^ either of the said Houses, 
^^ and within three Miles 
^^ compass of either of the 
^^ same, untill further Order 
*^ be given by his Majesty. 

' Itin. Vol. IL p. 6. *Le. 
land ibid, i Coll. nostr. MSS^ 
Vol. 102. p. 150. 

c 4 for 
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for the Founders themselves^ as well u for such 
as were^ both at the time of the Foundation and 
afterwards, particular or special Benefactors^ 
should be buried^ if they desired it, in Placet 
that themselves had rais'd, a thing agreeable 
to the most early Antiquity, as may appear 
from even the famous Egyptian Pyramids. 'Tis 
incredible to think, what advantage the buiy- 
ing of such great and devout Persons was to 
the respective Religious Houses, where thej 
were so laid. These Houses (tcrm'd S|9PttttCtJI 
in Antiquity) were then esteem'd (and that 
justly too) to be the principal Mother ChurchcM^ 
and of them wc are chiefly to understand these 
Words'inKingEdgar's Laws, -^ man aj3q2e'ylcc 
selcteoj^unjero J^aem catean mynjrrjie^ jreo 
hyjincff e to hypj> ; i. e. andlet every one gtvehis 
Tithes to the old Churchy ( Monasterie or Mynster) 
fo -which the district belongs. Mr. Selden * trans- 
lates these Words, calt)an mynfTjieBefeo hyji^ 
nejye to hyjipjto the (uicientest Church or Mona^ 
tcrie where he hears God's Service, and yet Brom- 
pton, in his old Translation, hath ^ 8C reddatur 
omnis decimaiio ad mairem ecclesiam cut parochia 
adjacet, as even Selden himself had before ^ ob- 
served. But then tho' these Words areprimariljf 
to be understood of Religious Houses (among^ 
which are to be reckoned what were afterwards 



'SfelinaoniConcil. Vol. 1. 
p.4l4. 4Iist.of Tithes, p. 262* 



' Apud X. Script, col. 671. 
4l]ist. of Tithes, p. 319. 

called 
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called Cathedral Churdies ) yrt they are secundor 
rUy to be understood also of other Churches, 
that were afterwards look'd upon likewise as 
Mother Churches^ as haying the right of Se- 
pulture annexM to them. Such inferior Mo* 
ther Churches were founded generally by emi* 
pent Lay Persons, and the Parishes of such 
Churches were as extensive as the Founders 
Possessions, (at least as such Possessions as were 
•tyrdBoclant) or lands possessed optimojure) and 
^twas in these Churches (when they became 
frequent) that the Founders then often de» 
sired to be buried, in allusion to, and in imita* 
tion of, the Practise of such Founders of, and 
Benefactors to. Religious Houses as desired to 
be buried in Monasteries. These inferior Mo* 
ther Churches are mentioned in Edgar's Laws 
' by the Name of Churches that had Lejejiftope, 

or place of Burial, where is mention also of a 
third ( which is the lowest) kind of Churches, 
those that had noLe^ejij^ope. The second kind 
of Churches I haye spoke of had likewise (as 
yirell as the principal Mother Churches) right of 
Baptism; but whereyer there was a Church 
that had neither sqpfuUuram nor bapU&terium, that 
was properly to be understood of the third 
kind, and such Churches of this third Class 
they styled often peltocypican, or Ftdd Churches, 
what we call now Chappels of Ease, among 

> Spelmanni Cone. loc. ciU 

which 
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which are to be reckoned ' Binsey^ Sandford, 
and Wolvercote lear to, and Holywell in the 
Suburbs of, Oxford, as well as multitudes be* 
sides, which had not anciently sepuUuram 8C hor 
ptisterium, tho' they have that Privilege since. 
Robert of Glouce- J. VII, But I shall leave all farther 

ster'uiccotiDt of tlio 

Conflict between D^scants upon the several Particulars 
tiie Scholars and in this Author immediately relating to 

ford, in the time Antiquities to the intelligent Reader's 
of Henry IIJ.yery ^^„ Observation, unless it be that 

remarkable in all , ^ n- • 

it's Circumstances. * concerning the great Conflict in the 
Year 1263. between the Scholars and Towns^ 
men of Oxford. This Passage is very remark- 
able in all it's Circumstances, and for that rea- 
son Mr. Wood hath very justly, tho* not with- 
out divers Mistakes, inserted it ' at large in his 
History and ArUiquUies of the University of Ojford. 
It seems Prince Edward, in his Journey towards 
the Marches of Wales, came by Oxford, but 
was hindered by the Townsmen ( who shut the 
Gates against him ) from coniing into the Place, 
by reason of the Barons War, whereupon he 
went to King's Hall (being the fine Royal Pa^- 
lace, called C|)S OBCauntQntCl ) situated in the 
West Suburbs, where he lay all Night. The 
next day he went away, apd, after he was 
gone, the Gates were all open'd butdtntt[)SQtC. 
This was the Gate, through which the Scho- 

' Vide Ed. nostr. Guii. Neubr. p. 756. * See p. 540. i lib. 
I.pag. 112. 

lars 
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lart us'd to go into tbe pleasant Fields (parti- 
cularly the fair open Green, now arable ground, 
the North Boundary whereof is to this Day 
caird ^tCCtt'DftCf)) in which they were wont 
to exercise themselves at several kinds of Sports 
after Meals, and upon extraordinary occasions, 
but finding the Gate shut upon them^ they 
were exceedingly enraged, and the more, be* 
cause they had been before obstructed from 
seeing the Prince, a sight they were, very de- 
sirous of, on purpose that they might the 
better express their Loyalty. They often in- 
treated the Bayliffs to open the Gate, but find- 
ing it was in vain, they got it broke down, and 
lifterwards parried it in triumph through the 
JBeaumonM Fields to ^tXZ ^11 or ^SittiXU^ 
which was sijch a Qrievance to the Townsmen, 
that they took an occasion to imprison many 
Scholars, and would )iave proceeded to the ut- 
most Violence, had they not been overpowered 
by the Scholars, as they were in all Encoun- 
ters, unless the Scholars were far outnumbered 
by the Townsmen's calling to their Assistance 
(a thing common with them) a parcel of Ruf- 
fians and illitterate Fellows out of the Coun- 
try. John Stowe mentions this difference in 
the Folio Edition ' of his Chronicle, under the 
Year 1264. and tho* he doth not refer us to 
Robert pf Gloucester, yet I do not doubt but 
he took the Story from him^ or, at leasts from 

some 

' P. 193- 
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some body that had made use of him. Edward 

am vmtmm of from |^atf0) atout lent, toobe ]^f0 fournqt 
itn «e one totoatli t|ie 9^arcl)) anii paOinff b^ fl));Corli» 
^ru «e oi^er. ^^^ iBurffeffeiS O^ut up tjrfr gateji affamit 
llfm, to^ereb; fie toast forceli tQ lit at tt)e lUngtf liaU 
toftfiout t^e ^otone tfll t^e nejct mon:oto> anH t^en 
beparttH. tlTfie &ctioUer0 of jSDjrforlibef n0(|mttoft)Ca 
tftt llotone, brake up tfie gate tbat leatetli totootti 
lBeaumoht,eb2to$fc|)lieelit|ie9^aforrentromeoft)em 
to ptfCon: anil not long after, tofitle t^e fat^ollttn 
toere attfnner, tfie a^afor anH Commons, tof^ tont 
ner^ htfpla^^eli, t^oug^t to bate fpopleo tbe Clarktst 
ere tbejbaH beene atoare, but being efp^eH, tbe fcbols 
Ier0 ranne togetber* anb toitb botoe0 anb otber toeos 
pon0>0leto anb toounbebtbe]Burge([e0anbCommonflr» 
brake up man^b^ufe^, fpo^Ung tbegoobs(,anb fet t^e 

bOUfeSf of tbe fStortriueSf (William Spicer anb Geffrey 

' ilenciey) on ffre, on tbe &otttb fibe of tbe totonr. 

SH^OreOUer, betaufe tbe 9^afor (Nicholas Kingstone> 

toa0 a (Uintener, tbe? braket>p tbe Ufntrf e,branke t|^ 

tofne0, anb Qio^leb tbem, for tbe tobicb fact tbe Hfnff 

2^^^ caufeo tbe Clearke0 anb &cboller0 to be banflbeb tbe 

fom ba« (Untueratfe. This Victory of the Scolars stuck 
atn^rH. 

' Lege VanxXiJif so caU'dilTy Hiacksey) or else Soufh 
from one of the Uencseys or Hincksey, dedicated to St. John 



/ftncA:5C'^«,ri2.eitherLaurence 
Hincksey, or North Hincksey, 
(oftenthnes calPtLF^erry Hinck- 
%ey^ and, from the vast quantity 
of Itythatwas formerly, before 
the present Church or Chappel 
\ras built, about the Church, 



[Coll. nostr. MSS.Vol.lW. p. 
121.] both situated in Berk- 
shire (being Chappcls of Ease 
to Cumnor,theChurch of which 
is dedicated to St. Michael 
[Coll. nostr. MSS. Vol. 103. 
p. 119.]) but are near Oxford* 

SO 
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so tnucli lit the Townsmen's Stomacks^ that it 
was one main reason of the Barbarity they 
sbew'd the Scholars in the very great Conflict 
that afterwards fell out in the Reign of Ed- 
ward the thirds which indeed is much the big- 
gest that ever happened between the two 
Bodies* 
§.VIII. But tho*Mr-Wood hath pu. Which thoj it b# 

4,,,,,, ,-. ^. ,r* published by Mr. 

blisfaed the beforementioned Passage, Wood,yetheseem8 
and refers to a MS. for it; yet since he to hare had it from 

4 1 .« « /. -m^o. . secondhand. The 

hath not told us where this MS. is i^fiietoett, mention. 

lodgM (which, notwithstanding, I have ^JJ^° i^'^ro^ 

at last found to be that in the Cotto- blj, the same with 

nian Library) I am of opinion, that he «£ ^ST'tha 

had it from second hand, either from oldest WeU of note 

ftri«i TVyne'8, or Dr. Gerard Lang- J^JS-f Weil Ir 
baine's Papers, which he had slean'd, StClement's.older 

J X ^ t_- 1. • J. thap the old WeU 

and out of which, in a very great mea- from which Saint 
sure, he collected his Book. I have Crosse's Pirfsh, in 

At. -, . . Ttjreno the Suburbs of Ox- 

seen, among other things, two MSS. ford, thu adled 

Catalogues of the Magistrates of the Hol^welL There* 

University of Oxford, drawn excellently to Weils, which 

well, (with references to the several cKJcasionedjInjunc 

. tions against the 

Registers and Books made use of) one Worship of them. 
by Brian Twyne, and the other by Dr. Lang- 
baine, and 'twas from these Catalogues that 
Mr. Wood compiled his Catalogue, in which 
much Reading is shew'd. 'Tis observable, that 
Mr. Wood does not tell us, what the foresaid 
|)8CC|(KH or |)dt(ll)$n (mentioned in this Frag- 
ment) 
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metit ) was. For my part, I take it to have been 
what we now call QjQaltOtt CUClI. (so namedl 
from the old Yilhtge of CQftltOtti now de- 
stroyed ' ) which is on this Side . of another old 
Well call'd atfffOtle'jS tBtll and sometimes 
OI5CUman*!S QSIell which name ofBtumati it 
had from one OBtUmmanor OBrtimatt It tfCll or 
tfjC ttt% who lived in the time of K. Hen. III. 
(when Robert of Gloucester flourished) or^ as 
others say, about the time of K. Henry I *. As 
Brumman, or Bruman, was a very wealthy Man^ 
so he had a great Estate hereabouts, was com<-> 

moniy called "Brummatt tj^e rfcj^ Of CUalton ^ 

and was always very civil and obliging to the 
Scholars. In those times, what we now call 

CQIalton dUell was styid ^aretnefl or Dote* 

fOeH from it's Antiquity, (as D&rfDell, or 
D^^^I> ^^^^^^ Abbington in Berks was like* 
wise so call'd upon the same account) ^BXt or 
JjOtt, as I have lately insinuated S signifying old, 
which Name it retained, among many, divert 
Years after. I take it to be the oldest Well of 
note about Oxford, where, however, there 
were formerly a great many famous Wella. 
DOlpfDSH cannot come at all in competition 
with it for it's Antiquity. For the Church or 



" Coll. nostr. MSS. Vol. 67. 
p. 14. Item Praef. nostr. ad 
Joan. Rossi Hist, regum Ang- 
llS) p.Tiii. ^ Coll. nostr.MSS. 



Vol. 67.p.l«4. 5 Coll. nostr. 
MSS^Vol. 88. p. 20. ♦ Vide, 
sis Praef. nostr. ad Hemingi 
Cliartalar. EccU Wig. §«xi. 

Chap. 
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Chftppell of ||)OlpfDen is properly caU'd %U 
CtOf0C'jS (being dedicated to the Holy Cross^ 
and built too in form of a Cross, tho' the North 
part be now down) and 'twas first call'd |)Olp- 
fUdl from the Well many Years after the Build-> 
ing of itt when the Water was known and 
fam*d to have a peculiar virtue for the Eyes, 
and was thence term'd holj/. But tho' |)Olp* 
fnCH was so much celebrated, yet the Fame of 
dt.€inDarll'0* or, as ethers ', &t CUtnUtttlU 
CHell, without 0!5rfllBfrt, or rather OStfllffSttfte 
or O5tfll0f|)pt|^0 V commonly, and indeed more 
anciently, call'dSlt CICinent'0> by Oxford was 
far greater, in so much that there was a Resort 
of all sorts of People from all Parts to it^ and 
the. Water ' of it was believed to be so effectual 
in curing divers Distempers, and thereupon 
held to be of so great Sanctity, that here they 
made Vows, and brought their Alms and Of*- 
ferings. This was the Case also of abundance 
of other Wells throughout the Kingdom, which 
gave occasion to several Injunctions prohibiting 
such respect, as a Thing indecent and super- 
stitious, and, among others, the Worship of 
this Well of St. EUlward was particularly forbid 
by Oliver Sutton, Bishop of Lincoln, in the time 
of Edward the firsf. This Well-worship was 
call'd by our Saxon Ancestors U)ilpeojiJ?unje or 

* CoU. nostr. MSS. Vol.SS. I Plot's Natural Hist. of Oiford- 
p. 26. Ibid. p. 10. < Dr. ' silica, chap. II. i 70. 

UJlIpCOjl- 



xtttu tH£: f UfitlSHEU'd 

tUilpedjiJ^unja^ and is strictly forbidden in K,iag 
Edgar's Canons and K. Cnute's Laws, as 'twas 
in a Council at London under Archbishop. Ao-^ 
selm in the Year 1 103. as is well noted by Mr* 
Somner \ and sonle of our best Criticks ob^ 
serve^ that what is translated Wttt-worsMp in 
Colossians ' should be WeU-wordup. This Well 
of St Edward is now quite stopt up, and hath 
been so for many Years, but it was in the 
Field about a Furlong S. S. West of St Cle- 
ment's Church, and I have heard some of the 
Ancients of Oxford talk of it, as many old 
t'eople will likewise speak with great satis- 
faction of the old Well [call'd by them com^ 
tnonly CtOtD'fDCiL i- e.Cross-weU'] off^Olj^-Wtt, 
that was also stopt up, as a yast Number of 
others were> after the Injunctions came to be 
of force, and were put in Execution ; tho' it 
must be acknowledg'di that CtOlD'tDCH (which 
was almost opposite to the Cross that is in thfe 
Wall of Magdalen College Grove, notwith* 
standing Dr. Plot insinuates ^, that it was the 
Well behind Holywell Church, in the Court be- 
fore the Mannour House) was opened again 
some Years after it had been stop'd, and con- 
tinued in great fame Hill the Siege of Oxford, 
particularly for it's good service to bad Eyes, 



' Saxon Wet. voc. Wilfeoji>ttnje. * Ch. IL t. M. » Nat- 
Hist, of Oxfordsh, ch. X. §. 142, 

which 



which occasion*d these Verses to be put tipoa 

the Cover of it : 

ILctito mait tbim Q3leil ndirffe. 

Jt noei no (ton, hut (el90 ^e ^t^$. 

Soon aft^r the Siege, the Stones of it were car- 
ried by Mr. Cowdrey the Shoe-maker to the 
Welli now caird, from the Person that lives at 
it, l3efDtOn'0 SUcH) that is on the East side of 
Holy-'well Church. But notwithstanding all 
this, (DQaltOn (DQICn (which, I think, was most 
of all frequented ' in the time thit the 
King's Palace, called Cfie "BeaUmOntjSi and the 
Carmelite Friery at the said Palace flourished) 
was tiot concerned in these Prohibitions, he^ 
cause the Water was not esteem 'd and look'd 
upon as holy. Neither was StfttOtle'jS (CQIen 
(which I take to be near as ancient a Well as 
that of SSJaltOn) included in the Prohibitions^ 
being fam'd only for it's being frequented by 
Scholars, not for it's Sanctity, but for a House 
of Entertainment here built, to which they 
us'd to resort, especially on Ashwednesdays, 
when the Batchelours of Arts, that defend Ari- 
stotle in the Publick Disputation?, are styled 
Aristotles, and formerly, after the hot Disputa* 
tions in the Schools, they, as well as other Scho- 
lars, us'dtogo into the Fields by this Well, which 
was their Place of Refreshment, and exercise 
themselves in another manner, not so proper 

' Coll. aostr« MSS. Vol. 07* p. 10. 
Vol. !• d for 
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for them^ which some Years agoe was put 
down. 
Our Author's Poe. §. jx, I am here very sensible, that 

try agreeable to the ^, . .. . „ , ^.^i 

Genius of his Age, &" Objection against Robert of GIou* 
and his regard to cester will be started by several upoa 

Tmth m his . 

Rhythms answers the score of his Poetry, as . if that were 

^^iSnT'^d "^«'y '^'^S*"' Argument to make him 
oldBiitains. neglected and despised. But he (and 

not Chaucer^ as Dr. Thomas Fuller *, and sonne 
others would have it^ ) is the Ennius of the EUi- 
glish NatioUj and he is^ on that account, to be 
as much respected, as even Ennius himself waji 
among the Romans, and I have good reason 
to think, that he will be so by Friends to our 
Antiquities, and our old History. Tis the Ge- 
nius of the age that is to be regarded in such 
Pieces of Poetry. The Poetry of those timeg 
consisted of Rhythms both here and in other 
Countries, and the Poets thought they had 
done their Parts well, if their Rhythms, how<» 
ever mean otherwise, related matter of Fact, 
and were agreeable to Truth. And truly this 
exactly corresponded with the Rules of the an- 
eient Pythagorssans. For even TuUy tells us^ 
at the Beginning of the IV^ Book of his Tus* 
culan Questions, that the Pythagorasans us'd to 
put their Precepts and other Things of mo* 



' ChnrchJEIistory of Bri. 
tain, 1. YI. p. 308. tho* he had 
before told us^ 1. Ill, p. 4. that 



he [Rob. of Glouc] wa» 
counted the Virgil of hit agCy 
and the Enntos in ours. 

ment 
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ment (among whicb^ to be sure^ are to be reck- 
on'd the famous Acts of tbeir Ancestors) into 
Verse^ and that it was usual with the old Ro- 
mans, according to the Custom of the Pytha- 
gorasans, when thejr sat at Banquets^ to recite 
the Virtues and Praises of Great Men in Yerse^ 
and to sing and play upon the Pipe upon such 
occasions, and thence, as I take it, even the 
old Britains, who followed the Pythagorasan 
Doctrines, addicted themselves so much to 
Verse, tho' as well the Pythagorsans, as Ro* 
mans and Britains, took care^ that no Verse 
should tend to the Injury of another, one of 
the Laws of the XII. Tables expressly forbid* 
ding any such Indecency, and some of our old 
Rhythms laying down Rules against any unbe* 
coming Expressions in Poetry, such as may con* 
duce to Immorality; and in this, as well as his 
unaffected way of relating matter of Fact in 
Rhythm, our Author is to be commended, as a 
true Picture of Antiquity. 
$. X. Since, therefore, Robert of He Ij* contlju^ 

Gloucester appears, on all accounts, to the World. The ya- 

be so valuable an Author, what reason Ms.^'^^Wch^^^^ 
can be assigned, that he hath been so lowed in the Edi. 

much neglected, and that he was not iLTforS^^ne W 
long since published to the World ? 'Tis goage, as well as 
probable the Obsoleteness of the Lan- i^^the MS, oAhe 
guage might be the nmin reason, or, at Ueraid's Office, 
iMfty 'tis likely, that some Persons of ^ li^^d in ^h^ 

d 2 ^^^ of ^^°« ^'- 

Di- 
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Distinction, not pleased with several cf bis htf^ 
nest Relations of Things, might characterize 
him as an insignificant Writer, and prejudice 
the Readers so much against him, that they 
were not at all sollicitous about an Edition. B«^ 
this as it will, as I look upon him to be one of 
the first Rank in our old Historians, so I, manj 
Years agoe, had thoughts of publishing him ao 
cording to the Bodleian MS. to which I had 
then daily access. But finding afterwards, that 
there are much better Copies in the World, I 
laid aside my Design of publishing this Author^ 
and did not resume it 'till above a Year agoe, 
when the Loan of a MS. that formerly belonged 
to Sir Simonds D'Ewes, ( whose MSS. the Earl 
of Oxford purchased ) was procur'd for me out 
of the Harleyan Library by that most eminent 
Physician the learned Dr. Richard Mead, who 
is my very great Friend. It came to me, ac* 
companied with another ^MS. of Robert of 
Gloucester, the Loan of which was obtain*d 
for me out of the Heralds Office by another 
great Friend, the learned John Bridges, Esq. 
who was at the trouble of transmitting both 
these MSS. to me. As soon as I saw the Har<i> 
leyan MS. I presently concluded, that it was a 
very ^ood one and authentick, and therefore 
I immediately transcrib*d it, and resolved to 
make it my Text. But then as to that of the 
Heralds Office, I found not only the Language of 

Ro- 
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Robert of Gloucester to be altered throughout 
in itf but the Work quite changed in several 
respects, by haying some Passages transposed^ 
others omitted, and divers inserted that were 
never written by Robert of Gloucester, who 
was of different Principles from this Author. A 
great deal of Prose History in English (partly 
taken from Geffry of Monmouth, partly from 
William of Malmsbury, partly from Brute of 
England, Polychranicon, SHc.) is intermixed in 
this MS. with what is in Rhythm, but as the 
Substance of most of this is already published 
in Stowe (who had seen this MS.) and other 
Books, I have left out much the greatest part 
of it, and confined my self to the genuine 
Work of Robert of Gloucester, which, however* 
I have carefully compared with this MS. of the 
Heralds Office, and taken notice of what I 
thought proper^ and have inserted my Obser- 
vations from it (among which are to be reck- 
oned also those of the Prose part) at the bot- 
tom of the page, always subjoyning Ar. [i. e. 
the MS. of the College of Anm^ to them. Who 
the Author was, that took such a liberty with 
Robert of Gloucester ( a thing that hath hap- 
pened to many other ancient Remains) I will 
not pretend, at present, to determine; but this 
is certain, that he both lived and wrote in the 
time of Hen, VI. as appears from this Memq^ 
randwn, (written all [excepting ^l CCCC4 jCldfU-Q 

dS itt 
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in red Letters^ but in the same Hand with ilie 
Book) at the Beginning of the Work : SI ptt 

tmat^ fro dSiaUam Conqutrour, of t%e Crotone 
of (tnstlmtity Ipnnj^allp fiercenHpng, bti to bpnf 
l^enr; tge bL in t^z enD of ti?0 boke Ipmnett 
ill JFyffursr. ^]^?0 boke, toftb bp0 fltntecebetur 
anil conCequent;, toast Cul tnHrti tSie \>U tia; offe 
iau0uff, tbe sere of oure lorDe a fl^i^ cm. jXbUL 
anO tbe pere of oure foucrapn lorUt kpng; 

l^arn; tbe % aftter tit conqueft tlje jCjcti{. 

Who, howerer, if y XI. Tho* this MS. of the Heralds 
wStie^hTd^ Office ( for the use of which I am in a 
also that of Robert particular manner obliged to my learn* 

Rhythmical Ac ^ Friend John Anstis^ Esq. Garter» 
count of the Kingi principal King of Arms) be in several 

of England at the !l '^. / \ 

End of his MS. Places imperfect^ and bath some of tbe 
which is here like- j^aves transposed ( as a few Leaves are 

vise pnnted. 

also transposed in the Harlejan MS.) 
yet 'tis^ as I judge^ the yery original Book. 
The Author^ undoubtedly^ took a great deal 
of pains in new modelling Robert of Glou* 
cester^ and in adapting eyery Thing to his own 
Scheme. He divers times introduceth the 
Rhythms by the name of Olll Xl|)ptllQI0> but 
never so much as once mentions the Name of 
Robert of Gloucester, or pretends to discover 
what his own Name was. Mr. Weever had di* 
ligently perus*d this MS. and quotes it some* 
times as if the whole were Robert of Glouce- 
ster'Sj a mistake that some great Men besides 

bare 
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have been guilty of with respect to other 
Writers^ as may plainly appear^ as well from 
other Instances^ as from what I observed 
lately with regard to Fordun's ScotichrorUcon* 
^1)0 ]^CtC0tCtt mentioned in the Note abovesaid 
is still to be seen at the end of the MS. toge^ 
ther with the Limnings or Pictures (all but 
that of William Rufus and Henry I. which are 
cut out) of the Kings of England from William 
the Conquerour to Hen« VI. inclusively^ and 
this additional Part is also cited by Weever^ 
but in that he happens to distinguish rightly^ 
making it, as it is^ quite different from any 
Piece of Robert of Gloucester's Writings. The 
Pictures I have omitted^ but the rest I have 
printed in my Appendix \ and> I hope^ I have 
thereby obliged those that have any respect 
for our Antiquities. 

§• XII. The Reader will perceive at But these Rhythms 
first sights that these Rhythms are much than those of Ro. 
shorter than those of Robert of Glou- ^^^ ©^ Gloucester, 
cester. And indeed in this very MS. those in this^Ms! 
in the Body of the Book, is also a great jf ?* ^^*5? ^ *"^ 
Number of other Rhythms, that are 
also shorter than Robert's, I mean such as re- 
late to Richard the First; (which nevertheless 
are erroneously ascrib'd by Dr. Fuller * to Ro- 
bert of Gloucester:) but then I have quite 



'Num.IU. 'Ch.Hi8t.l. 
III. p. 43. where he gires us 
the following Rhythms^aud ia 



the Margin calls them Robert 
of Gloucester's : 
d4 Ring 
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omitted all these^ partly because they are (in 
ny respects ) strangely Romantick^ and partly be* 
cauM they are of the same kind with those that 
were printed by Wynkyn de Worde in the Year 
1528. under the Title ofCliedtOrp Of tlie nOblC 
ftpngeEfCftatHCurCllClLpon, of which I never 
yet saw but one Copy^ which is that in tbe 
Bodleian Library, that I formerly mentioned 
in a Letter about Geffry Chaucer that I wri^ 
iu the Year 1709. to the before mentioned 
' ingenious Mr. Bagford, which Letter I shall 
insert at large in my Appendix ^, partly because 
( provided I may be allow'd to say this ) it was 
much approved of by my late very honest and 
learned Friend Mr. John Urry^ to whom some 
body had communicated it^ and partly because 
it happened to be^ upon several accounts, com- 
mended by some other Persons of distinction. 



* Jafeiy iUna SUc^stH turtle suH nttcm 

sftith tSTo rat cite tf * JtXtB tDcnt 

Fuller) ^ motn ^e tent aftut %a l&obett fMetile 

that is 1^ Q3ttIIiam Sfflateniile 

Joppa in ^t It^ubart anti %it Eobact of ^uni|t«B 

PfUestine. ^< Bemam 1BranliC0 ann 3lo)^n 1» ^<* 3o^ 



Which TeryRhythmsIfind also I MS-oftheHeraldsOffice^wliera 
in those about Richard I. inthe | they are thus expressed : 

Brno iEUc^tn Initio oooH entent 

iZTo t^at cite of 3IdfC0 taient* 

f)n mofkve i^e fentaftui lEUibeit ftaleuiUt 

e ftice 83UIleam t^e SSBateniilei 

4&ire lli^uhen e lEtobeet of ^umlwnit 

fUce IDntram l^caunM^ e 3lo^ He l^ernt 31o(aii» 

»§.m. *Num.IV$ 

to 
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to whom it was occasionally shew'd. Nor have 
I heard of but one more printed Copj of this 
Book about K. Richard ( tho', without doubts 
they were formerly common enough ) and that 
is that in the Harleyan Library^ which is much 
more clean and perfect than the Bodleian Copy» 
as I am assured by my ingenious Friend the 
Reverend Mr. Timothy Thomas, M, A. and 
Student of Christ Church, who takes notice \ 
that the Title Page of this Book has a wooden 
Cut of a Knight an horseback, attended by a 
Squire, and these words on the top of the Page^ 
•Sj^g Bycharde cure duly on t 

that there then follows on the other side of th« 
Leaf^ 

The fTologue 
Orde Jcynge ofglorye 
Suche grace and suche vyctory 
Tlum sendest to kynge Bycharde 
That neuer was found cowarde 
It is good to here Jestes 
Of his prowesse and his conquestes 
Many romayns men make newe 
Of good knyghtes and of trewe 
&c. 
and * that at the End of the Book are these 
words : 

' In his Letter to me Oct 23. 1723. * So in his Letter to 
me Jane 20. 1723. 

^Tkus 
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9 7%U5 endcth ihe story of the noUe Jcyge Ry^ 
charde cure de lyon. Imprinted at Lottdon by 
wt/nkyn de worde. Tlie j/ere of our lorde. 

M. ccccc and. xxviii. 
The Author of §. XIII. Now altho' I will not pre- 

which Rhythms a-. ,. iai /•!• 

boat Richard I. ^^^ ^o discover the Author of the ad- 

Mems tohaTeb«en ditional Rhythms ahout our Kings to 
Robert of BninDe. *', , ^ 

Rohcrt of Gloucester, yet (at present ) 

I am of opinion, that those about Richard the 
first in the Body of tlie Book, as well as the 
printed ones, were written by Robert of Brunne, 
the same, I mean, that translated Robert 
Grosthead's ^Sitmlt ^tCtJ^t (or^anuel He 
^tt^t) out of French, of which there is a small 
Fol. MS. in the Harleyan Library on Parch- 
ment, wrote very near the Author's time, 
having two Columns on each page, as those 
Rhythms about Richard the first, in the MS. 
of the Heralds Office, are likewise in two Co- 
lumns, contrary to what Robert of Gloucester's 
are. This MS. of Robert of Brunne's Transla- 
tion begins with this Title in Red letters: 

Here hygynne]) ihe hoJce \fat men clepyn in frenshe 
manuele pecche \ewhych bake made yn frauhe 
Robcrd Gros test Bishop oflyncolne. 

9i\^ifi anH (one anH |ioip goSt ) 
)>at art o goU of m?ste0 moftt ) 

flit )^ tourTcfijp fllwl toe bjffsn ) 
tCo fll^ame \t fenH % Qieto oure C;nne 3 

&pnne 
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tBpmt to ^tto t>0 to ft&mt \ 
<0oo to i9in;fcli]?p J'tChd) to t^tmt s 

\ 



fe&ameM tvnnt[p goU to im 
mHt men 00 boft (maU t stttt 

\t ffccte tof^out^n pv^yte 
I>at bvti comune to me t t)e 



} 



This Author became famous very soon^ even 
ID the Year 1303. 31. Edw. I. (above thirty 
Year^ before he finished his Chronicle^ a most 
rare Work, and known to very few of our His* 
torians and Antiquaries^ which was in the 
Year 1338.) as appears from the following 
Lines^ which conclude the second Column of 
the first Page of the said MS. Translation of 
Ij^ttttUdC pSCCl^05 and were sent me % with what 
i have already said about this MS. by my be- 
fore mentioned ingenious Friend Mr: Timoihy 
Thomas, and he did it the more readily, not 
only because they have the Juthar'n ( or rather 
Trandator*s) Name, but because there are in 
them some other Circumstances, vhich maj 
coatributc to know him more perfectly. 



^0 alle ttpS|»nmm unbft; Qmne ? 
iano to goot mgn of inrumu S 



' la » Letter dated Sept 19. 173S. 

sum 
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^nti rpetfali alle be name | 

pt felauQ^epe of &;mpr;ng;)aine j 

Hobetli of brun ne sitttp ^otD 7 

3n al ffoHeneSe >at ma? to proto 3 

iDt l5r|fmtoake jn kefteuene^ > 

&pjcemyleberpiiefpmpr?ngbft euene > 

y l^toelleti pn tfje pryorye 7 

iFpftene jere pn cumpanpe 3 

3ri be tpme of goOeHane 3|one 7 
dDfeamclton pkt note y0 gone 3 

3n b?fli tpme toais p fere ten xeretf 7 
MnO kneto anti bertie of bp0 maneretf 3 

fepfpn tofti) &ane Jone of d^ntone 
iFpue topntyc tDpJ> bPfffln p toone 

fiDane felpp toad mapSec J^at t^me 
fat If began f p0 englpQ) rpme 

fe xeretf of graee fpl fan to be 
SI foufynH $ f re tiunHceO $ fte 



} 



TU« Robert of §. XIV. This Robert of Brunne if 

Branne the nme ., •.• n . « ^« • 

with Stowe'i Ro- "^^ ^anie with Robert Brune, that it 
bertBrune. Stowe quoted in the Margin of the Folio Ed. 

wu f f rtfti n lY tii6 

Author of the of Stowe's Annals under the Year 1266. 

Fragments, tiiat I {„ t^g R^jg^ of King Henry III. But 

haTe pnnted in ° j 

Hemiog. Stowe*8 what Book 'twas that Stowe made use 
JlSrS h" a™! of the-re, he hath not been pleased to 
nicle. A very re- acquaint us. Neither^ indeed, is either 

out^ of RoberTof ^^^^^ ^^ Brunne mentioned in the va^ 
Brunne's Chroni- luable Fragments of Stowe, that I re^ 
the sime ^M^tTc*! Pointed lately at the End of Heming from 
cnrrs in Stowe. a Copy communicated to me by my inge- 
nious and curious Friend Mr. John Murray. I 
call these Fragment's Stowe's^ because I find 

the 
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the Conjecture I made in mj Dissertation a- 
bout them, viz. not only that John Stowe was 
the Author of them, but that thej belonged to 
some short Chronicle^ to which was prefixed 
some Calendar, to be yerj just and true. For 
indeed they belonged to Stowe's Summary or 
Abridgment of the Chronicles of England. For 
tho' I have not yet met with a Copy of this 
Summary with these Fragments, in which we 
have an Account of his Authors, yet in a Pre- 
face that he put to one Edition of his Sum- 
mary, which ends in the Year 1573. he expressly 
tells us, that he was the Author of those Frag* 
nienls. I never saw (that I remember) but 
one Copy of that Edition, and it was given me 
by my very learned Friend Mr. Baker of Cam- 
bridge. This Copy, tho' a little imperfect both 
at the Beginning and End, is a very great Cu- 
riosity (as indeed all Editions of the Summary 
are now Curiosities) and I esteem it the more^ 
because I cannot learn, that this Preface is in 
any other edition. There is a Calendar at the 
Beginning, which confirms my Notion also as 
to that Point. For better satisfaction I shall 
reprint this Preface in my Appendix \ as I 
should have done in Heming had it then been 
in my possession. The Reader will perceive by 
it the disingenuous dealing of Richard Graflon 
towards John Stowe, a Man tho* of no great 

Learning, yet of incredible Industry in collect- 
> Num. V. in» 
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The Kings tide was his head, md his name written^ 
The crosse side, what Citie it was in, cojned ' or imiCtMl* 
To poore man, ne to Priest, the peny fraises nothiog. 
Men giue God aye the least, they feast him with a farthing ; 

A thousand two hundred, fourescore yeares * add mo. 

On this money men wondred, when it first began to goe. 

^e olh mone; (adds stowe) toa0 not Cdrbflmen to goe 
tofrfi t\tt nets : anH beQUtis tfieCe monfed tbttt tMX 
copneti groatr0,conta(nfnff four pence tfie peece. 
Regist. of ^iie pound of etterUng mone; at tfif time tontaf m 
^"^^^ (nff 18. ounces, to toit, fine Qluer (fucfi an men talc 
into fople or Ieaue0, % itfeommonipcalleU filuei:of<Ba< 
ttierom lane) 1 1 . ounces, 9. eSerlmg^, anH one tiejUnf . 
anb tfie otfiei 17. n. ob.q. to be alap. 2ilfot{iepoitfili 
ougbtto toep ofmonep, SO0« 3. &« bp occompt,fo tftat 
no pounb ougbt to be aboue so« 0. 4^ b. nor leffe t(m 
90. 0« 9. ti« bp account* tlTbt ounce to toe; so. D^ 
^bc pen? to toep 24. grained, &c. 

The late learned Bishop Fleetwood hath re- 
printed the whole Passage from Stowe^ to which 
he hath added many curious Particulars of hit 
own^ in pag. 44. of his excellent Book called 
Chronicon Preciosum, to which I shall refer the 
Reader. 
Instead of the ano. ^. XV . To what hath been said about 

RhytZs JjJn^Ki! "J omitting the foresaid Rhythms 
chard I. I haTe in- (the Author of which, I belieye^ was 
^w'lf^Rob^T o^f Robert of Brunne) another reason may 
Gloucester, in a i^^ added^ and that is this^ that in their 

Continuation ^^ a j r u ui* u j ^u ^ 

the Harieyan MS. stead I have published the true ge- 

from the Cottonian — --—.^---— ——-—---—------———--—— ------ 

Library. ' And pro or in dicta Ed. * In qua Ed. and pra 

mid babemus. 

Duine 
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iiuine ones upon that Pri&ce of Robert of 
Gloucester himself who left out whatever he 
thought Romantick^ as we may gather from 
his own Words^ and would therefore^ without 
doufot^ have passed bj these^ had they been in 
being in his time^ which are so very fabulous 
as to be looked upon only for their Antiquity> 
and as a Curiosity. I must confess> that these 
genuine Rhythms of Robert of Gloucester re- 
lating to Richard I. are wanting in the Har- 
feyan MS. which ends in that Year of K. Ste- 
phen's Reign^ in which the Empress Maud made 
her Escape from the Castle of Oxford^ wherein 
she had been so long besieged by K. Stephen. 
But then they arc extant in the MS. of the 
Cottonian Library, in which MS. the History 
is brwight down to the latter End of K. Henry 
the Third's Reign, and 'tis from thence I have 
supply'd the Harleyan MS. the intire Conti- 
nuation out of it being procured for me by my 
most generous Friend, before mentioned, the 
learned Dr. Mead^ who, after he had got it 
transcribe wholly at his own Expenses, put it 
into tiie liands of another of my Tery good 
Friends the learned John Bridges, Esq. who 
is likewise mentioned above, and so it came 
safely to my liands. 



Vol L e §. XVI. 
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The H«rl<^ MS. J. XVI. Natwith«tanding the H«y> 

perfect, tho' it , 

comet nothing lejan MS. breaks off so earlj, yet since 
near w »ow u that jt ends about the middle of a Page, and 

of the Cottoiiiaii ... ^ ^ 

Libraiy. One with a full Line^ 'tis justly look 'd upoa 

^^:. •^ ^t?**^ I* by Criticks as a perfect Book. So tbat, 

wanting in the Cot- • , 

onfenMS. in all likely hood, the Author carried 

on the Work at first no farther, but after some 
time resumed it again, and brought it down 
to his own time. The Harleyan MS. seems to 
have been written in the Reign of K. Edward 
the Thirds but the Cottonian one is Judg*d to 
l)e about 50. Years older than the Harleyan: 
The Harleyan MS. agrees^ ( abating some Varia>- 
tions in the Language ) so far as it goes» with 
the Cottonian one^ and yct^ without doubt^ 
they were transcribed from different Copies, 
one from the Work as it was first finished bjthe 
Author^ the other from a MS. that was icom* 
pleated after the Author set about it again af- 
ter some Intermission. The Cottonian MS. 
ends in the Year 1270. and so there wants but 
two Years to compleat Hen. the Third's Reigo^ 
who died Nov. 16. 1272. The Author undoubt- 
edly finished that Reign^ and 'tis agreed upoD 
by such as have seen and considered it, that the 
Cottonian MS^ which ends at the bottom of a* 
Page^ wants one Leaf, if not more^ to fill up* 
that Reign. And this, I think, is likewise con- 
firm'd from some MSS. of Robert of Gloucester 
(whereof one is that in the Bodleian Library) 



' . 
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Wbieh tho' they want all K. Henry the Third's 
Reiga, ending the History with that of King 
John^ yet they have the following Verses^ in 
which a reason (tho' a very poor one) i^ given 
for omitting the Author's Account of the Bat- 
tle of Lewis and Evesham in those MSS. 

fbtaxt tUiUaii come afttti 9 yitt lonne }Bn nome, 

9nli alfo ttDente Haie^t an^ lien to80 31 M^r 
9nl iuiim at mtfJtmtnUttf >et ^ hdt^i ^it Us* 
a^n ttiere in pia tnne ttoo Bataito in ionlle» 
9t titotB ami at OfueSam/ ai J imnerOoniif , 
ViNtt torn ^>Tie lonof , 9 ^it ne ien forgete nao^tt 
fr^cr fore in t^ia bole ne ben ^ti nou^t tntoujt. 
iDff OH^ tiDCItie t^untiteD, e ttno anti feuent; jeer, 
Dene InaB 4e icnae Q^enrr^ a0 3 Mu ^olo eer» 

^toatri ^ fane ti^an loaiS, man of oret prt0^ 
St sneflmenlhe ccotimH^» ihonae fti^nse 9 ^0f] 
«(at of 4BHaU(C(e lontie clenlic^eal otptc 
1^ loan t»e ^ionoiiei toere t^ei nener Co protote % 

$. XVII. Our Author, therefore, hav- Our Author seemt 
ing brought his History to the End of Beginniorof Edw! 
the Reign of Henry the III. and being ^f ^Irof i Reign. 

' X i^^t r / -1 Himself giTco an 

about to write that ofEdw. 1. was (as it ezpresi Testimony 

seems to me) prevented from going far-* ^^u^h *fl™^-Ji" 
ther by Death, b ut in what Year it was of ed. 



> £ Coll. no9t4 MSS. Vol. 
58. p. 75. & Vol. 61. p. 2J2, 
234. uti etiam h scbedula 
qnadam, mihi donata ab ami- 
cissimo ornatissimoqne Jn- 
Tene Jacobo West, A. B. h 
Collegia Balliolensi, qui 



meam in gratiam eandem per* 
quam beaeTofe h Codice MS. 
exscripsit. Haoc autem sche* 
dulam ad calcemVol.97.CoU 
lectaneorum nostrorum in* 
serui. 

e 2 that 
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that King's Reign it doth not appeUr, tho% I 
think, it must have been after tlie tixCh, be- 
cause in pag. 224. he mentions K. Arthur's fkir 
Toinbe, in the middle of the Quire^ before fbe 
high Altar at Glastonbury^ which Tombe mmar 
so raised in the Year J278. or the shcth Voar *f 
Edw.. L bj order of that King. The chief Cba- 
racteristick, that him^f hath given of Hie time 
in which he flourish 'd^ is that about the Battle 
of Evesham in the Year 1265. when he telU 
us^ that the day, on which it happened^ wms 
very dismal and dark, aud that faimtdf^ to bie 
great Fear and Astonishment, was an Eje-wit- 
ness of this dreadfull dark time. 

ftuici) tDSjS (saith lie ') ^ mocker of CindMi (mc iMUIe nm ir 

na0) 
9 >ei tDi> Jtmn €M toel tMtrle [I* tmde] iysM liu, 
90 i€ (Tchir^ Mroiniiiiflf itttUcir f oflide, 
^ it M of im fulue, >o l^e leOie on }t ntfiev 
}n >tni al>f mitmclem utk (etie>C) Inui innu* 
'Stfo ft toule }t aotie mm at Cueftam me flou, 
90 in }« XHx} mm a Hett tofUrr >er iiro0» 
SifOclnltc)^ (uttt inoiiy ]m mani man a0tO0| 
e tuex caae it ]tt)te al }vt lonB, )«t me mifce tmiejt iClr» 
mOato MBec >an ic Imi ne mifte anCT>clte* 
9tt toctae lua9C0 of idne ]?er toelle otete inou. 
jU toiniaof tel in ->i0 foni, >o me ]^0 men Oon, 
Qor ^retti mire >ainie. >i0i(eiftota3i, 
>at toeia >i0 boc mtiie, » )Ba0 toel ooee aknu 

' Pag. 560. 

s. xvm. 
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i. XVIII. This being so very clear Which, howeTer, 

3 'i* rwi A» i» ^i_ A' '* pass'd over by 

and manifest a Testimony of the time> ^^^ ^^o endea- 
\irben our Historian lived, what reason voor'd to settle his 

. , Ac6 from proofs 

can be thought of^ that it should be extracted from his 
OTcrlook'd by the unknown Writer of Chronicle. 
some Remarks (sent me by the learned John 
Bridges, Esq. ) at the bottom of the first Page 
4)f the Cottonian MS. touching the Age of Bof- 
4>ert of Gloucester^ especially since he pre- 
tended to draw his Proofs from the Author him* 
self? One that undertakes such a Task should 
read every Passage over deliberately, and exa* 
^nine and sift them with the utmost care and 
nicety. But it seems this Writer rely'd more 
upon an interpolated MS« in the hands of the 
famous Mr. Thomas AUen of Gloucester HaLb 
4han be did upon the genuine Work of the 
Author^ and by virtue of that he brings Robert 
of Gloucester ^own to the latter End of Ed- 
wvd the Secopd, whereas he had no such 
Grounds to go upon in the genuine Qook. '^ I 
''' have got copied'' (saith Mr. Bridges ') '' half 
'' a slieet * out of the Cottonian MS. vi^ Th^ 
*' remarks, at the bottom of Uie first ppge^ in 
''^ an unknown hand, touching the age of the 
^' Author^ and his proofs collected from Rob. 
'' of Glocester himself, and also giving an ac- 
^' count of two Fragments, which are inserted 

' In his Letter to me Mar, 12. 172*. •See it printed ip 
tC^t Appen4ix^ Nam. Vi* 

e3 ''«i 
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" in bjti of Paper in the 71^'fol b. and 75. out 
'* of a Copy in the hands of one Tho. Allen of 
'' Oxford, which, as he says^ extended no far- 
''ther than to the Reign of K. Stephen, for 
*^ which reason we at first imagined it to be the 
'' same with my L^* Harley's, but upon looking^ 
^ for the said inserted passages we find them 
" both wanting. The said remarks are in a hand 
^' of about 100. Years standing. His first proof of 
the age of Robert is from a passage in K. Ar-* 
thur, where he speaks of the finding that 
King's bones at Glastonbury^ from whence, 
he says^ His plain, that the Author liv'd after 
*' the time of Edw. I. whereas the Coffin with 
'' the Inscription, and that King's bones were 
discover'd^ according to Leland, in the time of 
Hen. II '. of which you will be a much better 
'' Judge. His second proof is from one of the 
*' inserted passages, where 'tis said, that Seg^* 
" brit, or Sebert, King of the East Saxons, the 
'^ Founder of Westminster Abbey, was buried 
<' there 706. Years ago ; and he dying in the 
'' Year 617. brings the age of the Author to 
f ' 1323. or the latter end of Edw. II. The third 
'' proof from fol. 98. b. is plainly a mistake^ by 
'' taking Edw. the Confessor, there mentioned, 
" for Edw. II. The Title in the Cotton MS. 
*' is in a hand yery like Camden's thus^ Hisioria 
V Regum Anglia ad Henricum tertiutn d Rob. Gto- 
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' restreruiyqiU eodem tempore floruit^ but the La- 
*' tin is not elegant enough for him, in my 
'' opinion." 
§. XIX. Thus my excellently learned pur Aothor righu 

Jv observes the T&st 

Friend, ( who d^'ed j ust as I was p utting Digproportiou that 
the finishing stroke to this Work, ) from J^ere was between 

° ^ toe pious Acts ot 

i?vhom I musthumbly beg leave to dissent K. £dw. the Con- 
with respect to the last Proof, the Words KrEd war?\S 
beings as I conceive^ to be understood ^^^ Con<iuest. Id- 

not of Edward the Confessor, but of be'^^^k 'd°upon^ as 
the first King Edward after the Con- Redundancies, not 
quest, in whose Reign Robert of Glou- old MSS. ' 
cester dyed. He justly acknowledg'd this King 
Edward to be a good Prince^ but then as justly 
observes^ that there was a vast Disproportion 
between K.Edward the Confessor and him, there 
being no Comparison to be made of the one 
with the other^ if their Acts of Piety, Cbarity 
Munificence and Hospitality be duly consi- 
dered. But then whereas the Remarker ob- 
serves *, that several Leaves, relating to the 
History of Mellitus, to the Eucharist, and to 
Cedwall are wanting after /d/. 71. in the Cot- 
tonian MS. this is eertainl}* . a mistake in li|pi^ 
and there is no doubt but the MS. is perfect 
thercj and of much better Authority, than if 
they had been inserted. Interpolations (such 
as these are) are always to be look'd upon as 
Redundancies in any old Authors, and the MSS. 



i^'^' 



' See in the Appendix, pag. 010» 
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tbercfbre^ that are without tbem, are -bj no 
means deficient. Had I thought otherwise^ I 
might have multiplied them from the MS. of 
the Heralds Office, where so much of this nm* 
ture occurrs^ as I could also have strangelj in* 
larg'd Fordun's genuine Chronicle, when I wet 
him out lately, had I judged it proper for me 
to blend and confound the Interpolations and 
the authentick Work together, as they are done 
in some MSS. 



Mr. Thomas Brit. §. XX. When I first saw by the 
Small-Coal Man, nymous Remarks, that the Harlqran 
•'^'?' H!i!*!^ **H and Mr, Allen's MSS. notwithttaadinflr 

a MS. of Robert of . O .^ 

Gloucester. The their coming down to the same Period 
learned Mr. Tho, of time, were different, I began to be 

mas Allen had two i 

MSS. of him, one of opinion, that Mr. Allen's might haTe 

ite^'Seiar LU ^^^ *'^^ ^*"^^' *^** ^•^ sometimc in 
brary, the other the Hands of the late Mr. Thomas Briti- 

Hwd^^ "" "^^" *^"> *^^ famous Musical Small-Coal 
Man, which is thus mentioned in the first Part 
of the Auction Catalogue ' of his Books : A 
Poem of the KingB of Britain from Gurgu^ Son 
(OffK. BeUnusdown to Henry II. Tho* there be no 
IWttie to that Poem in the Catalogue, yet I 
take it to be Robert of Gloucester's ; but then 
that which makes me now think it to be dif* 
ferent from Mr. Allen *8 is, it's not beginning 
80 early at his did. So that perhaps this Copy 
of Mr. Allen came into some private Hands in 

' Pag. 34. num. 14. of the MSS. in Folio. 

France, 
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France^ and I fear, that it is now quite lost. 
That which gives ground to this Suspicion is^ 
the Fate of much the greatest Part of Sir Ke- 
nelm Digby's admirable Library, which, after 
Sir Kenelm's Death, fell into some such private 
Hands in France, and His certain, that his Li- 
brary consisted, in a very great measure, of 
Books, that had belonged to Mr. Allen. 'Tis 
true. Sir Kenelm gave a good number of the 
MSS. Mr. Allen had left him, to the Bodleian 
Library, not long after Mr. Allen's Death, and 
there is now among them a MS. of Robert of 
Gloucester, being the same that I have spoke 
of at the Beginning ' of this Preface, and was 
us'd by Mr. Selden when he was writing his 
History of Tithes*: but then this MS. (which 
comes to the End of K. John) is different from 
that referred" to by 'the Remarker, and there- 
fore will not at all invalidate what I have said 
about it's being lost in France. Yet if, after all, 
it will not be allow'd, that it was among those 
Books of his that were disposed of in France^ 
it is probable it came to some other Person in 
England than Sir Kenelm. For Mr. Wood ob- 
serves, that many of Mr. AUen^s MSS. did not 
come to Sir Kenelm, but some to Mr. Richard 
James^ and others to Sir Tho. Aylesbury. 

' §. I. ^ Videsb Historiftmlnem ejasd. in quo opere dtat 
dictamDecimarum, p. 906. &letiam Codicem Robert! nostd 
Aactonun Catalogum tub fi-lia Biblioth«ca Colt 

« Soop 
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'' Soon after" [Mr. Allen's Death, which hap^ 
pen'd on Sept. 30. 1632.] '' the chief pmrt of 
*' his" [Mr. Allen's] '' Library of incomparable 
'' MSS." (saith Mr. Wood> ) '' coming into the 
'' hands of Sir Kenelm Digby, as the owner be- 
^' fore had appointed^ they were the next jear 
^' given by him to the Bodleian or publick Li- 
'* brary^ where they yet remain. Some of them 
'* had before^ and about the time of Alien^n 
*^ death, been got from him by Bicli. JameM of 
'' C C. Coll. for the Cottonian Library, and others 
'' came mto the hands of Sir Tho. Aylesbury, 
^' Master of the Requests, but where those are 
" now, in truth I cannot tell." 

Sr WoS"h.;''i §• XXI. But tho' the Remarker wa. 
rightNotioD of the not SO lucky as to adjust the Age of 

ihroriif to" bi Ro^«^* ^f Gloucester, yet Mr. Seldeo, 
reckoned among by distinguishing the spurious Chroni- 

tert ^^^""^^ ^ "' ^'® ^^^^ *^** ^^*^'* " genuine, very 
readily found it out, and accordingly m his 
Notes on Eadmer*, and in his great work cfe 
Synedriis veterum Ehraorum ', places him under 
Edw. L about which time he hath placed him 
^Iso in his Titles qf Honour ^ and in his Preface 
to Eadmer ; (in which Preface he hath given 
us the Passage [something differing from the 
same as it is printed in his Jani Anglorum fades 
altera'] about William the Conqueror*s Sur- 

» Athcn.OxoB.VoLl.col. 4to. « Ed. fol. 1631. p. 60Q. 
493. * Pag. 169. « Lib. I. cap. ?. hll. 
JO p. 167. Amst. 1679 

rey) 
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wey) well knowing, that, notwithstanding a 
Leaf or two is wanting, in all likeljhood, in the 
Cotlonian MS. he finished the Reign of Hen. 
III. in which Reign, from the Passage above 
transcribed, he plainly understood that he flou- 
rished, and that, carrying the Woik no farther, 
he could not suryiye long after, at least not 
long enough to write the Glories of the Reign 
of Edw. I. Mr. Selden began very early to be 
acquainted with him, and no body hath done 
him more honour. He looked upon him as a 
yery valuable Historian, and, therefore, hath 
occasionally quoted him, in several Places of his 
other Works, (particularly many times in his 
Notes arid Ittustratians an the first Part of Dray- 
ton's Poltf-clbion) as well as in his Jani Anglorum 
fades altera. Mr. Wood also had a right nor 
tion of his Age, but then he hath one observa- 
tion, that I have not met with elsewhere, 
fnd that is, that hie was personally present at 
Oxford, when the Fray, I have spoke of, hap- 
pened between the Spholars and the Townsmen 
in MCCLZiii. Hac miJii Inquisttio qtuedatn {B^iih 
that Author *) super ed re facta succinate exid'- 
hwt, cm n^c repugnant PoeUe ', ihi turn prasentis, 
carmma; qua quamvis^succocareantX colorejCHm 
exnoroUate tamen ddectationem nonniMam qfferre 
possini, sutjfungiforte mereantwr. What authority 

^ §. VII. «Hi8t. & Antiq. i Rob. GiocestrenHi in Hist. . 
jUiiiy. OzoD. 1. I. p. Ill* mericsMS.foI. 152«b.l53.a. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Wood had for this does not appear^ iho% 

I suppose, he found it either in Brian Twjne 

or Dr. Gerard Langbainc. But whatever that 

authority was, I do not doubt but he weoC 

upon very good aud sure grounds^ and I ab^« 

for that reason, reckon Robert of Gloucester 

not only as an Oxford Writer, but as actuallj 

present in that University at the very time of 

that famous Scuffle. 

Oar Aathor fi«em9 ^. XXIL It is said by several (and 

Sxfo;^"ra:'oW among other, by Dr.Thoma, Fuller •) 

House on the West that he was a Monk of Gloucester. Nor 

|ide^of Stockwell j^ I know (at present) of any goo^ 

reason to think otherwise. It is vorj 
likely, therefore, that as a Monk be was seqi^ 
hither by some of the Directors of the grea 
Abbey of Gloucester, to take care of the Youtk 
here, that they had under their care. In sa 

' " RoBEKT (^ Gi«oucc-,*'preter, atid^uck a one tM^I 
^' ITER, «o called, because a " hardly he procured. 



" tiquaries Comong§$ wkom 

" Mr. Seklen) more Paim 
it 

tt 



ft 

t€ 



<'MoBk thereof. He is 

** omiited (whereai I womderj 

'' both hy Bale and PiU, ex- 

*' cepi msguised under ano- 

** iker Name, and uhal I can- 

'* noi conjecture; they speak 

''Inly, Ufko term kim a 

"Rhimer, whilest such speak 

^ courteously, who call him a 

''Poet. Indeed suck ki$ 

'< Language, that he is dumb 

•♦ ts efict to the Readers oj 

"our age vfiihoHt an loter- 
* Cells or " In the Citie of Bangor a great Hous tho was. 
Portions. t€ ^^^ ^er vndyr tii ♦ Cellens and ther of thcr f Naa 

^J^^Jf '« That c.cc. Moncks hadde othur mo 
sedaiucrt, "And alleby huretravuvlelyvede* lokenow ifdievdo so. 



for hU Histonr tkam Poe- 
try, Am liaei leimg mMm 
"strong nor smootli, kmi 
''sometimes sharp, as may 
apffear by tki$ TctrasUck^ 
dosing witk a pinek at (A# 
'* panch of the Movik%, t»kick 
'* coming from tke Pol qf m 
" Monk is the more remarks 
" able. 
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lAucli, that I am apt te think, that, upon that 
score, he resided in an old House, where Monks 
■ used to studj, on the West Part of S)tOCitfDeU« 
$tXXttf ia the same Place where Gloucester Col- 
lege ( afterwards styl'd Gloucester Hall, and at 
length Worcester College, on the West Side of 
which the Monks of Gloucester had a Mill * ) 
was since founded ia the Ytor 1383 K or, as 
others^ say, in 1281, by John Giffard Baron • 
of Brimsfield, the same that was so famous for 
his Military Skill in the time of Hen. III. and 



<< He Jlourished some Fourjthe true signification of ths 
^ Inmdrei yeais since under vfordxtBfi. By comparing these 
<' King Heorj the second,; Rhjtbrat with the genuine 

Robert of Gloucester, they 
win immediately appear to be 
oorrnpted. X3a0 signifies was 
not. The meaning of the 
Passage therefore is, ani there 
was not one of those Cells, 
but zchat had three hundred 
or mere monks, 

Domus monachorum stU" 



and may be presumed to 
**have cofUitmed tilt the he* 
*' gitming ef King John, 
«^ 1200". Fuller's Worthies 
«f England, ^. 358. hi Glon. 
cestershire. Or. Fuller did 
well to put in the Margin, scd 
qsuere^ Jhb IntetpreMioa of 
aai being as wrong, as thait of 
IShe Atithor of an Esfeay about I dentium in fttoc&tDell'Chrete 
ibeoldfinglithPnitsandPoeJOicw. CoU. nostr. MSS. Vol. 



try,priated in the Musts Mer* 
Oirgj whieh IhayetDentiohed 



88. p. 8. > Coll. nostr. MSS. 
Vol. (J2. pag. 116, 117. 



4BByCrlo88ar79iiiiderdmword:8Hist.& Antiq. Ukiiv. Qiob. 
mm. These Rhythms are ex. 1. 11. p. 3S8, 380. Reyn. A- 
Mnt idsb in p. 61. ofthe In.i postol. 6ened.in Angl.Tr. 3* 
ir#luction to Wceyer's ^m^\p. 53. Monast. Ang* Tom. I. 
cient Funeral Monuments^ 
^tiiereWeeTerKlcewise, by his 
SMurginal explication (seuen 
eels, or seuen portions, ivhich 
had every one a senerall head 
or ruler ouer tiiem) seems to 



p. 640. b. Dugdale's Baron. 
Tome I. p. 500. Tanner's No- 
titiaMonaatica, p. 184. 4See 
Dr. Leonard ilutten's Anti« 
qutttes of Oxford, p. S24. pnb- 
li»bed by me at the End of 



haTe been equally ignorant of I Textus Rofews. 
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18 mentioned^ for that reason, towafds the Etoa 
of this History. Nor will it seem straogi^^' thmi 
any Monks of Gloucester should be he^ before 
the Foundation of any such College, if it be 
Considered, that they were extremely desirous 
of having their Youth educated in Academical 
Learnii^, and that this gray^ oceasion, in good 
ineasure, to the said John Ciffard to build th4t 
College in this Place, whith he had obserrtfd 
tiis Neighbours, the Monks of Gloucester, to 
take so much delight in, and he was very will- 
ing to free them from hiring any Tenemmits, 
and from being at other Charges for the Edu- 
cation of their young Men, for the future. 
The strange Mis. ^. XXItl. Among others, that were 
er ^dth regard to conversant With the Chronicle of Ro- 
the Age dfRobcrt bert of Gloucester, was John Wecver. 

of Gloucester. • i.^ r ^ ^ i.- 

a person right famous for his Tery U8«- 
full Book of ancient Funeral Monuments, where 
he hath published many Pass^es of fhit ChVtf- 
nicle, but with so little skill, that he not only 
confounds the spurious with the genuine Ro- 
bert of Gloucester, but eren ascribes the Prose 
piart also to him. In pag. 60. of his Introdu- 
ction, or Prefatory Discourse, he tails him Ro^* 
bert the Monk of Gloucester, and speaks of 
him as a Writer about the Year 1231, or the 
n^. of Hen. III. And in the Book pag. 458, 
459. brings him as low as Edw. I. in which he 
is right enough, protided he had not attribu- 
ted 



1 

\ 



PREFAGir. htxii 

ted that to Robert of Gloucester which is'hOne! 
of his. But then he is quite out^ when^ in pag. 
589. he brings him as low as Edw. II. and 
there transcribes a Passage in Prose^ and calU 
k his, when it was really written by one^ that 
lived in the time of Hen. VI. as the rest of the 
Prose was. 'Tis very strange^ that so diligent 
a Man as Mr. Weever, should not see his Mis- 
take, especially when he had the use af the very 
MS. that now belongs to the Heralds Office. 

§. XXIV. As I find, that the true Sir* Roberf 6f Bma. 
name of Robert of Brunne was Man- ^^ ^mJII^^ 
ning (for he calls himself in one Place But the true Sir. 

•ofhi»GhroDicieisu*m^amtyitffaf S74S?^2i' 

03CUnnt> now Bourne a Town in Lin- not occur, 
colnshire where was a Monastery) so I wish also, 
that I could discover the true Sirname of Robert 
of Gloucester. I have endeavour 'd to do 
this, but as yet in vain. His Name does not at 
all occur, either in an ancient or modern Hand, 
in the Harleyan MS. Nor does it so much 
as once appear (that I know of) in the Text 
of the Cottonian MS. exc^t in the Passage 
I have transcribed, where^ however, we have no 
Sirname of any kind. Indeed I have before 
observed ', that, at the beginning of that 
MS. the History is ascribed to Robert of 
Gloucester in a modern Hand, and 'tis by this 
Name that he is called by Antiquaries and Hi* 

< See in the Glomry to this Work. p. 706. ' See §. XVIII. 

storians. 
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storians^ \?fao, without all dispute, hid good Ach 
thority for it, tho' it does not appear^ that any 
of them had met ^ith bis true Sirnam«, whtcli^ 
I suppose^ came to be disused aflter hit Fame 
was spread for his skill in History^ just as that 
of Robert Manning's dwindled also, when he 
was mice celebrated. Nor did Manning seem 
so desirous of being called bjhis true Sir- 
name as by that of Brunne, that so Robert of 
Brunne might look as great as Robert of Glou* 
cester. And that this was very great may ap- 
pear from hence, that tho* many ' Robert of 
Gloucesters are met with in old Registers, jet 
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*' » One Maimer Roh. de 
GloceHria was one of the 
Glcrks or Chaplains io John 
de Oxon. and John Grey, 
liishops of Norwich, and it 
frequently met with as "Wit- 
ncss to their Charters from 
1176. to 1404 — Bp. Aea. 
net from some Register of 
Bury saith, that he was an 
A rchdcacon in the Church 
of Norwich^ about j1. D. 
1219. but this I hare not yet 
found my self. Perhaps he 
was the same with the ^Jr, 
Mob, de Ghucesir, nomi- 
nated to the Archdeaconry 
of Staffordy during the va- 
cancy of the See of Uc/^field 
(Pat.l4.Joannis m. 3. n. 2.) 
or With him who was Chan- 
celor and Prebendary of 
Chichester, and died 7. Hen, 
III. (Bot Qaus. cgasd. 
mnm.y^Bj ^ iivrtitatiop 
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'' Rolls of Hvt^h Wiilit^ Bp. 
" of Lincoln^ it appff«n, tliaft 
" one Mr, Rob, de Giofvermia 
'* was Instituted A, D. 1330. 

to the Church of TciMon 

(Archid. Oxon.) 

*' Another Rob. de Gioces^ 
" tria was Oftcial to Goifrey 
"Bp. of Worcester A. I>. 
^< 1900. (Angl. Sacr. I. An. 
^^ nalfls Wif om.) perhaps the 

same who was Chancelor 

to Rob, Wmckdte 1S04. 

Reg. Winch.) and to 9»V£er 
"Reynolds J318. Arch. 
*' bishops ciCanterbHry CReg. 
" Henr4>rioris Cantuar.) 
'< There was one of the name 
'' Prebendary of St. Deeumnm 
"and Canon of IVellSy who 
" died A.D,\S2i, (Regiitr. 
" Johannis Drokensford.) 

" AnotherRectorofS.^nnV 
^Aldersgatel35S,(SewconTt'i 

And 
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PREFACE. unri 

(as far as I can learn) they were all eclips'd by 
the Historian, the Acts of all of them put toge- 
ther being not equal to what he hath done by 
compiling this Work. I have already noted, 
that neither the Name of Robert of Gloucester, 
nor that of the new Modeller of the History, 
is any where to be seen in the MS. of the He- 
ralds Office. But the Work being discovered 
to be originally this Author's, on the Back side 
of the Book (which is of a late Binding in rough 
Leather) is put in golden Capital Letters, 

ROBERT ♦ 
•OF- 
GLOCESTER. 
§. XXV. It must be confess'd, that in The name of Ro- 
one part of this MS. at the very hot- ed^at^Sm?^' 
tom^ just on the Brink of a Page, are itseem^intheMS. 
written these Words, in an old Hand ficl. ThSs!c?nI 
(as ancient as, tho' a little different eludes with some 

/. , /• ^ T> . A . Verses that arc not 

from, that of the Book : ) Hlc tncipU in Caxton. 
Robertus Moille. When I first saw these Words, 
I thought Moille had been the true Sirname of 

'* And in Lib. Epist, Acad. " was our Historian*" 



** Oson. W. £p.23. Letters tes- 
*' timonial for Robert GloW" 
'f cceier, A. M* but this was 
'' after the year 1400. 

'* Many other Secular 
'^ Clerks of both Names have 
"occurred to me since 1320. 
<' none of whom probably 



Hffic^ meam in gratiam d 
Oollectaae ia suis k seipso de- 
scripta, cumamicissimoBakero 
Cantabrigiensi (qui perquam 
lubentertransmisit) communi- 
cavit vireruditissimus Thomas 
Tanner iis^ Cancel larius Nor^ 
wicensis. 
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Robtet of Gloucester, but the Words being 

written on a Page, where no new matter be« 

gikis, and it being in a Prose part of the Book^ 

and that too in the Story of the Saxon Timetf 

and there being not the least reference to any 

Thing in the Volume, I take them as put down 

at random, and not to belong, in the least, to 

the Author. And this is all I have to sajr with 

respect to this MS. unless it be, that, after the 

Reign of Henry the Third, the History goes on 

in Prose (being the same, abating some Alta* 

rations, as usually happens in MSS. of this 

kind, with Caxton's Chronicle, which John 

Stowe ' is pleased to style a fabulous boob? 

compiled by a nameless Author, but printed bj 

William Caxton, and therefore called Caxton's 

Chronicle) to the famous Battle of Halidowne 

Hilh in the Year 13S2. which was the sixth Year 

of K. Edw. the Third's Reign, in which th0 

English got such an intire Victory of the Scots, 

and slew such a vast number of them, thit, tb^ 

Father of the Scottish Historians, John For« 

dun thought it too lamentable * a Subject, to 

enter into the particulars of it. In relation tq 

this Battle there are some Verses in this M8. 

that are not in Caxton, for which reason I 

shall here publish them, advertizing at the same 

time, that, tho', perhaps, formerly there were 

other Leaves (for there are the Remains of 

> Aonals, p. 307. £d. fol. » ScotichronicoDy p. lOtS. 

ODQ 



PREFACE. uxxfii 

one, that had beea cut out, now plainly to be 
aeen in it ) in which, probably, the History had 
been carried somewhat farther, yet, at present, 
these Verses are the very last part of the Hi- 
story, and are brought in thus:— — dnti \>ein 

)t<EnffU;tlO|iem;nrti;(lUbet?ntut:etabrp0, ( bloto|?nff 
liure tjotnp^sf, anb ppp(C0 p^penHpn loulie, anb tna&e 
ipret '^ute tppoa )>e &cotte0, f >an fiaDUe \>t (tngi^U 
QiebactieUi;;0 eCde of tern ttoo toi^nseif of atrcl)er0, \>t 
tBfipctie at ]« aflembU ocpyUp Uratspn liure botoe^, 
anO fo }>ep tmot>e dcottriK, >at |>ep felle to ffcounbe 
hn man; |«ufanlip0, ann anone }>e &totte0 bp gonne 
to fle fto ^e (CnglptlOliemen, foitotiabtbucel^uejf. But 
tolian )>e iinabytf, ^at toece b;^|»nbe ^e l^cotte^, to 
kepe iuce IiorO^, fatse )>e bffcomfitour, )>t; pcf&pb 
atsey btite mafftrp^ |ior0, to iepe bttn felf fro perflt. 
JSnb )«n \>t (Cnffl^Cflliemen tofie man; of )« &cott;ffi!)e 
Sor0, anD te; prileQ after pt iamttfi, ann Oota btm 
doune rygbte, anb tio men mpstite fe ]>t inor]'; an) 
noble &;ng; (CWoacO of (Cnselonb, anb i)ift folk, fiob 
manfiin; ]>e; ctl(^t;be )>e fecotte^. 

« <X1)ere ]«n men mf gbte fr» 

apan; a jiscott fteiftln fle, 

ianb ]« (Engl;fC|)emen after prifc;nffe, 

HSlip flj^arp fl»erli;0 J'e Ibcotte^ ftyk^nge* 

( >e( fiuxe baner;0 toergn fbunbe 

iai tiffplafb lyeng on grounbe. 

lanb )«; lo; tprab on bloob, 

S10 ^ fotQiieten on yt toob, 

%W H (Cftflpffl^emen brent l!)olb be, 

^or )«t )>e; ||op;be to fe, 

f$ if or 
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jfor To ^e; lioppde to Tpede^ 

&eynff l^e Oooti }>at toais on ^toeOe. 

iFot l^e (f ngltrctiemen mpfffitt not flr^ 

15ut ;f aUtent j^ep fll^olti be. 

C fen herto Iot|j pzy toere, 

iFor \>tTi f oufftlte nouglite in tucfie fere^ 

15ut ftp iiept bent on lonbe, 

&o l^at f e &cotte0 mpffbte nousbte Sontir^ 

jfor ftTi toere fill^ti to pounte, 

9^anp a l^ouranb in fat ftounbe. 

« f e (CngUrOiemen purTytofO Iftm To^ 

ipo^t tbe flooti toast al a p ^ 

sino }tt)s( f e ^cottest btrcomfpt^b toete 

3n Iptil tpme toff ffret fere^ 



This Work is a §. XXVI. I have now finished what I 
ff Re^S'hVn l^ad to say (and, I fear, I have writ 
neglecting the iqq much) by way of Preface about 

black Letter. u u # ri-i / tt • . • « 

Kobert oi Gloucester. He is certainly a 
great Curiosity, and I do not doubt, but he will 
be esteem 'd as such. As the Acts of the Apo- 
sties, that I published from Archbishop Laud^s 
MS. is the first intire Book, that ever waa 
priuted in England in Capital Letters, so this 
Chronicle of Robert of Gloucester is the very 
first intire Book, that was ever printed in this 
Kingdom (it may be, in the whole World) in the 
manner I have done it, that is, in the black Let- 

ter. 
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ter, with a mixture of some Saxon Characters, 
which is the very Garb that was in vogue in the 
Author's time. The Saxon Characters, that are 
intermix'd, are 3 org, (which some represent by 
5») l' o*" tfj (the top of which in many MSS. a- 
mong which are to be reckoned those of this 
Author, is made a little too short, m, p, just like 
the Saxon double U) p or tD f wh ich, however, is 
but here and there) and y or p. I am very sen- 
sible, that the Obsoleteness of the Language 
will deterr many from Reading this very usefull 
Historian; but to such, as shall be pleased to 
make themselves acquainted with him (in or- 
der to which the Glossary, I have drawn up 
and subjoyn'd, may be of some service) he will 
appear very pleasant, entertaining and diverting, 
and they will value him the more, as he comes 
out in his primitive Dress. As it is a Reproach 
to us, that the Saxon Language should be so 
forgot, as to have but few ( comparatively speak- 
ing) that are able to read it; so 'tis a greater 
Reproach, that the black Letter, which was 
the Character so much in use in our Grandfa- 
thers days, should be now (as it were) disused and 
rejected, especially when we know, the best 
Editions of our English Bible and Common 
Prayer (to say nothing of other Books) are 
printed in it. 

Oxford April 14. 
1724. 

[In the proent Edition, for the convenience of the Render, the Ro* 

nnn Chnrncter hns been adopted.] 

f 3 THE 
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' ROBERT of 
GLOUCESTER'S Chbonicle." 

CjNGELOIVD* jB a wel god lond, ich wene of epbe lond bettj 

Y set in |ie ende of )>e world, bs ol in )« West. 

)>e see go)> hjm at a boute, he stont at ao yh. 

Heie fbn heo durre )« lasie doute, but fait be }>orw gyle 

Of* folof f)e wlue load, u me bi^ y seye vyie. 

Fiom Soup to Nor)> he ys long eijte hondred inyle : 

And * foure faondred mjle brod from Est to West to weode^ 

A mydde ))o lond as jt be, and nojt as by )« on ende. 

Plente me may in Engelood of alle gode y se, 

Bute folc yt for gulte oper jeres pe worse be. 

For Engelood ys fill ynow of fruyt and of tien. 

Of wodes and of parkes, pat ioye yt ys to sen. 

Of foules and of bestes of wylde and tame al ao. 

Of salt fysch and eche fresch, and fayre ryueres Jwr to. 

Of Welles swett and colde ynow, of lesen and of mede. 

Of seluer or and of gold, of tya and of lede. 

' A4feci. > Vide Cmmdeni j pag.r.Ed.L9md, in0. •I.e. 
RemaiMiconcemingBrittiine, | isle. 4Tiro^. 

f4 Of 
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Of stel, of yrn and of bras, of god corn grct won. 

Of whyle and of wollc god, betcre nc may be non. 

Wateres he haj> eke gode y now, ac ' at" be fore alle ojier jff 

Out of the lond in (o ))e sec, armcs as Jtci bo. 

Ware by ]w schippcs mowe come fro \k: so and wende. 

And brynge on lond god y now, a Imufe in echc ende. 

Seucrne and Temese, *IIi)nibcr yt is fc |>riddc. 

And JTenne is as Vf'o se\\> \^e pure lond a midde. 

Hombcr brynge]? by Nor]? muchc god and wyde, 

Seuerne by West ' SouJ»,'* Temcsc by J»c Est sydc^ 

So l^at of god y now, ^t in ojvr londos ys, 

]>er by come]) to Engclond, fmt no defaute nys. 

Yles ]?cr be]) mony on a boute Engelonde. 

Ac ]>ex hc]> to fore allc o]?ere ]>re ich vuderstonde : 

The yle of Man ^'at me clepu]?, by twenc vs and Vrloiide s 

Jtc grete ylc of ♦Orkeneye bi jonde Scotlondc. 

J>c J>ridde ys, toward Normandye, J« yle of XN'yjt by Sou be. 

))re I'e bcste yles }'ese be]? and ' nicsi cou]?e. 

}>c firstc lordes and niaystres, }iat in Eiigelond were, 

J^ese chef townes lico Ictte in Engolonde rere. 

London and Euerwik, Lyncoliu; and Leyccstre ; 

Colchcstre and Canterbury, Bristow and Wircebtre. 

Chichestre and Graiintebrigge, and ]?anue Cirencestre ; 

Dorchestre and Wyncestre, and sc]?]?c Gloucestre. 

And o]?er grete touncs, )?at \>o were in Walis. 

{'is was ])o in Engolond * Britones were y wys. 



' Deesi in Ar. * And Hum. 
ber is the ^rydde At. * Deesi 
Atn 4 Orcades Ar. s Most 



of name con Je Ar. • Jat Bru- 
tones Ai\ 

En- 
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Engolond baji i be y nome and ■ i worred y lomc . 

First )7oru grete lordes ^e emperoures of Rome. 

pat fo^ and wonne Engelond, and jmi lond nome. 

Se)>|^ )>oTu * Picardes and Scottes, \fRi to Engdond come, 

J>at worrede and destruiode, ac al clene ne wonne it no^t. 

8e^]H; \>om EngUschc and Saxones, )>at hider were y broujt 

l^oru Brutones forto helpe hem, and x\>]>e hem ouercome 

\>e Brytones, ]nd hem hyder broiijte, & |>at lond hem bi nome. 

Se\>]>e haj> Engelond y be * y w erred y lome 

Of ]>e folc of Denemark, ♦ fat be)? nojt jet wel y some, 

))at ofte wonne Engelond, and hulde yt by maystrie. 

\>e fyfte tyme won Engelond ]>o folc of Normandie, 

l^at a mong vs wone}> ;et, and schulle)? ener mo : 

We schul here aftur in )>is boke telle of al this wo. 

Brytones were ]>e firste folc )>at to Engelond come. 

Foure kynges heo maden ]k> in {^is kyndome. 

|>e kyng of West sex, & of Kent, & of Nor]H>mber ]fe J^ridde, 

And ]>e kyng of jfc March, ]>ai wajs here amidde. 

}>c Saxones and \>e Englische {to heo hadden al an honde, 

Fyue and )>ritti schiren heo maden in Engelonde. 

Sou]7sex and So]>erei, Kent and Estsex, 

Barkschire and Hamptschire, and ]7enne Myddelsex, 

Dorsete and Wiltschire, and Somersete al so. 

Dcneschire and Cornewayle, and Gloncestre \>et to, 

Schropschire, and of Wircestre, and of Herford. 

Chestre schire and * Warwil, Derby and Stafford. 



' Y wonne pro i worred in I red and y nome Jr. 4 ]^t wera 
Ar. » Fictes Jr. * Y wer- | nought welcome Jr. i Sic. 

Lyn- 
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Lyncolne ant Hontyndonei and of Bedefoid. 

Bockynjpham and Nortnunptoan, and of ' OsDenfii^ 

Norjrfbic and SoJ^fefc, and Giauntebrigge al eo. 

Hotfert & Leyontre, and Notbyngam ^ to. 

Euerwik and Gardoel, and Nor]Kmibnrlonde. 

Jiese schires wi{) oate Walu be]i alia in Engohmde. 

Seoentme bischopriches in Engelond be)> also. 

Cardoil, and Doram, and Enerwik jfer to. 

Of Ely and of Ganntarburyy of Norf^wiche, of Ro ttch e rt 

Of Londoni of Salnd>nry, of ChichestrPi of Wynchetti 

Of Lyncolne, and of Chestre, and of Wiroe8tie» 
Of Herfoid, and of Ba)«, and al so of Ezcestre. 
penne ]>er be)7 in WalU )m wi|y oute more, 
Seynt Daaid| and Laadap, and s^)>e Bangore. 
Of Euerwik and Canteibury be|7 erchbischopes two. 
Duram hej^ and Gatdoil vnder Euerwik y do. 
And alle )ie o)« of Engolond, and al so of Walb^ 
9 . Under pe erchbischop b^ of Canteibary y wis. 

\>e Saxoaes in heore power )x> heo were so rine, 
Sene kynges heo maden in Engelondei and s^^en bate fyn 
])e kyng of Nor]H>niberlond, and of Est Angie al so ; 
Of Kent, and of West Sex, and of ]ie Bfarch ]wr to. 
])e kyng of ]>e March )>ilke tyme hadde wel ]ie beste, 
Muohe del of Eogolond, fe on half al bi Weste. 
Wircestre schire, and Warwik, and also of Gkiuoeatre^ 
Yai ys nez al ]« bischop riche of Wircestre. 
He hadde eke l^er to Chesturschire, and Der by s chi io abo^ 
And Stafford scbire, pai beth aUe in on bischopriche y do. 

' L. Ozenford. 
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Id I'e bischop riche of Chestre ; and jet he hadde t>er to 

Schropschire som, and half Warwik schire al so. 

)>is kyng hadde eke Heifortschire, )mt on bischopriche is ; 

Ac Schropschire na)i haluendel to ])ilke bischopriche i wis. 

And som of Gloacestre schire^ and of Warwik schire al so. 

jet hadde ]fe kyng of ])e March wel more lond ]« to, 

Northamptschire, & Bokyngham, and ])e schire of Oxenfort; 

Ley cetre, and Ljrncolne^ and ]>q schire of Hertfort ; 

])at is al on bischopriche, l^at of Lyncolne ys, 

}>at wule was at Dorchestre bi syde Oxcnfort iwis. 

jet hadde |>e kyng of pe March Notyngham schire Jier to. 

In I'e bischop riche of Euerwik, ac )x> nas hit nojt so. 

And al Walis jet ]7er to, ]»it a gret lond ys : 

Al l^is was I'enne y cleped the March of Walis. 

For yat lond )mt bi twene Homber & the water, of Temese y wis 

Ich wene in ^ bischop riche of Lyncolne ys. 

And pe bischop riche of Lyncolne, and bi West al JkU lond, 

fe kyng som tjme of pt March hadde al in hys hond. 

]>e kyng of West sex hadde Jhi al Wilt schire y wys. 

And Dorsete and Barkschiie, )>at o bischopriche is* 

jte bischopriche of Salesboiy, & al Sou]>sex, he hadde abo^ 

]>e welde & al )« bisohopriche of Chichestre )^er to. 

And Sou])ampschire & Soj^rey^ ]iat on bischop riche ys. . 

]7e bischopriche of Wyqchestre, |?at jet ys jiere y wys. 

And Somersete, ])at to Welles ])ike tyme drow. 

And now ys ])e bischop riche of Ba)«, je wyteji wd y now. 

SeYpe hadde )>e kyng of West sex al Denene schire y wys. 

And Comewayle^ )^t in j^e bischopriche of Exetre ys. 
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j>e kjng of Kent was }h> kyng of al \fo lond of Kenfy 
\>er were two bischopes, & ;et nys it no^ y went. 
^ bischopriche of Canterbury, ]mi of Engelond ys hcxt. 
And ]>e bischopriche of Roucestre, )nt in the West syde is 
fe kyng of Est Angle kyng was of North fo!c, 
^ bischopriche of North wychy and al so of SoJ>foIc. 
And of J>e bischopriche of Ely, Jmt J>e ylc of Ely ys. 
And of al Cambnigge schire, }>at \ffsrio falle|i y wys. 
J'e kyng of North uroburlonde kyng was ich rnderstonde 
Of al ]h> lond bi ^oude Homber anon in to Scotloode* 
l^ese fyue kynges were fo^ ac bnte on now yet nys. 
For J>e kyng of West sex al }>e o]>er wan y wys, 
And was sepJH: al one kyng, as oure kyng now ys. 
Here afturward in )>is bok me schal here al J^is. 
In ' ))e centre of Canterbury mest plente of fysch jrs. 
And mest * chase a boute Salesburi of wylde bestes y wys 
At London schippes mesU Sc wyn at Wyncestre. 
At Herford schep & orf, & fniyt at Wircestre. 
Sope a boute Couyntre, yrn at Gloucestre. 
Metcl, ' as led & tyn» in \fe contre of Excestre. 
Enerwik of fairest wode, Lyncolne of fayrest men^ 
Grantebrugge and Hontyndone mest plente of dup fen. 
Ely of fairest * place, of fairest si^te Roucestre. 
Euene a^eyn Fraunce stonde }>e contre of Chichestre, 
Norwiche ajeyn Denemarc, Chestre ajeyn Yrlond, 
Duram a;eyn Norwei, as ich vnderstonde. 



' Vide Camden's Remaines, 
p. 8. ^Chalke at Saresbu. 



ry, and wild bestes y wys j^^ 
' And j7ro as in Jr. 4 FUte Ar, 
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]>re wondres \>er he\> in Engolond, none more y not. 

)>at water of Ba)7e ys )>at on, )>at euer ys yliche hot. 

* And fersch & euere springe, ne be chele no so gret. 

Suche ba]>e8 \>er be\f fele in ]w clos & in I'e stret/' 

Upon )7e pleyn of Salesbury jfat opet wonder ys, 

J>at * Stonhyngel ys y clepud, no more wonder nys. 

))e stones stondeJ> \feT so grete, no more ne mowe be, 

Euene yp ry3t & sw y))e hye, ])at wonder it is to se : 

Andopet Wggep hye aboue, }>at a mon may be of a ferd, 

)iat Tche mon wondre may bow beo were first a rered. 

For nofer gy n,ny monne's strengjn;, yt )>ynke]7, nemyjtcytdo. 

Telle me schal here afturward of pis wondnrs bo))e two» 

And how beo were first y mad. pe j^ridde wonder ys 

Up pe bul of pe pek. Nor]? wynd pete y wys 

Out of pe er)^ ofte come)>, of holes as yt were, 

And blowel? yp of |>ilke boles, so )>at y t wolde a rere 

And here yp grete clo)7e8, ;ef beo were ))er ney, 

And blowe bero here and pete ypon pe lofte on heyt 

Fayre ^ weyes monyon per be|i in Engolonde, 

Ac foure mest of alle ]>er be]) icb ynders(onde» 

l^at pe olde kynges mad, wer jK)ru me may wende 

From pe on ende of Engelond uor]? to pe opet ead^. 

From I'e SouJ> iillep in to pe Nor]?^ Eoingestret; 

And from pe Est in to ))e West Ikenildestrete. 



■ Desunt in At. * Stonhenge 
Ar. » Vide Dugdalii AnUqui- 
ties of Warwickshire, p. 6. Sf 
Ductorem nostrumHistoricumy 
Vol. 11. p. 77. 4 ErmiDg- 
street vulgo. At in Ar. lyne 



pro £nlDgestret habemus. Sic 

enim illic : 

Lyne me clepeth eke thnlke 

wey, he goth thorgh Giou« 

ceter, 
And thorgh Circetre enen^ 

#lSO| 
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}mi Elyne was y clepud, l^is bataile first bi gan. 

An bey mon jfex was by fore, \mi me clepade Daidaa* 

Of bym com ]fe godc Bruyt, \fRi was )« firste man 

Yai lord was in Engelond, as y jon telle can. 

Dordan bi get Troye, |>at god nion was & wys. 

Troie bi get Priamus, & al so Ancbis. 

)wse were in ]>\a bataiLof mest royjt and may n. 

Anchis bi get Eneas, and Eneas Ascayn. 

Ascayn bi get Silui, of whom ]>e Brut com. 

For Eneas aftur J^e bataile Ascayn ys sone nom, 

And Silui Ascainc's sone, & o])eT l^at ]>et were, 

lnio]fe load of Lumbardy wcnde, & wonedc forji )iere. 

fo Silui haddc bi gete a child^ fayn he wolde y wyfe. 

What mon ]?at child schulde be, |mt he hadde y gete. 

A clerk j^oru enchantement hym bi gan to telle, 

■ J^at \)e schulde first fader and moder quelle t 

And scY\>e he schulde mony lond ouer passe and weade. 

And raony bataile ouer come, and se}ij)e, at ]>q ende. 

To a noble lond he scholde come, & ])ere al lord be, 

And kynges come of hys blod, & ]>at me schulde se. 

* )7at Eneas bi gan hys of spryng to Lumbardie first bryn^ 

}nre )7ousan( & sixe & tuenti ^er fro j>o worlde^s bi gynnyoge. 

]fo \>e clerk hadde y seid hys enchaunterye, 

\>ct fore Silui hym let sle. ac \mi was lytel maistrie. 



' ]^at J^at childe sholde furst 
Ar. * ^re JK>usend yer and 
foure skor fram the wo ride's 
gynnynge Was, by fore ^at 
Eneas hys tern to ItalUe 



Jtus gan bryuge. ^o ]^8 clerk 
hadde y sed al hys enchaan* 
tcrye, Siluius let hym sle, 
litei was J^at maistrye. jir. 

For 
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For hit com ner \>e later, as he hadde y seyd. 

For ■ in trauajl of hys bcryng hys moder was first ded. 

Jh) yis child was y bore, me lette hym clepc * Bruyt. 

First lord he was in Engolond, of wham me spekc)> ;et. 

]>e child wex & wel )?rof, as \>e clerk seyde en 

Se]>]>e ]>o yt hadde )>e elde of fyftcne jer. 

As he wolde schete an hert, al a "^eyn hys wiile 

To de)?e he schet ys owne fader, jTat he lay ]>er stille. 

Hit liym for )?oujte sore y now, ac no}>eles jet he was 

Out of \>at lond ydriue for J^at deolful cas. 

In to Jje lond of Grece he wende, ♦ & }jo wonede he J7cre ' 

Of ]>e kynde of Priamus mony men, J>at )?or were, 

Jjat wer |>er of hys nexte blode, j^at were )?er in seruage. 

Here elderne J?er by fore were y nome in ostage 

Fram \>e bataile of Troie, in wreche as it were. 

For )?e grcte slaujt and wo, J?at here kynde dude J>ere. 

' pe Bniyt among hem com, to such prowes he drow, 

|7at • al J7e kyn, J^at hym say, hadde of him joyc ynow. • 

So J^at at }>e laste, ]>o he ^ in stat was, 

And ]7eni ]7ou;te, J^at ys pere in ]>e world nas, 

]fe folc of ]7at iike blode aboutein hym drowe faste, 

)7at he scholde ys pwne kynde of ]7at seruage caste. 

• Heo comen alle a bouten hym, so j^at \>e Brut y sey, 

jTat heo were of gret power, & noble folc & hey, 



' Id trauail as he was bore, 
his mpder was }o deed Jr. e 
regione vero (in margine) 
tnanu recentioriy his mother 
dyed in childe bede. * Brut 
Ar. i Yut Ar. 4 And ]^mie 



fond he ^ere Ar, s ^o ^at 
Brat -<4r. ^ Al his kyn, Jat 
wisten hit, )?er of had ioye y 
now Ar, i Manne's stat Ar, 
^ lly come al a bouten hjm, 
& whanne hem alle he sey. 



Vol. I. G Hym 
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Hoc jarkedcn hem to gcdere, Jmt a fair ost yt 
To ye kyng of Grece be sendc, jmt batte Pbndras, 
jmt beo scholde so noble folc, )>at of so gret bled 
Out of seruage lete, and out of f^raldome, 
' Or hjm ne schulde not wondry, fmy beo dude here mjjt 
With here bodies, ]f^t a^e be so free, for to vynne bete lyjf- 
Jx) kynge hadde in hys J)ojt gret*bysniar of |»is ^Fn^. 
Bellun. He ' ^arkede is ost anon, to grounde hem to bryn^. 

pis Brut a j^eyn hym with ys ost vrc\ wyssyebe drowe^ 

♦ Heo smyton j>er a batayle hard and strong ynow. 

j>e prowes ]^t )>e Brute dude no tonge no telle ne ma jt^ 
Mony was ]?e godc body f»at by ra self slou J>at day. 
What halt yt longe to telle ? Hys fon he ouercom, 
Capcio And Pandras, ]>e stronge kyng, as ' pry son he nonr* 
])is kyng ]>o he was y nome, here wille dude anon, 

* And brojte hem out of }'raldom, ]k> he say non oj^er ymtK 
He by gan to loue Brut so muche, for ys faire cheiance, 
jwit he wyllcde, mest of alle I^ynge, to hym enlyancc 

** Brut," he seyde, ** fo art now J>c beste body |>at ys. 

^* For ]>e noble kyn, of worn |?ou art, & for J^i prowes y ww. 

*' Ych obligi me to |je, and my kyndom al so. 

** A dojter ich haue of gret prys, & noble & god al so, 

" Y jeue here pe to ]>i wy f, &, jef J)ou wolt by leuc lieie, 

** \>e )7ridde del ' my kyndom y jeue |?e to be my fere. 



Hym J^oughte he hadde power 
ynow of noble folk & hey. He 
gaderede hem alle to gcdere 
taste, a fayr oste }er was Ar. 
* 0]^r hym ne sholde nought 
wondry, J^ough hy, for hare 
ryht, Vfi} hure bodie9 make 



hem fre dude ^r to Imie 
myght^r. ^Skome^fr. *Or. 
deyned Ar. 4 Hy Ar. $ Prf. 
soner Ar. ^ ^o he non ojer 
bote y sey, he yaff bem bora 
fredom Ar. ? Of my jir. 

^^And 
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^' And ;ef ]^u nylt not here be, ac wolt ;et fonde more, 

^^ Gold & seluer ich wol )7e ^eue, & y now of eche store : 

** And take ' \^ my dorter : for mon }h)u art y wys, 

** To Wynne jet a kyndom, wel beter jTan royn ys. 

))is kyng & ]>e Bmt were at on, ]>ai io wyf he tok 

Hys dojter Innogen, ac hjrs lond he for sok. Spomacio 

*]>e kyng tok Brut ys owne body, in ostagc as yt were» 

For te hit were to gedere y brojt al )>at ' he wolde a rere. 

He lette sende hys messageres in to al Grece wel wyde, 

And ^ lette fuUe com, and oyl, & wyn^ by ' iche syde. 

* Me chargede )>re hondret schippcs, & foure & twenti \fet to, 
}>cr wyl^, & mid al oj^er god )>at mjrjt I'er inne do. 

\fo yi8 schippes jare were, and ful of ^ ruche gode. 
And l^is mayde y spoused was of so ' riche blode ; 
])e kyng de lyuerede )7at folk out of seruage, 

ReceasiB 

And Brut de liuerede ]>e kyng out of hys ostage, BmtL 

And nom hys leue fay re of hym, and ))onkede faym all gode, 
And nom with hym al ])at folk, ]7at he fond ]>et of hys blod, 
And hys wyf Innogen, and to schip wende, 

* Heo nuste toward wiiche lond, but as God hem sende. 
\fe deol ]7at made Innogen, no tonge ne telle ne may. 

Heo cryede and wep with sorwe y now, &.ofle y swone lay. 
'° ]h) ho wende from al hire kyn, & from al J'ing Jmt heo knew, 
And nuste on eri'e whiderward, bute as the wynd hem blew, 
And wiste \>ai heo ne schulde neuer a geyn com ny go, 
Ne se &der, ny opet kyn^ lord ! ]7at hire was wo ? 



' To ^e my doaghter, for 
noble ^a ert and wys, Ar. 
*ye kyng to Brat his body 



Ar. 5 JIuery Jr. ^ He Ar. 
t Eche Ar. > Heygh Ar. 
9.^y Ar. '<* When sheo 



toke, Ar. > Hy Ar. 4 H^t | vende Ar. 

Q 2 Brut 
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Brut lure cliippede and ciissede, & comfortcde bire j now/ 

* l^at he ne m3r^tc hire herte change, ^'at heo to 8ore ne chrow. 

Twey dayes * heo wendc in }hj se fro the lond of Grreoe, 

' So )7at he comcn to an yle, ^t mc clepuj? Leogece. 

))ider ^h(x> ^oniie ryiie, and Brut sende rp J'ere 

\>re bondred men y armed wel, to loke wat lond yt were. 

)7is men wende a boute wyde, & mon fonde * heo non, 

Bute faire contre & wylde bestes mony on. 

A temple ^ heo fonde faire y now, & a mawmed a midde, 

' )7at ofte tolde wonder gret, & wat )>ing mon bi (idde. 

Jris men of yis wy Ide bestes ca^te & scbete y nowe^ 

And to a store hem of mete faste to schip drowc. 

'Of the mamet heo tolden Brut, \f3i lieo fonden |)ere. 

And he nom with him tuelue men }>e bcstc jnai with him were, 

And a clerk |7at kou)>e enchantement, & to j^is temple diowr, 

And oiTrede to jfis mamet, and ^ honouiede bym ynowe^ 

'° And' " forte wytc in what stude hys wonyiig were. 

]>o he hadde hys bone y do, he fel on slepe ry^t }>ere. 

Hym )>on2;(c }>e ymage in bys slep tolde bym hys chcance. 

** Brut,'* be saide, ** passe uorjx; al J>e lond of France 

** West, toward fike stude as |h3 sonnc drawcj? a jen eue. : 

** J?cr JH)u schalt fyndcn a place '*god in to bylcuc. 



' ilo lie myghte hure sorwc 
slake nought, lu sorwe so lit'o 
drow rJr, om sso j^at. » lie 
^ajle}dc ^/r. J Fort Ik* come 
to Jr. 4 jfcy Jr, illy Ar, 
^\ly Ar, "' J»at Dyane god- 
«bce ck'ped was, aud tglde ofte 



what bi tydde Ar. • Of tat 
godi'sce hy tolde Brut, bat hj 
Ar. 9 Worsheped jfr. «o Q^ 
mitt it Ar. " Forto jir. ■* 
(■ood and fair inne to bylcue 
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** An yle god & riche y nowe, )?c so goth al a boute : 

** Wule )?at lend was y fulled with ' geandes strong & proude. 

*' And now yt ys as a wildcrnessc, for no mon )7er inne nys. 

** To )?e it wole be god and riche, & to alle j^yne y Wys. 

** And ji 'worj) an oJ?er Troie to }?e, and so god, 

*^ l^at )>er schul kynges come & springe of |7i blod, 

}h> Brut a wok of hys slep, & al j^is vnder stod, 

Hys men he tolde al j^is cas with wel ^ blij^e mod. 

Heo ^arkcden hem & wenden uor}?, }pe wynd was god y noj, 

So ]nii toward ]?e West here schippes euene drowj. 

So fat * with j?ritfy dnyes to Affric heo come, 

♦And arst heo wcnde vp on J>e lond, & fette hem prey y lome^ 

And fo^te & slowe mucbc folk, for no raon hem at stod. 

From A (Trie }pe\ wente uor|> with the wynd ]mt was god. 

So j^at.hco fonden in a stude here kynrede bi* cas 

' Of noble mon Hercules, J?at wyle of Troie was. 

Corineus hatte here soucreyn, |>at so strong was of honde, 

Jmt hym ne my^te no mon ne geant at stonde. 

\o ]7is folc to gaderc com, and Br^it Corineus fond 

]h> strengest mon & l^e meste ]mt hym \o^iQ in eny lond, 

* Heo a coyntede hym a non, and bi comen frendes g6de, 

Bo}'c for here prowes, and for heo were of on blode. 

J>o l^is company was strong, & more ]7an hit was er, 

Al in on company hoo wenden uor}> \qi 

In \q see with god wynd, so )>at at }>e laste 

In \jQ \t on ende of Gasycone }pe wynd here schippes caste. 



' Geanntz ferce & proute 
Ar. * Joyful ^r. 'Byjynne 
Ar. ♦ And J^r hy wende eft 



a londe, and hare preye nome 
Ar. 5 Of >e noble -^r. ♦Hy 
a qaeyntede Ar. 
o 3 Corineus 
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CoriDeus ]>is stronge men to hondred men with hjm noniy 

And wende ' on lond to honty )h> he to loud com, 

* Forte porchase hem mete, and |xs kyng Groffiure 

()«t was kyng of |xs lond) )h> he was ware^ 

]7at such folk was y armed (as me seyde) & lyuea vp h jt lond^ 

And nuste wat folk it was, to hem he sende hjs sonde. 

To wy te, we))er ' he wold pes, o))er ' heo nolde non. 

)>e messageres ^ I'ei wenden uor}' mettcn hem ech on. 

Corineus with hys company as heo dude honte \pexep 

Heo aschede at Corineusi how heo so hardi were. 

To honte yp ^ kynge's lond, bute he leue hem jeue. 

Corineus saide, ]>ai he nolde nomon asche leae» 

To ' honto and to wynne hys mete, & habbe solas & game* 

}>e maister of |xs messageres (^ Imberd was ys name) 

' Bende ys bowc & schette a non to Corineus to gronde. 

Corineus tok hys bowc of hym, & smot hym a wonde 

A bpuen on ]>e scolle with ys owne bowe a non, 

)7at ]>e scolle to breke in peses mony on. 

Hys felawes )h> heo say ))is bi gonne to fle echon. 

And toldc ]>c kyng fore how the game was al igon. 

fe kyng • made hym wroj y now, & no wonder yt was, 

jmi strange men in hys owne londe dude hym such trespas, 

]7at a sailede ys lond, and to robbery drowe. 

And robbede ys bcstes and ys game, and hys men slowe. 



* Up to hunty Ar. * Forto 
Jr. i Uy Ar. 4 As hy 
wende for]? mette hem Ar, 
i L. honte. 6 Hymbert Ar. 
7 Jiendc 1 is bowe to shele 



bjm^ & Coraeus in ]«t stounde. 
fiynam Hymbert his bowe 
anon, & ryght hym one wounde 
Right euenc vpon }e skulle Ar. 
* Ilym made wro]? ynow, Ar, 

Ife 
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He wende with al ys power, and sailede hem a non* BeUon. 

And Brut & Coriueus ' prest were, and here men echon ; 

And smy ten a batail so strong, \>ai no tonge telle may 

fmi folk, )?at ]>er was y slawe on ey)%r side ]7at day. 

Corineus ys ^ swert sone brae, so strong he smot & faste* 

For no swerd roy^te with ys dunt none lengur laste. 

Mid by m he hadde a stronge axe, )ntt mony mon bro^te to dej^e^ 

So strong & so gret, ]>at an dper hit scholde hebbe yn ne]7e. 

Corineus ]%r with harde smot & sturede ' hym a boute> 

And made his wey bi ei]>er syde, and percede }fe route. 

Mid pre hondred kny^tes a duk, J^at het Siward, 

A sailede Corineus hymself * a forward. 

He smot Corineus harde y no;, I'at he hit sore felde^ 

And ^et he hente ]>e stroc muche del yp on ]>e schelde. 

Corineus was po somdel wrc^^ ys axe on hey he drow. 

And smot hym ypon )>e faed mid god ernest y now, 

' And for clef al ]7at bed, & the bodi a non to gronde. 

jfo my^te Siward segge, ]>ai he hadde ys ^ is" pere y fonde^ 

]h> Corineus ' was alles yrxop^ so grete strokes he jaf, 

fat \fe body of eche J^at he smot or pe hed he to clef/' 

Opet he smot of pe * arm, or pe hond^ or pfi heued; 

No lym {^at he smot ' mid pe bodi bi leued. 

Amty place he made a bovite, '° & folc fleu hym faste. 

A wonder maister " he was on, pat hem so kovfpe a gaste. 



' A redy were, to meten hem 
echon ^r. * Swerd -<<r. 'Hym 
8wy^ aboute Ar, 4 Al a 
yoreward Ar. 5 He for cleu- 
ede al ]nU heued, his body fel 
to grounde An ^ Redundai. 
7 Was forso^ so vrrop^ pAt 



such duiUes he yaf, ^t eueiy 
ptit he hitte aright, his de^ 
forso^ he hip Ar. * Ereu 
Ar. 9 Was wi> Ar. « p% 
folkfleygbfulfaste jfr. "pern 
he was, pat hem Ar. 
g4 8o 
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So faste he slow of jns men, and to gronde caste, 
put \>e kyng with a fcwe men hjmself flew at \fe laste. 
]k} {tc batail was y do. Brut and {^is Corineus 
A storede hem a houi of richesse and chateus^ 
Of corn, of wyn, of alle god^ & to schippe faste drowe^ 
And brcndc ]?e contrc, and \fe folc faste slowc. 
fo hco haddc al bare imad ]fc contre al aboute* 
And > lieo wel y stored, of noising }fei were in doute ; 
Hco wcnde to scbip anon, & eucne gonne dryue 
To ]>c contrci of Tourcs, & |xsre J^ei gonne a riue. 
A fair place hco chcson hem, & ^re heo gonne a rere 
Walles wydc and strong ynow, castelcs as hit were. 
And a storede hit wel y now, Sc here god \fer inne here. 
For to a bide \>c kyng, ;ef he woldc a saylc hom }>ere. 
J« kyng Goffar ^idcrward grot power and ost nom 
* Of France and of o})er londes, and toward Tourcs come« 
)h) * hco seye ]>c grcte walles, casteles as it were, 
Ou ! he seidc, Jtc grcte dcspit, {'at y se to me here, 
pat 3 l^is file and komelyngcs casteles IcU-jf rerc 
Op on my lond baklcliche, as mc for to a fere. 
Nc do]^ heo me schamc yno;. how my^te heo do more ? 
Bute y be ]>ex of a wrcke, y schal dye for sore. 
For Gode*s louc, sta!ewor}>e men, arme]? 30U faste. 
To sic Jtcsc komlynges, and here casteles a doun caste. 
Yis folc hem armede anon, and baneres gonne rere. 
And deparlcdc here ost in twolf partycs ]>erc. 



' j(lem.8cif jpro hco in A%\ * He Jr. ^ ]^se foule kemolynget 
Ar. 

^ Brut 
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Brut ordeynede ys ost, and sctte hem wyslyche. 

And with god berte a jeyn \fe folc wende baldeliclie. 

|>erc heo smyton a batail, harde and strong ynow, 

And ]>'\s folc of Troie of )>e Frenscbe faste slow, 

;e two ))ou8and and mo in a lytui stonde, 

So Jmt ]>e Frenche were nej y broujt to gronde. 

And na}>eles here " ferd wax faste a boute wyde, BeUnm, 

For heo hadde suchc {'ritti men, as were on ]>e * o|>er. 

For here power and here ost wax euere so faste, 

]mt ]>is gode folk of Troie ouer come were at ]>e laste, 

And flow into here casteles, )h> heo nadde o)?er won* 

pe ost witboute of France bi segede hem a non, 

And bi lai hem so faste, }»tne; to gronde hem brojte. 

So ]>at Brut and Corineus an quoyntyse hem by ]>o^ie^ 

' )>at ^is Corineus bi ny^t wende out with gret route 

At a posteme stillelicbe, ))at heo nuste it not with otite. 

A morwe Brut with inne with ys ost out drowe. 

And smot with )>is Frenscbe men batayle strong y now, 

JKive were mony ]7ousand ^ slawe in a stonde. 

Brut badde a ' neueu, )?at mony broj;te to gronde. 

For be slow mid bis power, and * bro^te to scbame^ 

Six bondred, as me sei]>, 'Tourus was ys name. 

At ]>o last be ^as hym self y slawe, ]>er was deol y now^« 

Jw) |>e batail was ney y do, Corineus uoip hym drow;. 

With six ]7ousant noble men, out of an wode ]>ere. 

And com vp ]>h Frensscbe men, )h> heo al wcri were. 



» Ost Jr. 9 Jddcy syde. 
'^t }\s Comeus sholde out 
wende by nyghte wij jir. 



4 A slawe in a litel ttounde 
An * Cosyu Jr. ^ Broughte 
eke to Jr. '' Tours Jr. 

And 



a>* 
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And slow hem to gronde al for no;t, so ]mt at ]» laate, 
Heoy jmi my^te of scape, bi gone to fle fitfte : 
And heo of Troye siwede with oute eny feyntjrae^ 
For wen )>e streng}^ {aUcp^ me mot take qnoyntjrae* 
' l>e Brut and Corineus hadde here wyUe of J^is ^ingp 
Heo lette here men, \fai were y slawe, fiiire on erjie brjriig. 
And Tours )>e gode knj^t, \fai so muche folc er alowja 
Brut lette brynge on ex\fe with honoure y now;, 
And lette a fair tabernacle in honour of hym reie^ 
And fair hous al abouten hym, & bi gan }« cite J^eve^ 
jmt noble cite was and ys, and for Tours \mt ]>er lay 
jfe cite me clepede Tours, as me do]? set to \fi» day. 



JBrUT & Corineus \k> he hade here wille in al )« londe. 

He * wende & saide al a boute, for no]7ing my^tehem at stondef 

Heo chargede here schippes faste and wel with alle gode^ 

And wende uorj) with god wynd & wel diyuyng flode ; 

And driue euer West ward, so ]>at in god pais 

Heo come here to Engolond to ' haucne of Tottenais^ 

To ]>e on ende of Engolond, as in ]>e West Sou]>e, 

^ A lute bi fore Cornewail, as in an hauene's mou)^. 

{>is was \>re )>ousant, and foure score, and J^re ;er 

From ]7at ]>o world was first mad, Jnit ' J^af' heo ariuede fcer. 



' ]h) Ar, * Wende a bouto 
& preyede faste, ne myght hem 
nooght astonde Ar. 3 j^ ha- 
uene Ar. 4 A lyte by NorJ?e 



Corncwaille, in I>eaenesh!re 
hit is cou)>. Hit was ^re ^u. 
sand Ar, s Reditndat. 



And 
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And er God were y bore euene y t was al so 

■ Ellene hondred jer and |>rilti jer and two. 

pns com to Engelond ]>e firste men y wis, 

I'at euere wonede in Engelond, fat were Brut & hys, 

l>o Brut and his men )ms come first a londe, 

Heo wende a boute wyde ))e* contreis forto fonde. 

Gret plentc heo fonde of fissch, as heo wente, by }>e weye. 

Of wodes and of riuers, as is in }>e contrej* 

Lond heo fonde god y now to tilie, and alle god. 

So )^t ' to bi leue )>er here herte fel and stod. 

f Heo fonden a vewe geandes, for broide men as yt were. Gigsite^ 

In to Comewaile heo driue hem, in to olde diches )>ere. 

Heo howsede and bulde faste, and erede and sewe. 

So Yai in Intel while gode cornes bem grew. 

Corn & frnyt hem wex ynow, & fisch ynow ]>ei fonde. 

And of flesch, so ]mt heo were riche y now in astonde. 

Bruyt bad Corinens forto chese of eche contre ywis, 

Wuch hym were lenest to habbe to hym and to hys. Corineoi 

Cornewaile hjrm likede best, ]>erfore he ches )>ere "vDiai 

To hym and to hys osprjmg, ' & for )«r geandes were." 

For he willede to fyjte with geandes, & do hem schame. 

Yoi londe he clepude Comewaile, aftur hys owne name, 

Comewaile aftur Corineus, and in )ris maner y wys 

Corinens bi wan Comewaile, to hym and to hys. 



' Eneleueoe hundred hit 
was, & Jrytty yer Jer to (o^ 
mUio two) in Ar. > Contrey 
Ar, ^ \et to byleue hare 



hertes wel stood Ar. 4 6e.^ 
auntes a fcwe hy fonde her, 
Tnmete men as hit were Ar^ 
^\^ Geanntes to a fere Ar. 

Brut 
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Brut huld to hym Engelond, he nedurste ' hym not plajne. 
And aftur Brut ys.owne * nome he clcpede hit Breteyne. 
Br J tones rae cirpude alle men ]mi were of fingelond^ 
As me clepede hem longe se]>pe ' for to now late ich ynder* 
stonde." 



Gogmagog. OtOGGOMAGOG . was a geand swil'e grcte and strong. 
A boute four & twenti fot me sei)> he was long* 
A gret ok he wolde ^ breide a doun, as it a smal j;crde were. 
And bere forth in bis hond, ' ]^t folc forte a fere. 
He com with twenti geandes, and a sailcde Brut iastc. 
Brut with ys power slow ]>}& geandes at ]jc Iastc, 
Alle bute Gogmagog, for hym ne slow he no^t ; 
For he schulde with Corineus wrastele he hadde y Jxjfujt. 
• So ]mt .Corineus and he to gedere were y brojt, 

LactMio. I'c wrastolyng bi twene hem was som del to^t. 
)7er was mony a strong breid, so {'at ribbes ^rc 
jfe geant brek of Corineus, as me my^te ))er y se. 
In ]>e ri^t syd two, and in \>e lift syde on. 
]>o was Corineus somdel wor^, he stercde hym a non. 
And gripte }>is geant, and to an hey rocbe hym drow, 
))at stod a boue ]>e see an hey, & )«r a doun hym * slow« 
So ]mi he was al to raced peccmel in a stonde, 
Eche lym from o}>er, among ]>e rochcs, er he com to gronde. 



' Hym no Jyng playne Ar, 
* Name Ar. ^ Fort Saxo- 
nes gonne hit fonde Ar. 



4 Eraye a doun Ar* * J>e folk 
alto a fere Ar. * }o Ar. 

' Flough Ar. 

^at 
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\fVLt Corineus was al one lord of Cornewailc ]>o. 

Wan }?e geandcs were alle y slawe, {'at \feT bi leuede no mo, • 

Brut wende for)? into Eagolond, and aspiede vp and doun 

For to secbe an ese place, to make an heued toun. 

He com and fond al vp Temese a place fair y now, i2>^2^ 

In god contre& plenteus, ]7at is herte muche to dro^, 

J?at ' J>e" schippes mijte from eche lond bryng *to" god ywis* 

l^er he rerede hys heued toun, \>dLt London i clepud is : 

Ac so ne ctcpude he yt nojt, bute \>e Newe Troie. 

]>er habbe}? kynges and moni o)>er ofte y be in ioie* 

Brut ]7is noble prince sones hadde ]>rc 

By hys wyf Innogen, noble men and fre: 

Locryn, and Kamber, and Albanak al so* 

At ]>e laste dyede Brut, ]>ojlI )>is was y do, Obitai 

BniU. 

xVftur )>at he com to Engelond in )?o four & twentil'e ^er. 

Y buryed be was at London, )7at he lette first rere. 

)?is lond was deled a )>re among )>re sones y wys, 

Bi West Seuerne Kamber hadde, and so al Walis* 

Albanak bi ;^onde Homber : ac Locryn hadde best 

Al out that.Iond bi twene hem, fro ])e Est to ]>e West.* 

For \>ixt he was eldeste, me lokede hym best by rijt. 

J?ese were as ]>re kynges, and'jnenof muche myjte. 

Jh; kyng of Hungri * seJ^J^e com,- Homber was ys name, - 

In to Scotlond to werre, and do Albanak schame. 

And werrede vp hym faste, and at the laste hym slo^. 

]>o Locryn herde )>is, sore he wes y no;. 

After hys broj^er Camber basteliche he sende, 

And boJ?e with gret ost to ward the kyng wendc* BeUim. 



■ Detii Jr. -* Deest Ar." •Su> Jr. 

He 
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He smyte a liatail strong ynow (ne sirengor mj^gbt be) 

So Jnit Homber kyng of Hungri ' geji^ bi gan to fle 

In to a gret water J^er, & a dreynt hym self with 

]»r fore me clepade ]>ai Water \>o Hombert aftnr hjm 

As me dep j^et, and euer more wole, for }« cas 

]»t Homber, ky ng of Hungri, l>et ynne a dreynt was. 

]h> Locryn haddc al his iville, he a storede wel ys load 

Mid Homber kyngc's god, fmi * me of hys fond. 

))0 fond ' he )7rc damyscles, gent and fair ynow^^ 

]»t Homber with hym brojte, to ]>e on ys herte diow, 

fat was of hem chcuentcyn, and ]ft kynge's dojter 

Of Germanic, as hym {niu^te, in \fe World hire pere 

So whit, ne of such colour, ny in eche maner so gent. 

Kyng Locryne's herte was al clene yp hire y went^ 

And tok hire for}) with hym mid gret honour y now^. 

And ]>o;te hire to spouse, so ys herte to hire dro^. 

Ac Corineus, duk of Cornewaile, ^ wro; y now was 

Toward kyng Locryn, \>o he heide pia cas. 

For he liadde hym a forward hys do^r habbe to wjme^ 

Hys gret axe he nom in hys bond, & to hym ^ hjrede bi IjnKw 

His axe )>o he to hjrm com, so grisliche he schok & fiist^ 

{^at ]>e kyng quakede & ys men, so sore heo were a gaate. 

<^ Sei (he seide) Locryn, wat ]ienkestow for to do ? 

^^ }7enkestow me Corineos to bi traye so ? 

^^ Hast Jhiu for jete ]>e gret wo, and fe mony harde wonde^ 

*^ )>at ich habbe y ]7oled for ]>i fiider, & ^}«''mony ^ lujnsr tUmde, 



" Sone Jr. * He Ar, | Ar» s yede as hlyne Ar^ 
^ Men pro he tit Ar. * Wroth | « Deeit Ar. i Wicked jtr. 

"For 



net. 
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'^ For to Wynne hjm lond & ;ou, and )Hm hast now foisake 

" My do;ter, fat schulde be }>i wif, & to a kemelyng take? 

<^ |k>u ne schalt (bi hym jfdit made ' me) of scapie so lyjie^ 

" Jje while jjcr ys in my ryjt bond eny strengj^e & my^te; 

" And while y may ]fer wyt myn bond axe vp drawe, 

^* Wher with ich habbe geandes mony on y slawe. 

He bi gan to schake ys axe, for to smyte anon, 

Ac knyjjtes criede, & ^ede bi twene hem mony on. 

So ))at Yo kyng Locryn ynder fong wel &jm 

And spousede * hys dorter, that hette Guendoleyn, 8«iii«d4» 

And ' dude al his wilie, (for he lokede so ♦ rowe,) fitoCofi- 

More for eye )>an for loue, (mony mon semep howe) 

And no^t for {'an )»it o|xsr maide he louede more y ifow, 

Astrild hire name was, and more to hire he drow. 

He made hire ynder erpe a wonyng coynteliche, 

And huld hire jfet to Iiis wylle longe priuiliche, 

And drow to hire wan he wolde, )^t no mon yt nuste, 

Bute it were eny priue mon, )>at hys priuite al wyste. 

Whan he wolde to hire go, to hys mayne he seyde, 

)7at he wolde to his Godes his ofryng lede, 

^ And fmt he hadde, to honoure hem, a priue stude f^ere. 

To sacrifise to his Goddes, ]>at moni war nere. 

Segge he wolde eke al so to )« Quene ys spouse, 

^' And no)7cles such sacrifise y ne kepte not at myn bowse ?" 



' Me) a scapy Ar. « Cor. 
neus pro hys in Ar, 3 Dude 
tho al Comeus wille, Ar> 
^ Rough Ar. 5 And that he 
hadde made a tow, to do a 
sacrifice Priaeliche to his God, 



as he gan hym denyse. Segge 
he wolde right al thus to his 
owene spouse, <^ These wines 
^^ suche sacrifice ioueth at hure 
^^ owene honse,^ So longe 
Ar.* 

So 
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So longe he dude ys sacrifise, and plf?i.lc such game^ 
jfsii he hadde a dojt*.T, ' Aurrue was hire name. 
And ]>e Qnenc hadde al so in * s poshed bi gcte 
A sone, \>ii hettc Madan, as it is ' y writon. 
^ Sone so }>e quenc fader Cor incus was dcd, 
pe kyng hadde f>er aftur wcl sone y nome red. 
lie for sok is wyf al out, and Astriid made queue. 
He ne draddc no^t )h> ' that handaxe, as it was y scne* 
jfo wcnde )>c qucne forp to Cornewail a non, 
. And • 5ong^ stalcwor}>c men gcdcrale mony on. 
^ pat pocr al ]>at was hire fader, & also of Engelonde, ' 
So )?at heo hadde sone grot power on honde, 
And grot ost made and strong, and vp the kyng sclte, 
* And pc kyng al so a j'^yn hire, so J^at hco hem mctte^ 
And a batail vp Stour smite strong y now, 
And )>cn^ pc qucne folk pi* kyng Locryn slow^ 
And muche of his folk ckc bute hem J>at flowe. 
So |jat • a luther bcucragc to here bi hof|?c Jvi browc. 
fo kyng myjte segge er pe ^hilc he was aliue, 
]7at in a luther time he striue<le with his wyue« 
jef alle ■* lujier holers were y serued so, 
M** schulde fynde pe les such spouse bruche do. 
Ellene hundred jer ]?is kyng was J'us bi fore 
And '■ eyjtc jer y slawe er God were y bore. 



' Sabrene jii\ 6; in marg. 
(a tnanu rcccnti) Sabriue. 
* JSpousbed Ai\ * V write Ai\ 
4 So sone so tlie queue's Ar. 
J The pro Jmt in Ar. ^ yonge 
An " Al the power that was 
hurc fader<^'s. and muche of 



Engeloiide, Ar, • The kyng 
also a } eiist hure, so hy to ge. 
deri'S nictte, Ar, 9 A foul 
beuorochc to hure byhoue 
they brough Jr. 'oFouleholo. 
vers At\ " xmu Ar. 
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\>o was ]>is sturne woihmon Gaendolyn ]>e queue 

Kjng y mad in ]>\s maner, for heo was som del keiic. 

Astrilde hire bedsuster (hire lorde's coacubine) 

And hire dorter ' Aueme heo let aime atte finey 

And drencbe bo]>e two in ]fe water of Seuerne. 

And for yt was hire lorde's dojter JTat mayde * Aueme, 

And for honour of hire lord, and for heo was of hys kynde, 

Heo wolde ]nit hire name were euer more in royndei 

And lelte clepe )>at water aflur ' Auerne, 

And se]>])e ]^r^ diuerse tonge me clepede hit Seuerne, 

And dep a letre )>er to, and no more y wys. 

In ]>is maner ytke water Seuernc y clepad is. 

Guendolyn was kyng fiftene jer )k). 

And hire lord was kyng bi fore hire ten ^er, ft no mo. 

^ And Madan here sone fourti jer, ]>ilke tyme ))at Samuel Samuel. 

)>c prophete wardedc )>at folk of Israel* 

Meynpris, Madane's sone, kyng was tuenti jer» 

^ ]>e kyng Saul was of Ysrael kyng, and non er. gaui, 

J^is was (as me may in bok rede and se) 

Ar God were bore a }H)usand ^cr, and fourscore & j^re. 

" Ebran, Mey uprise's sone, sixti jer was kyng. 

lie made ]>e toun of Euerwik, JTat strong ys in alle J'yng, 



■ Sabrene Ar. * Sabrene, 
Ar, ' Sabrene, Ar, 4 Ma- 
dan hure sone kyng was the 
foarty ycr ech del> In pro- 
phete's tyme Samuel that 
wardede Israel Ar, ^Wban 
that Saul of Israel .was kyng, 
Ar. 6 Ebrac, Mempris 



is sone, sixty yer was kyng. 
He bygan Ebrac wik atte 
bigynnyng. And suth me 
clepeth Euerwike this like 
toun y wis, And York 
also, thorgh light speche, y 
bote also hit Is. After fia 
kyngas name bis name hit 
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David 
rex. 



And, afiur his name Ebran, Euerwik clepede it wel, 
jmt tyme Dauid ivas kyng in Yracl. 
Brut ys sone ))rottene kyng was, and no mo* 
And ' Leir kjng * fjne and twenti ^er Bmtesone was )io. 
And he rerde ]h> toun of Lejcetre, & nempnede yt owne 
aiomoiw Jx) Yai Salamon ]>e wyse (mon of gret fiune) 

Kyng was of ' Irael, jfai kyng Dauid sone was, 

pat made \fe temple of Jerusdlem, such temple ner nas.. 

^ Leile's sone ]7ritti ;er kyng was ^ and fyue'' al so. 

He rerde first Canterburi, and Wyiichestre ]>er to. 

* Ba)>ulf his sone aftur hym kyng was twenti ^er. 

He bi gan ]>e toun of Baf'e, and ? )>o hote ba)>es ' Jxnr 

In \>e vcynes of |>e water, as yt do|? vp walle* 

He lette close * fuyr in metal quoynteliche withalle, 

)7at as '° ]h> water come)' ^t bi )>er it cachtp hete. 

]fat metal ys now y turned into roches grete, 

\nLt be)? euer y lichc " hoto, & \>o water \>eT of al so^ 

And eke )H>ru enchauntement yt was first y do. 

For ]>e kyng Ba)?ulf, jmi yt made, gret enchanter was^ 

And \nit hym myjte '^ Ee]>])e rewe, ich wol tcUe \mi cas. 

For )mt me schulde ys chauntement y se, 

He lette hym make wyngon, an bey for to fle. 



hym by fel. This was whaa 
Dauid kyng regned in Israel. 
Brut grenshild, his sone, aftur 
hym tho Regned her in £nge- 
lond xxz. yer and mo Ar. 

' Leil Ar, * XT. yer Ar. 
' Israel Ar. ^ Lo hli sone 
Ar. sed Rudhudibras dicitur 



aliii. iOmittUAr. « Blada> 
Ar. 7 \q Ar. * Potest etimm 
iia distingui, ui periodms post 
>er, comma vera post walle, 
ponatur. 9 Fore and melal 
Ar. '^feAr. " Hote ^r. 
" Suth Ar. 

Ami 
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And \>o he was y flowe an hey, & ne cow)je not a lijte, 

A doun mid so gret eir to \>e er)je he fel and pi jte, 

l^at al to peses he to rof, ]>ai beter hym hadde ybe 

Haue bi leued )7er doune, |nin y lerned for to fle. 

' }>is filke tyme ]>ai \>e prophete Elye ei"''" 

In * Irael prophete was, and * in oure Lord bi gan to crie, 

fat \>eT ne schulde )?re jer ♦ ny six nionej^es \>er to 

' No reyn no come on er|>e, and yt bi fd al so. 

AfTUR kyng * Ba))ulf, Leir ys sonc was kyng. 

And regned ' sixti ^er wel ]7oru alle )>yng. 

Up Jtc water of * Soure a cite of gret fame 

He • endede, & clepede yt Leicestre, aftur ys owne name. 

Jnre doj^tren )>is kyng hadde, Jh; eldeste '® Grornorille, 

]fe mydmost hatte Regan, ]>e " ^ongost Cordeille. 

]>e fader hem louede alle ynoj, ac ]7e " jongost most : 

For beo was best and fairest, & to hantenesse drow lest. 

]>o \>e kyng to elde com, alle {'re he brojte 

Hys do^tren to fore hym, to wyte of here )H)u;te. 

For he l^ojte hys kyndom '* dele among hem |?re, 

*^ And lete hem ]>er with spousi wel whare he my^te bi se* 

To J>e eldest he seide first, *' Doj(er ich bidde ]>e 

** Sey me al clene |jin herte, how muche ]?ou loucst me." 

" Myn heye Codes," quo}> ))is mayde^ '* to wytnesse I take echon, 

*^ ]»t y loue more in myn herte \>i leue bodi otie, 



' This was in thulke tyme 
Ar. * Israel Jr. ' Ou Ar. 
* Ne Ar. s Rejn non in 
ertlie come, and aftiir hit fel 
sp Ar. « Bladath Ar. i xxx. 
jer Ar. » Sore Ar. 9 Rerde, 



and clepede Ar. '° Gono. 
rille, Ar. " Yongeste Ar. 
" To dele Ar. '' And eke 
forto wedde hem wel wher he 
myghte by se Ar. 

H 2 «*J>an 
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*' ]>3Ln my a soule and my lyf, J^at in my bodi y8» 

)?o fader was )>o glad y now whan he herde }>is« 

^* My leue dorter/' he seide ^, ^* for ' \>on hast in loqe j dom 

^^ Myn olde lyf by fore }>is, and bi fore )7i soule al so. 

^^ Ych wol f)e marie wel with ]>e Jnridde part of m^ londe 

^^ To )>e noblest bachcler, {'ut {'yn herte wol to stonde* 

)h) o]>er dojtcr he aschede ]>o \mi same askyng. 

** Sire," quod heo, " * bi hye Godes^ Lordes of alle pjng^ 

*' Y loue more l^i leue lyf ]nin al Y&i in J>e world ys. 

^ And fei al )7e world were myn, & al \>e richesse ywyt, 

*^ Al and eke myn ownc lyf leuer ich haddc lese, 

*' ]7an ]>i lyf, ]>a,i me is so lef, ^^f y myjte clicsc. 

}« fader was \>o glad y now, and bad hire vndcrstonde. 

To whom beo wolde y maried be with ]7e {'ridde del ys londe* 

\fe 3 ^ongost he askcdo ]>o as he hadde ]>o o]>er y do. 

Heo ^ no kouj^e of no fikelyng, and nc onswerede not no. 

** Sire," heo sryde, ** y leue not )?at my sustren al sop seide. 

*^ Ac for me my self, ich wol so}> seggc o i {'is dede« 

^^ Ych the loue ' as ]?e mon that my fader ys, 

^^ And euer habbe y ^ loued as my fader, and cucr wole y w js« 

" And* jef J>ou wolt jet ]?er vppe more aschc & wyte of me, 

•' Al \>e ende of loue & )>e grond ich wol segge J». 

*^ As muche as }>ou Iiast, ? as muche }>ou art wor]> y wys^ 

** And • as muche ich loue |?e: Jh) ende of loue ys jjis. 



' Though hast thi loue y 
Ho In myn old lyf to fore 
thyn, ^ to fore thi soule also 
Ar. * By the heyghe God, 
Lord Jr. ^ Yongest« Jr. 



♦ Ne couthe of no flateryng, 
8c aunswered nought so Ar. 
^ As a man Jr, ^ The addU 
Ar. "t So muche Jr. • So 
Ar. 
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Jre ky ng was ]fo wroJ> y now, for heo seide al }7at so)?. 

For he seide, ^^ \>o\i ne louest me no^ as ]n sostren do)?, 

^^ Ac despisest me in rayn okle Hue, \h}\i ne sclialt neuer y wis 

** Part habbe of my kyndom, ne of lond |7at myn ys. 

** Ac )>yn sustrcn schulle babbe al, for here hcrte ys kyndc, 

** And J?ou for }rjrn ynkyndenesse be oat of al my myndc. 

*^ ' Ac y ne segge nojt for J>an, jef y mai to mariage )x5 brynge, 

** J?at y nc wol with outc lond with som lytel finge." 

^* For fou art my dojter, & ich habbe more J?an )>i sostren bofe 

" Y loued fe one, & fou jeldest now my loue wroJ>e. 

}^r aftur eoene a two he delede bys kyndom, 

And jef hys twei dojtren half, & half hym self nom. 

And ]>c eldest dorter mid hire del he ^af with oute faile 

J>e kyng of Scotlond, and ]fe ojjer J^e • kyng of Cornewalc, 

• 

To haue half ys lond myd hem at |?c bi gynnyng. 

And seJ?J?e al ys kyndom aftur ys endyng. 

And ]^ gode Cordeille vn maried was ' so. 

For heo^ nolde fikcle, as hire sustren badde y do. 

Ac * God )>oujte on hire for hire trewnesse. 

For )>e kyng of France berde telle of hire godnesse, 

And bad hire fader graant hym ]fe gode Cordeille. 

})e kyng send word a jeyn, J>at it was ys wille : 



' Ac nought for than, with 
oate lond, with some Htele 
thynge Ich wole the to some 
god man to mariage biynge. 
Ar. Nan dico tameriy cum 
JUia mea m, quin te alicui 
esetemoj iiillum foriuna ob^ 
iuleriiy utcun^ marUem. if. 
lud autem qffirmo^ quod nufu 



Particio 
rcgni. 



Maritacio 
filiamm. 



quam eo honorCy quo sorores 
tuasy te maritabo. Quippe 
cum te phuquam ceteras hue 
usque dilexeriMy tu vero me 
minus quam ceterw diligaSm 
Galfredns Man. 'Erl Jr. 
' Jk> Ar. 4Coiitlie flatery 
nou^ aa Ar* s Almyghty 
sMiiAr. 
h3 Ac 
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Ac he nolde with hire ^eue tresour, ny lood. 

For ys two o]fer do^tren hadde it al on hoiul. 

)h> \>e kjrng of France hcrde \f\B, he answerede \fer to» 

JhiI he hadde hym self lorid y now, and tresour al so. • 

Ne ))at he ne kepte butc hire one, withoute o|ier J'ingj 

]7at heo myjte som eyres bi twcne hem for)) brynge« 

So ]7at at ]>e laste ]>is maide y spoused was 

To ))is kyng of France, as God ^af \fai cas. 

)h> ]>is kyng Leir cidore was, heo bi gan to lo])e, 

For he so longe liucde, hys leue do^tren bo)>e. 

Here Ionics heo entisede, ' to gedere to holde fastc. 

And Wynne al ]>is lond to hem, & here fader out caste. 

y\s twei kynges nome here ost, and endede jris dede^ 

And bi nome ))is olde mon ys lond, as here wyues bede : 

Ac ]>e kyng of Scotlond, for rewjx; and * kundede, 

Hym nom to hym in to his hows, a ^ejm ys wyue's xede^ 

Sixti knyjtes with honour to fynde hym al j's lyf. 

As wo sey}?, fir ys kyndom, & for honour of ys wyf. 

With inne two jer |jer aftur it }w)ujte J^e lujjer quene, 

j)at ' hire hadde to muchcj & wolde to muche spene. 

Heo made, \fBi of ^ sixti kny^lcs hire lord with dro^. 

And made hym holde to ))ritti, & \fai was hire \>o^ie yno;^. 

y\B Leir was a schamcd }h), & in wraJ'I'c at )>e ende 

To hys dpet dojter, )>c queue of Come wail, he gan wende. 

And playnede of ^e vnkyndc dede of his dorter ' Grornorille, 

And wende ]>ere amendement to habbe aftur ys owne wille. 



8|iolUicio 
reg. 



' To holde. to gedre faste 
'Ar» * Manhede, .Tok hym 
horn in to his hous, Ar. ' 
Hare fader hadde so moche, 



and to moche wolde spene ^r* 
4 XXX. knyhtos hare lord hym 
withdroagh Jr. ^Gonorille^ 
Jr. 
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l^ilke dorter hym to fonge Vriih honour, as he wendey 
Ac heo was al ful of hym er * ]>e jere's ende. 
For heo entisede hire lord }?o, )>at ys koyjtcs echone 
For cost by nyme hym alle, bute a * fyue men one, 

• WucJk so it were to serue hym, & }wit was y nowe. 
J>o Yis sell luon )?is herde, to sorwe ys herte drowe* 
He nuste to wft)>er dojler beter truste |h), 

Ami :Jo}ji^h»8 he wende ajeyn to J>e ofer with muche wo, 
And hopecle for (o fy iide of here beter* meuske & grace. 
An<l lu»o '^wor bi hire hye Godes anon in \>e place, 
fat h(^ ne schulde raid hire be, bute it ' one were, 
And on knyjt >vith oute mo, ]>e while he hym wel here. 

* And askede, wad sorwe hym were, wan he nadde hym self 

no god. 
To wylne so gret cost, and be of so gret mod l" 
]>is word dude much sorwe j^is seli oldc kyng, 
j)Ht atwytede hym & ys stat, }7at he nadde hym self noting, 
jmt word brak ne; ys herte, & longe he yt vnderstod, 
J^at ys child at wiste ys pouerte, \nd hadde al is god. 
' Neuer kyng ny quene glad, when heo hym seye, 
Ac to ]>e joiful day hopede, that heo my^te dye. 
He bi leuede, as he nede moste, for]) mid on knyjt, 
And \>e quene ys do^er alle wo hym dude bo}>e day & ny^. 



■ j^re pro J?e in Ar, * x. Ar. 
' That were bileft to seruy 
hym, and that hure thoughte 
y noughe Ar. 4 Mylce Ar, 
* Onliche were. With o 
knyght, with oute mo, Ar. 
^ And seyde, what sholde an 
M man be so heghe of mod, 



And an [/. in] ydel, and in 
wast, spende so muche good ? 
Ar. 7 Ther nas ther nother 
kyng no quene glade, whan 
hy hym sey, But lokede euer 
after his deth. whan he sholde 
dey Ar. 
H 4 So 
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So ]mi he raoste ' for fyn myseise awei at )« ende. 
\>e o)>er dorter ke hadde a sayed, ]fBi he nc dursie to hire wjmde. 
|>e quene of France \>e \>ndde hym |h>5 mid yn Tyg% 
He misdudc hire, Yat he ne durste come in hire 8J2t« 
Ac at Ye laste )>o he sei, )?at he moste nede at jft ende 
For pore miseise, (for fare ieuer he hadde wende. 
And bidde ys mete, jef he schulde, in a strange lond, 
f^an \)er he hymsclf kyng was, & such \f\ng hadde on bonde) 
At )>c laste in sorwe ynow in to )?e see he wende, 
To do ys bestc jn meseise were so God hym sende. 
In })o schip as o]7er prynces in gret pruyde he* bi hulde. 
And he nadde mid hym bute twei men, ' hym)>02te ys herte Md; 
He )K>2te on ^e noblei, |7at he hadde in y be : 
PlAocd'F. He wep, ]>e terus rounc doun, J^at deol it was to se. 
'^ Mid ^oxing & mid gret wop ]>us bi gan ys mone* 
^^ Alas ! alas ! jfe lu|7ur ^ wate, ]>at fylest mc f^us one, 
^^ Yai }nis clene me bryngust a doun, wyder schal y be bro^t? 
^^ For more sorwe yt do]> me, when it come)) in ray pagt 
^^^Yc noblei Y^t ich habbe y had, ))at ich was wond to wjnde 
^' Mid so mony bond red knyjtes a boute in eche ' ende» 
^^ And casteles nyme & tonnes, & myn fon brynge ix> gtondcy 
^^ )mn do al )>c miseise, Y^t ich in i bonde. 
" Leue dojter Cordeille, to so|)c )x)u seidest me, 
^^ ]mt as mucbe as ych hadde y was wor)?, J?ei y ne leuede }fe. 



' For mysaise (omisso fyn) 
in Jr. *Biheld^r. »Alas! 
his herte ^as cheld Ar. 4 
With wepynge & wailynge 
thus he made his mone : ^^ A* 



las ! though lethur desteny, 
whi leuest though me thus al 
one ? Ar, 5 i. c. fate. 6 Of 
the Jr. 7 Eynde Ar, 
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^^ }fo wyle ich o;t hadde ich was wot))^ & now it ys al a gon. 

<^ Mi childeren, )>at ich ;ef my god, b^ myne meste fon. 

'^ For my god heo louede me, & now he habbe}) euery dd^ 

*^ He n\kl not jeue me of myn owne myd god herte a mel, 

** A wey ! dojter Cordeille, wyder schal ich now fle i 

" So muche ich habbe |>e ' mys do, ]>at y ne dar ))e y se. 

^' Mid wuche bodi dar y come in J^i si^t ene, 

'\ }7at bi nom )>e myn frenechipe for ]>i so}>ne8se al clene? 

*yi8 men mowe here ensample nime, to late here sones wyue. 

And ;eue hem yp here lond al bi here lyue. 

For wel may a sy mple ' Francoleyn in mysese hym so bringe 

Of Intel lond, wan ]>er fel such of a kyng. 

po ]>is kyng hadde go a boute in such sorwful cas, Maad«vk 

At ]7e last he com to Caric, ]>ete ys dojter was. 

He bi leuede with oute pe toun, & in wel gret fere. 

He sende ])e queue ys dojter word, muche is ^ antres were, 

And ]>at pur miseise hym l^ider drof, & defaut of bi iiue: 

And bed hire, for the lone of God, hire vira]>pe hym for ^eue. 

}>e queue ]7o heo herde ])is, nei yswounyng was. 

" Alas !" heo seyde, "ys my fader y brojtia such deolful cas?*' 

" Mid how mony kny^tes ys he come ?" ]>e o]>er a^yn seyde, 

" Ma dame, bute mid o mon, & ^et f^ilke in ^ feble wede.*' 

** Alas !" quo}? }?e queue J'enne, *^ ys it now mid hym so^ 

^^ Nyme}) anon tresour y nowj, )?at he hap nede to. 



' A gilt pro mys do in Ar. I wyiie, Ar. ' Man pro Fran« 
^ These sample men moughe I coleyn in Ar. ^ Auntres Arm 
y se, to lete hure children | 5 Simple wede Ar* 

" ' And 
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^< ' And clopcp hym myd ]>c best dopy }>at je mowe y se, 

^^ And foarti knyjtcs raid hym, fnti of hys siwte be ; 

^* And do]7 hem alle wel an horse, as a kyng bi comejy to, 

^' And whan * no defauic nys, \nd al \f\s nys irA j do, 

^^ Send(')> my lord word & me, ))at my fader Id loade js. 

Wat halt it to telle longe ? Y do wes al )?is. 

)h> kyng Ijeir arayed was, & men hem worde sende, 

\>e kyng & J>e quenc faire y now ajcyn Jje oJ?er kyn^ wende. 

And with gret honour hym fongon, \>o he to hem oom, 

' And token hym to ys owne willc al clene the kyndom. 

])is was, lo ! ]>e gode dorter, |7at nolde fikele no^t. 

Oftc f^ing }7(it is fikclcd to worse ende ys broj^t. 

\fe kyng of France aftur folc wide aboute sende. 

To a wreke hym of ]>e In)H.T men, ^t ys frcnd so Bchendc. 

♦ )h) he hadde power y now, ]>e kyng Lcir he nom 

And \>e quene ys dorter, & to |7is lond com. 

Mony kynde men of ]>is lond wi(h kyng liCir huld also. 

For \fe ynkynde suikedom ^at his dojtren hadde y do. 

So {'at of France & of ]>\s lond poer he hadde y now. 

Toward hys fon with hem alle with god herte he drow. 

And oner com ]>is false ' kynges & here wyues also, 

^ And a ;eyn in his kyndom mid gret honour y do. 



* Bad hym clothe id the 
beste, that he myghtc byse, 
And XL. knyghtcs with hym 
of his suy t to be ; Ar. * No 
faate ther nys, and al is wel 
y do, Ar. 3 Dederuntque ei 
poiestaiem totius Gallia^ dom 
nee eum in pristinam dignU 



totem restaurassent. Galfridns 
Mon. 4 Quo factOj duxit «e« 
cum Leyr filiam suamj Sf 
collecta muliitudine tvit in 
Britanniam. Galfr. Mon. s 
Lordes Ar. ^Leir in his 
kyuedom a ye with honour 
was y do Ar, 
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Cordeille ys leue dojter eir of al ys lond 

Aftur ys day he made, ■ |h) jmt he so kynde fond. 

By jjis tale me may iyse, |mt men trewest we sef?. 

And best me may to hem truste, jmt of lest wordes * bo}'. 

With inne I?re jer )?e kyng of France dyedc & ]>e kyng Leyr, owtw 

* And Cordeille \>g kyndom fong as \>e ryjt eyr, 4 
And lette hire fadur burie with gret prude & honour 

At Leicetre, \fai he made hyro self be side jfe water of Sour, 
f^is gode queue Cordoille as kyng and queue ]h> 
^ Bi leuedc hire in }7is lond fyuc jer, and no mo, 
£r hire twei suster sones, stalworj^e men \>at were, 
'Hennin and Morgan, werre ^ hire" gonne a rere. 
And hadden despit, ]mi wommon kyng schulde ^ be, 

• And na]>eles wy}? alle ryjtc hij were ner )>an heo, 
Heo gederede vp here aunte here ost aboute wyde. 
And destruyde hire londes ey)>er in his syde. 

So }7at at JTe laste to ' baile heo come. 
I'ere \fe queue here aunte in bataile heo nome, 
And dude in strong prison, and J^e kyndom 
Deldeu bi twene hem, and ey]>er ys part nom. 



Capcio 
Ttguim* 



'So kynde he hure fonde 
Jr. »jL. be>. JCordille 
aftur hjm auenge Bmtajne 
as ryght heir Ar. 4 Cum er- 
go Cordeilla regnumper quium 
quennium pacifice tractasiet, 
ccsperunt earn inquietare duo 
Jilii sororum suarum Marga^ 
nut Sf CunedagiuSy quce Magm 
lauro Sf Hennino ducibus con^ 
jugaiof fuerant. . Ambojuvem 
nes prtpclarw probitaiis for* 



mam habebant^ quorum a//e- 
rumy Videlicet Marganum^ 
Maglaurui generaviij Cune- 
dagium vero Henninui, Galfr, 
Mon. J Hemyn Ar. * Deesi 
Ar. 7 Beo Ar. • And also fcy 
ryght hy were fortherer than 
heo. Hy gaderede to gedere 
hure ost aboute by eche side, 
And destrade her and ther 
bothe in eche side Ar. * Ba. 
taille Jr. Morgan 
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Morgan kyng of ScotloDcli as heo dele koa]^^ 
Hadde al jnA lond bi Nor)), and * |>e ojfer bi 8ou)«* 
With inne two ^er ]fer aftur somme to Morgan come^ 
And, for he of \fe elder soster was, bed hym nyme gome; 
And sdde hym it was gret despit, ]fBi \fci wcr in \>is lond 
Twei kynges, wan ry^t was, j^at he it hadde al on hond. 
])is kyng was enticed so, fntt he nom attc taste 
Ys ost, and yp hys cosyn bi gan to werri faste. 
And bi gan to brennc & quelle, & atte laste y wys 
]pe olher bi gan to tume a ;eyn, and drof hym in to Walis. 
And )>er heo smyte a batail in the Sou)) half of pe londc^ 
And l^er was Morgan y slawe, jmt longe * was vnderstonde. 
\fe stude, ]>ai he was at y slawe, me clepu)) jet Morgan, 
And euere wole aftur hym, for he was so woryi man. 
Cunedag was |>o al one kyng, & \>e kyndom to hym noro. 
And ttobliche *jfxe and' )>ritti ;er held ]>e kyndom. 
])e twey holy prophetes were Osoe and Ysaie 
^ilke time in ^ Irael, and dude here prophccie. 
iDcepcio Romulus and Remus ]fe twei bre}7cren y wys 
Bi gonne fo first Rome, j^at noble ciiie ys. 
Four hundred ^er it was, and ' fourti euene al so, 
Aftur ]fe batail of Troic, ^t al \>ia was j^do. 
And Rome was fyue hundred ;er )7us y mad bi fore. 
And ]nc and fydy ;er eke, er God were y bore. 
Aftur ]>\s kyng Cunedag hys *sone, that hatte Riual, 
Kyng was mad aftur hym, a wys mon J^or; out ah 



' Hemen pro fe o^r in jir, I sunt Ar, ^ Israel Jtr. s fimw^ 
*Ib pro was in Ar. ^ JDe. I tyne also, Ar. ^Brothur Ar. 
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Aftur bym Gurgust ys sone, and sejjj^e anoJ»r Sisille, 
And many on " s<!t\ipe afturwar, of warn mote be stille* 
So ]?at atte laste Gurguont was kyng, 
Stalworfe mon and hardy, and wys J^or; alle ^yng. 
M uche }?ing, }>at ys eldore loren )H)rw feyntyse, 
)>oru strcng]?e he wann se\>]>e a jcyn, & Jjoru ys koyntise* 
J)e kyng of Denemark ■ ber eche jer with lawe 
Truage to Engelond, and bi gan hym to wy}? drawe. 
Jwj kyng Gurguont hym porueyede of power y now^ 
And ]>er wy}? in gode schippes to Denemark he drow^ 
And )>ekyng of Denemark in bataile he slo;, 
And wan a jeyn J?e truage }?at ' he held with woj. 

jfVS J)e kyng Guorguont fro Denemark wende a je 

Hider toward Engolond, he mette in )>e see 

]fniii scbipful of men. and of wymmen also. 

Of children, and of o]>ex god )>at heo hadden with hem y do* 

\>e kyng askede, wad heo were ? \>ei were a drad ful sore. 

]>e maister fel a doun on kne, & criede mercy & ore. 

^' Lord," he seyde, ** we hep men wyde y driue aboute 

" From contrey to contrei, J^at we mown nower route 

*^ Of }7e kynde of Egypt oure firste more com. 

*' * For ])o folc of Irael Moyses with hym nom, 

*^ And ladde hem out of Egypt bi ]>e * liuerede see, 

*^ And J?e kyng a d rente & alle hys, Jjat^he ne com neucr a jc : 



' Suth afterward, of wham 
we mote be stille Ar. » That 
bar ech yer with lawe Tru- 
age to Bnitayne^ gan hit tho { Jr. ^ They Jr. 

• ** Among 



with drawe Ar, * At heold 
with w rough Ar, 4 For tho 
that folk of Israel Ar, i Rede 
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'^ Among hem, ]fai bi leuedc o liue, stryf me mygte se, 
" Wuche mest maistres were, & hoo schulde lord be: 
" So Jwit heo, ]mt maislres were, hadcle wel gret onde 
" To ]?e kyn ]mt we come of, & dryne hem out of londe, 
^^ For drede )>at heo ne schulde no^ here maistres be. 
** }?ii8 heo were y dryue a wei, & nustc wydcr to ' fee. 
<< Heo duden hem for}> in to |>e se, & by mony a lend wende* 
<^ * Se ))at God in to Spajnc attcti ende ' horn sende. 
<^ ]«r heo bi leuede, & mtox, & al ^ai of hem come 
** Forto now jjis o^ev day, )?at we myjte not be y some. 
<< « For ]>e kunde folk of ]>e lend hadde to ows onde, 
^^ And, Jmt we to grete maistres nere, drive ous outof Jie londe. 
•* OJ>er half jer we habbe)> nowe y went with oute reste 
*^ In the grete see of occean, forto scche vr beste, 
** Jwit owre lyf ys vs lo)?, & we nuste war bi leuc ; 
^^ ]>er fore we wolde biddc ^, }7at )>ou vs sum placx 2^^^ 
" |7at amty were in J)i lend, ware )x)u woldcst by ]>enche, 
" ' l^atwemyjleof swynkeourcmetei &Ubbebyoureswjnke. 
Prima j'e kyng hem noldc graunte noj^ing of ]>is lond, 
V^nia. Ac he sende hem by god condyt in to Yrlond, 

|mt al amty was of men, & no mon ne wonede J^ere^ 
And Yese were ]>c firstc men ]>at in Yrlond were. 
A }H)usant ^er yt was and two, j^at y do was al J'is, . 
Aftur ]mi * folc of Irsrael of Egypt wende i wis. 
Fyf hundred ^er and i tucnti it was eke bi fore, 
Er ]Nm oure Lord Jhesu Cryst on er)7e was y bore. 



*Fle Ar. *SoJr. Mlern 
Ar, 4 Therfore the vnne- 
k^^nde folk Jr. sThat we 
moughe oure liflode, as othur 



doth, byswynke ^r. 6 Tl» 
folk of Israel An ^Nyiie 
pro tuenti in Arm 
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' Hit bi fel J>er afturward swythe longe ynow Pictu 

Out of \>e lond of Scitie ojjer folk }?ider droj. 

For into J>e grete see of ocean a gret companye 

Of Pycars ^rende som tymc out of * Scisie. 

From lond to lond wyde ' he gonne wende. 

So ]7at atte laste heo come to Yrlonde's Nor]) ende, 

A geyn ]>e lond of Scotlond, &^po folk )^t heo fonden ])ere 

Of ' ]>is eldore kunde, Scottes y clepud were. 

))e ^ Picardes bede ]>e Scottes an ende of here lond 

To jeue hem, forto libbe by with swynk of here bond. 

]>e Scottes seide, {^at fntt lond nolde not y now be 

To hem bofe to lyue ' bi, as heo myjte y se. 

Ac |7at heo myjte ofte y se, in cler weder, )>ere 

Est ward, as \>e sonne a ros, a lond as yt were. 

Mury & fair yt |H)jte y now^ & ))at heo )>ider wcnde, 

To wonye & to lyue }>er, & j^at heo hem word sende, 

^ef any mon hem greuede, & }7at heo wolde, heo seyde, 

Warde hem from alle men, J^at hem bi tidde no drede. 

' l^is Picardes ]>enne wende for]> Estward euer faste. 

To )>e Nor|7 ende of Engelond heo comcn at ))e laste. 

)?at ende heo fonden al bare, heo bi leuede J^ere, 

And swonke & tilede here lyflode, & al maistres were. 

* Heo fonden hem sustynance y now, and '^ lyueden pas for]) mimio foit 

]>e Bry tones in " ]h> SouJ^half, and heo in ])e Nor]). 



' 1 The comjnge of Pit. 
tes, that some clepeth Piker- 
dys, ^r. in margine, * Si- 
thie Ar. cum i. Nauerne {ab 
ead. manu) tupra lin. . • ^ Hij 
Jr. 4The^r. J The el. 



dere Ar. ^pjctes Ar. ^By^ 
by aught that hij couthe se 
Ar. « Thes Pictes ^r. »Hij 
wonne hem Ar. "*Lyuede 
so forth Ar. " The Ar. 
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' Pycars fonden ese y qow, and debut none^ 

To libbe in plente y now, bute of wymmen one. 

For ]>er ner none among hem. ]>er fore to Yrlond 

Heo sende to Scottes ]fSLi ^er were, \mi bco schulde hem Tii» 

derstonde 
And lenc hem wymmen, \ml heo myjte here* ofpryn^f echeso.* 
For ]>yng }7at ' wone]>, & no]>ing wexe]>, ^ sone it ys ydcK" 
Scottes hem scnde wymmen in \>is forme )>ere, 
]>at wan a child were y bore, and me in.ddute were^ 
' Who were Jto fader, ]>at mc schulde name & erilage 
Bo}>e habbe in J^e moder half, for drcde of Out rage, 
Lasteyt ^code out of kyndc jK>r; child mys bi gete. 
For mc may bet 8o)>nesse of \>e moder )>cn of ^ fader wjte. 
In I'is maner ^ Picars with Scottes ^ myngen here blod. 
So jmi yt siwcde )>e wymmen, when me o^t mysvndentod* 
And when mon withouten eyr of hym to dej?e were yhrcfgt, 
Hys moder kun was ys eir, & ys fader kun ryj^ npjU 
And for ))e moderes Scottes were, ' so forjf yt ys bi come^ 
\>hi * Scottes name ys al a bouc, & *^ Picars al bi noine. 
" }7us Scottes among Pycars come out of Yrlond, 
And '^ Jmt lond me clepu]> aflur hem se)>)7e Scoiloide. 



'Thes Pictes Ar. * Os- 
pring forth brynge Ar, » 
Waneth Ar, 4 Hath sone an 
endyngc Ar, iWho the 
childe's fader were, the name 
and heritage Of his moder 
hit sholde bere, for dredc of 
outrage^ Lest the name yede 
oute of kynde thurgh mysby 
yityng. Of the moder half 



rather than in the fadre's me 

I 

may haue knowyng ^r. 
«^Thes Pictes Ar. 'Med. 
lede blod Ar. * So fer fordi 
hit is y come Ar. [^9 The 
Scottes Ar. "Pictes Ar. 
" The Scottes mytl tlie 
Pictes Ar. "The pro tlwt 
in Ar. 

YrlDnd 
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JL RLOND ys ' akr jle best with oate Engelonde. 
1^ see gop al aboaten b jm eke as ich Toderstoode. 
More he js ftkn Engolond, & in * {x> Soup half he y% 
^ Bradder & more of ynow )>an ia )>e Nor)' ende j wys. 
Ajejn pe lond of Spajne he stond id }^ ^ Noxp sjrde ry^. 
Selde snowe per inne ^ li)>, & namdiche jfte nj^U 
So euene * hot pai lond ys, Yai men dune i selde 
Here orf in howse awynter brynge out of pe felde. 
Lese lasiep per al pe \rynter« Bute by t )>o more wonder be, 
Selde me schal in pe lond eny foule wormes se. 
For nedres ny oj^er wormes ne mow. per be no2;t. 
And ;ef be be]) |nder ' bi cas'' from o)«r * londes y brojt, 
Heo djep }H)r2 smel of pe lond, o)>er }H>r2 towchyng y wys. 
Eche gras ]7at )^r inne wexe]) a ^^yn venym yt ys. 
For men, )^t ben yenymed, poi^ grases of Yrlond 
Y dronke be bef' y clansed sone, )H)ru Codecs sonde. 
Hony & mylk per ys muche. mony folk & bolde. 
J'is ys pe stat of Yrlond, as iche habbe y tolde. 

^FTUR kyng Gurguont, kjnges mony on 

j>er were here in Engelond, me may not telle echon. 

A boute a four hundred jer aflur hym pet com 

A kyng, pot was Lud y clepud, pat wd hult pe kyndom< Lod< 



' Al ther lie best, ontake 
Eag^londe Ar. • The Jr. 
) Bradder a gret del than in 
the Northside jwys Ar. 
♦Northwest ryght-ir, sLith, 



nameliche bat thre nyght Ar. 
* A tempre pro hot in Ar. 
7 Bat seylde Hare bestes an 
house Arm ^ By happe Ar. 
' Lond Ar. 
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Crete towncs in Engclond be amendede y nowe. 

And London ' allcr most, for |>cr to hys herte drowe. 

* )7at folk he hctt of \c town so noble bold }>er rere, 

))at in al Engclond so noble a cite nere. 

Walles lie Ictte make a boute & ^ates vp & doun. 

And aftur Lud, }>at was hys name, he clepudo jt L#ucle*s toan. 

)>e hexte ;ate of )>e toun, ' f^a jet stond )«re and U^ 

He lette yt clepe Lude*s gate, aftur yt ownc name jrwis. 

He let liym, \o he was d(rd, burye at {>ilke ^atc. 

\tt fore ;et aflur liym me clepo]? hit Lodegate. 

\t town me clepu^ Lude^s town, J^at ys wyde oow|^ : 

And now me clepe}) it London, ^at ys ly^ter in )ie mou)^. 

And Newe Troie hit hette er, ^ ac )?ns yt is a go 

]7at Londone he ys now y cleped, and wor]? eacrmo. 






JiiNGELOND ha^ i be with strengj^e y wonne y lome. 
And first, as ich telle can, \ox\t )>e emperoures of Rome* 
Aftur kyrrg Lud ^r was kyng ys bro)>er Cassibcl, 
fmt noble Prince was y now, & frnt lond gouemede wel. 
Julioi. July JTe emperour of Rome by his day com. 

And muche del of \c world bi Est to hys power nom. 

' Se|?)?e he drow hym Westward, & werrcde in raonj Ioade« 

And wan lond * aftur o}7er, hym ne my^te non at stonde. 

|h) he hadde y wonne France, \c see he wende ney, 

1 And bi huld Westward, and som del of Engclond y sey. 

hit cleped, Ar. s And tho h« 
Ar. 6 Aftur lond, ne myghte 
hym no man astonde Ar. 
' And as he lokede West. 
ward, Eogelond he seygh Ar. 

He 



* Alther Ar. * He hot in 
thulke toune the folk 8«che 
buldynge a rere, Ar. ^ That 
yut stant Ar. ^ Ac nough hit 
is so ago, That Londone is 
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He askede, wat load jt were, & wal folk }vr inae wmsr 
Me seide hjm ^at it was Bretajne, ne betur load nas. 
And \fai fe (oik was of }« kyode of Troic, & of }>£ Brut y 
^^ ' \>enne he\> heo, qnop fie emperoar, of the kynJe of Rome. 
^^ For, aftar )« balail of Troie, )>e noble moa Eneas 
^^ * To Lasabardye com, and oore firste fiukr was. 
^^ And Brut al so com of hym, ^ s^*)^ bys (aier slow^, 
^^ And )>er fore was }Knne y dryne, & to pUke lond drow^. 
^^ ^anne we be]> of on kynde, ' ac, bute ich ^ to lye, 
^* A ^cn kynde he lx\f a ^eyn ts, as of chinal rye. 
'^ For |7er of ne mowe heo konne nojt, y not how he my^te, 
'^ To be by hem self in an hume as )« rof with oate »yste. 
For Qojt we schulle}? hem ouercome, aic na|«les as jfc hcnde 
We schul hem wame of oure pogi^ a we to hem weode. 



4( 



iC 



' Cumque nomem rcgmi dt^ 
dicissei Sf popmlij dixit ^ Uer^ 
cle ex emdem pra$apia mos 
Romami Sf Briiiomes orti 
iumySy quia ex Trojana gemie 
processimus^ Xobis ^neas 
post deiiruciionem Trojtt 
primus pater fuit. HUi au^ 
tern Brutus, quern Sihius -if. 
cani\filii JEneiXyJilius proge^ 
nuit. Sedy nisi folio r^ valde 
degenerati iunt a nobis. Nee 
quid sit militia mozerunt, 
cum infra oceanum extra 
orhem commaneant. Lev iter 
cogendi erunt tributum nobis 
darej Sf continuum obsequL 
um Rommnm digmUmti psware, 
Prius tamm mamimdmm est 



I eisy mi tnaccessi a Romama 
populo 4f iniacti veciigal 
reddantj ui ceterm enam 
gentet subjeciionem senmtmi 
fttciantj ne noty ^sorum cog* 
natorum nostrorum samsuL- 
nem fundentet^ antiquam no* 
bilitatem Priami patris noSm 
tri offendamut Galfridas 
Moo. ^ To ItaiJIe coid, that 
is now Rome, and oore aon- 
cetre was Ar. ' A nd ich caa 
a ^e. Hit were a ye kyode 
to be a yenst ts, as of chioaL 
rie. For ther on ne oMwe 
bij konoe noogbt, y oot how 
hit Bjglite, To be in an bene 
hy hem sel^ tber iiitb onto 
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Manda- 
tiun r^if. 



\>e emperoure^s messingeres to Engelond hire ooioe^ 

]>at }fe kyng abowe ys herte ' to )>e noble stade of Rome^ 

And allt^j|«r kjnges dude, and ys ry^t semftge 

Dade to )>e hye eroperour, and sende hym hys truage^ 

And hys lond huld of hym, and dude hym bomajpey 

JLaste pe bye emperour for his outrage 

Come and destniye al (lys lond ; & ^ct ^ wone were^ 

* ]>e blod schedde of ys owne kynde, & defoule y t so |Kre^ 

And \>c olde heynesse of Priamus werrede so, 

Of was kynde heo come ecfaon, & )rat were hym lo)> to do. 

For ^er ^ schulde* in al ^ \>o world no lond be for bore. 

]ris was euene sixti ^pr er God were y bore* 

]fe kyng ' sende ]7is word a "gcyn a non for \ns tyj^ing z 

^^ Cassibel, kyng of Breyteyne^ to July sende)? gwdjng^ 

^^ Wonder it ys, Sire emperour, ^ jmi noble gentriae 

^' ]7at is so noble & eke y fuld with so fyl couetyae, 

^' pai ? wordc's nobleye hast so muche, of eche mon 

'* j^at for couctise art y come so fer fro jfe Est, 

'' To wilne oure lutel god, jmt God vs wolde sende 

^' }'at be]7 hire bi oure self, us at Jye worlde's ende : 



■ To the cite of Rome, As 
alle othur kynges dude, in 
hys ryght seruagc. And his 
lond holde of hym, & dude 
hym homage. Lest the heigh 
' Ar. *To shede his owene 
kynde blod 8c defouled there; 
And take hede of Priame's 
prude, that werrede so. Of his 
kynde hij come echon, & that 
hij were loth do Ar. sNe 



sholde Jr. 4 The Ar. $ Hym 
sende word a ye, tho he Imidt 
this tydynge : Ar. 6 Qf tkf 
gret gentrise. That thoagh to 
foule anctherest hit with thy 
couetyse. That wordles wdlh 
hast so muche, of alle m«o 
mest. That for couetyse ert j 
come so fer fraio the 1< ^ Ar. 
7 L. worlde's. 

•••And 



Robert of Gloucester's Chronicle. 47 

*^ ' And Jh)u nart one y payed oure tresour io nyme at ene, 

^' Bute \)o\i ]:er aftur ys binyroe oare franchise al dene, 

*^ To brynge ys so fre as we be)? in to * fyl seniage, 

^^ )?at we bere \>e and J'yne euermore truage. 

^^ Gret wrong )h>u woldest don ys^ wen. of on kynde 

^< We hep y come je & we, as \foa hast )7i self in mynde* 

^< )>enne ajte yt be y now^y wen we bep cf on blod, 

^^ Loue & frenschipe aske ys, jef ))ou }% wel ynderstod, 

^^ Thaw )h>u ne askedest ' Jwr vppe J^ralhed euermo. 

<^ Sikerliche we ne konne no^t of ]milhed ne of wo. 

^^ So muche we habbe)? euer y be in ^ franchise ^et her to, 

^^ )?at ]>ei onre owne Godes wolde in J^ralhede ys do, 

^^ Fonde we wolde a jeyn hem ^ our franchise withstonde. 

'^ I'ei ]>ou )«r fore, Sire emperour, grete power habbe on honde, 

<< Wyte* to soJ>e, J^at we woUe)? for oure franchise fygte^ 

^^ And for our loud, rajn^r \fen ' we lesed with yn ry^t. 

]nB was eke four hundred jer, and four score, & J^rottene^ 

Aftur pBi }>e bor;; of Rome first was mad iche wene. 

))o }>e emperour herde )ns, to schippes he wende iaste, JvUm ^f- 

And al hys power forp with hym^ and sailes yp caste. «■• 

jfei entrede in at Temse mou}), and l^er heo gonne a riue. 

jfo Cassibd herde J^is, ' he ^arkede hym bi lyue. 

Now hadde kyng Lud, ys bro)>er, ;onge sones twei, 

Androge and Tennant, \mi \>o jonge were beye, 



' And ^t tfaough nert nought 
onliche apayd Ar. * Gret Jr. 
< Eke ther to thraldom euere 
mo. For on thraldom konne 
we nought, ne of such other wo 



theygh that the Codes hem self 
wolde in to thraldom ys do An 
s For oure Jr* * For soth Ar, 
7 We wol lene hit with ynryghte 
An * lie gittithcd hjfrm m 



4r. ^FrvncUsehiderto. For | bljrue ^r. 

l3 po 
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BelluiD. 



Jh) here fader dyede to holde fe kyiidom. 

' ]>cr fore )>er to Cassibel al }>at lond nom. 

Ac \>o nolde not Cassibel, \>VLi heo sckulde allyng faile. 

Tennaiit J>e jonger he made erl of Cornewale, 

And Androge erie of Kent, & gaf hym London f^er to. 

BoJ>e heo were noble men \>o y\s dede was y do. 

Jtc kyng hadde * eke a bro)>cr, Nenny was hys namCj 

Strong kny^t and hardi, and mon of gret fame. 

)» kyngc's chef conseleres J>ese J?rc were of J^is ]'ing. 

Alle heo come to Canterburi at )>e bi gynnyng. 

)>ere )7e kyng & ys power such conseil to gedcre nome^ 

To kepe J>e emperoure's folc er * heo to fer income. 

For jef }>ei hadde eny |7ing y wonne of castel or of ton, 

Wei ]>e worse it wolde be to brynge hem )?er don. 

^ Jh) kyng wente toward |?e sc mid fair ost ynowj, 

* And as J?e emperour hadde y pijt ys pauelon be drowr. 
Jw)* he hadde y ordeyned here ost in ryj?er syde, 

* Jx) batail heo smyton strong ynowj, J>at cow]> was ful wyde. 
Myd arwen & myd qiiarelcs so muche folk * first" me slow, 

* And se]>]>e with speres smj-ton a doun, jfai deol was ynow. 
\fo heo were )7or5 out y mengd with swerdes & with mace, 
Myd axe & mid aulcs, so muche folk in jmi place 



' J^rfore Cassibelan this 
lond to hym nom, And also he 
nolde, that eny tbyng these 
children sholde faille Jr. ' Eke 
a nothur brolhur Ar. ^ Ilij to 
batailie come Jr. 4 The Jr. 



5 And toward theniperoim's 
tente euene he hym drough Jr^ 

6 Hij Jr. 7 An pro tho in Ar. 
« DeeU Jr. 9 And with twertl 
and with speres, that deol hit 

I was y nough Jr. 



Me 
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Me slow, ]f3i al \>e erpe a boute stod ' as ia flodc 

£r ]>e bataile were y do al of red blode. 

Nenny \>e kynge's bro}>er and )>e erl of Kent al so, 

Mid al here power of Kent, & myd ]>e Londreis ]>er to, 

* Awatede hem to ))ilke ost, ]7at ]fe emperour inne was« 

So J^at ' Ncnnyn )?e emperour bi cas. 

Anon he willede in herte with so hey mon to fy^te. 

He asailede hym & drow ys swerd, & sraot with al ys my^« 

Ac j>e emperour mid his^scheld \k} strok hente ynow. 

And drow hys swerd ' an hey, & to ]^ gronde faste slow^ 

And smot Nenny n ]>ox^^ helm ^ somdel toward pe brays. 

And stj>]>t toward J^ilke stude he smot with more maynCi 

To haue y cloue ^ hym" al ]>at hed, ac * Nenuyn hys schdd 

nom, 
And dude by twene, )?at J^e strok so depe j>et inne'ne^' com^ 
]nit ]>e emperour ne roy^te yt out drawe with al ys mayn. 
■® Nenny n caste " caste" ys owne swerd anon a wey wel fayn^ 
And '* nom )jct swerd to hym, }«t so noble was & riche. b!SISf^ 
For }>er nes in al ]>e world swerd hym yliche. 
For Jrer nas non }>er with y wended, jmi euer keaer my^te. 
)>er fore yt was rede de\> y cleped and mid ry^te. 
}h> '^ Nenny n hadde \nit gode swerd, a boute he smot to gronde. 
£ch mon \fai he \fer with smot, he gef de]^'s wonde. 



' Al on a flode An * Or* 
deyned hen Ar. ' Neny than 
Emperour y segh as fel by cms, 
An 4 Swerd thaoe strok An 
s Anon, and to grounde slough. 
He smot Neny iir. ^Almost in 



to the brayne An i Deett An 
• Neny An 9 Deeii An «<> Ne- 
ny^r. " Aei/ttfuia/. ''Nam 
to hym themperoure's 8werd» 
that An « Neny An 
i4 Jie 
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]>e Romaynes laie sone a doun, he made emty place. 
Victoria ^^^ j^ Bfytoiies a rjse faste, so Jwit, Jrorw Grode*8 gnce^ 

Heo hadde ])c maistry of )>e feld. ' )x> Romaynes flowe^ bi Ijmei 

Ac mody was \>e moder child ]>at arst was bro^t of |yae. 

be emperour and ys power to schip flowe faste» 

And to France flow ajeyn^ somdel \>ei were agaste* 

Here folc hco loren in ]x; se ]>or3 tempest monyon^ 

' Wat in batayle wat in se, & heore horses ney echon. 

Cassibel was glad y now ]>o he hadde ]>e maystrie* 

^ Fayrq he ])onkede ys gode folc, and of gret corteysie 

Of ^iftes ^ delde among hem euer as heo were. 

1^ jmt joye and ^ mur})e y now among hem was JHatCm 

Ac J>er was among hem deol ynow for ' Nennyn y broj^t, 

}>at ])c emperour ])e wonde jef, ]7at he ne my^t hde iMigt* 

He lai for ' pyned in ]>e wonde, and (o dej^e drow^^ 

And dyede J?c ' fy f}?e day myd sorwe & deol y now^. 

Atte Nor]? ^ate of London heo buryode J'is gode knjnrt. 

And buryede with bym in hys chest }7at swerd bat was so 

bryst, 
\fni he wan of J^e emperour with honour y nowj, 
]>at rede dep was y clepud, war wyj? he hym slow^^ 
Y buried it was for]) with hym, as in tokcnynge 
Of ys prowes, )7at he yt wan of on so hey a kynge. 



'}eJr. •Blyue^r. 'Many 
in bataille & many in see, and 
hure hors euerichon Ar. 4 
Faire gan to thonke his folk, 
and dude hem courtasie Ar. 



s He deldc a mong hem eaere 
as worthy were Ar. 6 Bliss^ 
Jr. 1 Neny Jr. « Pynynge 
Ar. 9 Fiftenethe Ar. 



Gassibel 
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Caasibel J^e gode kyog hym gan euer yndentonde, 
\>at )>o cmperour ]>ou;te ^et i^erre in hys Ibnde. 
\>e fyf townes of \>e fyf portes he lette walle aboute/ 
And so gode kny^tes dude J'er, )iat he nadde ^t no doute. 
' Stakes of ym mony on he py^te in Temese gronde, 
A boue scharpe & kene ynow^ bi ne\fe gcete & ronde, 
psd, ;ef )^T eny schippes come er me y war were, 
Hco sehulde piche hem ]H>ni out & a drenche hem so ^pae. 
Here was coyntyse ynow, he lettt al so a rere. 
^Vp}>e water strong hows, ]7at heo vn warned nere. 
And of ]>e jonge folk of ^ lond \fer inne dude y nowe, 
To be prest to kepe here fon, wen ]>ei ' to hem drowe. 



Jttlii. 



(ll ULIUS ^ ]7e emperour with strong power y now;, Reditu; 

Two ^er aflur \>e batailei to Engelond a jeyn drow» 

And \>ou^ sle al ]>at folk, & wynne ))is kyndom, 

^ Ac he caste ]>et of ambes, as J'o he to londe com. 

For as \iiB schippes with gret eir come toward londe 

In Temse, as {>ei al )^ world ne sehulde hem at stonde, 

))e pykes smyte hem {niru out, or \>ei wyste wat y t were, 

And daschte and a dreynte fourty schippes J^re. 

And a }H>usant gode knyjtes \>eir inne were adreynt, 

^ And al here atyl and tresoor was al so a seynt. 



' Piles he pighte mtnyon 
Ypon Themese grounde Ar. 
'.UponThemese toures strouge, 
that hij Tnwamed nere Ar. 
* To londe droughe Ar. 4 The 
sefonde comynge of Julias Ar. 






in margine, s And forto dq 
this like dede, gret people witl^ 
hym he nom* And as har^ 
shipes Arm ^ And hare cate^ 
and tresoar Ar* 

An4 
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And so beo my^ lerne, wuch Brytones were. * 

Betere hem haddc be at Rome, \mi y osted \>ere» 

\>e emperour with drow hym |7o, and by an opex ende 

To londe he com ' wro; y now, )?U lond forto schende. 

And kyng Cassibel y sei so rouche folk y lore. 

And adreynt of bys fon, glad he was \fcr fore. 

And na)^les he was sort, and made gret mone 

Of hem ))at of sca[)ede, |^t beo nadde be drey at echone. 

}h> ]>e Romaynes were y come to ]>e lond at )>e lasie^ 

leUaik Cassibel with ys power a jeyn hem sette faste. 

Heo smyton batail strong y now, fer was y do gret wo. 
And mony slawe on ey)>er half, ac of \>e Romaynes mo. 
For J>e Brytones wox faste, \>e Romaynes by ne)>e werr. 
\>o )>e emperour say, ]>ai ys fare nas no^t {^ere^ 
Mid lute folk, ]mi him was bi Icued, to schip he gojf faste. 
Hyt were men of a god lond ]7at * hem so kou]>e agaste. 
\fe kyng Cassibel anon for joye made ys heste, 
)mt alle ])e kny^tes of hys lond come to ys feste. 
To London at a certeyn day, and here wyues al so. 
Here sacrifise to here Godes, as ry jt was, to do. 

^un^n» Fourti ' lH)usant of roJ>eren he Ictte quelle j>er to. 
And of fatte we)^re8 an hundred )>ousand al so. 
Of wilde bestes he lette ]7ritti ]>ousant quelle. 
]>e wylde foules & J>e tame nc myjte nomon telle. 
\>o y\s fest ^are was, })at folk first in here wyse 
To heore Godes as hco woldc dude here sacrifise. 



^ Wroth jlr. ^ Hem so wel a gaste ^r. 'Thousendox he 
let kuUe thcr to Ar, 
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Occiiio 
potifl 



|jer aftur |>e sele to beore mete with so grct noblei echon, 

]7at me nuste )>er hi fore so noble ' fest non. 

Aftur mete, as ryjt was, fe menstrales jeode aboute, 

And knyjtes and * sweynes in carole gret route. 

So \>ai ]fe kynge's neuew, and ]^ erle's neuew of Kent, 

]mt twei ;onge bacbeleres noble were and gent, 

Mn ]7i8 noble companye strif bi gonne arere. 

So )7at \>e erle's neuew }«t oj^er slow; ryjt J?ere. 

]>o was al ]>e court anyed, as )>ei mostc nede, 

\>e kyng ferde eke for wraj>j7e as he woldc wede. 

^ Androge he sende word, ]mi he ys neuew toke jCoDteocio 

And bro^te hym for)? * forte fonge )?at ]>e court hy m wold loke. ^gd. 

Androge was a drad * for he uuste )>e kynge*s wille. 

And 1<^ ^ he hadde ys neuew to honge or spille. 

\>c kyng he sende word a ^eyn,* Jmt he hadde ys franchise 

In ys owne court, forto loke domes and asise, 

And \ndy ;ef ys neuew hadde mys do, in hys owne court he icholde 

Onswere to eche mon,* ' ]7at to hym siwe wolde. 

)h> ' )7is kyng herde J'is, |>at he ne ray^t bi rjr^t lawe 

Juge hym, )mt ys neuew brojte of ys lyf dawe, 

He grey)?ede ys ost '^ faste vp \>e erl of Kent, 

To brynge ys neuew with strong]^ " to stonde to juggement. 



* A feste Ar. *Ladyes pro 
sweynes tit Ar. ^ As they 
pleide atte chesse, stryf they 
gonne arere Ar- ♦To An- 
droge erl he sende word, Ar, 
9 Forto a Tonge Ar. ^ The 
he wttste Ar. i Hym was 



that hys cosyn hange scholde or 
spylle^r. * That hym folwe 
wolde Ar. 9 The pro ^is in 
Ar, '^Swythe anon Tpon 
the Ar* " To fonge jugge«» 
ment Ar. 

Oper 
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Ojfei mid fujrr or mid swerd bryng he wolde al aaU 

Hym to no^t aud al ys ' l^ing, ner he ner so prout. 

y\& erl bi grete lordes to )?is kyng ofte sendci 

)?at he scbulde for Code's loue ys wylle * som del amende^ 

And jmi he for ys neuew wolde, for to a baty stiyf^ 

Do hey amendemcnt, sawue lyme and lyf. 

}>o \>ef nas non o}>er weyj bute stonde al out to dome^ 

{>e erl of an opex wey bi {xiu^te ' bi }H>u2te" hym ylome* 

And as he and ys conseil stable conseil nome^ 

Littene l>ese letrcs sende to July \fe emperour of Rome. 

penuori. *^ To July \fe emperour of Rome Androge» erl of Kenftt 
^^ Gretyng and stable loue, aftur wra)^, ^ send* 
** Sire, wyte to soJTc, J>at sore of ^ )?inket yt me, 
^^ J^at ich habbe for oure kynge*s loue y holde a^yn pe^ 
^^ ]7at * my power nadde y be, )h)u haddest hym oner oome. 
^^ Ac for he hap now pe maistry , such pruyd hym haip y nomei 
^^ ]>ai now me, ]7oru wam he hsip of ' pe maistrie, 
^^ Dryue he wolde out of ys lond myd gret vilenye. 
'* Ich habbe y holde hym in hys lond, & my mede "p&t of ys, 
^^ pot he wol me dryue of ys lond yndeserued ywis* 
^' For oure Codes j take witnesse, |^t oper gult non per njUf 
<^ Bote )?at i nelle my neuew, }7at a lytel dude ftmys, 
f^ Bi take hym to juggement, to honge o)«r to drawe, 
f* • Ich wole, saue lym & lyf, brynge hym • to"ecIie laive. 
M par fore ich bidde, pat ich mowe my stat holde )H>r2 p^^ 
f * Ami pat J>ou '^ vp hym Bretayne mowe wonne |>orj me. 



* Men pro ping in Ar, 
* Somwhat amende Aif. ^ Dele. 
Hfpnt Ar, 5Th}|iketh Ar. 



6 Yf my Ar. i The the jtr, 
^ Ac ich wolde, Ar. 9 Deest 
Ar. »o Of hym Jrf 

Ana 
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S& 



** And ne )^nche )7ou, Sire, nit^ing^ }'at ich treson )>enche. 

^^ For siker ' ]>\s }fe sdpe wei^ withouten eny wicoche. 

^^ * And God wole, )iat men ofte in vftBiYpe & in sore, 

^^ })at after here grete vfxapjfe here lone be )« more. 

)x> )^ ' emperou herde J'is, he ne tryste not vrel her to, 

With oute siker ostage, snch )?ing to do. 

)>e eri ]7ritti noble men, f^at were of jrs blod, 

Sende hjm and ys owoe sone^ {'at were ostagca god. 

Siker ^ was }h> )7e emperour, he ne kuede nojt by hjmdcj 

Ac com here to Engolond mid ]>e nexte wynde. 

fe kyng ^\fe while London by segede faste, 

And destryede )>e erle's lond, & ys ^ contreis a donn caste. 

Ac \>o he herde, ]mt \fe Romay nes y come were in hys lomie, 

To hem he wende hastylicbe, & lelte London stonde. 

^ ^ he com ney Canterbury, in a valei }'ere by syde 

He sey \fe emperoure's ost ysprad a bonte wyde. 

]>e emperour first * in ys half, & he hym self al so, 

Ordeynede first here * ost, J'e bataile forte do. 

Ac mid fy f jHHisand hors '° y wry c* as it was bi speke, 

]^ erl of Kent was in " a wode, hym forte a wreke. 

^ of nas not )« kyng war, ac with 0il( fidle 

Myd god herte he wende for]> to smyte ^is bataile. 



CHtancs. 



' This is the Jr. * And 
ofte hit falleth, that men, that 
buth in wrathe and in sore, 
After hnre grete wrathe, hure 
loue wezeth the more Ar. 
^L. emperour. 4 The thirde 
com)mge of Jtilie Emperour 
Ar. in marg. sThulke while 
Ar. 6 Courtes Ar. i Ut igu 



tur valkmpropeDorobernium 
intraviiy aspesit in eadem Ao. 
manor um exerciium casira Sf 
tenioriaponentem Galfr. Mon. 
* On his half, and the kyng 
on his also, Ar^ ^Ostes, the 
bataile for to do Ar. ^ Y 
heled, as^r. " A wode, forto 
be a wreke Ar. 

By 



'dveo(a» 
ulii. 



Paraci« 
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By twene |>e see and Canterbury )7is bataile was> 
Neuer ich wcnc more ' sla^t in so lute wyle nas» 
)mt folk fel doun for woiided & y slawe in eyj^er syde 
* Ac yikke as leucs do)? of tren a ;eyn wyntre's tjde. 
Ac \>o ' J^at folk of yis lond ney^ Iiadde )>e maistrye^ 
Com ]fe eri of Kent mid ys ost ]7or; ys tricherie 
A I fresch bi hyude )>e Britones, alas I f^ikke stondc 
Fnfit Cat- So bat )?is lond was y brojt ]7or; jfis treson to grondc. 

•ibellaaiis* 

Ac {>e kyng and somme of ys defendede hem so iastc^ ^ 
\>ai heo for Lem alle o line o scapede atte laste, 
And nolde hem ^elde for no J'ing, ac among here fbn ])erc 
Of scape Yp an hey ^ hul, as mony roches were. 
And ]>er heo cudde here prowes, & kepte hem ]>ere an heyg 
With stones, {^at nomon ne durste come hem uey^* 
Ow ! lord ]>e noble folk, 'J'at ys of ]7is londe, 
Wan heo \>e emperour of Rome, J^at no lond ne myjte of stondie^ 
In bataile and al ys ost ourr come tuey» 
And euer wolde, as icli wcne, nnddc ybe tricherie. 
)^r for ich wene, )?at ]7is lond neuer y wonne nere^ 
Bute yt ]x)r; treson of ]fe folk of ]>e selue lond were. 
]h) ]7e emperoure ne myjte \>e kyng myd strcng)>e ouer oome^ 
fat hul he kepte for to he haddc myd hongur hym y nomew' 
Atte laste ' ]>e kyng was y broujt to gronde 
Rezmittit ' For honger for defaut of mete^ alas ! J^ilke stonde. ' 

comitL 



' Slaught Jr. * L, as. 
5 The folk Jr. 4 Hulle, ther 
many roches were, Ar, s 
That was on this londe^ Ar, 



6 The the kyng was al j 
brought Ar. "' Thurgh huiu 

ger Ar. 



And 
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And he sei wcl, j>ai he moste nede for honger d je, 

Or jelde hym to J?e craperour, as al jrs men seye, 

And ]>e emperoure's prison he dradde eke ful sore, 

]>cr fore ]7e erl of Kent he by sou^te milce and ore, 

J^at he hadde rewl>e of hym, ' and for ys genterise 

Made ys pes with J^e emperour with oute feyntyse. 

And ]>hi ]7e kynde blod of \>iB lond, of wham * heo bojw, 

Ncrc {H>ra hym y brojt to schame, & \mi he toke ]^r of gome. 

And |>at jef he hadde ojt misde ajeyn hym myd wowy^ 

jwit lie yt wolde amendy ajeyn hym wel y now. 

]>o Androge herde yiSy som del he was in ]>02t. 

** }>e prynce," he seide, " oj^er kyng nys to preyse nojt, 

'^ ]>at in tyme of werre as a lomb ys boj^e meke & mylde, 

^^ And in tyme of pes as a lyon bo]>e cruel & wylde. 

^^ Mi Goddcs of heaene and of er]«, wat scgge now je ? 

^^ My lord bi seche]) now my grace, \nLi my^te er ' hoto me. 

^^ Mid )>e emperour and mid me pes he seche]^ to drawe : 

^^ And we bo)>e of hym bi fore pees wilnede wel fawe. 

^^ ]xnr fore he schulde hym habbe y \>o^ty ]?at Jror; me he was 

aboue, 
'* And Jjorj me he myjt haue come a doun, & y kud* me loue. 
" For yt ys to J eche prince y wis and kyng vilenye, 
** To de foule ys kny^tes, J)oru wam he ha)? mayslrie. 
" For )>e maistry nys not a kynge*s, ne be he neuer so god, 
*' Ac kny^tes, J>at vnder hym fyjtejj, & schcde)? here blod. 



'And of his gentrise Ar, 
^ Deest vox. Nam hii both 
come in Jr. 'Hote. ^r. 



4 My looe Ar. > Ech a kyng 
or prince vilanye An 

And 



&8 
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^^ And iiaj^des ich wol fondcn, to brynge hjrm of js aocej 

^' For ich habbcof b jm wrecbeyuow, urcn he bi sechej^mjiioie. 

\fe erl wcnde ' to emperour, & * set a doun oo kne s 

^^ Sire," be seide, ^^ al ))i wille ]>ou hast )h>u mjjt y k 

'< Of t'e kjng, }mt js myn ywAc^ he yi at \fi wille. 

^^ Ilaue mercl of hym ich bidde, & let hym no^t a spille. 

^^ What woldest \fou more of by ra, bute ))at he )w Image bere I 

Ye emperour ^las stille, & iie j^f hym non onswere. 

^^ Sire emperour/' quo]? J^e erl ]7o, ^" ne be je nojt so bolde. 

** Understond, }mt forward ich habbe al J^y bolde^ 

*< To brynge }>c kyng bi ne}e )>e| & ]mt ]x>u wonne ys loode. 

^^ Wat schulde icb ]>e more do, na&t )h>u al j>i8 in jnn honde? 

<^ Nolde God, Jmty suffrede my lord, )>at is and was^ 

(^^ ^))at bid me for sefucssc, and to amende hys lretpa8> 

^^ ]mt he ill J'yne bcndcs come, ' God yt scbyld me. 

^^ For ]>ou ^ nc schalt i so ly^tlicbc hym n^me, y segge ]je« 

** Wylc ich libbe for ich wole in ecbe maner fonde, 

^* To helpe my lord & myn vncle, bute ]h>u me vnderstonde. 

)h> J'e emperour berdc J^is, he bi gan hym by J'enche^ 

And hysYfnif]>c to ward l^c kyng, ibrdredeof J'eerly quenclie* 

*)h> emperour & J'e'kyng in J^is forme a cordede were^ 

]?at ]fe kyng of ]7is lond to ]7e em|)erottr here 



* The emp. Jr. * Sette hym 
doun a kne Ar, i Ne be re ye 
yough nought to bolde Jr. 
4 And biddeth me foryeue. 
nc8se to amendy his trohpas 
jir. 5 Clod for shulde hit me 
Ar. 6 Ne shalt nought so 
lightlycke hym take^ ich segge 



the. Al the while that ych 
lyuc, euere ich wole fonde 
Ar, 7 Non leveeii inierfieere 
CiUiibclliaunum me vivente^ 
cut auxiUum meum retUere 
non erubetcamj niii CQnsiiio 
meo paruerit Galfr. Moo* 
*Tho the Emporoor^. 



Robert of Gloucester^ Ckraucle. 5§ 



\tc yoosaMi pownd of srlon' from s;er lo x<rr» 

As to tnMee to Romr, ^t noa - ncr boir kvc 

And in fis mmer was Eagclocid bcovzt fixu ia 

And Yor^ tresoo of )^ seine lood int zti incut. 

Jjtr fare a kjog bc may nog l aaoo; j> karrics be 

^ To stfunc of h js juggcmm, ac i fdri hjm by 

' )nit be haip to hem neoJe he aoC wadie suiale. 

For a sndi wille, as jc y se}*, bro^ (i> lood to £ 

|« emperoar & Ye kymg to gietc lose dnnie» 

And cyfxrr ^ to* o)«r by twme hmi pAes 

And bi lenedc al ^ wynter to fsdere ia ^ LxhL 

Ac a^eya soioer ^c cmperonr^ * }o be badde al oa kwd^ 

AVcnde toward Rome, and mrd spd ismt 

Nom with hym )ic eri of Kent, form waa be 

* And Yom nobLnro ^l b? wa^ mis of so srel 

He kC a mo3c)» of Je xer clepye aAnr ys owwe 

Jalins, as he hd ym self, fc BaoBe^ ^ moEL ys 

Bi foie beniest, as me ciepa^ xet v> fc moBe^ y 



CASSIBEL^godekyne, asGod^?}vt 
Deide aftur * sene ^cr («t he ooer oose was. 
And y boiyed was al EBerwyfc, * & [is kyndom 
Tcmiwant, ys faro^ aooe, aftur hym 



' Forbore J!r. * To strv^c 7 peroar tho 4 the J!r. ^Ikai 
af hisjassemntz^. « Aad * .^. sWku he 
that haaeth to hem Mde he aoc *Thb Jiinf the 
whache stoaade. For i^mr^ vas of to gnae 
lac^awilfalaeswdiiloadwas rThe pr0 }^ m Jr. • 
broaghft to groaade. The cm- ! aea Jlr. f Aai I 

Vd. 1. K )g| 




6b Robert of Gloucester's Chronuile^ 

jmi was erl of Comewailci and \fe erle*s brojier of Kent 
Androge, that was to Rome mid \fe emperoar y wcnfc 

Augustus was emperour aftur July of 
j>e truage bo)>e of |>is lond from ;or to ;^r beonoine*' 
}>e kjng^^s sone Tenwant, Kyrabel was ys namc^- 
He httid with hym at Rome, man of noble iame^ 
He j^af hym armes Sc made him knyjt ' ys owne hond^ 
Kymbel {718 Kymbel afiur hys fader kyng was of J^is londe* | 

So mucbe he loucde fe * emperour,- \fai, \>ei he my^t out* 
Hys truage at holde a^er, for louc he nolde no^t. 
]h) ))is August haddc y be em()crf)ar two & foiirti ^er,- 
He let make a dcscriuyng, }>at y mad nas neuer er. 
He scnde aboule ys mc ssageres (as yt ys y write) 
To echc loud in al fjc world a rerleyu « forte wy te. 
How mony schiren were in echc lond, Sc townes in-eche schirtL 
And how mony men in eche toun, (he was a greft- sire) 
And ]7at ech raon pakle a peny, & \>at me liym jfe money beie 
War J>oru Jie wiste, how mony men in al J^e world were. 
And me made }ns descriuing in )>is lond, as wel 
As in any o]7er lond, bi ]>e kynge's day ^ Kinbel; 
And naJTeles ^y leue yt not, ]7at he ne dude al wel J)anne 
For loue of ]>e panes, as to wy tc; ]>e uoumbre of ^ 



' With his owen honde i i For to Ar. 4 Kymbel Ar» 
Jr. * Emperour, than whan | 5 Ich leue hit wel,. lie dnde 



he myghfe he nolde. The tru. 
age that his fader bar, he 
wolde nought with holde Ar. 



hit somdel thanne, As wel for 
loue of the pans^ as to knowe 
the numbre of manne jir. 
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A boute Jerusalem )>is noumbryng he hi gan^ 

As in )>e myddes of )>e world, to noumbre eche nian., 

bilke tyme oure lord was in ' Bedleem ybore Ortm 

Of * Marie, to saue men, pat arst were for lore ; 

By Kinbele^s day, \mi kyng was of Breteyne faere^ 

And in )^ emperoure's August two and fourti ^ere^ 

)Kit was y clepud Octouian in an djpet name. 

)7is emperour August was of so gret fame, 

Yaif for Juli )>e emperour, (\fBt hi fore hym was er) 

Hadde aftur hym y clepud a mone)? in the ^er, 

l^e nexte * mone)? aftur ward, jmi heruest mone)? ys, 

He let clepe aftur ^ hym August y wys. 

)h> August hadde y be emperour fyfty jer and fyue. 

And wel y holde ys power, he wende out of )?is lyue. 

JL YBERI, ys stepsone, aftur hym com, 
Yat noblichc hulJ ys power, & eke ys kyndom. 
I'e ' 6y wes, & Herodes {\fBi here * kyng was) 
He a dauntede harde y now, and non harm yt nas. 
Pilatus he sende ]>ider, i here'' justise to be )>ere, PyUtiM. 

Forto holde hem harde y now, as heo wel wor))i were. 
And ^et for al ))an, by ys day, \>ovi here Iu])er mode, 
Heo bro^te oure lord Jhesu Christ * to dye on ]>e rode. chrliS* 



^ 



■ Bethlem Jr. ' Maide 
Marie, to saue mankynde, that 
theigh nere for lore; By 
kynge's day Kymbeljrn of this 
Bmtayne here, And the Em- 



& fourty yere, Jr. > Moneth 
In the yer, that harueste Jr. 

4 His name pro hym in Jr. 

5 Juwes Mr. ^ Kyng tho was 
Jr. 1 Deeii Ar. s To dethe 



peroiiit*s tyme August two I Tpon the Rode Jr. 

k8 |>rt 
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fre and twenti ;er eniperour he was by fore ya dc^- 

And aftur bym was Gayus fyf jcr vn nc)>e. 

■ Kynbely oure kyng of {^is lond, soncs hadde twei^ 

Guyder and Aruirag, noblemen beyc. 

Guyder aftur ys fader kyng was of \>is lond^ 

And Claudius emperour aftur Gay ich ▼nderstonde. 

Y mad he was emperour sixti jer» ich wene, 

Aftur ]Mtt God was y bore, and a bouten an ei2;teteiie' 

Aftur oure Iorde*8 de]>. a sene hundred ^er. ,- 

And euene eijte and nyenti Rome was y mad er« 

Ct WIDER, our kyng of pis lond, ys image at huld son^ 

* To Rome )?at ys eldore were y wond to done, 
aandins Claudius {^e emperour J^er of bym gan bi se. 
giiam. )>e fer)>e jer )7at be badde emperour y be 

Mid gret ost he wende here to ]?is londe, 

^ A boute Sou})harato he a ryuede ich vnderstoudc« 

]h> kyng Guyder yndcr ^et, )7at heo a riuede {'er^, 

Hym }H>u2te Ion; mid ys * ost er he at hem were. 

s Heo mette hem to gederef mid power ynoj. 
BeUam. Muche folk ? in ey]^ half to gronde me slog. 

]>e kyng Guyder more folk ' slowe ys owne bonde^ 

|)an muche del of ys ' ost, as ich ynderstonde. 



' Kymbelyn, kyng of Bru. 
tayne, sones hadde tweye Ar. 
*That his auncetres to Rome 
were woned to done Ar, 3 In 
the contreie of Southamtone 
Ar. 4 Power pro ost in Ar» 



Ulii Ar. ^ With gret power 
ynough Ar. 1 0n aither aide 
to grounde me faate aloiigh 
Ar. > Slough with his lumde 
Ar. 9 Folk /iro ost m jlr. 

•J* 
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^ 



' )7is Romaynes were for no^i ouercome atte laste, 
* )7at ]>e eraperour with js ost bi gan to fle faste. 
A cheuenteyn }?er was with hym, * Ilaym was js name« 
He sey, \mi * heore partye wrojt was ney to schame. 
He by ]7ou;te hym of fclonyci aad lette hym arme \fere 
Mid armes of Brytones, as he of ]?is lond were* 
He sy wede myd ]>e Brytones yp J?e Romaynes so faste, 
J>at vr Kyng * him loucde, & ys herte al vp hym caste. 
He spek Englisch^ for he was at Rome ynorisched bi fore 
Myd ostage of J^is lond, me louede hym \)e bet \fei fore« 
He was euer ur kyng nex, and atte last he drow 
Hys swerd, * ar tie were y war, and oure kyng so slow- 
l>eT was tricheri y now. for nomon ne may bet do 
Oyle ^an oj^er, )'an yilke Yai he troste]? mest to. 
To hys felawes he * wende anon, & bad hem hardi be : 
So )>at J?e Brytones were ^ vp I?e poynt to" fle 
Aruirag, oure kynge's bro}>er, wende forj? anon |?ere, 
And dude on ]>e kynge's armes, hym self as yt were; 
And lepte on ys stede, and siwede and sloj fast ys fon, 
'° And ]>e Brutoncs with hym, G)r Jtieo wende, J^at it were jm 
kyng echon. 



HrnTmio- 
terfccit re 

Imitau 



' The Romaynes, Ar. «So 
that themperour Ar. > Lellins 
Haym Ar. Sf Lellius Hamon. 
dus in marg. 4 His partye 
was neygh y brought to shame 
Ar. i Hym louede wel, & his 
herte to hym caste^ He spake 
Brutonei for he was with osta- 
g«s at Rome byfore Of this 
^]fde a ^ueynted, and hadde 



hit nought y lore. He was 
euere oure kyng nexte Ar^ 
^ Er me were y ymty ^d oure 
kyng fi slough Ar. VTo s 
nothur, than he that ^ man 
trusteth most to ^r. 'Yeda 
anon, Ar. 9 In poynt fortp 
Ar. >»The Brutones wende 
hit were hure kjmg, & siwede 
hym echon Ar. 

f 3 Heo 
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Heo were allc \>o so ' harde, and ))at folk slowe so fiute, 
)>at }>e emperour bi gan to fle mid js folk at the laste 
^ To spbippes, & into }>e see with wrecbede bed y now. 
Ac )>e luJ^uT Haym with ys folk toward ])e wode hjmi drowe« 
Aniirag hym sy wede, and ' to grounde euar slow^. 
Atte laste ys tricherie wel lutel he t by low;, 
liamptone. He ouer tok hym at an haiiene & slo; hym ry;^ J'erew 
Latd harm thei trichcrus ' so alle y serued were. 
I^e haucne \>ex he was y si iwe, aflur ^ Haym ys name y wys, 
Hamptone was y clepud, as he ^et y clepud ys. 
^For Sou]7hamptonc he ys y clepud , and wor)? eucrmo. 
In l^is maner ]>e Britones }?is lond ' wiste }h>. 
Claudius ]>e emperour nolde not jet bi leue. 
Eft sone he ' gan with ys ost into ]?is lond weuQ« 
Aruirag at Wynchestre with ys men was echon* 
With ys power ]>e emperour '° bisegede hym anoi|. 
Aruirag ^xey]>cde hym and ys folk a boute, 
And wende]? for]? to jeue hym batail with oute. 
]>o he com out ward with ys folk, \)e empefour with sCod» 
^.nd dredde of hys hardynesse^ & }>ou^ y t was not god> 



' Wel y hardied, ^r. *To 
his shipes in to the see with 
wrechede yoough. The luther 
Haym with othur folk to ward 
a wode hem drough Ar. ^Euere 
to grounde slough. And atte 
laste Jr. ♦By lough Jr. 
5 Alle so y serued Jr. ^ Haym 
ywis^ Haymtone was Jr. 



1 Southamtooe hit is eke y da. 
ped, Jr. *Kepte tlio jir. 
9 Com with his ost in to tlie 
lond weue Jr. *^ Byaette liem 
echon [/. anon.] Amir^gm 
araiede hym, and ordeynede 
his route, Wende forth to yeiio 
hem bataille that were witii 
oute. He com outward Ar^ 

To 
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^ 



To do hys lyf ' an auntre, and ys men al so. 

He Yougie te speke of a x^ord, jcf it nijjte be y do* 

To }>e kyng he senile word, ]nit be schulde hym ^be se 

And make a forme of a cord, as yt my^te best be. 

For when heo haddc al y fojte, & here lyf ' an auntre y do^ 

And here folk slawe on ey])er syde, & perauntre hem self also> 

Al for a Intel couelyse ♦ j^e bi jete war Jeanne lute, 

Beter y t were ' a cordy, and bi leue heore ^ prude. 

For he was so god ^ .knyjt, and also so noble kyng, 

Ufi ' beod foj to ^eue hym ys dojter in spousyng, 

pe nobles,te damesd ])at was in eny londe^ 

And to spouse ]>eemperoure's ' dorter yt nerhym noschondc, 

'° For wat he here ys truage, as ryjt " were, to Rome 

As " alle cipex kynges dude, and ys eldren y lome. 

J7e kyng for ys heye herte anon yt with seide : 

Ac.no]>eles ys conseil hym gan J^er to recjj^^ 

And saide, ]7at it was to hym gret prow and honour^ 

To be in such mariage alied to \>e emperour, 

\>o '* hexte prince of ]>e world, and \fo maide so noble al so^ 

And ]7at it '^ nere hym no schame, y^ truage to do 



' In auenture, and his men* 
nes also Ar, * By se Ar. ' In 
auenture Ar. 4 The by yete 
were thanoe lyte Ar, 5 To 
acordy Ar. ^ Pruyte Ar, f A 
knyght Ar, • Praide hym for 
to Ar, At beod rect^ te habet, 
idem nempe est aique offered. 
9 Doujhtar nere to hym no 
«honde, For thy that he here 
jir. ^ Ea condiiione {ait) ui 



imperio Romano subdiius esm 
set. Sic enim Galfridus Moo. 
" Mandabat igitur ei ^Arvi, 
<^ rago"] concordiamy daiurumm 
^ que promittebat setejiliam 
^ dtiant, ii tantummodo reg» 
^^ num Britannice sub Romom 
" napotestaie recognoscerei.** 
" Was Ar. »» The pro alle in 
Ar. n Heighest Ar. «4 Were 
Ar. 
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* )>rottcne ;er and an balf, and })at was longe y now. 

And Scynt Peter & Scynt Poule in hys * laRe ^er he slow;- 
Pawio Pe- He bi com ' sone J'er aflur pur gydi and wod : 
ii. ^ For he was in ys moder wembe^ as he vnderstod. 

lie jfo-^ie he wolde wyte, & se how * fair \>e chaumbre were, 

* War inne he was & kcnede, ar ys moder bym here. 
Ys moder he let quelle a non, forto se with inae 
How fair \fe inneward was^ )7at he kencde inne* 

JTo ys moder y slaw was, me blamcde bym }^er fore. 

And seyde, J7at heo bojte hyra derc, er he were y bore. 

^^ ^ ^e is hyt," quo]? he, ^' so strong, myd childe to be stoode? 

^^ Bi \>e fey, )>at ich owe Mahone, ]>e so]>e ich wol fonde. 

Hys ficicianes he ' clepede, and swor ys o)? anon, 

Bute faco maden hym with ^childe, he wolde hem sle ecbon« 

Heo bi speke hem * bi twene, and, pe de]? forto fle, 

]>e\ ^cuen hym a koynte drench, with childe fpr to be. 

Hys wombe bi gan to *^ grete, & eucr \fe lenger ]>e more. 

So " longe," }7at hym jKjjte strong, hys wombe ok wel sore* 

He clepcde ys fiscicianes, '* and swor grete a non, 

Bute heo made hym bere child, he wolde hem honge echoif« 



' Tiittene jtr. * Repone 
laste ex Ar. Nee est cur pu^ 
tesy lafle recic posse retineriy 
ut sententia siij eo annoj quo 
fuerit mortuus rclictus. SS, 
Vcirum atque Paulum occi^ 
disse . ' S une af te r^ ard pu y r 
Ar, 4 And hough he was in 
bis moder wombe be thoughte 
fc vndcrstood Ar. i Mury 
Ar. ^ What tlmt he was ynnc 



y kenned, er Ar. ? Ye, qaath 
he, is hit strong, with childe 
to be bystonde ? By the fey 
ich owe to my Godes, the sothe 
Ar. 'Clepede tho, mnd Arm 
9 Bitwyne than, deth Ar. 
•oGrety, Ar. '* Deesi Ar. 
'* And swor ills oth anon, 
Bute bii delyuerede hym anon, 
hii sboldc deye echon. Iiyi 
yef Ar. 
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' I'e ge^e hym an offer drenche, to habbe. child l^er^ 

So ]7at aite laste a sorj child he ber. 

^ For it alles com for)?, y t was a foul frogge. 

For gode me J^inke)? litel harm, )?ei jt hadde i be a dogge. 

jet y\s jredi wreche louede jfis foule best. 

As ' wommon de]> hire child ^ alle )nng mest. 

And ' let hym rere a noble court, with gret quoyntyse and gynne, 

At ]>e on ende of Rome, to norische )>e schrewe ione ; 

And clepude \>e court Laterane, aftur ]>e frogge y wys. 

For in )>e langage of Rome, rane a frogge ys. 

So ys ]mi stude y clepud now, & euer wor)> for jmi cas. 

Feble was )>e Godfadcr, aftur warn )>e name was. 

* }fe firste chirche fmi me lette in )m> lond rere, 

Seyq Jone's jfe Lateran me rerede ^\ipe )«re, 

yai stond jet, & heued chirche ^t of al Cristendom ys, 

Ac a beter chef J^er ys now, ))an \>e frogge was y wys. 

Sejipe jfe lul'er emperour hadde in his herte joie^ 

To })enche ^ on fnyr, ]mt was in )>e bataile of Troie, 

]h> me barnde grete townes & courtes day & nyjt, 

And J'ojte yt was mury joie, to se so fair alyjt. 



Comlraiti* 



'Hii Jr. >For tho hital 
forth com, hit was a wel foal 
frogge. His fisiciens hadde y 
holde hym wel in the gogge. 
Yat this gidy wreche Ar. < A 
woman doth Ar. ^Alther 
thynge Jr. s Let arere (omt#. 
90 hym) tfi Jr. 6 The ferste 
cherche me rerede there of al 

And of Seynt 



Johanes de Laterane thas the 
name com. Suthe the luthare 
Emperour Jr. 7 On fair filer, 
that brend the toon of Troye, 
When the grete toures brende 
ft courtes day and nyght, Hym 
thougfate hit was a mury game 
to se such a syght. The wood 
wretched. 
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N Sy^y^ wretche lette sette ]>e toun of Rome on foyfe. 
To habbe game of f^e ly^U N "v^hile yt roy^te duie. 
\>o wende for]? )>e loan folk, as heo nioste nede. 
And nolde no more suffre \>e schrewe among bem wede, 

• And slowe |>e schrewe in fyl dej> jnow, 

And fus hyra fel wreche of God for he )>e apostle slow;. 

V ASPASIAN )?e emperour aftur Nero com, 
\fat beter man was )>an he, & ' ne'' worrede no^t Cristendom. 
fe Giwes he worrede ♦ y now, & brojt hem ' first to nojti 
For as muche as )>e Iu)>er men oure Lord to de\> brojt. 
For he and Tytus ys sone of oure Lord vnderstode^ 
Fourti ^ex aftur Yai he dcide on ]>e rode, 
Oocbio Jo. * And wende to Jerusalem, and ]>at toun felde to finrounde. 
And slowe ? ]>e \upet Gywes al Jmt heo founde, 

* Bute a schipful J^cr of a scapcde, }7at were to fele y wys. 
War of com J?e lu)>er brod, JTat a mong men jct jrs. 

Ten • jer Vaspasian emperour was Jh), 
And Tytus ys sone aftur hym "** ten jer, aud no mo, 
Domician, Tytus bro]>er, emperour )>o was, 
Fiftene jer aftur hym. no more schrewe ]>er nas. 



■ Cite Jr. * He fleigh for 
fpre oat of toun, and hym self 
slough, And for he Pctur & 
Powel slough he hadde Ten. 
geance y nough Jr, i D'eest 
Ar» ^Stronge ynough Ar. 
5 Al to Ar. 6 Wonne the toun 



. of Jerusalem, and fulde hit 
doun to grounde, Ar. i There 
the Ar, • Som yut of hem a 
skapedc, & that was harm y 
wis, Ar. » Yer afterward Vas. 
pasian Ar. »« Two Ar. rede. 
Adeo ut teu reponcrem. 

Fqr 
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ii^or he * worrede Cristendom, as )>e lu)>er Nero, 
And let * martri Seyn Denys, & mony o|>cr al so. 

A, NERUA was ]h> empeiour a ^er, & sorndd more. • 
Trajan \ com aftur hymj mon of gret lore. Tr^a^mt, 

Nyentene ^er & an half eroperour he was, 
^ }>e noblest ]>at my^te, bote ]mt he Crbtene nas. 
So rj^tful he was, ]»t ^ )nm he hadde a dede hym self ydo^ 
]Mtt a ^eyn ^ ys lawes was» and ys sone al so, 
' For such dede a roan schulde, {^at )?is hadde y wro^f , 
Lese ys on eye, & he hym self ne sparede hym self nojt^ 
Bute let pulte out ys own eye, & ys spne*s al so. 
^ Wer fewe kynges '® me syj>, fat yt wolde do. 
jfer fore Seyn Gregori^ ]h> be o londe was. 
More )>an fyf hundred jer aftur {^is r3r^ul easy 
pat such a mon schulde in helle be, he carede ih hys }h)^, 
l^e soule " \>OTp Codecs grace out of hdle he brojte, 
And to yn body "* ys joyned, Sc yf hym Cristendoro, 
** War with, as he worj?! was, to blisse of Heuene ■♦ com. 



' Werrede Jr. * Martire 
Seynt Jr. $ Liiteram hane 
mqfusculam A rectinime omiU 
iii Jr. 4 Com tho after hym, 
a man Jr. $ Noble man for 
soth he was, but h»4r.^ Theigh 
pro )aa in Jr. i The lawe 
were, or his gone Jr. > For 



which dede a man sholde, for 
that he hadde y wrought, Cese 
eny of hys Ijrmes, hym self n« 
sparede he nought, Ac let Jr»^ 
9 Deett Jr. >• Me nough 
sikth Jr. "Thurgh Jr. "Hym 
Jr. "J Whar thurgh, as Jr. 
*4 He com Jr. 



Adrian 
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XjLDRIAN com ]h> next, and twenti ^er and on 

Aftur hym emperour be was, of Giwes ne louode he noik 

]« ' bora of Jerusalem he let somdel a * sejn" leie, 

J'at Vaspasian fclde adoun, }>o he slow ]>e Giwes fiere, 

Ac he nolde ' })e Giwes leue ^eue for m^ing, Jxat heo mjjte, 

\mi jfe moste of ]^ boru enes habbe a syjte. 

He dude hem schame y now, & temprede hem fulwel^ 

And mad ^ hem sone milde y now, ]h> hco were rebel. 

jTIlNTONIN was \)o emperour twenti j^er and (wo^ 
And aflur liym twci bre^reii in \>e emperie were j do^ 
Marcus & Aurelius, nycntene ^er heo were, 
Cristendam hi here day ^ me by gan faste leie. 
For ^ Eleutliere a god mon was \>o pope of Rome^ 
]>oT¥f warn first ^ Christenemen in to Engolond collie^ 
Ych wol sone telle bow, as ich vnderstonde, 
And telle aftur Yis emperoures of kynges of jns londe* 

Rcget. ^FIUR kyng Aniirag, of wam we habbe]? y told^ 
Marius, ys sone, was kyng, quoynte mon & boId« 
And ys soue was aftur hym, ' C!oil was ys name^ 
Bojfte it were quoynte men, & of noble fame. 



' Burgh Ar. ' Deest Ar. 
s The J ewes loue for no thyng, 
that hii myghte. That hii moste 
of the barghe ones haue Ar. 
4 Hem meok and mylde jnough, 
that erst were rebel Ar. f Me 



gan faste to lere Ar» 6 Elev. 
therie the good man JEr. vCiis. 
tendom Ar. * Kyng Coel was 
his name, A noble maa A 
queynte, and of good fiune^ 
Ar. 

And 
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And here truage dude to Rome, as hem ajte to do. 

For ]>et nas ' nower so noble prince^ ]Mtt ne dude * so. 

tiucye, Coile's sone, aftur hym kyng was. 

5 For, as me may }?e so)>c segge, by fore hym no be(er ims^ 

For he faerde ^ of telle of miracles, )mt tonie 

\>oryr Cristenemen al a boute, as wel as at Rome. 

He willede anon in hjrs herte to fongc Cristendom. 

Ycx fore ys messageres mid gode lettres he no'm, 

jmt to ]>e pope ^ Eleuchere hastilicbe heo weiide, 

^ ]?at he quik in to ys lond Cristendom hym sende, 

JKd ^ heo royjte serue Gody for he wilnede muohe )>er to. 

And he ne schulde not be glad, er ]>e dede were y do. 

* ]>o pope here of was glad^ & twei holy men hym sende, 

Fagan and * Dimian, hys soule for to amende 

'° l^at ry^t bi leue hym ta^te, and ^ef hym Cristendom. 

JK) folk ^ faste a boute wyde )>er to com. 

)>is was an hundred ^er, and sixti ^er and two, 

Aftur ])at God was ybore, ]fBi yts dede was y do. 

" l^us com lo into \fis lond first Cristcndam, 

Bute yt were any holi man» ]?at priueliche arst yt nom. 



Prima 
.ChrivtUni. 
tai Aii|Ue. 



' None Jr. * Also Jr. • To 
fere hjm in Eogelonde Cris. 
tendom noue oas Ar. ^ Ofte 
telle Ar. iEleutherie Ar. 
« And that Ar. lUe Ar. •The 
Ar. 9Daroian Ar. «oThc 
ryght bileue to teche, & yaf 
hym CriiteDdom. That folk 
faste a boate wide ther to com 
Ar. " Thus com lo Cristen. 



dom in to Bmtayne londe, But 
ther were erst some preueliche 
Cristendom hadde fonge. As 
at the place of Glastyngbury 
Joseph of Arimathie Lyuede 
ther in Criste's lay, with hjs 
companye. Ther were tho 
in Brutajme, false lawes to Icre, 
A,. 

fer 
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{wr were arst in Engelond, hor false lawes to ferey 
Ey;^ and tuenii chef stiides^ bischopriches as it 
And )^re architemplcs, as it were ' hext of ecboii^ 
London, and * Eiicrwik, and in Gloniorgan on* 

Ep'jcopft- jns gode kjng & his holi men leife felle hem alle pcre^ 

And eijte & tuenti bischopriches in here stiides lette reie. 

Archiepi- And )>e erchbischopriclies as ]>e })re architemplet werey 
As yt were of alle chef Cristcndom to lere. 
Alle \>o bischopriches vndcr Euerwik were ydo 
Yai ben bi Nor}) Ilomber^ as heo dtp Jet al so. 
London ' hadde \>o al {)is lond, f>at bi Nor)> Homber jb^ 
From Doiiere to Scueme, and al Cornewaile iwis. 
\>e })riddc erchbischopriche was at Carleon in Walis 
Yp Osk in Glomorgan, ac ]>c see a doune ys, 
Ac erides of olde walles )>er stonde)) jet * cacmc/' 
Under hym Walis ))ilke hadde, & al bi West Seueme* 
^ ))U8 com lo in to y\s lond first Cristendomi 
Ac |H>ru a Iu|>er emperour, \>Bt ])er aftur com, 
]>at het Dioclician, it was scy\>e i brojt to gronde, 
And 6 hej^enes y brogt ajeyn for to Seynt Austjm it vn bondc^ 



Iteditufl 

Increduli- 

latii. 



' Heyghest Jr. » Ebrack- 
nik, and thcr to Carlyon. The 
kyng and othur holy men de- 
stniydc hem alle y fere, And 
eighte and twenty bisshopes in 
hure stedc dude there, And 
thrc Krchcbifishopes ther the 
^rchetempleswere^utfr. 'Had- 



de that othur del, that a thb 
side Humber is, Frmm Doaert 
in to Cornewaille to the see 
yivis Ar. Adeo ut Soujr pro 
Nor^ reponi debeat. 4 DeeH 
in Ar, 5 Thus com in to this 
lond the lawe of Cristendom^ 
Ar, 6 Ilethenesie Ar. 



Lucie 
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Lucie l^ifl gode kyng, )mt {^us Cristene bi oom, 
Deide aboate four ^er aftur ys Cristendcim. 
At ' Gloucestre he deide| ac eir nadde he non, 
\fat a coredc al ]>\s lond^ and ys men echon. 

SOUER was empcrour {^ilke tyme at Rome, 

So Yat \>e ly)7inges sone to hym come, 

))at *)x> kyng of Breteyne with oute eyr was ded. 

Sone he JToru is c6urt \fer of nom ys red^ 

And wende hider hastUiche ' with power y now, 

And folk, }^t stode a 2^^ hym, faste to ^ronde he slow* 

A duk \per was of )ns lond, Fulgenoe was ys name, 

He stod a^ejm hym mid ys ost, & dude hym gret schame ; 

And, forto be ]« sikerore, he wende ^ to Scotlond, 

And made hym )>ere ' giet ost of folk of ])at lond, 

And wende oft vp hym, and slow and bamde fiiste. 

Ac euer hadde \)e emperour )>e maystre atte laste. 

* )>e emperour in ]>is lond weddede )k> a wyf, 

Yai was Fulgence*s ? sostre, )h> in al )>is strif. 

Bi hire he hadde a god sone, y clepud Basian ; 

An o)7er he hadde, y hote Gety Yat he at ' Rome biwan. 

)k> Fulgence 8ei)>, ]Mtt he ne myj^ a^ejm hym stonde^ 

To l^e * lond of Scicie he wende out of )?is londe. 



Impf^nilor- 
•poD-at to. 
wwma FuU 
gencU. 



' Gloocetre he was y buried, 
ac heir hadde he non, Machel 
sorwe to the lond, and to the 
men echon. Seuer was tho Em- 
^TourAr. * The Jr. «\Vith 
gtet power y nough. That 
folk Jr. 4 la to Jr. s A 

Vol. I. 



gret ost of landfolk of the 
londe, And wende out Tpon 
hym Jr. ^ Themperour here 
in this lond tho weddede a 
wife, Jr. 1 Suster in tins like 
strife Jr. ' Rome wan Jr. 
9 Contreie of Sithie Jr. 

Is 'And 
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' And a gret ost of Picars, M'has chenenlejn he was^ 

Of stronge men he gederede, to heipe bjrm in fns cam. 

jfohey mad bym a fayr ost of {^is bachelerie. 

He com a ^ejn in to )>is lond out of * Scicie* 

He by lay first Euerwik op )>e emperour faste* 
BeUum. So J^at f'c emperour bym jef batail at )>e laste* 

'Ac muche del of Yis lond to Fulgence toke. 

For ^ lie more of kynde yfas, & )« emperour for soke. 

Bataile )>ei sm} tc strong ynow, & mony slowe to ^rodde^ 

So ))at Fulgence ]7ere badde de)>eiswonde. 

Ac }>e emperour ' was y slawe, & y buried at Baerwjk* 

^ Ac Fnlgence deide se]?^, \>o he badde y ley sik. 
CoDtfDcio. )h> l^is men ^ere b >)>e ded, me moste habbe a kyng^^ 

Bi twcne \>o Romaynes & Yis lond \>et bi gan ]h> stryajrog. 

^ Get, le emperoure's soiie> ]>e Romaynes to kyng^ nome. 

For be was ' of fader and moder of )>e kynde of Rome. 

Ac ]^e Brutones of y\s lond nome Basian J^er to. 

For ys moder was of j^is lond, & ys vncle al so. 

* ]>o )>er were twei kynges J^us, ]>er nas not wd gret loae^. 

Ne myjte, ]>ei beo brej^rcn were, er \>o on were a bouc. 



' And of Pictcs gedered an 
ost, and hure chetientejn was, 
Staleworthe men and hardy, 
to helpe hym in this cas. Tho 
this ost y gadered was of yunge 
bachelrie, Ar. »Sithie. He 
byseged Euerwyk vpon them. 
|:erour faste Ar* ^ For pro ac 
f 11 Jr. 4 He of hure kynde 
was, Jr, i AVas er y slawe, 



Ar. 6 And Fulgence deyde 
afterward, tho he hadde loage 
be sik. Tho these mea Ar. 
1 Geth, themperoQre's jlr. 
^ Of the fader blod, d? of tlM 
kynde of Rome Ar. 9 Tlie^b 
they were bretheren beye, ther 
was nought gret loiie^ Ne they 
myghte reste haue^ ferte oa 
was a boue Ar. 

So 
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So ]mt eij^er ' yp o]>er werrede * faste, Beiiuia. 

And a batail strong y now smyten at ]>e laste. 

' And Basian and ys power slow ^ Get ys bro]>er» 

' And Basian bi leuedc kyng, for \et nas ]m> non o]»r. 

A STALEWOR)?E ^ong bacliiler in >b lond was )k>, 

^ Caraus was yclepud, jmi cou]>e of muche wo. 

For ]h> he hadde in wcrre y be, ? & do gret maislrie, 

' And hym self muche yfonded, he }H>U3te do tricherie. 

He wente and bed leue ]h> of ^ emperour of Rome, 

* To wyte J^e se a boute }>is lond fram stronge men \fat come. 

And bi het hym, |>at, ^^f }>er of wel auaonsed he were, 

To ^elde more god to Rome, jfem al Bretejme {^ider here. 

)h> }fe conseil of Rome y leuede ys faire bi best. 

And jmi he was strong mon, & of gret power with ]>e meste^ 

)>e emperour with god cartre, & mid ys owne '° eel, 

" Hym jef of )>e se a boute ]>e warde euer y del. 

I^is false mon wende '* )>o mid ys cartre a boute, 

And of " willesful men hym jederede a gret route. 

And bi het hem '^ god y now of purchas, J^at God hem sende^ 

And purueide'* hem gode schippes, & in to ]?e se wende. 



' Upon Ar, * Swithe faste, 
Jr. * So Bassiao Jr. 4 6eth 
Ar. ^ And so he was al one 
kyng, for ther was non other 
An * Karant doped he was, 
& conthe on muchel wo Jr. 
7Y do Ar. *And a sayd 
muche hjrm self, he thoughte 
in trecherie Ar. f To kepe 



the Brottysshe see fro strange 
men that come An ^^Sele, 
Ar. " Hym yaf the power of 
this lond to bym enery dele An 
'* Forth tho with his chartre 
Ar. >' £ael doynge men ga« 
derede An '^ Good An 'sHym 
An ' 



l2 



And 
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And won hem sone moche god mid streng]^ & quojmtisej 
And sv])]>e mid robbery, bute )>ei mjjtc * in" ojier wysc. 
*0f h^'s purchas so large he was to men jmt he londe^ 
Jmt he hadde a gret ost in a Intel stonde. 
\)e y les he robbcde in ^ see, & ))e hauenes * se]')^" a borte. 
^ So })at men of purchas come to hym so gret route, 
fat }x!r nas ' prince vn nejw |?at hym myjtc at roate. 
Ilys power wcx euer so, {mt eche lond hym gan doute« 
So )iat he spek mid hey men here of J^is lond. 
And bi het hem fairey now, & dude hem to TnderstoiKley 
)>at ^ef heo abowe to hym, and to here kyng fajm nomey 
J>at he^ wole al out hem brynge of f^ daunger of Rome, 
And 'deliuere }>is lond of Romaynes, & of stronge men echoo, 
)>at so fre lond as y\s nc schulde nower non. 
)>e lond hym made ]>o here kyng, for he was so quoynte man. 
And he bi gan to wcrre anon vp \fe kyng Basian, 
And eyj?cr ajeyn oJ>er geJercde ys ost faste, 
BeUam. So ]>at )>ei comen and smy ton a batail atte laste. 
■ Ac • Caraus of fclonye hym gan Tnderslonde, 
And )>()jte, )?at '° Plcars were of " strong londe. 



■ Omit fit Ar, * So large he 
was to hys men of thynges 
that hii founde, Ar. ' Dccnt 
in Ar, 4 Sic igitur ipso a. 
gente confluebaut ad ilium 
quicunqiie in aliena anhela* 
bant; ita ut in brevi tantum 
haberet exercitumy quanta 
nullus vicinus princeps resis- 
iere quivisset Galfr. Mon. 
5 Prince non that Ar. * Wolde 
hem brynge al out of ^r. 'De. 



lyuere out of this lond the 
Romeynes cchon : So freo a 
lend as this in the woride 
sholde be non. That folk hym 
made the hure kyng^ ,^, 
^ Quod cum impetrasset^ dimi* 
cavit confestim cum BasHamo 
Sf interfecit tum^ Sf gubema^ 
culum regni suscepit. Prodis 
derant enim Bastianum JPicH^ 
quo9 dux Fulgeniiusy ma» 

Ms 
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|>at ' were with Basian }^ kyng, )>at Fulgence * hider bro^te) 

\nii ' heo wolde li^tHche to hym turne ^ he Jxy^te. 

Mid bem be spek so quojntolicbe, & mede ' bi gan bede. 

So )mt J^e kyng Basian heo by traide in hjs nede. 

For |>o beo come to batail, beo turnede a ^^yn bym echon : 

• Heo nuste wich were ^ here frend, nc wych were ■ here fon. 

* Ac Basian and al ys folk eode a non to gronde. 

And be hym self and mony o}^er y slawe were in astonde* 

]>o was yis false '^ Caraus kyng of y\s lond herey 

" Unel it bi com hym of kynde (o ben of such power. 

|>o iyYmg com ]>o to Rome, {Mit he dude hem such schame, 

'* Heo nome a gret lordyng, Allect was ys name. 

And scnde hym in to }>is lond, & men mid bym ynowe. 

So )>at in batail J'is '< Caraus heo slowe. 

]h) )7i8 batail was y do, heo bi gonne areie 

Werre vp men of yis lond, for '^heo with Caraus were. 



iris sua f rater J in Britanniam 1 
conduxerai. Nam dum tibi 
auxiliari debuissentj promism 
sis Sf donariit Carausii cor^ 
rupti, in ipso prmlio diverie-^ 
runt se a Bassianoy if in camm 
militones suos irruerunt. 
Unde stupefacti ceteris cum 
ignorarent quis socius essetj 
quis hostisy ocius dUahuntur^ 
Sf victoria cessit Carausio. 
Qui ut triumphum habuitj 
dedii Pictis locum mansionis 
in Albania, ubi cum BritonU 
bus mixii per subsequens 



mvum permanserunt. Qalfr. 
Mod. 9 Carant of his felqnye 
gan hym Ar. '^The Pictes 
Ar- " Strange Ar. 

* Hiinrere Ar. ^HisUnele 
hroughte, Ar. 'Hii Ar. ^Hure 
thooghte. To h«m he tpak 
Ar. s B^gan hem heode, Ar, 
^lU Ar. 7 His Ar. •His 
An 9 And Ar. - Carant 
Ar. " Unele hy cam hym of 
kynde to haoe such power Ar. 
»Flii Ar. ^Carant hU Ar. 
>4 ii wi h Qafant Ar. 
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BeUmii. 



]fe Br^toitcs )h) of J'is lond, to schilde ' hem fifo MliBiiiey 
* Cheson hem anew ky ng, * Asclepiod was ys mune^ 
J^at was erl of Cornewail. he ^ gedere ys oat anoo 
To werre, & to stonde a ^eyn ]« ' Romayiies jm fiHi. 
He ? wende hym to Londone, as kyng Allect })0 




To honoure ^ here false Codes, as it fel )n> bi ^ctus*,. .. ^. 
* )jo J>is kyng ]nB vnder jet, |ial J>is folk jnis ttlmfclf*-^ 



* He bi leuede ys sacriflse, ScjuSolk with hym 
And wende out aj^eyn hem, & strong bataHe iM^ 
So moche folk \fer was y. shwe, \mi deol yt was to wyle. 
'® }>i8 Britones were so cgre, and wox euer so finte^ 
)Kit ^ )h) Romaynes and here kyng gonne fle alte laate* 
'* )jo Britones siwede aftur, as heo a^t do, ^ * 

And slowe mony )>ousant, and Allect \ft kyng at so* 
A " lordyng of ))e Romaynes, ]mt y hole was Galley 

Com & '^2^1^ ^y^ ^^ ^^^ ^y^gj & 7^ ™^ 1^ "wmt alle. 
)>e kyng hym nom to prison, to London he was jr brajt* 
fe kyng hym wolde jeae lyf, ac ys men nolde no^^ 
Ne suffre, )7at \>ex were '' o line en^ of here fon, 
Ac ladde hym in to London, & ys roei| echon^ 
To a rennyng water, J^at ^et ys ]fet y wene. 
And smyten of alle here hedes, to bryng hem out of 
\ft water I'er heo were y slawe roe clepode Galle biok^ 
AAur Galle J'ilke prince, ]mt ))er ys dep tok. 



' Hem self f ram Jr. > Chese 
Ar. s Asclepedot Ar, 4 Ga. 
derede Jr. s Romeynes, that 
were his fon Jr. * Wende 
thader sone anon, ther as 
Allect was, Jr. 7 His Jr, 



<Tho Allect this Tader yat 
-ir. 9 He by lefte ^r. >oT||cg^ 
Jr. "The Jr. »iTlie Jlr. 
« Lordlyng Jr. H f^^ Jr. 
«5 Alyae Jrw 
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^o vras Breteyn y\s lond of Romaynes alinest lere, 

■ Ac albysi were yt ten jcr, ar heo here ajeyn were. 

Asclepiod let hym ]x) crowne to kyng a iion, 

And kept a boute ten -^er Yis lond * wcl mid. 

Ac )7oru Romaynes, |nit ' here come, ]>at hef^ne were eclion, 

And ]7oru ^ o)>er, Cristendom was nei wat al agon. 

A WEI * emperoures • of Rome, Dyoclician, 
And an oJTer, ys felaw, {'at bet Maximian, 
^ Were boJ»e at on tyme, Jw on in J?e Est ende, 
' And ]>e o])er in \>e West, Crist^idom to schendc. 
For ]>c lu])er Maximian Westward hider sojte. 
And Cristenemen, )nit be fond, to strong dep be bro^te. 
Chircbes be fel al a doun, J^er ne moste non stonde. 
And al )>e bokes« )>at be my^te fynde in eny londe, 
He wolde Icte bem beme ecbon amid ]>e beye strete^ 
And * \fo Cristenemcn ^ alle sle, and none " o line lete. 
Se]>pe God was ** y bore, }>er nas for Cristendom 
In so Inie stoude y do so gret martirdom. 
For ]fer were in a mone]? sea^tene )>ousant and mo 
Y martired for oure Lorde's loue, ("nas not. here gret wo ?) 



' Unnethe was hit ten yer, 
that hii her a yen nere. As- 
cleopedot hym let the croiuiy 
kyng a non An * Pro wel mid 
legend, potius cum Ar* fram 
his fon. Id quod carminii 
raiio poitulat. 'Hider Ar. 
4 Othur mysbeleuede, Cristen- 
dom was al f on Ar. . s Vide 
Editionef^ ngetramvita ^JEl^ 
fredi Magni Spelmannianm^ 



p. 4. ^At Rome were, on 
Dioclician, Ar. "* And were 
bothe Ar. * The othur in the 
West of the worlde,al Cristen. 
dom to shepde Ar. 9 The Ar. 
'o A .h\^ Ar. "A lyue Ar» 
>* Y bore, ypon Cristendom 
Such perseeacion as tho was 
hadde ther be non Ar. >* Nas 
there a gret wq ? . An 
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ComUD- 
clui. 



With oute ' grete halwc, )Kit heo bulde longe in iowmtat. 
As SeyDt Cristyne & Seynt Fey, & al so Seynt Vincent ; 
* As Sebastian, & mony oj^r, as mc may in CUirchc irede^ 
And monyon turnedc a ^cyn to hef^ene for drede* 
Among alle ^e in \>is lond, )^t were monion 
Y martred as f'ilke tymcj Seynt Albon ivas on, 
> \mt was \>e firste martir, ]7at to Engolond come, 
Dere ha}', Lord ! mony a mon y bo^t Cristeadom^ 
Under y\s lupet ^emperoures )>er was a noble mon^ 
As of * beore liij^er lawes, \^i vnder hem muche woil. 
Constance was ys name, he conqucredc of Spayne 
^ truage, and of Fraunce, & sep\>e bere of Bretigrne. 



f^OLE was a noble mon, & ^ gret power badde on honde, 
Erl be was of Colcbestre bere in ]>is londe. 
And Colcbestre aftur ys name y clepud ys icb rnderstonde. 
Oure lord, among oper )>inges, bym sende a fair 8onde» 
^t ^ be badde an holy dorter al Colcbestre in f^is londe^ 
)mt Seynt Helene was y clepud, )«t ' )>o holy croys fonde. 



r 



* Ottiiire grete halwen, Ar. 
* Fabian and Sebastian, and 
othur, as men rede, that helde 
iaste in the fey, and hadde 
non drede. And, among men 
of these londe, there were ma- 
nyOQ I martred at thoike 
tjme, Jr. * He was the farste 



martir of Bnilayoe tkat com. 
Muche was the shame me dnde 
the to Cristendom. Under jtr, 
4 Emperour Jr» ^ Hare lathnr 
lawe, and ynder hjm mucbe 
wan Jr, 6 Muche Ar, Y He 
gat a fair doaghter at Coel. 
chestre Ar. * The Ar. 

Bi 
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Bi twene cure kjDg ' Asclepiod & }>i8 erl with oute faile 

* |>er wox gret worre, so jwit heo smjte bataile. Bdiua, 

And \fis erl Cole slow |>e kyog, & }>o be hadde ' |h> oaer bond, 

Kyng he let hym crowne ]h> of ^ al )>is lond. 

}7at folk was ]h> of )7is lond y payed wel ynow, 

\nii he hadde y wonne \>e kyndom, & ]>at be J'e o))er slow. 

]>e ty]7ing to Rome com, ' ]fai he y slawe was, 

)>at hem hadde y do schame, heo were glad of jmi cas. 

J'c noble prince ^ heo sende byder ]7c gode knyjt Constance, 

J^at whan hem al ]>e power of Spay ne & eke of France, 

' ]7at he scholde eke ]>is lond wynnc a ^^yn to Rome. 

So ]mt ]>is noble prince, and ys men hydcr come. 

' j>e kyng Cole yt vnder jet, he dradde in ys mod, 

For be was so noble * knyjt, \mi no mon hym with stod. 

To hym he sende of acord, jef it were is wille, 

l^at he wolde io Rome abowe^ & lete alle strif be stille. 

And J^ider berc ys truage, as o)?er dude bi fore, 

'° For wat he huld l>e kindaro, wen )>e truagc were ybore. 

Constance it grantede, and noro ys truage, 

" And nom also to be siker of hym god ostage, 

And grantede hym ])e kyndom and \e pes of Rome, 

And bi leuede in ))is lond '* to godere y some. 



CoocoidfaM 



' Astleopedot Ar. ^ Gan 
ther were a contek, so that hii 
smyte ane bataille Ar. ' The 
heygher Ar. 4 Al the Bm. 
tayne lood Ar. f The kyng 
a slawe was, Ar. ^ HLi Ar. 
'Ajid that^r. sTho Coel 
Ar. » Prince Ar. » And 
to kepe the kyncdoii, that hit 



nere forlore. Constancius 
grauntede this, & Ar. " And 
to be the sikerour, of hym toke 
good ostage, Ar. '* To ge* 
dere botho y come. Sone by 
fel afterward. That Coel 
kyugsiklay, Anddeide tone 
afterward with ynne a short 
day, Ar, 

A monej^ 
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A inone}> it ii^as )>er aflur, ]nit Cole sjk lay, 
And deide, as God wolde, with inne )>e ei^ti^ dajr. 
And o)>er eir nadde he non, bute Seynt Helene )hs gode^ 
Ys dojter, )?at sel>j>e fond )>e swete holy rode. 
HcISb'^ Constance, for hire eritage, )?is maide to wyuenom. 
And nom with ' hire so J?is lond, and Jns kyndoni. 
And let hyra * crowne kyng, & god kyng was and fyn. 
By hire he hadde a god sone, y clepu Constantyn. 
)jo Constance hadde y be ellene jer kyng y wys, 
He deide at • Euerwyk, and yburicd was J?cr and ys. 

C')NSTANTYN, is jongc sone, ycrowned was )x> kyng, 

Noble mon he bicom, & * wytly Jwrp alle J'ing. 

Kyng he was J^ritti ' ^[cr. he ladde )>is kyndom 

Ry^t nobliclie and swij^e wcl with quoyntyse and wyadom. 

A LUTHER emperour bi fore, )7at het Maximian, 
]7at was ^ yp Cristenemen (as we scide) so luJTer a man, 
A sone he hadde 7schrewe y now, Maxencius to DaniC9 
Hym me made emperour, mony mon to schame. 
He wes, as wcl as ys fader, gret schrewe y now. 
■ For in strong martirdom Seynt Katerya he slow. 



« Hure al this lond, Ar. 
* Croany to kyng, that good 
knyght was & fyn, Ar. ' E- 
hracwyk, and the? y buried 
ys. Constantyn Ar. 4 Wys 
thurgh Ar. s Yer of this 
kyngdom. And gouemede hit 
swythe wel with [queyntise & 



wysdom. The luthnr jfr. 
6 Upon Cristendom a swithe 
luthur man, Arm ^Sherewed 
ek, Maxent was his name, 
Hym he made Arm s Fq^ 
Katerync, and other mo, in 
stronge deth he slough. Much 
folk he dude shame, and tlie 

folk 
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And niony oj^er martir, and \mt folk of Rome al so 

He fondede to descrie, and mony schames do. 

So )mt \>e deserites in to jfis loud come 

To Constant jn, ]fe gode|kjng, for de faute from Rome. 

And he hem fairc ynder fong, so |nit mo and mo] 

her come for enlegeance to habbe of heore wo. 

So ]>at ' ]>ese deserites bt gonne al on bjm grede. 

^^ Sire^" heo seiden, '^ for Gode*s loue bryng ts of )^i8 

wrechede. 
^* Of ]>e kynde blod of emperie ]fet njs bi leued non, 
^^ * Ne)«t bi kynde were emperoar, non bate I'ou on. 
** How longe wolt yon suffre jfe schrewe^s out rage ? 
^ Go and wyn ]>{ kynde lond and J^n eritagc. 

]>ou schalt habbe ]^r help y now of ]fi kynde londe. 

Wei )>ou wost, ]7at ' lute while \>e schrewe \fe at stonde. 
Constantyn hym ynderstod of ys kynde londe. 
^ And god it were to habbe yis and )mt on honde. 
Muchc power of {^Is lond mid hym for]^ he nom. 
And aeYpe also of France, as he ])er for]^ com. 
And wende toward Rome to wynne ]>e emperie. 
To bryoge jfe schrewe adoun, fat dude }nit robberye. 
As he wende, he bi huld toward heuene an hey, viiio 

cnicifc 

And )h> yp in ))e firmament an angel be sey. 






folk of Rome also He fondede 
to disherite, and bryoge hem 
to wo. The disheritez of 
Rome to this londe come To 
Constantjrn,^ and bysonghte 
hym of hem to take gome. 



'The disherites gonne on 
hym to grede An ^That 
sholde be kynde emperonr, 
non bat thoagh al on jfr, 
'Lytel while they shalleth 
the withstonde An 4 And 



And he hem An A that hit were good to haae An 

fat 
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\fat huld a crojs, and }^r on y write was lo ! {uS} 

*^ ' Costantjnc |>or; ]>\8 signe |>ott schalt be niaialer 

Coostantyne \f\s vaderstod, he)?ene l^ai he were. 

A croLs, in stude of ys baner, * ys men bi fore hym beie. 

Mazeocius )>o he wiste him come, he badde of hym gret 

doute. 
He let at Rome a strong dich make al a boute 
And dep ajien Constantyne, and a ;eya al ys route 
Forto holde hem )>er ]>or{x wan heo come with oute. 
As he was a boute ]>\s dich, he ne ^an not muche Wynne. 
For he fel al amidde, and dreynt bym ]?er inne. 
)K>ru )>e yertu of the crois he was sone ouercome. 
And Costantyn badde al so sone ]>c toun ynome, 
^ Costantyn ne com nower in batail non, 
\fai he nadde )H>r2 \>c crois ^e maistri of fon. 
So )mt he bym vnderstod ^ of )>e beste won, 
BapUza- And of Seynt Siluestre he pope bym let baptize anon. 

do Con- 

•tantiiii. And be was (as yt is y write) pur mesel )h), 

And he bi com in bys baptizing bol of ys wo. 
Seynt Siluestre was pope Jto, and )>e first J^at \>eT com 
Of alle popes ]mi deide with oute martirdom. 
For \>et nas non by fore him ]7at he martired nas 
Of \>e luther emperourcsi for eche he)>ene was. 
Leracib A chirche of Seynt Jon ]>e baptist Constantyn let rere, 
mm. And clepude yt ' Costantiniane, for be was ybaptized pere. 



' Constantyn Ar. Sf sic tn. 
fra. * Tofore hym he let rere 
Ar. ' Constantyn ther after- 



ward com in bataille non ^r. 
4 What best was to don, 
Ar. i Constantiniiine, ^r. 

• Of 
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' Of Seynt Petur & of Poule an o]>er he rercde al so. 

And in strong * mastlyng be ha)^ )wr inne hoj^ beore bones 

ydo. 
Of seynt Laurence be rerde ano]7er, of seynt Anneis eke on. 
And of o]>er Seyntes ]fat jet stonde)> be lerede eke monion. 
)k> sende he Seynt Elene ys moder, ^ ]7at wys was y kud^ 
To Jerusalem to seche ]>e croys9 |nit J^ere was y bud. 
So \fai it was )»r y founde * fe by gyng of ]>e May^ 
As -^6 babbe]? ofle yberd, ]>e holy rode day. 
Costantyta lette also in Jerusalem chirches rere, 
And ' wyde aboute elles wer, Cristendom to lere. 
So ]mt jfovvL Grode's grace so noble mon he was, 
]>at ]fef nas prince in al }^ world, ]^t vnder ys power nas« 
I're ynclen ys moder hadde, jmi on battc HonyUi 
And Trabeo ]h> opet hette^ and ]>e )rridde Maryn. 
Alle J're Costantyn nom with hym to Rome, 
And grete lordes \wtvL bym alle Jnre )'er bi come. 

j^N erl ])et was in )^is lond, Oetaui was ys name : 
Romayncs, JKit^herebileuede, be dude ofte schame, 
And slow hem fiute her & jfevy ^ |mt me scbulde uewe y se^ 
}fe Brutones bym crownede )h> beore kyng for to be. 
' ]>\a word com to Constantyn, be {nm^te was to done : 
Traben, ys moder yncle, byder be sende sone. 



' To pro of in Jr. * Mast- 

lyng be let hare bones do Ar, 
' That wys womman was 
kad, An 4 In the gynaynge 
•f May, Ar. sWende a 



boute Ar. * Were byleued, 
Ar. 7 That few me myghte 
y se Ar% * Whan this word 
cam to Constantyn, he oaite 
what best to done : Ar. 

With 
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With gret poi?er ynow, to i?ynne J>i8 kyrdom. 
At an hauene bi Sou|« ))is ' folk o londe com. 
jfe kjng was of hem ywar, ajeyn * hem he sette. 
Bi side Winchestre iu a feld to gedere heo hem mette. 

BeUm. Batail heo smyten }wr, & to gronde slowe faste. 
So ]fsA Octaui oure kyng aboue was * Ite laste. 
And Trahen, & muche of hys folk, y wonded ney to dej^e, 
^ Flowe to se to heore fchippes, and of scapede Tniie]«. 
To Scotlond heo wcnde bi water, & ))er J'ei gonne ariue. 
And gederede )>er ' al new ost a^eyn \>e kyng bi liue^ 
And robbede faste and bamde al ])e contrei a boute. 
Oure kyng wendc j^iderward fiiste mid ys route. 

Beiiom. In Westmerlond )?ei mette hem, and gonne fijte biliue^ 
Ac oure kyng Octaui of scapede vnne)>e^ o Hue, 
He of scapede ^ in tor Norwei, to wynne hym help faale. 
^ was Trahen * al a lord, \>e wyle yt wolde laste. 
' Ac as he out of Louden wente in a tyde, 
A gret erl hym kepte )>er in a wode syde, 
With an hundred knyjtes y armed wel ynow. 
J?is prince al vn ywar toward hem drow* 
Heo comen ajcyn'hym vn war, & slowe "hym al for no^t. 
}>is tyj^in; was ouer seio}>e kyng sone y bro^t. 
He com hyder sone a jeyn joyful y now, 
And " ]h) Romayncs, ]>at he fond, to gronde faste he slow. 



I Folk to ionde Jr. * Hem 
sone he sette Ar, < Atte An 
4 Hii flough faste to hure 
shipes, and a scapede Tnnethc 
Ar. sA newe ost a yenst 



the kyng as blyue, Ar. 6 \ 

lyue Ar. i L. into cum Ar. 

* As lord, Ar. 9 Hem Ar. 

10 Hem for nought Ar. 
" Tl:e Ar. 
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]>o gederedc be so gret ' tresour, and al so so gret route^ 

And so gret power, )>at he nadde of no prince in ])e world donte. 

For )?er nas prince non ]>at h jm dorste arere strif. 

SoJ^at he huld \>o pis lond in pes al is Ijf. 

He ^ ascode at ys conseileres, l^o he to elde com, 

How be myjte best do mid ' ))is kyndom, 

For he nadde bote a dorter ho mygte ys eir be ? 

Some of ys conselers hym gonne ))us bi se, 

J^at he schulde nyroe ys neuew, ]7at ^ batte Conan, 

And crowne hym kyng of )>is lond, for J^at he was ' man, 

And lete ys dorter ^spousi mid ricbesse y now 

To an oJTer prince elles ware, as ys ^ herlo to drow. 

* Oj^er radde, pat he schulde al myd jfe kyndome 

Late ys dojiter spousi to an hey prince of Rome, ^ 

And |>enne, for • jfd' aliance pat were hem '° by twene, 

Heo myjt )7is lond al in pes holde with oute tene. 

So ]>ai ]?er was among hem gret strif for )7is dede. 

Cradok erl of Cornewaile " by a vys seide, 

pat a senatour of Rome, y bote Maximian, 

Was of pe kynde of }7is lond, a svrype noble man. 

For he was Leoline^s sone, j^at '* Elene vncle was 

pe gode Costantyne*s moder, *' for non beter nas. 



' Ost, and so gret Ar, 
* Axede Ar. i His Ar. 
4 Was bote Ar. s A Man, 
Ar, 6 Be y wedded with 
rychesse Ar. 7 Herte drough 



he sholde with the kyngdome 
Lete his doughtur be y spou« 
sed Ar. 9 Deest Ar. » So 
by twene, Hii Ar. " His a 
vys he sede Ar. " He- 



Ar. • A nothur radde, that | ieyae's An '^ That non Ar. 



And 
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And wan he was a prince of Rome, ^ be weie Ae (er ia 

Kjng * eke^ her of l^is lond^ %wipe irel jt were y do. 

Siker me m jjte )^enne be, to habbe here pab god } 

For he was y bore at Rome, & of* )ris Ioiide*s blod« 

And for be was of ]7is kynge^s kynde^ )nt of )« lond mm^ 

\fe beter pays )>er scholde be for the rijtfhl cat. 

Conan, ]>e kjnge^s neuew, Jto be horde J^ts, 

* Was wro)>, and destourbede al ]>e court y wya. 

And na]^es Cfadok hym held al euene and stille^ 

And \>e kyng stilleliche brojte al to hys wille. 

To Rome he sende Morice, \mi ys owne sone was, 

l^ryueliche to Maximian, to telle hym of }n8 cos. 

)7er was ]fo stryf at Rome bi twene ]>b Maximian, 

And )k> emperour, Jmt was ]fo, \mi hatte Gracian. 

)k> Morice J^ider com^ and faire was vnderfongei 

And herde )ns contek, Jmt ilaste longe. 

To ))is senatonr he seide, ** Sire Maximian, 

** * Whi art )h)u so sore a drad of )>is Gracian, 

u 4 ^en \h}vl mijt of hym god wei alto \An wille ywet 

^' For com with me to Bretayne, & ^u schalt )«re kyng be* 

*^ For }^ kyng ' now in elde na)> non eyr y wys 

** Kyndc, bote ys dorter one, jmt hym fol lef ys. 



■ Deest Ar. * Wex wto>, 
Ar. ' Ut quid Graiianum iu 
met, Maximianey cum tibipa- 
teai vioy qua ei imperium en- 
perepoteris ? Galfridus Men. 
4 Thugh myght of hym haue 



al thi wille, & thvgh koiine 
the by Be. Com with me jir. 
s Nongh is old, & ne hath 
non heir y wys, Bat a donghK 
tur that is yong, that hym 1^ 
is, Ar. 

And 
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** And he ha)? god wille to fw^ ' as me dej' hym to ynderstonde, 

*' jmt }k}U, hire spoosedest. for ]x)u art of ]« kynde of the londe. 

*^ And such my^t, iftran jt so ys, )h)u mjp, )^ )H)ru a fonge, 

^^ )«t ]7ou my^t perauntre * Rome wynne ar come ojt lonje. 

^* For )7i gode cosyn Costantyn Rome wan al so, 

<^ And mony opex of our kynges in ))is maner come j^er to. 

\>o yis Maximian vnderstod al )>is, 

He dude bym sone hyderward mid ^let power y wis. 

He ariuede at Sou]^ hampton, as * ]h> wynd hym had y lad. 

)h> our kyng berde her of, he was somdd a drad, 

Leste he hadde for vnel y come. ^ Ac J'e he wiste wad he was. 

He ynder feng hym fayr y now, & conseilede of * ]>e cas, 

Some seyde, ^ ]mi hym wer beter take ys neuew Conan 

1^ kyndom of |>is lond, and some ' Maximian, 

And some, an hey mon of ]7is loud \fai he ys dorter toke, 

And ys kyndom mid hire, for he yt wolde best loke. 

Ac ys hext conseil na]^es, that he mest ynder stod» 

Radde hym to Maximian, * for he was of so hey blod, 

Of ]>e gode queue Elene, Scot ^ noble Costantyn, 

(J^at was kyng here of ]7is lond, & emperour attc fyn,) 



' At he is Tnderstonde, 
To wedde to the, by cause 
thugh ert of kynde of this 
londe. And such power whan 
hit is so though myght ther 
thorgh aTonge, jtr. *Be 
lord of Rome er longe Ar. 
sThe Ar. 4 And tho he 
wiste hough hit was, Ar. 

Vol. I. 



5 This cas Ar. ^fietere 
hit were to take Ar. 7 To 
Maximian, And some othur 
lordes of this londe that hys 
dooghtur toke, And the kyng. 
dom with hare, that hit 
couthe best loke Ar, * That 
was of heygh biod, And of 
the good Ar. 

M ' And 
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■ And of ]>e kynge** blod Cole kyng of )rii lood he com, 
]mt god yt were to al }^ lond to take hym )« kinddm. 
])e kyng and ys meste men hulde al ^is wisdom. 
So )«t ]>e kynge*s dorter mid ]fiE lond be nom. 
Ac Conan, \>t kynge's neuew, ne likede sot pm gfame. 
* He garkrde power a jeyn Iiym to byni alle •chmme. 
Ac ys power ' lute was. for ^ kyng was ever aboue. 
So JTat atte laste ]>ei were y brojt ^ in lone 
Bi Gracianc's dai \>e emperour. ))is was, as icb wene, 
^ A boute \>e ^er of grace CCC. & LX. ft seuentene. 
Witliinne fyf-^er aftur |>is kyng so pront bi oom. 
For ]>c grete tresour nameliche \mi he aUay nom, . 
}^t he ^ uas not eiie y paid to habbe J^is kyndooit 
Bute he hadde France al so with streng]ie wy]> oate dom. 
He nom with hym of ^ hys lond gret power y now. 
And to \fe lond, ]>3i was yclepud ' Armore, he dnnw, 
)mt Breteyn ys now yclepud , as he it ^ nempde )k>. 
Fyfteiie )>ousant '^ hors y wrye ^r were ajfyn hym, & mo. 
BeUuBi. Of jfe lond of France, and of <^>er londes bi syde. 
)7er heo smyte a batail, ))at cow]' was fulwyde. 
^t was pe " duk of France y slaw, and al is folk ney. 
\fo ]>e kyng Maximian jfis grete slajt y sei, 



' i^ ad of kynge's blood 
Cocl of this londe coiD) jtr. 
* He ordeyned with his pow. 
er to do hem alle shame Ar, 
•Litel Jr. ♦To loue Jr. 
5 In the yer of oore Lord 
Crist thre hundred & seuen* 



tene, (sine k LX.) Ar. mitm 
recte. ^Was nought oiilleh 
a paid to haue the kyI^o■^ 
Jr. 7 This Jr. • Armoiika, 
Jr. 9 Clapede Jr. «> Hors 
y heled there were Arm " 
Kyng Jr. 

He 
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He was glad, for be wiste wel to wyntae \>o al ys ville. 
Coiiao, ' \fe quene cosyn, he clepude out ]h> stille. 
He bi gan som del to ^ lihe. ^^ We habbe)> now/' he seyde^ 
'^ Y wonne an endc of Fnuice, of ]fe o}ier nys no drede. 
*^ J^ei ich be kyng of Breteyne, )>at was )>in ' yncle lond, 
^* Ne be )>ou not sori ))er fore, for ich wol habbe more an bond. 
*^ Ych wol make ]7e of \>ib lond kyng, jnm schalt yse, 
^' ^ And )>is lond achat be )>yn, and ]« o]>er Breteyn be. 
'^ For honour of Breteyne, to warn ]H>a haddest kynde, 
'^ )?e o]>er Breteyne yt schal bote, as to habbe of ]>e mynde. 
** Deliuere we schni yt of )>ts folk, pat ' hire inne ys, 
•* And of folk fulle it fol of • onre kynde y wys. 
Conan bowede a doun to bym, & \>onkede hym ^ faste. 
And bi bet to serue hym trewliche, \m while ys lyf laste. 
Heo wende a bontc in al ]fe lond, & heye townes nome. 
And al ]fe men, ]mi heo fonde, beo slow euer as heo come, 
And let }k; wimmen go aline ; & \fo heo hadde al * an honde. 
^ And hadde y slawe al clene a bonte )mt folk of |>e londe. 



^^ 



* The qaene's cosyn, he 
let tho clepe hym tille. And 
thus ke began to speke to 
hym. We haueth nough, he 
Bedcp Wonne that on ende 
Jr. ^ Id €iiy to laugh. Sic 
€itm Galfr.Mon. ^^Foeaviier* 
^^ go Cananum ud se extra iur^ 
^< OTOf, ^pauiisper subridenr 
*' mii: Ecceunumexpoiionbus 
*^ regnis Gtdlim tuijugaoimus, 
^' €cee ip$m ad cetera habere 
^^potsumui.S^c. 'UBc1e*»^r. 



4 And this, in mynde of that 
othur, the lasse Brutayne shal 
be* In honour of the more 
Brotayne, to what thagh 

■ 

haddest kende, The lasse 
Brutayne this shal be, to haue 
the more in myeiide Ar, 
sTher Jr. ^Thyne kynde 
Jr. 1 Ful faste, Jr. » On 
Jr. 9 And hadde delyuered 
al a boute clene that folk of 
, londe Jr, 
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In eche stude beo sette \fert strong wamestaro and god 
Of folk of ]7i8 lond ' here, and of here owne blod. 
"pe kyng an hundred Jninsant * men in )ns lond feCte, 

* And )>ritti ]H>usant knyjtes ^ here wardeynes he aette. 
And dclde among hem al pe lond, & ^ef eclie dinene ]HDg, 
And made Conan of hem alle, & of al }w lond kjng. 

' And )>us vas Breteyne y wonne ))oru onre ^ prince hese^ 
And aflur jfis lond Bretayn iclepud in )^is maner. 
Maxim ian i^ende ' for)> }H>rw ys grtte maistrie. 
And wan with s(rcng]>e al France, and 8^]» Nonnondie. 

* For be jef cch mon, {'at to hym com, his pnrchas in echr 

londe. 
So muche power fel hym to, )>at no]7ing mygt hym at stonde. 
And Gracian ])c emperour at Rome * se)i]>e be slowj;', 
phi for hys hardy dedes of hym me dradde ynow^« 
Ac |H>ni ]>e emperour, {'at Bep\)e com, y bote Theodose, 
Maximian was sel'I'e y slaw, '^ magrei ys nose. 
And so pe schrewe robboures hadde here wilk at stande. 
And cheui in here robberi, attc laste it go)> to grondc. 



■ Here of hure Ar. * Men 
of this loode let fette, Ar. 
^Prmtereaxxx, milia miliium^ 
qui ipso$ infra patriamy qua 
tnansuri erant^ ah hostili ir. 
ruptione tuerentur. Galfr. 
Mod. ^ Hure Ar, s Thus Mas 
litle Brutayne Ar. ^ Princes 
Ar. 7Thoforth^r. « He yaf 
ech man that to hym torn of 
purchas of his londo. So 
muche people drough to hym, 



myghte hym no mma wiA- 
stonde Ar. 'Snth lie dode 
to dethe. And his brothar 
Valentinian a scapede a lyae 
ruQethe. Ac thai^ an em- 
perour Ar» '^ Maagre al 
kis nose. But erst these sher* 
rewe robboures hadde hure 
wiile a stounde, And tnth for 
hure roborie hii were j 
brought to grounde, )e Bni^ 
tones Ar. 
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\>e Britones, {^at Maximian of J^is lend bro^ \h}, 

* In ]>e lasse Breteyn bi leue]? ^et, and schul euer mo. 

And so l^ilke Brutayne of }>is lond com 

More )H)ra strengl^e, as jc ysej^, }win }?oru ryjt dona. 

Of * )>e lasse Bretay n Conan ]>at was |>us kyng, 

Among hem nolde of ^ |>ilke lond habbe no royngyng, 

Ne children of ^ilke kynde, ]>er fore he lette sende 

^ To hye men of ]^\s lond aboute in eche ende, 

' J^at of hye menne do^tren maydcnes me nome 

^ £llene }H)usant at \fe leste, & to hym phi hco come ; 

And of ^ simpler maydenes an sixti }iousant gode, 

]>at hco mi^ * make here kynde al dene of heore blode. 

' )?is maidenes wer y gedered, and '^ to London y come. 

Mony were glade jfer of, and " ful sori some 

]>ai heo schuld of lond wende, & neuer eft here frendes se, 

And somme to lese here maidenhed| wyuea for to be. 



' Byleuede in Brutayne, 
that Conan com tha9 thef tO| 
That Armorike erst claped 
vras, & to newe name thus 
com By conqueste, as who 
seith, more than thurgh Ar, 
*Cumque sibicesiisset vicioriOf 
voluU commilitonibus suis eofu 
juges darcy ut ex ei$ noicerenm 
tur heredes, qui terram Mam 
perpetuo possiderent ; 4r ^^ 
nullam commixtionem cum 
GaUUfaceren^f decrevii ut ex 
Britannia insula muUera veni- 
rentf juof ^ti$ maritarcntur. 



S^e. Galfr. Mon. ^ That lond 
Jr. 4 To the heigh Jr. s 
That heighe mennes doughtren 
maydens me nome Enleuen 
thousend atte leste, Ar, ^ xi. m I. 
maf denes fre. lx. mI. madenes 
thewe Ar. in marg, ? Simple 
menne dougl^tren sixt} ^r, 
* Fulle that lond al clene ^r. 
9 These Ar. ^To shipe hii 
come Ar. " Wei sory some, 
Some for hii sholde of londe 

■ 

wende here frendes nenere to 
se, Ar. 
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Jh) Jwi were in \fo schippes y do, & in * }« fer iftere, 

* So gret tempest )>er com, ' ]nit drof hem here ft J^ere^ 

So )7at ]fe meste del a dreynt wore in )h$ se, 

And to o]>er londes some y driue, and ne come ner aje. 

A kyng ]>eT was of Hongri, Guayn was y% name. 

And Melga, kyng of Picardye, J»at conjjc ynow of schamr, 

\fc watcres for to lokc a boutc ^ sc heo were, 

A com pan ie of ^is maydcncs so )>at iieo meite ))ere. 

To here foly he wolde hem nimc and bor mea al ao, 

Ac \*e maydcncs wolde ra}vr dye, \mn a cente ))er to. 

]>o wendc for]? fe lii)H;r men, & the maydencs slow echon, 

So ]mt to ]« lasse Brctoyne ^r ne com aliuq non. 

\JF ]>e wo, Y^i ]>er ha}> in Engelond y be, 

fK)ra eropcroures of Rome, here ^c niowc y se. 

Jn dper mancre \nit Scottcs & ^ Picars, as ich seide, 

Habbe]? y worred ]>is lond, ich wol telle }fe dedc. 

Guain )7e kyng of Ilongri, and )% kyng of Picaidie» 

Jm> heo hadde, as ych haue y seit, mid so gret vilenie 

Y slawe of )>is maydenes ]>at swcte companici 

Bi \H}u^it to do y\s lond more tricherie. 

Ueo vnderstode, ]>at j^is lond ymad was al dene 

' Of god folk )H)ru Maximbn and Conan * as" at ene. 

And ]7at heo my^te \>h lond al for no^t wynne, 

Heo gederede folk faste, ]>e werre to bi gynne. 



'Ltge poiius^ cum Ar, ^e 
see fcr were, «A gret Ar. 
> Aad blew hem Ar. Pictes 



Ar. 5 Of people thug^ Jt* 
« lh€9t Ar. 



To 
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To \>e se heo seiide mid heore folk, )>at heo hadde on honde, 

And come, as hem leuest was, first in to Scotlondc. 

Toward })is lond heo bi goiine forto robby faste, 

jmt folk to sle, and townes and castles adoun caste* 

])c simple men, }mt heore were, here red )>er of nomc, 

And sende aftur more help to }>e emperour of Rome* 

A duk, ]mt ' het Gracian, from Rome roe sendey 

{'at mid grct power to \nn lond hyder wende. 

}>o lond folk, po he hyder com, turnede to hym faste. 

So ))at l^r was slaw^t gret, |>c wyle it wolde laste. 

And J^is kyng of Picardyo^ and al so hys felawe, 

Wer of come attc laste^ ]mt heo nuste wyder to drawe. 

Vilicbe ]fei were & mid %ixeng]>e ydryuc into Yrlondc. 

]>o hadde Gracian {^is lond al clanliche on honde, 

* He let hym ]h) crowne kyng, and \k> he alord was, 

No more schrewe, jnti he bi com, ych wene non nas. 

3 {>at lond folk eode for)>, and to gedere drowe, 

And, ar be dude to muche wo, \>o foule schrewe slpwe* 

pat }>o kyng was y slawe, it was sone cou]> 

In eche half from lond to lond, bo}>e Nor)^ & Sou)?, 

So pat It to ]pe kyngfs come, ^t wende in to Yrlond. 

^ Heo porueide ]mt heo haddo folk y now on hondc 

Of Norwei> and of Dcncmark, and al so of Scotlonde, 

And barnde and to gronde slowe faste in pi% londe. 



' Height Gracian, Mazu 
mian hider sende. With two 
legiones of men hiderward 
he wende. The landfolk Ar. 
>And let hym self crouny 
kyng, % tho he al lord was, Ar^ 



iTKie landfolk so hit sey 
this, to gedre iisste hem 
drQugliv Jr. ♦ Hii paroejede 
hem^ that hii hadde sone pow« 
er an hoade Ar^ 

M 4 So 
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So }>at )>e folk of ]>is lond al clene was oaercome. 

' For )7e kjmg bad arst of )>it lond )« kn jpa wo clone y nome. 

Efl Bone bco sende jet to Roniei wepyng fill sore^ 

\mi heo schulde in bere vro jet bem bdpe more. 

And* bem wolde obligi, and sikemesse finde gode. 

To bere bem dene bere tniage, vryle pe world stode. 

Eft 8one jet )k> Romaynes power bjder sende^ 

Knyjtes and ojfet werroure, }>at to ]7is lond wende. 

And in ]>e Son)^ balf ariuede of J^is lond ber. 

Heo gadered folk ynow, }>at beo badde gret power. 

And wcnde faste vp bere fon, pat ne royjtbem nojt at sfonde. 

For some were y slawe sone, and some flow oat of londe. 

po ' ph lordes of Rome al here wille badde, 

Heo nomcn bere conseil, & pe folk of ph lond radde^ 

t'at heo bi twene ^is lond & Scotland scbnlde a wal rere. 

Strong and bcyj on ecbe syde^ ]^r no water nere. 

From )»t on se to pat o}«r, )>at were bem bi twene^ 

To lette bem wen beo come, & to saue bem fro tene. 

^ For Scotlond ba]? euer y be a Iu]^r recet y lome. 

Wan ]^r any werrours toward )>is lond come. 

J'e Romaynes seidc eke, )7at beo nolde in nomaner so wende 

Out of beore lond biderward, ne heore power so sende ; 

Ne to rokke bem so in pe se, ne beore lyf * an auntre do. 

Bote wite beore lond at home, and heore god al so : 



' For Mazimian hadde 
out before al clene the 
knyghtes y nome Ar. *Hii 
hem oblege wolde, and Ar. 
^ These lordlynges Ar. 4 For 
Scotlond haneth for vs y 



be luther recet y lome. And 
euere enemys to this load, & 
wolde neuere be some. jir. 
5 In a Tenture do, Ac witye 
hure owene lond at hon^ and 
hare good also; For Idi no 

moia 
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Ac ;e schulde of oare ^oiige folke tecbe for te fy^te^ 

For heo ne more in )>i8 lond nolde come, ne my^tc. 

\mt folk }h> of y\s lond, ]h> heo nuste non oj^r red, 

Bi gonne to rere \>e stronge wal, as hem was y seyd. 

A rerde he was strong ynow, as |>e stude is ^et sene. 

Muche me moste swynke er, and ther abonte spene. 

JH} ]>e wal wes jare y mad, a conseil heo nome, 

|)at al ))e ' conseil of ]7is lond schulde to London come. 

\)o heo were alle * ycome wisliche for to rede, 

]>e bischop of London in Yis maner hem seyde : 

*' Mi leue frende, to telle ;ou, as Yib heye men me bede, 

*^ Beter wille ich habbe to wepe, ]>an to do oYex dede. 

^' ' For pite yt ys of )>is lond, & of oure ^ wrecched hede^ 

^^ Aftar J^at Bfaximian our ' fol gan awei lede, 

'* Al our kny^tes, and swaynes, and al oure jong hede, 

** And ^ astored |>er with o)>er lond, alas ! jmi deolful dede ! 

^< For je ben men beter y ta^t to schouele and to spade, 

'^ To cartestaf and to plowstaf, and a fischyng to wade, 

** To hamer and io nedle, and to marchandise al so ; 

^' pan 7 with swerd or * hauberk eny batail to do. 



more in this lond wolde come 
ne myghte, And that hli sholde 
hare yong folk teche forto 
fyghte. That folk Ar. 

' Crete pro conseil in Ar. 
* Thuder y come wisliche to 
rede, Therehebisshop Gwi. 
thelyn of London thus sedei 
Ar. ' Miieret enim me orpha* 
nitatis 4r debiliiaiigy qum vobii 
occettitypoitquamMaximianui 



regnum ittud omni militia om^ 
nique Juventute spoliavit. SfC, 
Galfr.Mon, 4Wrecchede, Af. 
ter that Ar. sFolk Ar. 
6 Othar londes storede ther 
with, alas! the deolful Ar. 
1 With sper or with swerd 
bataille for to do. Whan your 
enemyes comedi yow to, ye ne 
kuoneth bate fle. As shep by« 
fore wolnes. Ar. ^ Id esi^ 

. . haber. 
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'^ For wen oure (on to ow come]?, je ne konne nogt bote fle, 

^* As 8chep to fore ivolues : (how myjte more wo be I) 

^< And )?c se bi set ow al ' a boute, bote twei wcgrea je mowe 

]>enche, 
^* 0]x*r ligge a doun and be slawe^ o))er fle and dreoche* 
<< * Wor ]>ere ' any hope of ow, bote clanliche al jmi lood^ 
'^ Al Ye help and lokjng, ys in o]>er monne honde ? 
*^ ^ And )« Romaynes be)> anyed of here trauail so sore, 
*^ Of perel on se,& eke on lond, }^ hco nul come her no more. 
'^ Heo wol ra|>cr bi leue here truage, ]7at je hem bere]^ ajer. 
*^ Ne konnc ^e nojt leme J'ing, }>at je dude neaer er t 
*^ * Change ;oare bond, & to vse of swerd & lance yt jdo. 
*^ For no men nc bcj> strengor f'en ^e, jef je turnede ))er to. 
^^*Me may se a bondc mone's 8one<o)«r wyle ksyji bi 

come, 
*^ And some gromcs and squiers, and s^))e kny^tes some. 



habergion sire lorica. Potest 
tamen^hsinhertlegiy quomodo 
if ipse legisse videiur Codicis 
Ar. interpolator* Et quidem 
liodie ittdem b^ennem halbert 
vocitare solemus. 

' A boutOy hough mowe ye 
thanne by thenche ? Ar. 
* Help is ther non with yow, 
but clenlich al this londe, Al 
the helpyng and lokyng, ys 
in othur manne's honde, Ar, 
3 Eritne ergo spes vest r a sem- 
per in alieno tutaminc^ 4* non^ 
histructis manibus vestrisy en^ 
"sibut 4* hastii depelletis la^ 



tronesj nequaquam vobisform 
tioresy nisi segnitia Sf torpor 
adessetf Jamtadei Romas^oB 
tarn assidui itineris ifCm Galfr. 
Mon. 4 Malim ac pro and. 

5 Aplieth your hondei to the 
spere and to swerd also jlr. 

6 Nonne homines transverwo 
ordine nascunturj ita ui ex 
rustico generetur miiesy ^ ex 
milite rusticus f Miies eiiam 
de mangone venit^ Sf de smitUe 
mango. Galfr. Mon. 7 Som 
tyme a knyght by come, And 
of a grom a squyer^ and afier 
knyghtea some Ar. 

"Wen 



Robert of Gloucester's Chronicle. 



101 



** Wen je liabbe)> ' forme of men, bej^ men * on alle vise, 

" And turne]^ jour bond to manhede, &• wytej^ oure franchise. 

♦ }ris bischop, fsA hattc Grocelyn/' |K)ni heor » alle rede, 

To ]>e lasse Brete]me wende for yis dede. 

King Ck>nan he fond ded, ^ an o]7er of gret fame 

Kyng he fond in hys stude, ' Androw was ys name. 

^^ Sire kyng,*' qnof) jfc bischop, jef ]70u wolt mderstonde, 

^^ Deol }h>u myjt habbe in J>in herte of pi kynde londe» 

** Of \fe more Brctayn, • as J^in eldre werey bore. 

*^ For J^a wost wel Maxiraian ]>e kyng, & Conan her bi fore 

^^ pe bachekrie-al pot * a;t wes out of ])at lond nome, 

*' And a stored here )^is '° lond and ]« power of Rome, 

'^ And londes abouten vs habbe)> wel ynder jite, 

^' p9t )^er nis no folk bi leued, pat lond forto wyte. 

'^ Heo sle]? & destruye)> al, ]>at per nys no])ing bi leued, 

^< Warbi men " mow libbe, and al for defant of heued. 

^^ And }>er nys no mor pat kynde hap perio bute J^ou '* on. 

^^ Help '* )>i kynde eritage, & }h>u worst pet kyng anon. 

J^ kyng gan som del to '* lyjhe, [h) he herde J>i8. 

•* Ych " habbe,*' he seyde,^'8irebischop,such ty mey sey y wys. 



'The fourme Jr. >In 
Ar. ^ Kepeth youre Ar. 4 
The erchebisshop Gwithelyo, 
Ar. sAldre [/. aire] Ar. 
^ And a nothur Ar. i An- 
droge^. *Ther thyne el. 
derne Ar. 9 Ought was Ar. 
*• Lond thnrgh the power 
Ar. »' Myght Ar. " Al 
on An ''Noqgh thya olde 



heritage, Ar. *^ Laitghe, Ar. 
"^ Olim tempui erat quo uon 
negarem imulam Britamnim 
aecipere^ ti quit earn miki lar^ 
giretur. Non enun cxisiimo 
alteram patriam fertiliorem 
fuitity dum pace 4r iranquii^ 
liiaie frueretur. AH nune, 
quoniam injoriunia aceeetem 
runt Sfc, GaUr. JUboo. 
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*' ' )7at y nolde no^t habbe for sake jnd lond ho me haddc j 

bro^t ))cr to. 
^* Ac so muche * wrecched hed |)er ys, ]7at n}rs not now so. 
^^ And nameliche for jfe folk of ' Rome J^at so muche seruise 

habbe|> jTcre, 
'^ ^ )>at'' in such J^raldam forto be * eche god mon lo]? weie. 
^^ ])is lond ich * habbc here so fre^ )mt to non herre y schal 

abuye, 
^^ Bute wite fram )>e kyng of France, ]?at do)? me ofte anye* 
^^ And for to wyte me from hym, y nyl not ' henne wende. 
^* Ac for myn * eldore haddc ]>at lond, ' y segge )w atte ende> 
*^ To brynge it a^eyn '° to oure kynde, ich wol Juder sende 
'^ Costantyn my hiopet, pat god kny^t ys and hende, 
^' And wel " yfonded in armes, & two '* bondred knyjtes 

also, 
Wel '* y wrye with pe atyl, |wit god dede mow do 
^^ Mid l>e folk of }>e lond, ;ef ** heo a;tes be)>| 
^^ And ^e mow hym make ^onre kyng, wen ^e ** tyme wt^. 
jns Costantyn was of send, and '^ Yis knygtes also, 
And '^ schippes and here a tyl prest, such prowes forto do. 



'That ich it wolde 
nought haae forsake, yf hit 
hadde ther to be brought Ar. 
* Wrecchede now ther is, 
that now is hit so nought Ar, 
3 Rome such seruice Ar, 
ADeesi Ar. sEch man fui 
loth were Ar, ^ Holdc as 
freo, y ne dar non othur a 
buje. But witie me fro the 
kyng of France, Ar. ^Hens 



Ar. «Eideme Ar. 9Y 
seigh yow atten eyode, Ar. 
'o To ryght, ich Ar. " Y 
founded Ar. "Thonsend 

Ar. cum Galfrido Moo. ' ** A 
rayd in good a tire, dedet of 
armes to do With the folk Ar. 
^mXAr. '^The tyme Ar. 
'^ These Ar. "^ Hure shipes 
redy mad, this dede for to 
do Ar. 

Ac 
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Ac heo ne myjte ' so ra]>c come, fat J?e kynges twei 

Nere y come out Yrlond, * wyt gtti power bey 

Of Scottes and of Picars, of Denemarch, ' of Norwei^ 

pat euer ^ habbe)> J^is lond y hated, bote it were for eye. 

Per bi Nor)) ^ bi gonne, and hider &sU drowe. 

And caste a doan ^ J^is stronge wal, & townes grete y nowe. 

|>e Britones, )?at myjte'of scapie, by gonne fiute to fle. 

Some in roches, some in wodes, \>at ^ lewpe yt was to se. 

v>/OSTANTYN * myd ys power, among al f^is wrechedom. 

At )w hauene of Tottenais * stilleliche o lond com. 

Glad were ]h> ]>e Britpnes, & joyful & pronte. 

Ileo comen out of 'pe wodes sone, and of \fe roches aboute. 

So }7at Costantyn hadde sone '^ power y now. 

And toward )?is lu]>er men Nor)>ward sone drow. 

" He cndde |iat '* heo were men, & slowe '* to gronde, 

\fe prude ^ of Scottes & Picars abouten in a stonde. 

For heo flowe pat mj^te fle, and some fel to gronde. 

Heo my^te " segge, wen heo come home, )mt heo hadde here 

pere j fonde. 
To Hrlond heo flowe aseyn, & elles wyder heo my^te. 
Heo ne ]^u2te not a god while with jfc Brytones to fy^te. 



' So sone come, that the 
luther kynget tweye Ar. 
• With Ar. • And of Ar. 
4 Haueth hated this load, but 
Ar, i Bigonne (simplici voce) 
in Ar. • Ret Wall Ar. i 
Deol jpro rew^ in Ar. * And 
hi| power In al this Ar. 



9StilIe a lond Ar. >o6ret 
power y nough, Ar. " Hii 
Ar. " Hii Ar. «i Paste to 
Ar. '4 Of this luther men 
hii batide in a stounde Ar. 
■5 Truly seigh tho, hare peor 
hii hadde y founde Ar. 



i« 
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^ Brjtones nome |k> Costantyiii & glade )x>ra all pjng 

In ]7e town of ' Cicestre crowned kym * io here* hjmg* 

^ ]>is was so wel y wist in pes, with oule strif, 

jfat ]w ne come ne Scoites ^ider, ne ^ Pycars al ys lyf^- 

fre ' sones he hadde al so, Costantyn was on. 

And Aurely and Uter, gode children echon. 

Costanteyn, ys eldeste sone, in Code's semise 

Monk he made at Wynchestie, ft dode as ]« wyse. 

God roon he was y now, and gode lawes totp caste* 

And god pais ^ wcs al ys lyf, ^ &io lute wyle jmi lasle. 

For ]>eT cx)ni a * Pycard, )«t ys maners wel ' wiste. 

And ))at he looede wel y now, ft mudie to bym fmste. 

He ladde hym into an '^ orchard, " as yt gret ned wen 

To speke wy)? hym prioeliche, Jmt noman ywar neie. 

Ac )h) hco were al bi hem sdnei & no mon hem aejj^y 

He drow ys knyf^ & slow ])e kyng, JKit no man " yt 7 sey;. 

He was '^ sone for]? y went, er any mon were war. 

And ]>o me hadde al y sought, \fe kyng lay dcd Jmu*. 



' Reciiug Silchestre cum 
Galfr. Mon. At Cirecestria in 
Aluredo BeTerlacensij^ii^m de* 
Jloravit Galfridus. * Desunt 
Ar. > The lond was tho wel j 
kept in pais Ar. 4 Picardes Ar. 
I Sones hadde this ConsUn. 
tjn,Constan8 [Constans^o^tie 
<n Aluredo Bey. &Galfr. Mon.] 
het that on, Aurelie Ambrose 
the other, the thridde Uter 
Pendragon. Constans his eU 
deste Ar. ^ Was in his tyme, 



while his lyf y laste Ar. 
7 F. ac, « Picte Ar. 9 Wuste, 
Ar. » Posiremoy cum jr. amni 
prtcieriiteniy venUfmidmmPim 

CtUSy ^pti tit Ou9C^MiM99 awsMs 

fueraiy Sf quasi secr^ium toUom 
quium kabituru9y in virgutio 
quodam $emoii$ emncHw esMs 
eultro inter/ecU GalfridMlf €■• 
" For consail ae hit were 
And to spdie Ar. '* Hit na 
seigh Ar. *' Anon Ar» 

JH, 
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}^p was Yis lond kyngIeS| wat halt yt to teUe longe ? 
Gret word was among j>ai folk, ho myjte J^e crowne fi>Dge. 
For )>e eldoste some mook was, & ' ^e twei ;onge were. 
And to nyine * ferrore of js kjnde no ryjt nere. 

\^ORTIG£R» ' }>e quoynte swike, pat was erl of « Come* 

wail, 
Forto do * a swykedom no conseil schulde bjm &il. 
To jfe sone ]>at was monk to Wjnchestre he wende 7 wis, 
<^ Lo," (he seide) ^< now {h>u ^ syst, pat jA fiidec ded ys, 
^^ And J7i bre]«ren to jonge be)> to a fonge pe crowne, 
*^ And ]^i ]k>u be in o]?er clo)>cs, )>t ry^te ? nys not pet downe^ 
<< Wei * me * wot eldest )h>ii art, & myd best ryjt kyng al so, 
*^ ;ef J^ou woU '^ wol be my frend, & bi my red al do^ 
*^ Ich wole brynge " ^t folk in wille, to crowne pe to kyng. 
^* And )>ei pin ordre be pa ajeyn, pet to ich wole it brynge. 
'^ ]h> monk was joyful y now, ]k> he hurde }^is, 
^< And bi het hym, ^ef it were so, ener more to be al bys. 
Out of ys abyt anon Vortiger bym drow. 
And elopes^ '* as to kyng bi come, dude on him faire ynow;* 



' The othur two Jr. * For. 
ther of his kyn no lyght 
men thonghte hit nere Ar. 
'The luther swike, Ar. 4 
*^ Cronica Laiina vocai eum 
^^ ducem Gewiseorum*^ Ar. in 
margine. Et quidem Consul 
Gewissornm in Alaredo BeT. 
At in Galfr. Mon. ^^ consul 
^^ Gewiseorum. t. Orientalium 
« ^--o/^-Mot sAflwykeidom 



he caste hym sanz ikille* To 
the monek at Wynchestre sene 
he wende y wys Ar. ^ Snkst 
Ar. 9 Is nou j^t tber Ar. * 
Thogh wost Ar. 9 Nee alium 
video in progenie tuOy quern 
populus in regem promoverei 
Galfr.Mon. ^oyfelAr. "The 
people in wille, Ar, '* As a 
kyog Ar, 

And 
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And bi fore al ]>e Parlement to London he gtn bym brynge. 

And seide he was purest eyr, to be crowned ' to" kjnge. 

No mon ne m j^t wel it wjj> segge. ^ * mc may ryj^t 7 ae» 

Wan he was )w, & was pnr eyr, ]^i he hadde * monk, 

^ Up hjm self |>e perel wcre^ bote yt niyjte wel do. 

|m> bey men )H)ru Yortigcr ' a fong hym alle \>e[ to. 

fe erchbischop of London * Gocelyn was }h> dcdy 

And non o})er ' nolde hym crowne, for al Jxit )« erl bed. 

For he hadde so longe in ordre be, & so was oat y bro^t. 

For al J7at • Vortigcr nolde bi leue yt nojt, 

Ac hym self hym crownede, & made hym kyng so. 

J'e sacryng was lute wor}>, and na)>eles jrt was y do. 

jfo he was kyng ymad, ys best he made a non, 

jmi clanliche to Vortiger ys men * abuyde echon. 

>o For'^ hymsclf he " nolde I'enche nojt, bute take bjm al on 

honde. 
For he coyf\fe wel bet ]mn be gouerne such a londe. 
Jh> bi )H>u;te Vortiger mest Jniru alle )>yng, 
How he myjte do quoynteliche, |7at he bym selue were kyng*. 
For that " euer ys )>o;t, and )«r fore pe monk he nom 
To •* kyng be. for he was nyce and kow)« no wisdom. 



* Deest Jr. > Me may the 
ryght y se, That he ne is ver- 
rei heir, Ar. > Adde j be cum 
Ar. 4 Upon hym self a peril 
hit were, but he hit wolde do. 
The heigh Ar. ^Assentede 
alie ther to Ar. ^ Gwythe. 
lyn Ar, ^ Hym croany wolde 
theigh Vortiger hem bed Ar. 
•Yut Vortiger wolde by 



leue nought, that hym self ne 
eroune hym, and made kym 
kyng ryght tho, And weie kit 
ryght othur woagh, ynt Ut 
was y do Ar. 9 Abon^wed 
Ar. '• Deest Ar. " Wolde 
thenke on nought, Ar. ** £. 
uere was his thought, Ar.^ 
•« Be kyng. for Ar. 

And 
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And ys twei brci]7cea were hicrgt out of cradel Ynae}>e. 

And }e heye mm mest of )>e lopd were y bro^t to de^ 

Myd balailes Sc royd o\^ wq, )>er fore he was so prowt, 

' And \>e l^yng ^ nas bate a schade, & let hym wor^ al out. 

To }>e kyng he seide^ )fit h^ moste ys castles astore, 

]>enne wolde ys fon ahoute ' doiUe hym ]7e more. 

And for ]>e ^ Picars were y^ ion, Qopne he wolde take 

To be pryue with ^ kyiig, ibr J'ilke schulde make 

Here felawes^ )^t were leued at borne, to loue ]7at lond ^ bet. 

Ac ' naj^eles )^r lone.* nas jt qp^ j^ yt wes al bi set, 

Ac for ]>ei louede not ^ k^ng, & in trayi^op were quoynte, 

' ))at heo schulde }>e kjng sle, wen beo come * tp ^ ppynte. 

\>e kyng grantede al ys wil, and for ys gode ' wende. 

Aflur an hundred ^ Picars into Sootlond be senda 

By certeyn raessageres, so }7at heo gonne brynge 

" Am hundred kny^te^ of Picars, )mt bi leuede mid oure 

kynge, 
Of mest priue men, ]H>ru jns Iu}>er Yortiger. 
And ]>e fcynge'^ tiesour he delde eke a boute fer & ner, 



' The kyng hym self was 
but a shade, & let him aJ one 
al oat And to the kyng Ar. 
^T\}tufn natnq; ditpositioniejus 
regnum commis9um fueratj 4* 
Cansians rex dicebatur^ qui 
nUipro umbra principii asttu 
bai Galfr. Mon. i Douty Jr. 
4 Pictes jfr, s Ecce occulta 
occulti amid prodiiio, Non 
enim id laudabai^ ui saius inde 
proveniret Const aniisy sedquia 
sciebatj Pictot gentem esse 

Vol.1. 



instabilemy 4* od omne scelus 
par atom Gaifr. Mon. ^ Was 
hit nouht wliat liit was al by 
set, Ar. 1 And that Jr. » To 
the Jr. 9 He wcnde Jr. 
>o Pictes to Jr. " An hundred 
Pictes soadeonrs to by leue 
with cure kynge, And to be 
most preae with hym thurgh 
this VoHiger. Of the kyiige's 
tresour he delt fer and ner, 
Ac most to the Pictes Jr. 

If And 
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And mest to \fe Picars, for to hem mest loue he drow. 

Myd alle l^at he woldc hym self be made hym bi loaed jnoir. 

Alio ' l^at seruede \fe kyiig, )H>ru hym * were echone, 

' So )nt ech mon was a boute for to paye hym onc^ 

And ^ songe al day bi \fe strete ' al for hys honour, 

<* Wor)>i were Vortiger * to kyng o))er emperour. 

\fo \>\b Vortiger hadde ^ l^at folk al * in ys hond. 

He seyde, be mostt wende awyle out of j^is lond. 

To purchace more tmour l^e kyng for to spene. 

For he nadde np^t y now;, ys knyjtes to sustene. 

And * atte Picars nora ys leue, and at oper t^ere. 

And wende bom '* (o " hys fir, sori as he were. 

\h:t was sorwe and deol ynow among al J^e mayne^ 

For he schulde from hem '^ wend, (for ))er was no hjng 

bote he) 
And namdiche among Picars, yai were of so lu}w ^ou^t, 
]>at he hadde do such honour, & Jnit nc louede ]>e kyng do^. 
*< Wat," h<H) seyden, <' wat is ** vs to lete ]ris badde kyng 
^^ Go ]>us o Hue as a '^ schade, jmi nys wor)> nofmig? 



' The seruantes of the kyng 
Ar. ' Were made echone 
Ar, > Ita ui eutn pro rege 
haberent, Adulantes igitur ei 
per plateas psalUbant^ *^ dim 
" gnus est Vortigcrnus impe- 
** r/o, dignus est sccptro Brim 
^^ tannice^ Cvnstansveroindigm 
nus Galfr. Mon. « Synge Ar. 
s As for Ar, ^ To be kyng or 
einperour^r. 7 This -^r, *Oii 
4r. 9 Of (be Pict&s tok his 



leue, and of othur there, jln 
10 Ad hospitium suum Galfr. 
Mod. " Hit coatre in sorwe 
as hit were An '* Wende, 
(that was so large and fre) 
And among the Pictes most, 
that were of luther thought. 
That he hadde do so muchel 
honour, and louede the kyng 
nouht Ar. ><This pro tS 
in Ar. u Shadewe, Ar. 
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Warto tarie we so longe, to quelle hym atten endc 

|>at Vortiger • were kyng, |»t a jen vs ys so hende ? 

In gret * wayj>e & hastinesse to \>e kynge's chaunrtber heo 

wende, 
And smyten of hys hed, and to Vortiger yl sende. 
Vortiger made deol y now, ' and sorl was J^er fore t 
Ac na]>cles so glad he nas se)>]7e he was y bore. 
For ♦ y coropaced he hadde )>at atte bi gynnyng, 
First ' wen he brojte on so nyoe a mon to kyng^ 
And 8e)^]7e ]h) he lette ys fon & ^ Picars to court brynge, 
\>at hatede muche |>e kyng, ^ & al was for ))is {'inge. 
And JH) he was so large & hende of hys Rifles al so. 

* )h) hadde he al ys wille, for when yt was al ydo, 

* And'' to sue ende yt was y come, '^ as he hadde y com paced 

in ys )>ojt« 
And naj'eles he feynede hytn, \mi me ynder jet yt nojt. 
At London pis kyng was y slaw, he let )k> nyme anon 
" I'e Picars, & )H>rn jngement let smyt of I'e hedes echon. 
^r he kudde '* wat he was, vn kynde schrewe & quoynte. 
" Ac al he dude, 'fat me ne ynder jet in swykdom in no poy nte. 
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tio Picto* 
niiD. 



'Myght be kjng, that to 
U8 is 10 heynde ? Ar. * Wrath 
Ar. i And wep fol sore ther 
fore Ar. 4 He hit hadde by 
compaced atte Ar. s Tho he 
made the monek, ]^at nyce 
was, to kynge Ar. ^Pictes 
Ar, 1 And muche was for 
these thynge. And that he 
was Ar. > Tho he hadde al 
his wille, when this was Ar. 



9 Omittit Ar. ^o As he cast 
in bis thought. And euere he 
made hit so queynte, that me 
wiste hit nought Ar. " Alle 
the Pictes thurgh juggement^ 
and hefdede hem echon Ar. 
'*That he Ar. 'i And al 
was, that me ne sholde aspie 
his falshede in no poynte. Ac 
natheles some hit ?nderyede, 
& ne leuede Ar. 

N S And 
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And nal^eles men yt trowede, and knade not js glMe» 

}fe kynge's ' brej^ieiiy Aorele and Ambrosei 

Dradde, for here eritage, ymorjnrcd for to be* 

And * beo, that hem hadde ' to ward, ))er fore gonne b j se. 

And to \fe huse Breteyne wende to J'e kyng^ 

And he ^ susteynede hem wel, for drede of {rib ^inge, 

\fo Yortiger al one was, and no pere ' Qad a londe. 

Sone he lette hym ^ crowne kyng^ & \fe power nom on honde. 

Princes ouer al aboute of ^ eche kyndom 

Speke hym vnel, & hatede hym for hys ' swikedom. 

l>e * Picars were wrop eke, and '^ |nratten hym ynow^ 

" For he myd such ynkyn dede heore feUwes slow. 

From \)e lasse Bretayne eke hym com word ylome^ 

)mt '* \fo twei children gret power to hem nooiej 

And '' |)at hit stronge childre were of here t^j 

And \mt fei wolde hyder come, to wynne here heritage. 

Such strong tyj^inges in sorwe and in sore 

Bro^t )>i8 fidse kyng, and er }>e lenger }« more. 



M» 



' Yonge bretheren, Uter 
and Aurelie Ambrose, Ar, re. 
ctiui. * Hll, Ar. J In waide, 
ther fore hem gonne by se. 
To the lasse Bnitayne hii 
wende to Budic the kyng, 
Ar, 4 Hem let wardy wel. 



Ar. 5 Hadde in londe, Ar. I Ar, 



* Crouny Ar. t Enery Ar. 
"Swikeldom Ar. 9 Pf ctes 
Ar. »o Hatede Ar. " That 
he with so yile deth hare fe. 
lawes he slough Ar. '^^Hbo 
two Ar. "That hii stale, 
worthe were, as of hare age, 
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fXORS and Hengist bothe, l^at twei bre^re werci 
Come to Kent ]7ilke ty me, and a rioede ]iere^ 
Mjrd ]fre schip fill of* knyjtes y armed wel ynow. 
' po yis folk was on lond, for]' into Kent hit drow. 
\>o kyng was )x> at Canterbury, and herde her of anon : 
Bi fore hym he lette brynge * Jns kny;^'' echon. 
* \>o kyng bi huld hem faste ynow, (for itmuchel men were) 
And nameUche|ietweibre)>ren, (^for so roiicbel non )>ernere.) 
He ^ ascode hem» of wanne Jiei, and ho" hem ]>ider bro^, 
And for wat encheson heo come, 8c wat ]>ing \fei so^te i 
'* Sire kyng,'* (qvtop Hengist, ^t for al ofer spek y wys) Hcngistus. 

'* * Of Saxonie we be]> y bore, * J^at of Germanie ys. 

'^ )>e manerys of ]>ilke lond, J^at wen ]^r ys for]> ybro^t 

^^ So muche folk '^of men,^' J^at " ]>o lond may '* siutteyne 

no;t. 
u IS j^// iiejg m^i, Qf 14 j^ Iqq J gchulle com bi fore Jje kyng, 

** And " aUe \>o jonge men of f^e lond lete bi fore liym brynge. 

'^ }>e strengeste me schal bi choys and bi lot al so 

** Chese out, and sende in to o})cr lond,'' here bestc forto do« 



' Horn Ar. * Men pro 
knygtes in Ar, At militibus in 
Galfr, Mon. J The tydynges 
hough they come, were in 
contreie a brod drough. The 
kyng Ar, 4 These men Ar. 
5 The Ar. * Nam .ipsi pro* 
ceteris Sf nobilitate Sf decore 
prwnitebant Galfr. Mon. 7 Ax- 
ede hero, whans hii were, & 
b9 Jr. < Saxonia tellus edi. 



dit noSy una ex regionibus 
Germania: Galfr. Mon. 9 Of 
Germaiiye that is Ar. '<> Dcm 
sunt Ar. "The^r. 'aflem 
susteyne Ar. *J Deest Ar. 
'4 The Ar. '' AUe the yoiige 
bachelrie me shal to fore hym 
bryng. The stalewortheste me 
shal by loth and by chois also 
Chese, & seude hem out of 
londe, Ar. 

N 3 ** And 
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^^ And ' lieo sob iille be such , \mi no prince * dorre hem for sake^ 

'^ ' Ac for heore prowesse gladliche in to here seraise take. 

*' jfis cas ys to ys y come, y chose we be)) )>er to, 

^f ^For so muchey^ in the lond, oare beste forto do. 

^^ And forto be maistres of J^is folk we be)) y chose Sc ynome 

^' Mi bro)>er & ich^ (for wo be); of dukes kyny come.) 

^^ For )>oru our Godes in to )>e se we wende ich ynderstonde. 

Mercurial. << And Mercurius hap ys y lad into '|)i londe. 
\>o ]>c kyng herd^ nempne Mercurius in ph cas, 
He askede^ wat God and wat ))ing Mercurius was ? 
^* Oure bi leuc (quo)) •))is o))er) in pe hye ? Godes ys y do, 
^^ Satumus and Jupiter, and al ]>e o)>er a! so, 
))at yp holde}) ]>e world, & in Mercurius mest y wys, 
*)>c heye God,'' ))at in oure tonge Woden y clepud ys. 
^^ ' JTcr ner vrcl dore him bi toke of pe woke pe feT})e day, 
*^ In honour of hy m y clepud in oure tonge Wednesday. 

VenuB. *^ Aftur hym we honourc)) Venus mest, ))at Friey clepud ys 
** In oure tonge, & in pe wykc Friday for hym y wys. 
^^ Fler of ^e schul yndcrstoiide, }>at in ))e firmament be\> 
^* Planetet, y liche cler sterres, scuenc, as je se)) : 
" Salurnus and Jubitcr, Mars and ))e Sonne y wys, 
^' Venus and Mercurius, and J?c Mone lowest ys. 



(C 



c< 



? Ilii shuUeth Jr. ^Ne 
der -^r. J But ^r. 4 And 
for ther was to muche folk, 
oure besfe we mote do. And 
to be Jr. 5 This Ar. 6 That 
Jr. 7 God Jr. « mil fit 
Galfridus Mon, 9 Lege, )>er 
uer vr cldorc, i. e, tlierefore 



our elders ^c. Nam in Galfr. 
Mod. ^^ huic vet era nosiri 
'^ dicaverunt quart am feriam^ 
'^ septimancPj qua usque in 
^' hodicrnum diem nomen 
'^ Wodnesdei de nomine y^siue 
" sortitu est* 

« Aftqr 
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^ Aftur ech of bem in ^e vfike y clepud ys a day : 

** First ' OS Sonne, & so of oj^ere and }fe 8ene}?c Saturday. 

'^^ And for weder^ & o]xnr *}>ing on er)?e, aftur bem mucbe is, 

** * {^is mys hi leuede men bem clepede Godes wbile y wis. 

" Sori icb am" (quo)? Vortiger) ** JTo be herde fis. 

*^ For joure hi leue, J>at ^je segget^ for no bileue yt nys, 

Ac for joure coming icb am glad, bo so ow biderladde, 

• Were y t God, were yt oJ>er, for nede icb badde. 

For ich am myd my fon ^ on ecb balf by set, 

And jef ich hem may ouer come ]H>ru 2;oa \fe bet, 

^ Ich jou myd me at holde, & in grete ricbesse jou do 

Of syftes, and of chatewsy and of londes al so. 

Fleo ' maden certeyne couenaunt {'at beo wereal at on ; 

So pat ]fei bi leuede for|) with ^{'ekyng ecbon. 

Hit was not longe '°]7er aftur ]f3i ]>is Picars ne come 

Out of Scotlond Sou}>ward, and townes &ste nome. 

" )^ iyYmg her of to oure kyng com, 

]fe wey mid al ys power a^en bem fiiste he nom. 



' Of the Sonne, & so forth 
the senethe An * Thynges 
Ar, ? These mysbyleuede Ar. 
4 Ye bileueth, no bileue is. But 
of you re come ich Ar, * Were 
hit God, or cny othur, for al 
nede ych hadde Ar, * In 
euery half An 7 Ich yough 
wole with me witholde, & 
gret honour yut do. And 
}iftes yiue ynou^^h of londes, 
h othur catelles also. Ilii 
made a certayn couenant, so 



Bell 



um. 



that hii were at qn ; Ar, 
• Paruerunt illico bdrbarij Sf 
fcedere confirmqto in curia 
ipsius remanserunt, ^ec mora 
emergenies ex Albania Pictij 
exercitum valde gran(fem miU 
iunty aquiionqresque partes 
insula vastare ccsperunt Galfr. 
Mon. 9 Our pro }e in Ar, 
'o Afterward that the Pictes ne 
come Ar, " Tho the tydyng 
of this thyng to Vortiger 
come, Ar. 

N 4 Strong 
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Strong bataile heo smyte ]>er, ac ^ Saxones anon 

So god were, ))at J^e opete hi gonne to fle ecbone. 

)k> Yortiger ]H)ru hem hadde }>e maistriey 

He ;ef hem jiftes grete ynow, and dude jrs corteysf • 

Hengist, Jmt here maistre was, he ;^af in Lyndesefe 

Londes faire, and rentes and 'tbwnes grete and heye^^' 

* War )>oru by m & ys men ' in fair wareson he brojte. 

^ \fo Hengist hadde )?is, for)>er more he \>opje, 

)h> he hadde ]>e kyng in prinete al dene at ys wille, 

*^ Sire/' he seide, ^* of deroe ' cas ich wol \fe wame stille* 

** yine fon be}? in ech half, &; ]>is yi )ie meste donte, 

^' )>at ]7in owne men ne lone)? )?e no^t, }?at J^ebeth aboute. 

** Heo jTretncJ? J^estille, & seggep heo wollej) ♦ Jjc'' brynge* 

^' J'e twei bre)?re from Breicyne, & ^ crowne ))at on ky nee : 

^^ * ]>ef fore ich ' rede, J'at me sende into my coiitrei jrwys 

*' To '° Saxoine aftur more help, for help y now fer ys. 

For " habbe )>ou power ynow, )h)u myjt be glad & bli)w. 

Ac o)7ing ich '* wolde bidde )>c, ]mt Jhjq me woldest type. 

' Tounes, & gret nobleye 
^r. ^ Quibus sese Sf commilu 
tones suos susteniaret Galfr. 
Mon. J In to rychesse ^r. ♦ 
And yut tho he hadde al this, 
forthermore he though (e Ar. 
I Thy ng pro cas in Ar. ^ Vocum 
lam hane eras it in Ar. eadem^ 
ut videturj tnanus qucc bf scrip^ 
sit. ^ Crouny on to kyngc y/r. 
• Si placet tibi^ mitt am us in 
patriam nostrum^ Sf invitemus 
milltes ex ea^ ^c. Galfr. Mon. 
9 The rede^ that we sende to 



my Ar. '<> Sic in Cod. Harm 
leyano. At Saxonie tit Ar, 
" If thugh hast power y 
nough, thugh maist he Ar. 
'*Wole bidde the, & thugh 
wolt me lithe, Bidde what 
thugh wolt, quath the kyng, 
ich wole the graunte ywis^ 
Elles forsothe ich were to 
blame, y^ h>t ^o graunty is. 
And fetthe [/. fetche] help «1 
that thugh maist, that be of 
good araye. And ich wole hare 
while yelde, and hnre hoyre 

paye 
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^^ Send ' aftur help/' quo)> ]« kyng, ^^ l^at )k>u me nofp, bi (laie, 
*^ And wde heore while ^clde, so )>at schoUe bolde hem net 

pale. 
^< And bidde of me wat pon wolt, & ich wol]7c grante ywb| 
*^ For ellcs ich were vnkynde, jef it to grante ys . 
Heogist faire hym jHinkede^ and hys hed lowtede a donn. 
** )x>u hasty" he seide, *' ^eue me mony a fayr town. 
^^ And na]7eles such ]>ing* nabbe y no2;t) as it to duk bi comeb 
** For wan ich am • duke's sone, ft bi comeJ> to me" 
" For to ♦ habbe som • gret" cite or castel me to • ware^ 
" ^ War inne y myjte to f yn nede habbe my folk jare. 
jfer fore," as ich am ]4 kny;;t, & ' prest to ]>i nede al so, 
Grante me * castel of^r cite ]>i nede in to do. 
** Hengist/' quof Jjc ■** kyng |)o, ** ner me not to done 
'' Such ]>yng, as )h>u me biddest to graunte )>e, so sone. 
^* For )h>q art mon off strange lond, & Cristene mon non. 
*^ And eke, )>ei ich wolde, my barones wolde yt with seggc 

echon. 
^* Strc, grante me }>onne," quo)>Hengtst, " jef yt ys ]>i wille, 
'^ " As muche place, as myd a )>ong ich may a boute tille, 



paye. Hengis faire hym 
thonked tho, and his heed 
bowed a doun Ar, 

' Ad hac Fortigernuij 
^^ Mate ergo legatbs tuos ad 
Germaniamj Sf invito quos ro- 
luerii^ Sf pete d me quod de» 
siderai^ Sf nullam repnisam 
patieris Galfr Mon. ^ Haue 
ich nought, as a duk Ar, s A 
duke*s sone, me thinketh hit 



were to done Ar. 4 Haue Ar» 
5 Deest Ar. ^ Where, Ar, 
7 And, yf that ich nede hadde, 
kepe me fro dere,Ther fore, Ar* 
« Redy to the also, Ar. « Cite 
or castel my nede inne to do Ar. 
'0 Kyng, hit were me nought 
to done Ar» "As much as 
with a bole huyde ich may 
ouer tille, Ar. 

\ 

" ' J>at 
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<^ ' \>ai icli ]7er * vppe mowc a siker bold" a lere, 

** ]?at ich ' iDowe iii J>i seruise wytie, jef jrt nede were. 

\>e kyng ne hulde })at bute a * lutel, be grantede hys booe. 

llcngist scndc ia to hys contre after more power sone. 

jfo carf he a bole hydc smale al ' to a JKmg 

})oru out, ml he woldc laste, & )h> was he somdel long. 

Ill an hard ' roche stude js }H)iig aboute he drow, 

And ]7er wy}> inne al to yn wille markede place ynow. 

And rcrde )>er an castcl god y now and strong, 

^ }^t ^ngcaster, o])er Tangcaster, yclepud whs for }>e J^ong. 

Jnnr come oat of Germanie rnder }>at, ych wene^ 

Y charged mid gode knyjtes, schippes ei2;tetene« 

And Rowen, Hengiste's dorter, among hem y brojt waa» 

)>at fairor \voramon nower a boute in no lond nas, 

\>o j^is castel ' jare was, Hengist ]fe king bi sojte 

* To come to hys castol, & se })e kny^tes \mt be brojte. 

\iO kyng cum J^ider priueliche, & '^ )>is kny^tcs y sey« 

And }^is castcl, " so" sone a rcrd. so ** strong and so hey. 



» Qwo iw^, ^1 opusfuerit, re- 
rJpiam Galfr. Mod. * Vppon 
may a siker place Ar. ' 
Myghte in thyne seruise me 
M-ytie and ncdc M-erej Ar. 
4 Lite, 8c grauntcde al his 
bone Ai\ 5 To one thonge 
Thurgh out, while hit Mrolde 
y laste, and that was somdel 
longc Av, 6 Roche's stode Ar. 
Saxorum locum habet Galfr. 
Mon. 7 And Thwong castel, or 



I Tancastel, cleped is for the 
thwong. Thenne come Cher 
out of Germanye ynder that, 
ich wene, Charged with or. 
pede mon, shipes eightetene 
Ar, « A redy was Ar. • To 
come and se his castel, and 
men ho hadde y brooghte. 
The kyng Ar. »<> These Ar. 
" Dcest Ar, " Noble pro 
strong in Ar. 

'Mid 
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' Mid al * he was wel a payed and bi leuede atte mete. 
y\s mayde out of chambre com, ]>o ' ]fei hadden y ^ete. 
With a coppe of gold, fol of wyn, syde drow hire tail 
* A kne to ]fe kyng heo seyJe, ' " lord kyng wasseyl. 



Waaeyt 



' With al Ar. » Ut vero 
regiis epulis refectus fuity 
egressa estpuella de thalamo^ 
aureum ciphum^ plenum vinoj 
ferem. Accedem deinde pro^ 
piusy Jlexia genibus dixity 
louerd ching woschail Galfr. 
Men. ' Hii hadde y yete Ar. 4A 
kne sheo sette hure byfore the 
kyng, & seide,^^ sire wassail^r. 
5 Fide Seldeni Noloi in Dray, 
toni Poly.olhionj pag. 153. 
ubi locum quendam ^ Roberto 
nostro folio tamen usus MS J 
fidduxit^ innuitq; Louerd kyng 
was-heii idem esse quod Lord 
kyng a health; Drinc.heile 
vero idem quod Drinke the 
health. Verum his de rebus 
scripserunt pluresy inquibusSf 
ipse numerandus estSomnerus. 
Atqui tot auctorum verba non 
est cur exscribam. Sat est siea 
tantummodo in medium profc' 
ramy qua observavit in Itine^ 
rario Cantiano(p. 20.) doctis^ 
simus Lumbar dus. idque ea 
potissimum de caussoy quod Sf 
ilium hac occasione plane con. 
sulendum esse monuerit erudi. 
tissimus^pelmannus in Glosm 
iariclHengisf] espying there. 



fore, that king Vortiger was 
much delighted in womena 
companie, and knowing wel, 
that sine Cerere Sf Liberoyfrim 
get VenuSy he bad him toot 
solempne banquet, and after 
that he had (according to the 
maner of Germanie yet conti. 
nuing) well plied him with 
pots, hee let slip before him ^ 
faire gentlewoman, his owne 
daughter, called RoxenUy or 
Rozceny which being instructed 
before hande how to behaue 
hir selfe, most amlablie pre. 
sented him with a goblet of 
wine, saying in hir own Ian* 
guagc, fxj llaeile lllapojib cy* 
nyn^ *j wessail Lorde king. The first 
that is to say, bee merie Lord 7a^''"^ 
king: with which hir daliance, 
the King Was so delighted, that 
he not oncly vouchsafed to 
pledge hir, but desired also to 
pcrformc it in the right maner of 
hir owne countrey. And there, 
fore he answered (as he was 
taught) yn to hir againe» bjitnc 
Haede *j drinke merily. Which 
when shee had done, himselfe 
tooke the cup^and pledged hir so 
hartely,that fromthencefoorthhee 

could 
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|7e kyng bi huld hire * 8wi)>e ynow^ & Wondiede liife * fiur 

bede. 
' For 80 fair Trommon nustebenon. He askede wtt lleos^e t 
Men, Yat knew j^e langage, seide, wat was wanajl. 
And ]7at he scholde ]>ai brojte onswere, '^ drynkhajrl. 
^* Drinkhayl, q\xo]> }>is kyng ajen, & bed hire drinke anon# 
J'e coupe ^ he nom 6e]7]>e of hire among hem echon^ 
And custe hire, & sette hire a doun, & glad dronk hire hail. 
And ]7at was lo ! in yis lond }>e firste vassajl, 
As in langage of Saxoiiie, ]>Hi me my^te euer j wyte. 
And so ^ wel he pai)> )nit folk aboute, {'at be nys not jet for 

gete. 
No sire, nc be ]>e day so ' long, ])e while heo sttte)) o benche^ 
And som of J?e njjt nimej? J?er to, J>e drynke forto sthenche. 



could neucr be in rest, vntill 
Tlioi«siie«.f he had obtained hir to wife, 

pJlil^ll^c/ '^^*'® weighing, either how 
deepely he had endaungered 
his conscience in matching 
himselfe with a heathen wo. 
man, or how greatly he had 
hazarded his Croune by joyn- 
ing handes ^ith so mightie 
a forein Nation. 

' Faste ynough Jr, * Fair, 
hede Ar. unica voce. Nee ta* 
men idem quod forehead esse 
Judicarim, Non aliud enim 
plane est quam facies pulchra. 
id quod e GalfridoMonumetensi 
constat y qui sic ait : At ille, yisa 
facie pueilae, admiratus est tan. 
tum ejas decorem, & incalnit. 
And of men of hure langage 



couthe he axede what sheo 
sede? A non men tolde the kyng 
fore what was to seye wassaO^' 
And that he sholde to hare 
that tyme answere ther to 
drynk hail. Drynk hail, seide 
the kyng a ye, Ar. 4 He toke 
of hure anon, and a moag 
echon Kussed hure d; a doQn 
hure sette, & gladly droak 
hure hail. And thus was 
here in this londe furst y 
knowe wassail Ar, ^Wel 
yut hit paieth the Mkj that 
hit is nought for yite Ar, 
^ Long, and sitteth murye a 
benche. And of the nyght yat 
nymeth ther to, drynke ther 
by to shenche, On an holy 
rechoare'i word hii wot 

nought 
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Of an holi prechoare's wprd heo nolde oot so oflie )?eacbey 

As of the pEiuri iivord,^ \mi hem ))iake)> of ]>e sely weache* 

So foi)l lechour was be kyng, that anon" in ]>e howsc 

He willede^ for fou^ iechcri, ]>is ma jde ' forte spouse* 

[lengist wiste wel js wille, * & )^t he wes hastyf. 

He grantede ' io hys felonye ys dorter to be ys wy f^ 

For wat \>e kyng ^eue hym ]fe" centre of Kent y wis. 

pe kyng in ys foi^Ie wille grantede al ]>iS) 

A^nd wedd^9 J'is mayde ^ in a wel luj'er cas, 

For l^at be was Cristene, and heo a pay nen was. 

' jmi lond wes md y paied \fer MryK & ys pre sones also^ 

Yortimerji and * Cattgeni and Passen \>er to. 

Four hundred ^er and fourti and ' nyene, ich vnderstondei 

Yt wes of grape, {mt Jne Saxones )nis come to ]>i§ londe. 

]>o were among Cristenemen * }>is paynes )'us y menged, 

Jmt mys bileue ' into al I'is lond a inong men was y sprenged, 

Heiigisi seide tQ fe kypg, " Sire, l?ou my jte y sc, 

^< )>at ich am in stude of )7i fader, & J^i conseiler schal be. 

<^ Do al aftiir my CQl^U and )H>tt scIviU )x)ru me 

^^ Ouer come al JH foRi to 8o]7eich segge ]>c. 



Constl>iii 
Hengistl. 



nought 80 wel thenche, As 
hu doth of that mory word 
of that sely wenche. The 
kyng on hure gan madde so, 
that anon An 

' Pro, forto. * And knew 
his nycete, And grauntede 
al for felonye his doughtur 
his wif to be, By so the 
kyng kjrm wolde yiae the j4r, 
^ Sedomnibus unum comilium 



fuitj utpuelladaretur regt\ Sf 
utpeieret pro ca provinciam 
Cantia ab illo. Nee morOy data 
fuit puellaregi fVortigerno^Sf 
provincia CantioB UengistOy 
Sfc. Galfridus Mon. 4 This was 
a so?y cas Ar. ^ The people 
was -/ir. ^Katigcrn -<4r. 'i Sic 
plane in Cod, n astro Har» 
leyano. At f} ue in Ar. « The 
hethene thus Ar. 9 Io al Ar. 

« Sendc 



lao 
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'^ Sende we ^t aflur my sones ' Octe and Ebise^ 

'^ Jnit quaynte werroures be]?, and stalwoijw and 

^^ In }>e Nor)> half ^e( hem lond^ wherjKm wott by se^ 

^< ))at heo mowe bi tnene ]>e and \fe Scottes be. 

*^ ]>enne )x>u * my^t siker be by Son)? Homber ywys. 

)h; kyng be sende aftur henii and granntede al )>is. 

So {'at mid )>re bund red schipes heo ariaede herei 

' Ful of armes and of men, hefe was gret power. 

jfe kyng Mel ^fayn jaf hem lond, as Hengist bym bi wogbtf 

And Hengist euer mo and mo schippes byder bro^te. 

)h) \>e Bry tones ))is y seye, of treson heo were in drede. 

For Jx) lend was al mid hem y fuld, ))er fore J^kjng ' hecr 

bede, 
]>at he scbuldc bym vnder stonde, 8c ont of * lond hem do. 
For yt ne bi com nojtto payns among Cristen men be ao. 
For yt was Cristcndam, & in mony stndes me nnste 
Wuch was on, ne wuch was oj^er, ne to warn me mjjtetniaiv. 
Some faderes were Cristene, & jxi moderes bej^ne were* 
Me nuste to we)>er heo bi come \>e childoen \mi heo beie, 
\>e kyng louede \>e Saxones, for loue of ys wyue. 
And nolde, for al ]fe Britones, out of ^ bjrs londe hem dryue* 



■ Octa & Ose, Jr. * Maist 
Ar* ' Ful of trauaillyng 
men, thii was gret power 



Ar. 4 Fawe Jr. * Hit Jlr, 
6 This loDde Jr. i Thti 
Jr. 



Sejni 
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SeYNT ' Germayii }>e bischop to J^is londe com, 

For mbbileue j'at tjme, & to amende Cristendom, 

And prechede, as yt nede was, & faire miracles wro^fe, 

So )nit |>e Cristene men in beter stat he bro^te. 

And lieo a forcede hom" ]fe more, ])e he)>ene a wey to dryuc. 

* He nolde bileue here porpos for J?e kyng, ne for ys wyne, 

Heo for soke ])e kyng al out, & binome ' ys power. 

And hys eldest sone made kyng, ]7at hatte Vortimcr* 

J>is Vortimcr with gret power and god ernest ynow, 

}>oru conseil of Seynt Germayn, ajen ♦ J^is heJTene drow. 

^ Jh> sene ^cr yt was aftur, {'at heo to londe come, 

\)e kyng was, God i jMink, aboue in four batailcs, ]7at heo nome. 

AUe heo were in one jer. atte firste, withoute one, 

Catigen, |>c kynge's brc^r, myd hys men echone, 

Asailede Hors and hys ost, so jmi heo fou;tc faste, Reii-mi 

So )Mit ))is Catigen yslawe was atte laste. 

)h> kyng for yt bro)>er dep sori was y now. 

To ]>is Hors be smot anon, & among al ys folk Iiym slow. 

\fo }>is strong mon was slawe, ]mi so strong was in fyjt, 

Ys men bi gonne to fle * and'' fayn jmt heo mygt. 



Hon. 



' Germaja bysshop of Au. 
feroe, as ich ynderstonde. And 
of Treueros seynt Lup, come 
to this londe,. For mjrsbileae 
a mong meo, and othur here, 
sye, That me clepede Arriane 
and also Pelagye, And prech. 
ede the people, as nede was, 
and lisire miracles wroughte^ 



So that thurgh hem Cri- 
stendom to betere stat was 
broughte. And hii a forcede 
hem Wr. * And wold nought 
leue for the kyng, Ar. * Hym 
his Ar. 4 The pro f is in Ar, 
i The senethe yer ther af. 
ter hit was, that bii Ar. 
* Deest Ar. 
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l>e J^ridde batail, jntt heo smyte, was ry^ ' Tp the ae, 
)>er com )>e kyng injd js ost, and Hengist bym a je. 
)>f r was batail strong y now, and mest yt was Tp tiwgn^ 
Up ]fe kyng and Hengist, 'fat were so stronge beye. 



Pas* )x> stronge dyntes, fat heo smyten, grisliche yt waa to 
So fat Hengist bi gan atte laste to fle. 
He, fat neuer er ne fley, fond Jier ys peie. 
He fley into fa yic of Tenet, he no doiste a bide no 
j^et eft heo fou^ten in fa se, and by tide ^are; 
Ac fa Britones at eche tyme fa roaistrye a wey bare. 
* fa Saxones heo seye, fat heo tojp/d no leng at stonde. 
To fa kyng fax sende, fat fax * most wende bom to here hmdew 
fa heo were allc henne y went, here was joye y now, 
fa kyng ^e( ys men grete ^iftes, & gret loue to hem drow^ 
And let arere chirclies vp, fai fa schrewes a doun caste^ . 
And bi gan to make a muri iond, ac to lute wyle y t laate* 
I'e Deuel hadde enuy far to, J^at he susteynede Cristeadaoiy 
And in ys ^ stcpmoder herte ys woniyng he nom» 
So fat ' fa lu]>er wommon of poyson hire bi jKNi^te, 
And apoysnede fa godeman, and io^faf^ defa hym hroxte* 
' pis kyng, fa be sey fan de]>, ys kny^tes be let of semde^ 
And scliewede hem al fa wey wyder he schulde wende^ 
And ;ef hem gold and'' soluer, and ^iftes ricbe and gode. 
And * bad hem for fa loue of God, fat heo hem yndentode^ 



■ Upon Ar. * The Sax. 
ones sey, that they ne myghte 
a ycnst the Brutones stonde, 
Ar. JJVIyghte Ar. 4 Step- 
niodcre's bertc sone his In 



6 Deest Ar. i The kyng, tho 
he sholde be ded, bis knygfatM 
let of sende, And shewede hen 
of his Stat, and of his lyf it 
ende, And yaf hem goold At. 



he nom Ar. i The Ar. \ * Audaca autem Sf beUicoimM 

juvenetf 
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And ' stabliche holde to gedere, to sane ]fat londy 

J^at neuer \fe Injfet payns yt hadde eft an bond. 

* And ^ef he my^te libbe lenger, he nolde drede no^t* 

And wan it alles so was, |>at he was to de]^ y brojt, 

He bed, wan he weie ded, ))at me schalde ys bodi nome. 

And burie y t ' )>e haaene, wer ]^ payns come, 

In a temple 8wiJ>e heye, Jmt heo myjt yt fer yse, 

|)at heo, for drede of ]fe syjte, myjte sone Be. 

^ Hardi was is herte to hem, wen he wolde jmt )>ei hadde 

Drede of ys bodi ded, ' wan heo o line hym dradde. 

pet was deol & sorwe y now, )k> ]>is gode mon was ded. 

Ac no)>eles heo ne buriede hym nojt, as he hym self bed. 

For hem Jiojte y t nas bate a wille, ac, as hee hem by "pogtei 

In London myd honour |)is bedi an erj'e bro^te. 

V ORTIGER, ^ lu))er mon, )k> hys sone ded was, 
Underfong aj^eyn to hym pe fcyndam» alas ! 
For sone, lH>ni ys wyne's red, aftar Hengist he sende, 
)7at he t^ider to hym with * simple folk wende. 
For he dradde, ^ef he hadde to gret power an honde, 
\^i ]>er schulde a rise strif by twene hym and pe londe. 



juveneif quiet in debeUaHoni" 
bus iuii oiiare solebanty horttu 
baiuTj ut pro pairia pugnattm 
ies, earn ab kosiium irruptionc 
iueti nitereniur Galfr. Mon. 

'Stabelliche helde hem to 
hepe, fbrto sauy that lond, Ar. 
' And if he langor mygbt 
have' leued, he wolde bane 
drad ryght nought. But whan 

Vol. I. 



hit ther to come were^ be 
were to detb y brought, Jr. 
> At an banene, ^er the be^ 
tbene men yp come. In » 
tumbe switbe an beigb^ )at 
me mygbte bit fer y se, Ar, 
^ Hard An ^ As they a lyue 
badde Ar. 6 fjt iterum in Bri- 
taniam rediret; atiamenprivO' 
tim ^ cum paucis Galfr. Mon. 
o )h> 
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RcdHoi po Hengist herde telle, ]>ai Vortimer iras ded* 

He gaderede power y now, and sone nom ys red. 

And \>re hundred }fousond * men mid y armod be nom,. 

And mid al pe atyi ]>ei to in to )ns lond be oom. 

}h) ye kyng & ys consel wiete of ^'ys grete oompanjfe, 

Heo bi }>ou3te & dradde sore,- ^\^i" it were for tricherio* 

And na)>eIos be sende hem word a ^en in ys feloiiye, 

jmi in grct loue bider he com, and no )>oj(e no vilanye^- 

Bute for drede of Vortimer, ^ last be o line ware, 

Such folk myd bym he brou^te, for he hadde of hyra fere.. 

Ac wen be nas o liuo no^t, he bad ^e kyng be heiide, 

J?at be myjte myd ys folk ' vp ys lond wende, 

Bi fore hym and ys conscil, ^ a ccrteyn tymc and place^ 

' With any maner armc to fomle ys grace. 

And )mt * )k> kyng of hys men at iiuld wuche he wolde, 

And dryue ajeyn oner }>c'se )^ilke J^at be nolde. 

J?e kyng was h(T wy}^ wel ypayd, & sette hem Jh> day. 

And al ys owe folk, {?at Iieo come }>e firste day of May 

At Ambresburi, * for io of )iis }>ing som ende. 

To at bolde wiiche he wolde of hem, & jfQ optt a^ea seode. 

J>o |?is folk in eyj^er syde y war was of J^e day, 

In a newe muner Hengist I'ou^t }>e kyng & ys *• bi tray. 



' Men yarmyd -with hym 
he nom, And' with al hure 
atyr to this londe he com. 
Whan the kyng Ar. *niis 
com p. Ar, i Dccst Ar. 4 Lost 
he a lyue Ar. s Upon his 



oute eny manere armes to 
fondy of his grace Ar. < The 
Ar. 9 For to speke of thu 
Ar. rectius. Ei tamen Auc* 
tori magi's commodum^ for to 
do (I. c. to make.) '*To by 



Ar. * In certoyn An ' With traye Ar. 

He 
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He hette al ys knjrjtes, )yat myd hym \>eT were. 

fnit in ys hose stilleliche ych of hem a knyf here, 

And, wan heo to ' yis semble among )>is Britones come^ 

\mt ech of hem an hey mon in conseil to hym nome, 

And 8wy}>e fiiire spekc with hym, & wan he \mnne seyde, 

*^ Njrme)' joure saxes/' * )>at he a non mid ]>e dede 

Drow ys knyf, and slow a non al an on ywar, 

I«t heo my^ of \>e hexte men )>at lond make bar. 

)ns word was wel vnderstonde, ' so ]ntt ))o heo come 

In ey]>er ^yde to Ambrisbury, ]fo day )>at heo nome, 

And jfe Bmtones al simpliche in god pay* as heo vnderstode, 

And Hengist spek with )>e kyng, as yt were for gode, 

And )h> he say ys time wel, he gan to grede anony 

<^ Nyme)' jonre saxes/' and ys men ^ ]>er with echon 

Kypte heore longe knyues, and slowe fiiste to gronde^ 

So {'at heo slow ^ four hundred & sixti in astonde 

Of eries and of barons ]>e ^ hexte jmi |>er were. 

Alas i \pe deol to ]?is lond, ? wuch treson was ))erc ? 

Now ne kouj^ \fe Britones non Englisch y wys, 

Ac jfe Saxones speche it was, & )H>rw hem y come yt ys. 



oWre 
■exct. 



' The asiemble among the 
Bmtones jif^ ^Thanne a. 
non with that like rede, Ech 
drongh his knyf, andsloogh his 
felawe an ?nyirar, An ' And 
to hare day they come To 
Ambresbnry on althar side, 
as they the day nomf • Sym- 



pleliche the Brutones come 
for pees they Tnderstode, Jlr^ 
4Tho anon 'echon Kaughle 
out bore longe knynes, and 
slough tfaer with to gronnde, 
Jr. f Aa 4r Oalfr. Mon. S^d 
tbre Ar, cum Aloredo Ber* 
• Heighcrtilr. Vgnch^. 

o 8 Hengist 
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Hengkt anon ' mid ^ word * ]« kyog hente Me 
Bi ]>e mantely and anon to hifl fei bjrm ' caste. 
So ))at ))U godc men were y brojt myd treson to giood^ 
Ac some, )^t of scapede, mid sUmeS| )mt heo fonde. 
And mid staues of hegges, defondede bem a bonte, 
P<«iMu And slow of ))is Inl^er men mony on fai ^ route* 

JCiLDOL, erl of Glouccstre, ^ )>at a strong kny^ was, 

Hente a strong leuour, |iat hym a com at bonde bi cas« 

))o be say ys felawes ymor]>red so yilicbe, 

God cmest be nom to hym, and sturde bym barde liche» 

He sraot to gronde, & ly^licbe he ne jef stndL non, 

jfdi be ne brak bed o)>er arm, or som opa boo. 

He ne ^ef of hys lyf nojt, ys feUwes for to awrd^e^ 

So |iat be slow in ]fe place, er ys staf gonne breke, 

Sixti mon and tene, and wondede mony on, 

And ^t be of scapede o line for hem euer ecb on 

And ])e Iu)7er folk, \mi slowe ))us ]mi folk myd tricberie. 

' }k> ky ng ]«i bonde faste * y now, ^ rewlicbe be gan crie, 

^ And defoulede hym myd bendes, forto be swor ys op^ 

Alle here wille euer eft to do, ner hym ner so lo|>. 

)h> wende for]? pis \u\>er folk, and nome ' London, 

And Euerwyk, and Liiicolne, al ^ )>oru ph treson. 



' With that word the. kyng 
to hym caughte Jr. * Ei 
ilico Fortigemum accepiij Sf 
per pallium deiinwi G^dfr. 
Mon. I Raughte Ar. 4 That 
stalewprthe man was, Hente a 
tronchon on his hood that 
h^m com by cas, Ar. 5 The 



Ar. 6 Anon pro j now im 
Ar. 1 And so they gonae Carw 
with hym, forta he swor Uii 
oth, Al hure wille for to, do^ 
were hym neuere so loth Ar. 
• Town a4JicU Ar. 9 Witk 
tresonn Ar. 

And 
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And ' weypd' Wynchestre bi Soujye, Sc oj^t * gretq^' townes mo^ 
And robbede ^ueras heo vende^ 8c slow, 8c diide gret wo. 
pese were ' lo ! our fiEuleres, of warn we be]^ of y come, 
]^ mid such traison habbe]? ])t8 lond ]ms y Home. 

^ORTIGER, ^ oure fi^le kyng, \>hi lute was worj? }>o, 

As he it haddc of senied wel to lutel badde of wo. 

He flow in to Walis, |?ider he (iom sone, 

He ascode of hys couselers wat was best to done ? 

Me radde hym^ for ys casteles al hym bi nome were, 

Jmt he in som siker stude a castel * bulde J^ere, 

pat he myjte sikerliche wyte hym from hys fon« 

jm kyng* a god st«de ]>er to let secbe oat a non, 

' And bigan a strong castel of lym and off ston. 

And of quoynte werkmen let hym brynge mony on. 

^ }k> heo bi gonne piu castel»* al )>at heo made a day, 

O morwe, wen pel come ))er to, al dene per downe it lay 



■ Deesi Jr. * OmUta Ar. 
^ Oure olde fadres lo ! of 
viham we buth y come, And 
with such trechourie this loud 
thus hii haueth ynome. Yor. 
tiger this Inthur kyng, that 
litel worth was tho, As he 
hadde of serued wel, hadde 
mnche wo, And was let go a 
Ijue. To Walls he weade 
sone, And axede tho of his 
consaillers, what best hym 
was to done ? Ar. 4 Cum 
igiiur tandem iantam eladem 
intpexiitet VoriigiTsiw^ scm 



cestii in paries Cambria, in^ 
scius quid contra nefandam 
gentem ageret, Focatis dom 
nique magii suis^ contuluif 
illoey ju$$itque dicere quid 
faceret f Sfe» Galfr« JIf on. 
s Sholde rere, Ar. ^ A good 
pUuie'th^r fore let Ar. i And 
let bygynne a castel of strong 
lym and ston, Ar. * In He- 
refordshire yp the mont of 
Eirik [Cir Galfr. Mon.J ful 
high Was this castel by goo. 
ne, ypon the water of Wigb. 
Tho hit bygonne the castel Ar^ 
oS 'No 
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' No beter sped heo, nere jfoi werk ner so strong. 
Ye kyng ascode at cnciianteres, war on yt was ylong? 
*\>e enchan teres seide, jmitocn, chikle so^te, 
J^at were y gete with oiite fader, & )>at me yt )>ider brpj^s 
And slow yt, and mid )^ blode bisprenge wel here stooT 
And here morter, & yt scholde stonde )>enne anon« 
' Hem )>02te yt was euel y do, ac heo bi leuede yt nagt^ 
imrencto J^t in mony a contrey such a child nas y sojt. 

So jmi some ^ \fe rocssingeres to Kcrmerdy n come^ 

And * how children bi fore )7e ^ate plcyede he toke gome. 

}h) seide on to * an o]>er, " Merlyn, wat ys |«| 

<< ? |>ou faderles schrewe wy * misdostow mc ? 

'< For ich am of' kyngcs ycome, & ]x>u nart not wor)y a fille. 

^' For ]x>u "^ naddest ner no fader, ]wr fore hold ]fc stille. 

)k> ]>e messageres herde ]?is, heo astynte ]>ere. 

And askede " at men aboute, wat pai child were i 

^ He ne bod ncuer fader, heo seydc, \fat me myjte Tiidcr* 

stonde, 
And ys moder a kyngc's dorter was of J^ilke londe, 



' Euere more hit ferde 
thus, nere that werk so stroDg 
jir» * The kynge's enchaun. 
tonn seide hym Uio, ther most 
a child be soaght, That hadd« 
neoere fader, and thudcr hit 
moste be brought. And sle that 
child, and with the blood me 
sholde bysprenge the ston Ar, 
9 This thoaghte hem won. 
der for to do, & yut they left 



^ Of children in the strete 
that playde they toke gome 
Jr. 6 That other, «• what 
^' myschaunce is the, jir. 
"* Quid mecum conlendiifaiuef 
Galfr. Mon. * Mysdobt thagh 
me ? Ar. 9 Good men pro 
kyngefl in Ar. *<> Haddest 
oeuere fader, Ar. " Of tbe 
men Ar. '* Men seyde, he 
hadde fader non, as hH couthe 



hit nought, Ar. 4 Of the Ar. I vnderstonde. His moder 

kyDge'a 
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And wonedc atSeynt Petre's in a nonnery )>ere. 

}x) ]>e messageres herde |>is, joyful y now J?ei were. 

To )7e bayljFS of ]>e toun hastiliche heo wende, 

jfai he \)e nioder and ]>e sone to ]>e kyng sende. 

po me wiste wat ' heo were, me ae durste wUh segge it no^> 

So )>at )>e moder & ]>e «one to \>e kyng were y bro^t. 

pe kyng ^ bad ]>e wommon 45egge «o)7, «:)>at heo no]?ing lete, 

]?at he ne seide in 8e}>ne88e, ho )>at child bi gete. 

" My lord ♦ kyng," quo]) )>is o}>er, *< to pe sape i segge it J^e, 

** ]mt neucr mon ney me ' com, ])at y t bi get on me. 

^^ Ac of o ying ich wot, wan ich ofte was 

'^ In chambre mid my felawes,^ pev com to me bi cas 

" •And swy))e fair mon with alle, & bi clupte wel softe, 

^^ A nd semblast made (air ynow, & caste me wel ofte. 

'^ ))cnne weiide he foij), as in schade, y niiste how ny ware. • 

^^ ]h> he hadde y siwed me longe in {'is fare, 



kynge's doughter was of 
i. Southwaies 

Demecie londe, And duelleth 
and [/. at] Seynt Petre's 
church, as a noDoe there ^r. 
Adeo ut hod, sive had, j)ro 
bod repi^nerem. 

' They Jr. > Bet Ar. 
' For no thyog shold heo lete. 
That heo ne told openlich, who 
^t child was by yete Ar. per* 
inde ac si who idem quod 
how valeret. Illud tamen noto 
in margitie (ab emdem autem 
manuj voeiUam was a^ectam 



esiCy hoc nota (viz. '^) in 
tcxiu posiia. 4 Kyog, seide 
heo tho, the sothe ych sey the, 
Ar. 5 Cam, ^at hit by gat in 
me. And of on thyng ich wpte, 
whan ich al on« was In prloe 
cha^mbjes with oate felawes, 
Ar. ^ Folia octo in Ar. ex- 
cisa €$$€ deprehendoj in quo 
proinde de sequeniibuiy usfue 
ad hanc notam e^ (quam in 
margine apposuimuiy uipote 
ad quam iterum occurrit Ar.) 
ionge fysius quam in CotUc9 
Harleyano ir^ctaium psim 
Q ^ «' Atte 



# 
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*^ Aite laste in forme of moo ofte he lay bi me, 

*^ Ac oj^er mem neuer non, to sofv y segge it )«• 

)h> ]>e kyng herde ]>i8, grei wonder he J^ou^tc fiere* 

He asched at is clerkes, ' were y t to kue were ? 

^ clerkes seide^ |iat yt is in philosophie y fonde^ 

l^t \)eT bcp in pe eir an hey, fer fro )« gronde. 

As a maner gostes» wyj^tes as it be^ 

And me may hem ofte on erj^ in wylde studes y se. 

And ofle in monne's fourme wymmen hco come]? to. 

And ofte in wymmen forme }«i come}) to men al so^ 

]>at men clepu]? eluene, and peraatre in jris maner 

On of hem in yis womraon bi get pis child her. 

))o Merlyn haddeal ]?is y herd, to \fe kyng he sede : 

^< Sire kyng, wy dudest )k>u my moder & me bi fore ]« lede? 

<< My enchantoures,'' quo]? \>e kyng, << roe habbe]? )«r to yrad, 

*^ ])at a child, \fai nadde no fiuier, bi fore me were y lad, 

*^ And ])at ]>e werk myd ys blod, \fai we habbe)> on honde, 

*^ Be sprenged ]?at falle]) adoun, & ]>enne yt scholde stonde, 

<< Lat ])in enchantors," quo]? Merlyn, *< sone bi fore mefaryng^ 

*^ And icb wol preue bi fore ]?e, ]?at heo telle]? al lesynge. 

]?i8 enchanters were ybro^t sone bi fore ]?e kyng. 

" Wad s^ge je," quo}? Merlyn, ** of ]?is newe ]?inge ? 

*^ Radde je, }?at me by sprengede ]?at morter mid my * blod. 

^^ Here me schal sone y se, ]?at nc konne no god« 



' /. «« whether he might bi- 
lieve it ? Numj si id, quod mulier 
dixerat, fieri potnUset, m Galfr. 
Men. * Potest Sf interrogandi 
notadistinguiy nuiquodpk* 
nam sane tUstincOanem in Com 



dke eximio (utcunfue mdjmtsn 
inaftcoX^^^ridiMonusetlieniis, 
mihidonaio nb amico Uio erum 
dUissUno Richardo Grmoesio dc 
MicUeton in agro Gipueesiri^ 
ensiy rqperiam. Sic tfijas IM : 

Landa- 
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** Seggetti jne, jef fat je konne, wat ys bi nej» ]« groode^ 

'^ ]ttt make]) ]»t )x> fundement no stood none stonde. 

Jjei ne kou]^ onswere nojt, as it ys y wryte. 

«' Lofd kyng,'* quo}) Mcrlyn, *• ^ef ))ou wolt })e sope iryte, 

^< Lat delae vnder ])e fdndement, &: ))oa schalt bi vepe fynde 

«« A water pol, \mt haj) y mad, J)at Jjis werk ys bi hyode. 

Me dalf bi ne])e, and fond ))e water, as Merlyn hadde y seid. 

" Wat seggc 36 maistres," quod Medyn, « J)at jeue J*t 90I0 
red, 

** To bi nyme blod & my lyf, was ys bi nej)e now fere ? 

\>e maistres sete stille y now, ry^t as heo doumbe were. 

'* DoJ) out |)is water," quo)) Merlyn, *' & wen it is a weye, 

'^ ^e schul bi ne\fe jet y fynde holwe stones tweye, 

*^ And in eyj)er a dragon {^er inne slepe faste. 

Me let sone out of ))is pol \fe water dene castCj 

And fonde, as he hadde y seid. Men wondred ynow. 

And ]>o^ie^ (^t ys monhede to Godhed drow 

As ])is Yortiger and ])is folk token gome^ 

Twei grcte dragones out of ])is stones come^ 

» 

))at on was red, ])e Q))er wy te, \>o gonne to ^te &ste pagn 

Strong batail, and ])e fuyr out of )« mou]) caste. '"'^ 

80 t'at I^ white was aboue, as ])e folk y seye. 

And drof \fe rede al abak out of \fe put ncy* 

))e rede, as for sorinesse, by turnede hym atten cnde. 

And asailede ])e wyte, & made hym abac wende. 

As ))b dragones fo^te ))U8, ])e kynge hette Merlyn ))ere. 

Forte segge, ^ef he oou))e, wat ])e tokony ng were. 



LandaefUds, nt sanguis meiu 
diilliiiieTetar in ^aementum, ft 
quasi illidi opus constant Set 



dicite mkhi qaid sub iRuida* 
mento latet ? 

Merv^ 
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^tf^»* Merlyn gan to wepe JH), and bi gan js propbecie : 

" Awey i'^hescide, *')>erededragon! forysendegynnefito li jc, 
'* And \>e ivhite dragon schal in to ys holes wende, 
^^ )«t bi iokenejf ]fe Saxones, \mi )k>u let aftar sende. 
^* J^e rede bi tofcenr]? ^e Brttoncs^ and jonre kjmde frnt is, 
** l^t l^e Saxones schulle]^ jet ouer come, and here londe 

irynnc ywis. 
'* Grote watres worj'e}' jet rede of monne's blode, 
^^ Cristendom -vror]) y cast a doun, Sc chirchon jfat er stode* 
'* Ac jet schul I'e Britones som tynie ajeyn stonde, 
^^ For ]fe bor of Corncwaii schal beipe p\» londe, 
^' And )h> Saxnes hedes vnder fet trede, 
<' Mony yles Wynne he schal, lond and oj^er stude 
«^ Lord he vrorp of France, & Rome schal hys sturnbede 
<* Doute» & qnake ^erfore, ac ys endyng wor]) in drede. 
*^ ' \mi folk schal euer speke of hym, and ys noble dede 
'^ WoTp to hym a swete mete, f'at it con a rede. 
*^ * SiJ^e, ]ntt come]? aftur hym, schulle)) holde ^ seynorie. 
Ac aftur hem schal aryse a worm of Germanye, 
And I'e * se wolf hym schal brynge yp, ^ & )>anne rdigion 
And holychirche eftsone wor]? y brojt al a don. 
Change vrorp of bischopriches, & ]>e digne sege y wys 
Wor)> y brojt to Canterbury, ]mt at London now ys. 



' In ore populorum celebra" 
hitury Sf actus ejus cibus erii 
narrantibut Galfr. Men. ^Sex 
poiteri ejus sequentur scefm 
truwiy sed post ipsos exsurget 
Germanicus vermis^ Gsdfr. 



Men. I JEquoreus lmpU9 
Galfr. Men. 4 Detebitur iiem 
reiigioy Sf transmutatio prU 
mar urn sediumfidt, DigmiimM 
Londonia adornabit Doroj 
berniam Gaifr. Mon. 
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' A1 )>i6 bi fel afturward, as ^c schul * y hure, 

^|H>Cornewaile's bor» of warn he spek, |at" was kyng Arthure, 

l^at so wel huld vp J'is load, and ys fon ouer com, 

^ )>at jfora ys nobley van mony a kyndom. 

Of prophecie of Merlyn we noiinow telle no more^ 

For it 8o derk to symple men, bate me were |« bet in lore. 

Gret wonder hadde jmt folk of \fe wisdam, ^ai he seyde. 

Of ping 9 ^ to come was, and of his j^ong hede. 

}« kyng bed ]h> Merlyn, jmi he hym tolde an dede* 

la wat dep he scholde deye, & Merlyn \ns hym seyde. 

*^ ' Costantyne's sones -^ fur fle^ ^ef ]x>u mjrjC. 

^^ ^For heo jarke)? here schipes toward )>i lond ry^t. 

*' Heo bileue]) |iat lond of Armore," )>al )k> ksse Breteyn ys. 

'^ Heore seyles beo 8prede|) in J>e se, & hyder come]> y wis. 

*^ I'e Saxones-heo wolle]) a saile, & to gronde brynge. 

^' * Ac heo wolle )« in |>in owne tour sle''^ atte bigynnynge. 
* ]x>ru \>\ traison ln|«r mon heor fitder )K>a slowe. 

And" ]H>rtt )n trayson Saxones " into pis lond )x)u drowe. 
]h>u bede hem forto heipe pe, ac toj^in wo heo bep y come» 
Twei Mwwes '* )« be)> rp on, & )« ne wor]>nowI«r bi nome. 



4:9 
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' Much of this Ar. *Hare, 
as of the Cornyssh boor, that 
Ar* s ¥. pTO. 4 And thurgh 
\^% grete nobleye Ar* 5 Con- 
Itantyne's sones fuir Ar. ^ Ig^ 
n€mjUio,rum Constaniini dtfm 
fuge^ si diffUgere valueris 
.Gilfr.Mon. ^Forhurenaaeye 
hii araytk Uderward nough 
lyght. Tkqr leueth the londe 
of Armoryk. Ar. * And the 



sle in thyn owen tour Ar* 
*Hare fader and hare bro- 
ther eke ^argh thi treson 
men slowe An *^ Deest Ar. 
"Ferst in to this lond 
drowe Ar, '^The eometh 
an honde, & neithec the ne 
worth by nome. The Sax- 
ones nough destrojeth thy 
lond in the on ende. The 
two Ar. 

"For 



ISf Robert of Gloucester's 

'' For ' }>e Sazones destrayel^ ]^ lond in to |]d on ende. 
<* Ih> twei" bre]>reii in ])e opa half * vp {n lond wol wende, 
^< To awreke on I'e here heor fiider dejff ]^ ae tyd no paTS. 
^^ For heo wolle]^ to morwe aryue atto hane of Tottenajrs* 
^ And wen Hengist ys yslawe, Aurdy wor)) kyng. 
'< F^ys he wole brynge a^ejrn, & * chirchpn {nmi-alle ^ing. 
*' Apoysned he wor)7 atte ende, and aftur hym an haate 
<' Hys hrojftt schal haue )« kyndanii ]»t apoyndt^ivvi^ at(a 

laste. 
*^ So gret treson wor]^ among hem, ]»t aftur ]w ichol come^ 
^ Ac )« Cornewaile*s bor hem schal chaste some. 



ixURELI & Uter, )« twei hteptea corteys. 
With gret power a morwe arioede at Totteneis; 
]x>.)wty]'Lng8pTong, f'at heo comen attdasle, 
|« Brutones, jmi were helples, come abonte hem fittte^ 
|xat were to sprad here & }>ere, heo were )x> glad ynowj, 
' pat folk al so of holy chirche aboute hem fiiste drow^. 
]>er heo made Aureli kyng, & homage hym dude echon. 
And ^ bede, J'at heo moste vp ^ Saxones wende anon. 
Ac pe kyDg Aurely ]?er a;eyn gan ^ speke. 
For he j'o^te on Yortiger ys fader first awreke. 



' Hine enim regnum tuum 
devoBtani Saxonet^ 6fc. Galfr. 
Moo. 'Up the wolle^ wende^ 
To a wreke hure fader detb, 
the ne tideth no pajs Ar, 
sChirches Ar. 4 But thnrgh 
the boor of Comewaillt shal 



wrech of hym be nome jlr* 
5 The folk eke of holy Jr. 
^Consailed hym on the Sax- 
oneSy forto weynde anon Ar» 
f To ipeke, and wyloed ypon 
Vortager hb fiider Jr. 

' For 
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* For 78 herte was so gret for ys fader del> J^eie^ 
\mt he He my^t glad be^ ar he awreke ^le. 
Vortiger * jrs y flowe, for drede of hym yiris, 

* To an castel in Yrchenfeld, in ^ Est ende of Walis, 
A boue l^e water of Wye^ yp an hul on heyj. 

)« kyng Anreli {^ider 00m, & )iat eastel y sey;^. 
To £ld(4f, eri of Gloncestre^ he spek in ^k manere : 
** 4 Sire noble erl nym god ^me of ]?is castd here> 
^^ Were he mowe J^e lupet Yortiger wytye fro ]fe de^ 
*' \>hi ich in ys inoeward my swerd ne make a schej^e^ 
'* ]mt jB aller mon worst, jnA me euer aey with ye« 
'* )>e dej^ ne my^te be to Inj^ty that he schulde in dye. 
^' For my fiider Costantyn first he bi tiayde amys^ 
^^ pat sauede hym & al )«t lond from )« ' Picars y wys. 
^' Se|?)« my bro]ier * Constance he brojite hym to kynge : 
^^ For he wolde hym bi traie, and to dej^e brynge. 



* Adeo enim propter prodi* 
iionempairi illaiam dolueraiy 
quod nil agere videretur^ nisi 
ipium print tdndkarei Galfr. 
Mon. » Wai Jr. » To Ge. 
nor castel in Trchne^ in the 
on ende of Walls, Vp an 
hUle, that Dirty h^ht, >is 
caste! stode fnl hie, In the 
diire of Hergyn [Heryng. 
fordeshire^ t. Herfordshire, tii 
margin^'] yp the water of 
Wye. The kyiif tho he thn- 
der com, spUce in tbli qhu 
ner to EMolph, Erl of Gioo. 
cetre« rare se this castel here, 



Wher may hit this Yortiger 
wity fram his deth, And hit 
ich myghte in his hody make 
my hody a sheth. He is to me 
man worst to lokeu on with 
eye, His deth'ne myghte to 
lather he ]?an he sholde deye 
Ar. ^ RetpicCy dux nobiliSy 
ht^ut urbis mcsniaj utrum po* 
terintFort€girnum protegere, 
quin gladiimei mucronem ipse 
infra viscera iptius recondam. 
4rc. Galfr. Mon. i Pictes Ar, 
^Constans he made to be kyng : 
Ar. 

<« And 
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'< And 8e]>)7e, ))oni ys tricherie jfo he hadde Jiis lond on hoodej 

<< He mengede pe lufier pavns among ' j;oa in )ris kNide^ 

'^ * Forte holdc rae & mjn bro]?er ont of oure erittge. 

^ ' Ac oure Lord hap vp ys heuod ybro^t ys owne outrage. 

** For \fe \upex Saxones vndcr ^^e ys lupcr dede, 

*' Heo by nome iiy m ys kyndom, 4 ft ]mt was a ry^tfiil dede. 

** Ac of o \nng ich habbe deol, jmi )ns pajmsi )ml la]ier b^, 

'^ j^at he brojte first to londe, as je alle y m^^ 
pe noble men of pis lond )>us to schame bro^te. 
And pis lond, [mt was ricbe, wastede al to nojte^ 

** And al holy chirche & Cristendom habb^ y liroj^ to gronde 

*^ Fram )7at* o se to ))at o}>er, * a las! )>ilke stonde ! 

*' Now ^e kynde mon of p\% lond ^ cu)«]7 joure monhede. 

*^ And awreke)? jou of |)is lu)m meni potVL warn com J^is 
. wrcchedhede; 

'^ * And 8e})]« tume we oure bond yp oure o]>er fon, 

" And • delyuere ph lond of pe \npet men echoo. 

"" l^is folk myd god herte {>is castel a sailede. 

Ac for pe castel wes strong, here wille )h> hem faylede* 



C( 



« 



' The Cristeomen pro joii 
in Ar, * To pro forte t n ^r, 
s Bat God on his owene 
hcde hath toumd his outrage. 
The Saxones whan hii vn. 
derstode of his lather dede, 
Ar» 4 Thurgh gile and fals. 
hede. Ac of one thyng Ar. Std 
Galfr. Mon. plane tU Codex 
Harleyanus. Sic enim tile: 
^^Nam ut nequiiiam ipsiuscomm 
^^pererunt Saxones^ ejeceruni 



'< ilium ex regno^ quod newUm 
^^ nem pigere debetU. s On tee 
Ar, ^Alas! thehardesUmnde! 
Ar, ' Kyeth joor manhede Ar» 
* Deinde verlamui arma in kom 
itcs immineniety tfc. Galfr* 
Mon. * Del jnere we this load 
of lather ^r. ><> The folk with 
good herte tho this castel 
gonae asaile. And for the ca. 
stel was so strong^ whan will 
dade hem faile^ With qneyiu 

tise 



Robert of Gloucester's Chronicle. 



m 



Myd qQojmtise heo casteo fuyr, & barnde J^ castel wiihiim^ 

And ]>e kyng Vortiger was to doust 7 barnd )?er ione. 

And \>o mygu\e fynde8o)>| \mt Merlyn hym er teide, 

jfSLt ' heo Costantyne's sones fiiyr scbulde fie & drede# ^ 

\>o was Hengist sore adrad of kyng Anrely l^er, 

And nomeliche for ^ noble los, * )?at he faerde of hym er. 

For ]>ev nas in non ende of France^ ny in no lond l^er a boiiCe, 

)>at in joustes & ' tornemens echo moa gan hym doute. 

For jfet nas so god kny jt non nower a boute France, 

}>at in joustes scholde at sitte ]>e dy nt of ys launce, 

|iat he 4 ne schnlde a doun c^r ys hors o^er bo)« anon, 

0]>er j« knee scbulde breke in peses mony on. 

}fet fore Heiigist was a drad to mete with ys launce, 

Ouer Homber he fley a non, to wyte bym from mesdianoe > 

And casteles and cytees a storede &ste )^re, 

{ And in Scotlond al so ; for ])ilke londes were 

A lu])er recet euer a geyn Engelonde* 

For eche ])at wolde hider harm, )w myjte at stonde. 

* ^ Aurdi wiste, \mi heo were y flowe to hurne, 

He was glad, \faX heo were a ferd, & f'ojte be horn stume." 



tise hii caste fare, and brende 
kit with gynne. And Vorti- 
ger alto douste breode ther 
with ynoe Ar. 

' Constantyne's sones fuyr 
he sholde fle Jr. ^That 
men of hym here Ar. > Tour* 
uementz me ne hadde of hym 
jret donte Ar. 4 Nam si con* 
gresium feciisety vfl hostem 
ab «{iM> pr9$i€rn€r9t^ vci hutm 



turn in frusta confringerei 
Galfr« Mod. 5A1 toward 
Scotlond, ther his recettes were. 
For ther a luthere recett hath 
be euer to Engelonde. AH 
that hiderward wolde harme, 
ther hii mowe astonde Ar. ^ 
Cumque idAurelio nuniiaium 
fuissttyOudacior effectusyspem 
viciorim recepit Galfr. Mon. 
Ai in Cod. An The kyng Aiire- 
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He jarkfide jb est, &; siwede aftor hem fiiste THorpf 
And }k> be aey |» contieia, as he puaede fon^i 
Destruyde & bare in ecfae half| greldecd he niAde (oe^ 
And nameliche for chirches, y^t j cast to gioode yreae^ 
' He bi bet God aim jj^ty, ^ef he aehde hym )»o oner hond. 
To rere yp aj^en \fe chirches a bonte into al )Nit liMid. 
]ni Hengiflt isviste, }mt * heo come iowaid Seotlond, 
' He 3arkede ys ost faste^ a^eyn hem for to atonde. 

JJiLDOL, erl of Glouoestrey as he irende in ]fk ferhefe 

Toward |» batail, to )w kyng J^eae wordes he seyde s 

^* Sire kyng, for al ]fe dayes, )mt ich hane on e^ y go^ 

^* O day me wolde J^inke ynow to ^ libba with oate mo^ 

*^ jmt ich )>e luj^er Hengist in Batail roy^ meley 

'^ For on of vs scbnlde deye er we* )kiI batail lete. 

^* So ^ muche for ich habbe in myn herte, wan y jfet oil 

{^enche^ 
" ^ }x>n come to make pays, of ys Infer wrenche, 



lie hadde word, the Saxones 
were yflowe, Wei the more 
was his joye, the lasse was 
iia howe. 

' He made to God his a. 
TOW, to hane the heigher 
honde, Jr. *He Jr. <He 
gaa faste to greithi his oste, 
ayen hym forto stonde. El. 
dolf, erl of Gloncetre, that 
wende in companye Wi]? the 
kyng thuderward, gan to hym 
speke an hie : ^^ Sire kyng^ 
he seide, alle deles fat y haue 
go Jr. 4Lyue Jr, sTlo 



pro fat tn Jr. ^ tUmimi$eor 
noinque diei^ qum convenimms 
quasi pacem kabituri. Cuwu 
que 4r df Concordia agor^imr^ 
prodidii omnes qui aderami^ 
6f cum culiris interfecU^ prmm 
ter me solumy qui r^ferto palm 
evoii, Suecubueruni eadem das 
cccc. iJLxx. barones ae eomum 
leSf qui omnes inermes aduene^ 
rant Galfr. Mon* ? Whan we 
come to make pees, of hislithfr 
wrenche, That of Erles and 
Barons, that Jr* 



€€ 
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^' |mt of oare erles and barnes, bat so noblemen were, 

** Four hundred & four score * mid tresoa he slow J^ere^ 

^' Of hem ]>at * were al on war, & with oute armour were alsow 

^ ^ Now God leue, ]mt )w wreche ]fet of by t wene ys mow be do* 

)>e kjng Aurely ys feUwes comforted wel to fyjte. 

And al ys hope in ' Godesone dude & al ys my^te* 

As I'e ost in ei))er syde to ^ ))is batail drow^ 

Heo come 8c metten baldeliche mid god emest y now# 

Heo smyten harde & made mony a strong wonde* 

Heo schedde blod and slowe in ey)>er syde to gronde. 

Aureli comfortede )>e Cjristenemen a boutCi 

And Hengist in his ' half )>e he^eae menne's route. 

Ac ffe Cristene» ]>oru Gode^s grace, hadde ]« beter endi^. 

So )7at toward * Comeborw ]« hejiene gonne wende, 

^ And Yo Cristene aftur, & to gronde brojte y nowe. 

For al jmi heo my^te of take, heo nome o]>er slowe, 

)k> Hengist y sey )w Cristene men hym siwe so faste. 

And )mt he mpste nede tume ajeyn^ oj^er deye atte laste^ 

He bi gan. to ordey ne ys folk, & to batail ajen droW) 

* And in ey])er syde^ as heo dude er, to gronde me slow^ 

jwt )>e cry of ]fe folk, ]mt me slow, )w oj'ere'' bro^te in drede* 

Atte laste )w he)>ene men bi gonne hem to sprede. 



* With Jr. * Were an 
mywar, and marmed also. 
God leae that hit mote be 
wreke by twixte ts two. The 
kjBg Aurelie Ar. ^ Code's 
sont Jr. 4 The pro this in 
Jr. s Half also the hethene 
of his itmt# Jr. ^Cones* 

Vol. I. 



burgh Jr. i The Cristenit 
siwede after faste, broughte 
to groande y now Jr. • Yn 
aither syde, as hii dude er, 
muche folk me slough. The 
cry of folk }Mi was a slawe» 
the other Jr. 
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J>e Cristfene were ]>e bol Jere, " J?e kjng faste sette 
Forto comforte ys men, and slow a1 JTat he mette. 
Eldol, erl of Glouct*ster, al so in hys sjde 

* Arnde, and kepte ber and j^er, and slow a boute wydc. 
And muche hys entente was ' Hcngist forto mete. 

^ Heo mette hem attc laste, er heo J^e batail lete. 
Ow ! Lord ! ]>e dyntes stronge, f'at" were bi twene hem J'ere, 
*))at fuyr smot out of })at yre, lyjtyng as yt were. 
So strong knyjtes bojn; J>ei were, • & here herte grct was. 
Gorlois/ erl of Cornewail, ^ ]>cr foi^ com bicas* 
As sone as Eldol hym seye, ys herte vpward drow r 
Hcngist by )>e faclme by ne]>e he hente faste ynow^, 
And royd streng^e hym drow a doun, & lowde bigan togiede, 
** Cristenemen fijte)) now, of no}7ing je ne drede. * 
*^ God me ha^ my w iHe y jeue ; for ich hym habbe nowj^e, 
'^ Hym \i'di made al ^is wo bi Nor]? & eke by Sou))e. 
** Cu]?c}) now, |?at 50 ben men ; for J?e mastry al ouro ys. 

* )h) Cristene men to grounde sloW) }>o ' heo herde )?is. 
'° Heo ne fynede nencr mo, ar |h) ofer ware at gronde. 
Some flowe to hulles and to wodes, ]mt heo fonde. 
Ac Octa, Hengistc's sone, and ys power atte laste 

" Of scapede to Eucrwik, & streng)>ede ]>e toun faste. 



' And the hej'ene faste of 
sette, And faste comfortide his 
men to sle alle that hii mette 
j4r. * Rood, & kept her and 
ther all a boute wide Ar. 
5 With Hengis Ar. 4 So at 
last to gedere hii mette, and 
other batailles lete. Wonder 
stronj;e were the strokes, that 



Ar. 5 The fair smot oat of 
the ire, Ar. 6 And the herte so 
gret was Ar. ? By side hem 
com by cas Ar. ^The Cri- 
stene to grounde Ar. ' Ufi 
Ar. 'o And neuep wolde 
fyne, er the other were to 
gronnde Ar. " Askapide in 
to Ebracwike, Ar. 

, Hen^ist 
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Uengist was o liae y nomCy and y holde faste. 

\o \\a batail was j do, ' )>is Britones attelaste 

Nome )>e town of Cornboru, and }pet inne hadde rcste 

)nre dayes and ]7re ' nyjt, forto bi ]7eache here beste. 

J>e kyng lette* |>e wjle burje \q dede men |?ere, 

And do vnder lechecrafl bem» )7at y wonded were. 

]7e kyng ' lette bryng \et aftur Hengist bi fore hym sone. 

And aschede at eries & barneS) wat were mid hym to done ? 

^ Eldal, )7at bbchop of Gloucestre ' was, 

And ]>e erl ys bro]7er Eldol, was {^er bi cas. 

\o he sey Hepgist stonde bi fore ])e kyng l^ere. 

He stod yp & seide \e verdyt by fore alle o)>ere )7at })er were; 

" jef oJ?er," he seide, " fat J>er bef hym wol deliuere echone, 

*^ To smale peces ich hym wolde to hakke al one. 

** • For ich wolde Jk) prophete wyle Samuel vnderstonde, 

" Jwit |k) he hadde ])e lu))er kyng Agag vnderhonde," 



' These Ar. , * Cones, 
burgh Ar, ^ Nyght, as hem 
thought beste Ar. 4 Tholke 
while the deed bury there, 
And dude the to lechecraft, 
that y wounded were Ar. 
^The kyng let Hengist af- 
terward be brought to fore 
hym sone, And axede of his 
Barones, " best what was of 
hym" to'dbne ? Ar. ^ Eldad, 
Ar. 7Tho was, And the 
ferthe brother Eldolf, ther 
was eke by cas. Eldad seide 
tiie yerdit for alle that ther 
were, When he teygh Hengis 
ftonde byfore the kyng there. 



<< Theigh alle/' he seide, '< that 
here beth him wolde dely. 
uere echon, To smale pecis 
alto hacky ich hym wolde a. 
lone. For of prophete Samo* 
el ich wolde ynderstonde, 
That Agag the luthur kyag 
hadde ynder bond, Ar* ^ In^ 
tequerer namqtte prophetam 
Samueiem, qui cum Agag re- 
gem Amalech in potestatem 
retinuitsety cohcidit ilium in 
fruit a dicensy ** Sicutfecisti 
** tnatres sine liberis^ '*c/a- 
^^ ciam hodie matrem tuam 
<^ sine Uteris inter mulieres. 
Galfr. Mon. 
p « •* He 
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*^ He lette hym beW io peses^ and also be seide, 

^' As |k>u bast y mad monj ' wyf deolfal Ijf t» lede^ 

*^ And moDj cbild witb oute fader^ ft nonjr wif lofdles^ 

^< * Al so ich vole make to day ^oe sones faderloi* 

^< Al so ' ddp bi ^ mon^ ^t so midie wo b«^ y do, 

^^ So mony chibi mad faderles, dyjte)^ hya al ao. 

I^is word was for dom ybolde, )« erl Eldol hym draw,. 

And hdde bym wttb outc ]fe town ^ mid god berte 7 now^ 

And smot of bys bed, jm^ so macbe wabadde y do. 

Jx> was mony men a wreke, and mony mon glad al 

yis was euene fouriy ;er, jmt lie badde )>i»dom, 

Afiur Jmt ' be mid bis folc to ^is lond com. 

\>o wende ))e kyng.myd god ost to Euerwik anoo^ 

For to sle ^ Hengistcsone, and ys men ecbon. 

)h> Octa bit onderstod, \mi beo comyng were, 

He sei wel, ]mt ^ power nas no^t agt^yn bera )iere.. 

An * raketyne of yre in bys bond he nom. 

And myd )>e bexte of ys men ^ to }^ byng he com* 

*^ Sire," be seide, ^^ mync Godes al oucr come be)),. 

^^ And yi '° Lord ys God al one, as we to sojie se)?, 



' A wif ^r. *So wble 
y make to day thi sone fader, 
les Jr. J Do Ar. 4 With 
gret fiUe y now. Ar. s He 
ferst with his Ar. ^ Hen. 
giste's sone, Ar. ? His pow- 
er was nou^t a yen so many 
there. A gret cheyne of iren 
Ar. * Communicato iiaqu9 



eonsilioy egretsut est cum no* 
biUoribui qui secum adcrmniy 
gesians cuUnam in mmm^ if 
$abulonem in capUej if $€$€ 
regi in kac verba prtBientmoii 
Galfr. Mon. 9 A jethe kyng 
com Ar. 'oQod is Lord al 
one, as we a)le y seth^ Ar. 
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'^ ]7at J^os loble men to \fyn wiUe bryiige}'iii pis maneie* 

^^ ' ]wT fore ^ with * yeteies rvAevtong now here. 

^< * ]7at. to eche tormeiit) fnit je wole vs, ;aie we be)^ in fib 

place, 
^^ Bute ]>oa wok of vs tierc py te babbe and grace. 
pe ky ng hadde rew]« ^ of bem, & ys conseil bym gef }hi, 
Mom of hem rikernesse to ys jnral euer mof^ 
And of eche |7at with hym was, and ia grot destresse^ 
Bi syde Scotlood hem jef a place, ai ia wildernesse^ 
To. woqe inne in )>raldam vnder ]ft kyng euer mo« 
}>ese» and mony Qpcxe, p^iy flowe were po^ 
Y sei, pat ]?e kyng hadde such mercy hem do^ 
To hym heo wendc as prtsones, nind ' bedom mercy also* 
pe kyng al inon maner hem j;ef * mercy and grace. 
To wonc al in ' ]?ralhede in J^ike wylde place, 
' To vfTopc belc al )u8 lond was he so mylde po* 
For pe schrewes dude to jns lond M^pe wcl muche wo^ 
)>p al }4fl was y do, |^ kyng, ar he weiide. 
Let ordeyne in Euerwik )>is lond for to amende, 
And lette rere vp cbirches in al |» lond a bowte. 
And bischopes dude in heore power, ]?at *er were al withoute. 



' Accipe ergo not Sf catenam 
istamj Spy nni misericordiam 
babuerisy kabe nos iigatot^ 4* 
ad quodlibet suppUcium vom 
luntarie paraios Galfr. Man. 
* Thes feteres Ar. ^To (omisto 
y9,t) which torment though 
wit T8 do, we beth redy in 
this place, But though wit 
T3 pyte do, or eny other grace 



Ar. 4 Of hym, as his con- 
sail yaf hym tiio. And siker. 
nysse nam of hym, to seroe 
hym euere mo Ar. J Mercy 
bede also Ar. * Mylce Ar. 
1 Thraldom Ar. ' To wro- 
therhele to al this lond, that 
he mylde ivas tho. For they 
dude to al this lond suthe 
much wo Ar. 9 Erst Ar. 
p S Aftur 
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Aftur fyfteoe dawes^ \nd ' he hadde y ordeyned * Jrif, ' ' ■* 

To London ^ be wende, for to amende « \f&t ^t was amjs. 

He let amende al ]x> town of bowses \mt were a downe^ 

' And in ]>e contrey cbirchcs let rere^ and in ]>e towne. 

Gode lawes,'' Jmt were aleyd, newe be lette make. 

^ Londesy ]mt were ^ arst by nome, ^ ])e ry;t eyr be lette take. 

Bute ys wille al clene was ys lond forto amende. 

And aftur al ]ns to Wyncbestre from Londone he wende^ 

For to amende )>ilke' syde, & so & so to Salusbury. 

And so, for to amende more, to )>e '° downe of Ambresbury • 

Jx> be com to ]nit place, )mt ]7e beye men inne bye, 

]7at Hengist myd ys sexes let sle and by traye. 

Of ]>e morj^re be badde deol, & bi gan to wepe sore. 

He \>ope in hys berte, bow he my^ })e place " wor)»i. . 

For J>er lay so gode men, ■* yt was wel ydo, 

Y^ty for to defende ]mt lond, y morjnred were so. ^ 

Hys conseil be tok )k>, bow be my^t make ]>ere 

Some werk, " in honowr of hem, )>at euer in mynde were. . 

J^erchbischop of Walls seide ys auys, 

*• Sire," he seide, *• jef }«r ys any mon so wys. 



' Hii Ar. * Al this Ar. I \y this lond for to amende 



' Hii Ar. 4 Thyngi that 
were ainys. And let amendy 
al the toun Ar. ' Churchen 
he rerde in contreye fram 
toun to toune. Olde lawes, 
Ar. 6 And londes, Ar. i Er 
Ar. " To the ryght heires 
take. Uis wille was al clen. 



Ar. 9 Cite, and so' to Sales, 
bury Ar. «> Toune Ar* 

*' Worship more. For ther 
Ar. '^Hym thought hit wet 
to do, By cause, in sense of the 
lond, they were amorthered 
so Ar. "^That hii euere 
more after in mynde were Ar. 
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^•^ fat beste red J)e can rede, Merlyn )>at ys. 
For • )«r nys in ]>{ kyndam so wys raon y wys, 
To se^ge ^)?'of J^inges, |^t to coniene be}?. 

• Ne of quoyntes for to rede, as we al day y se)>. 
Merlyn ^as ]70 in Walis. he was sone of so^t 

Myd messingeres, & y fonde, &io]fe kyng y brojte* • 
The kyng made hym joye ynow, & ^ amon hem alle 
Bed hym telle of som ■ )>ing, ^i hym schulde hi falle. 
** Sire kyng,** quo}? Merlyn }>o, '* suche ]7inge8 y wys 
•* Ne b('}7. for to schewe nojt, but wen grct nede ys. 
" For •gef ich seide in bismare, oJ?er bnteyt ned were, 
^^ Sone from me ' be^' wolde wende }>e Gost, {'at do}? me lere. 

* jfe kyng, \>o non o)>er nas, bod hym som quoyntyse 

Bi ]?enke aboute^ ]>\\ke cors, \fat so noble were and wyse. - 
** Sire kyng," quo]? Merlyn JHi, ** jcf Jh)u wolt here caste, 
*^ In '° }?e'' honour of hem, a werk that euer schal y laste, 
" To \fe " hul of Kylar send in to Yrlond 
^ ** Aftur )?e lioble stones', jmi ]>er habbet lesge y stonde, ' 
•* |?at was }>e treche of geandes, for a qaoynte werk |>er ys ■ 
^ Of stones al wy}) art y mad, in |?e world sudi non ys. ^ 



Kyl«r. 



'That best red can ther 

of rede, Merlyn hit is Ar. 

* Qu^)pe non exitiimoy alterum 

in regno tuo esse^cui sit clariu9 

tngeniumySive infuturis dieen* 

diiy sive in operaiionibut ma^ 

chinandit Galfr. Mon. * Ne of 

qneynte tbyoges for to rede, 

Ar. ^ Among Ar. sThioges, 

Ar, 6 Nam $i ea in deriiionem 

nHe vitnUaiem profetremy tOm 

cerei ipirUmi^ fiimedoeeiy tfj 



cum 'dpus supervenireiyfecede* 
ret Galfr. Mon. 7 Deeit Ar. 
•The kyng, tho other [/. 
tho non other] myghte be, bad 
hym Ar. 9Thulke i)odies, 
Ar. «o Deeit Ar. " Hille 
of Kildar Ar. " After stones 
noble' and goode, that longe 
han ther stonde, That wai 
carole of Geantz, for qaeynte 
werlLbitis Jfr. 



T 4 
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"^ ' Ne )«r nys nothing, ])at nie sdralde ^ myd iticiiglye a dotm 

caste. 
^< Stode heo here, as heo dop )me, ^ ewT a wdlde fcole^ 
}« kyng « somdel to lyjhe, )h) he herde yu tale^ 
^^ ' How myjie," he seyde, ^^ sodie stoiies, so gfoleA;so fide, 
<< * Be y brojt of so fer lond? Scgft toed of were, 
^^ Me wolde wene, jmi in )^is lond no ston to woiche nere* 
*^ ^ Sire kyng/' quo]^ Merlyn, <* ne niafce no^t an ydd such 

lyxhynif. "" 

*' For yi nys and ydel no^, ^t icb telle )>is tyf^ing. 
<< For in })e farreste stude of Affric geandeg while fetCe 
^^ |nke stones for medycinei 8c in Yrlond hem sette, 
<< * While heo woneden in Yrlond, to make here hapts fxere, 
^^ |?er ynder forto baj^i, wen ]iei syk were. 
^^ For • heo wolde ]>e stones wasch, 8c pet inne ba|» y wis* 
*^ *** For ys no ston |jer among, |»t of grrt verta nys. 



' Ne ther is nothing, that 
hem schol4e ivith strength a 
dqnn caste Ar. * Grondei 
iunt lapidesy nee est aiiquis 
c^j|lu viftuti cedunt. Qui ft 
€0 modOf quo ibi poHii iufiif 
tirca pfaieam loeahuniur^ HOm 
.bunt in mUrnmi^ Galfr. Mon. 
'^Euere hU wolde y Uste^r. 
4 By gan somdel tp Imngh Ar. 
« Who Ar. Bryng fro so fenre 
lond ? And the meste were^ that 
«Mn wolde weife* in ]m Ar* 
.f< 7 Site/' qoath Merlyn, '< ae 
^^ taketh nongl|t aaydel <sa€h 
^ lyghynge. For hitt is an 



ydel BOi^t, that y telle of 
this thynge A^* «^^ ^^ Mer- 
linut: Ne moveae rex vm* 
<< num riiumf quia hmc abtque 
<< vaniiaieprofero Galfr Jion. 
'The while hii wonede hi Ir« 
loadS) io makf htm haftes 
theie^ Ar. ^LamkmUimmm 
fke iepidpi^ 4r W^ * i * isa 
d^ndebaniy unde egrmii 
curabuniur. Miecebani etieum 
cum herbmrumeottfeetiemikmsj 
unde vulnerMi ^emnnb m n i mr. 
Jfen eei ibi Igpie^ §ni 
emnmrt9 emeai G0tk 
^FwrHt^ieJr^ 



Robert of Gloucester's Chropicle. 

ft kjng and ys conseil ' rsdde )m> stones forte ietfe, 

* And with gret power of batail, ;ef any moa bein lette. 

Uter^ (}>e kynge's broj'ery) ]»t Ambrose hette al so, 

InanoJ^er maner name^ y chose was jier to. 

And fiftene ^usant men, )»is dede forto dot 

And Merlyn, for his ' qooyntise;' ^ider wente al so* 

^ Gynemon was ]nlke kyng of Irlonde^ 

}k> me tolde bym| ]iat l^is Britones y come were to ys londe^ 

A^en hem he wente anon myd * god power ynowj* 

)h> me told him here ernde^ he astynto and tow^. 

*^ No wonder/' he seyd, ^\mw Bietq^ne al day go tognmd^ 

<^ ^ Wao heO| pat jfet inne bepf sqobe foles be]? yfonde. 

<< Wo baj^y herd such folye, w^ )»er be in non ends 

^' Stones, J^r )mt ajtes be beo hyder sende ?. 

^ Anne}? jow ' faste now, and wy t^ ^O^i^^re lond. 

^^ For ^ beo schul not habbe here qo ston, wyle ich may 

wolde myn hood. 
Utor and ys companye redi ajeyn hem were, 
^ And a strong balail smy te^ & )ie Yrische to driue )wre, 
And wende for}? myd stieng)«, ]h> nomon hem no lette, 
And come to Kylar, Jx> stones forto fette. 
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' Radde tho the stones Ar. 
*And thst widi gret power 
•f BMi^ yf eny wolde lette Ar. 
iQueyate witt, Ar. 4 6wy. 
Bemaii, that was thnllLe tyme 
kyng Ar. ^Gr^fto god in 
Ar. sThe^gh BratiMis Ar. 
iThe moste foles of the 
WOTldSiofls ha betkylmide. 
Who saw soeh a folje fai to 
An woiUM ejnd^t Ston^ 



•ont of Irlond to Brataya 
seynde? Ar. *Seiie y now 
Ar. 9Hli Be sliiil hane the 
teste ston, the while ic we)de 
mjB kottd Ar. ^So ihi^t 
the Ifissk men hH oaercome 
there. And wente forth with 
•treogthe, timt aoman hem ne 
lette, To the halle of KSidar 
the stones forto fette Ar* 



/ 
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]>o heo sey ' )k> stones, beo wondred y now 

Of J>e teerk, J»t was so grct, & • ho jrt }>ider drow. * 

** X® jonge men," quo|> Merlyn, ** cu)«)> now joure myjlr, 

*^ How 26 mow ^ ))i8 stones best to ]>e ^schip dy^te. 

Heo stode, & bi ^Ky^te hem best, & cables fette ynowe^ 

And laddres,' and leueres,' & faste schoue & drowe. 

Ac heo ne my^te comc*for no^yng to ende ' m3rd'here wille. 

Merlyn* say ]>iB^ and lowy and bad hem stonde stille. 

He sette hys gynnesj as he wolde, & ^ys qnoyntisedade stille. 

And ]>e folk myd }k> stones )k> dude al here wille. 

And lette hem to schippes bry nge, & so in to ))is londe, 

Ac ]>er was som enchantery J^er to, ich mderstonde. 

To }?e • downe of Ambres bury • J)e stones y brojt were, 

A jeyn ]>e fest of '° Wytson tyde, as Merlyn gan lerc. 

Four hondred j;er & four score & aboute ]>e Unpe jer, * 

Aftur " ]7at gon on er})e com, y set )>ei were )>ere. 

Alle ]« hey men of '* )k> lond )>e ky ng lette of sende. 

Eries and barones and kny^tes " in eche ende, 

Bischopes and abbottes and '4 o})ere ))at f^ere were, 

]mt ]^ fest of Wytsontyde myd hem were ]>ere.'' 



• '>i8 pro fo in Jr. *Who 
Ar. ' Thes Ar. 4 Shippys 
Ar. 5 Of hupe wille Ar. 
6 Sey al this, Ar. ^His 
queyntiser caste. The folke of 
the stones the hadde hure 
wille an haste, And. hem to 
shippe gonne bryng, and so 
Into this londe, Ac nought 
with out enchaontemente, as 



y ynderstonde Ar, ^Doiines 
Ar. 9 Thes stones Ar. 

■° Wittsonday, as Merlyn gan 
hem lere Ar,- " Lege^ cum 
^r. that God on erthe come 
ifc. "The Ar. '»By 
euery ende Ar. '4 Othar 
soth y say, That sholde come 
to the kyngus fest a Witt. 
I soaeday^r. 

I* 
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))c kyng at Wy tsonday^ }k> heo come alle to ys hMe, 

Sette ^ crowoe on ys heued, and huld ' noble feste. 

* And alle ]>e foure dayes ]>e fest * be huld there. 

^ Biscbopes alsO) )?at delyuered ivere, 

In honour of )>ilke stude, )«re be ^jef ys ]>o^ 

As of •Euerwyk, & of Walis, & also of opere mo. 

Merlyn with ys chauntement^ & royd ys quoyntyse, J^er 

Sette vp ]fe stones ry^ so, as heo stode in Yrlond er, 

\fus was Stonehenge )>us ? y mad, )>at men al day sepy 

In honour of \>t noble men, \mipery buried hep. 

Jl ASCENCE, Yortigere's sone* jrs fader for bamd ynsy 
Fley into Germanye 'myd wel hasty pas, • 
pexe he gaderede folc of Sajcones y nowe, 
For to a wreke hym of hem, pat ys fader slowe. 
In pe Nor]? ende of }iis lond heo by gonne ariue, 
And faste slowe and '^ barode, and robbode bi lyue, 
pat word " to owre kyng com, so }^t he wende 
M yd ys power among hem, & heore prude schende. 
Pasccnce and ys men, '* )h> ascapede o lyue, 
.To scbippes flowe faste *' a;en, ech whyle hem pogie fyue. 



' A noble • Ar. • And 
fully alle Jr. , Held he 
there. Byssbopryches, that be 
held, delyaered there were j^r. 
4lniereahonoreiy qiUpoaeU 
•qribui earebaniy domeitich 
9ui9 iargiiur^ uitis obtequH 
fill, labarem remuneraret 
Galfr. Hon. ^Taf hem the, 
^Walisy ft Ebracwick, and 



othnr many mo uir^ 7 Furst y 

made, that we al day seitb, 

Ar. • Passent^ Vortigeris 

sone, tho bis fader forbrend 

was, Ar. 9 With full hasty 

Ar. 'oBrende, and robbede 

swythe blyne Ar. " To kyng 

Anrelye come, Ar. «*That 

Ar. ' '* A .ye, hying swyfh 

blyne Ar. . . * . 

Aboutc 



KO Robert of Gloucester's 

A boute heo wende by |)e se, so ])at to Yrloiid heo 
Gyneman kjng of Yrlond and heo giet cooseU 
And jfiB lond forte scheode alle heo swere aa ojf. 
For Gjneman was for the Stonhenge hidenraid jet wro)»« 
So {'at ]>e Yrische and heo mjrd gret power y wyi 
€oine toward yis lond, and arynede in Walis. 
' In )« town of Sent Oauid heo by leuede and aboate^ 
And forto assaile \ns lond. greyl^ed here route. 
Kyng Aurdi at Wynohestre to gret siknesse dfow, 
Gyneman and Pasoente wer glad ]>er of y now* 
A quoynte maistre of })e Saxones (' Eope was ys name) 
To Pasceooe wende ' anon, \mt God jeue hym achame^ 
<^ ' WhatwoIdcsV heseyde, *^)>ilkeniotttoy« mode gene fawe^ 
*^ ]7at ^ kyng Aurely bro^te of lyf dawe i 
'' ^ef ich myjte/' quo)) Pasceuce, ^^ such num fynde on, 
^ A )K>usant pownd of seiner ich woUe hym jenc waanj 
'^ And make hym euer ynder me mayster of al my londe^ 
^^ And jmi ich hym wolde myd trewj'e siker fiiste on honde, 
))is forward was faste y mad, now couj^e }>b Itt)>er man 
^ Langage of ]>\s lond, as" he were Cristeneman, 
? Andl'e maner of Bmytones, as he haddeamoog 6 hemy go, 
And |)e art of lechecraft, al to mnche }k>. 
His herd he )ette schere first, ? and a brod crowne al so^ 
And se]7)?e a monke's abjrt on hym he lette do. 



' Coppa At. * A non, 
God yif hym moch shame Ar. 
' ^^What woltthon," he sayne, 
^^ yiue the to his mede fawe, 
^^ that wolde kyng Aurelie 
*^ brynge of lyff dawe ? Ar. 



4 The laagi^e of Braloiies, 
as Ar. 3 And all tka ma^ 
nere of hem, Ar» ^Hem 
go, Ar. 1 And msde hym a 
crowne alio, Ar. 

And 
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And nom with hym spkerj, ' ]mt to fysik droir^ 
And.wende bytn to Wjnchestre quoyntolicbe y now^ 
And sejrde * ]>e kyngt\ ]mi he wolde hym to hele brynge. 
* ]>at folk was sone glad y now for ^ ^ ty)>inge« 
So wysliche he made yt & so wd, )>at me leuede hym fiuttc. 
]^ kyng in hy s ^ syde ys berte al vp hym castew 
He jef hym a luj^er drench , & )m> he hadde dronke yt so. 
He bed hym lygge & depe wd^ ]mt yt ray^te do bet hym do, 
)« kyng hopede wd * to hy m^ and lette hym hdie fastey 
And stille was with oote iioyse» & lay & slepte ys laste. 
For ]>e poyson in ys slep )>e yeynes so ^ jkifp sou^te^ 
' jmi it of code al ]»t body^ & to de^e sone hym bro^te. 
}« ^ wy le he dep» '^ ^ tray tour )h> wey awey ward nom 
Stilleliche bi halaesy Jmt me nuste wher he bi com. 
Ri^t aboute }e ky nge's de\fj in ]>e firmament an hey 
A sterret gret and fayr ynow, and swy)« cler^ me sey^ 
" O eler leom, with ovte mo^ )«r stod firam hym wd por^ 
Y formed as a dragon, as red as }« fuyr. 
Out of ]fe dragone's mou> twd leomes ^r stode |>eie ; 
»• Grettor tylde euene Est oner Fraunce, as yt were, 



'And pro that im Jr. 
^The kyng (that longe 
hadde be sike) he wolde to 
hele brynge Ar; Urbem po- 
siremo ingreiius^ obiulitobiem 
quium suum clientibus regii, 
if graHam in oculit eotum tit. 
venii^ Nihil enim - deiiderabL 
lius exptdabant^ quam medi- 
turn Galfr. Mon. s The folk 
Jr. 4 Tydyuge Jr. sSideal* 
so, Ui herte Jr. ^ On hym, 
Jr. 1 Thiirgh Jr. • That 



all the body hit oneryede, %l 
Bone to deth hym brougbte Ar. 
9 Interea nefandui proditor 
ilie^ inter unum ^ aiium ete. 
psuSyin curia nusquam compa^ 
rui/ Galfr. Mon. ><> This tray, 
tour his ' wey a weyward 
nome Al byhalues stillelych, 
me nuste Jr. " A cler leome 
fro hure com, bryght tfo gold 
pure, Jr.^ '^ The grjrttere 
Jr. 
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jfc o}«r hadde sene branches, alle cler jrnowe, 

And toward )?e Yrische see Westward euene ■ ]iei^drowe. 

]>o \>is sterre was y sej, men * wondrede y now. 

Uter, ]fe kyngeV broJ>er, myd ys ost }h> drow 

To Walls, to }7is strange men, to a sayle hem & fyjte. 

A drad he was ' sore y now of \>\b wonder sy^. 

^ Merlyn heclepude ftaschede anon, how he my2;te 'pet of be ? 

Merlyn wcp a non so faste, pat deol yt was to sc« 

*^ Alas !" he seyde, '^ pe deolful havra, pat ys endeles I 

** Alas ! ' }7at folk of Breyteyne, pat now ys helples ! 

•* Ded • he" ys pe noble kjoig Aureli }?! bro)?er« 

** Ac pe sterrc, Jmt mc yseyj?, bi to])onc*}7 a no))er« 

*^ Hye now )h)u noble due, pat pe batail were y smyte, 

*^ For kyng |h)u worst of Brcteyne, Scpe'' maistry |H>a schalt 

g?te. 
^' For pe sterre bi tokone]? pe^ and pe fur dragon al so, 
^* pe leom, ^ })at out of ys moup ouer Fraunce ys y do, 
** ]?at by tokene}? a cbyld, J?at povL schalt bi gete y wys, 
^' {'at schal wynne France & o}^ loudes, in J^e world socli 

mon nys. 
" J>e leome, |7at tylde Westward, a dojter Jmt ys, 
^^ ' ))at ]7ou schalt bi gete, and schal habbc sones jrwys. 



' Deest Jr. * Wondrede 
ther on y nowe Jr. ^ Swythe 
sore of Ar. 4 Of Merlyn he 
ax>ede anon^ hough faitt myght 
be Jr. s The folk Jr. 6 Deest 
Jr. 7 Maistry biyite. The 
bryght sterre bytokneth the, 
and the fury Jr. 'That 



Cometh out of his mouth, Jr. 
9 Thugh shalt biyite of thy 
body, that shal haue sones y 
wis, That kynges of Bra- 
tayue shul here aftor be. Of 
sorwe aud of contak thenna 
me shal y se Jr. 



C€ 
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VIA • ' 

** )7at seal, eche aftur o}?er, kyng of Breteyae be, 

^^ Of some bj^er al in contck, and J^is me scbal y se. 

l>e noble mon, of warn he spek, ]mi be * wolde be gete, 

Jwit was ]fe kyng Arthure, as je schul ywyte. 

^ U(er let al }>is be (for he ne leuede yt not anon) 

And wende toward Sent Dauid, to mete with ys fon. 

)>e opct were of Iiem y war> & ' jarkede hem in here syde| 

And ^ lette armo here ost wel, batail forto abyde. Bellm. 

Meo ccfme & smyte ]>is bataile, & faste slowe to gronde, 

In eyf^er syde muche folk in a lute stonde, 

Kny^tes and o];er folk, atte laste oure Lord J'o^te 

On ys Cristene folk, and ]fe ' maystry hem bro^e. 

For J?er was Gynemon y slawe, (pe kyng of Yrlonde) 

And Pascencc (Vortigere's sone) )7at so gret power hade in 
honde. 

And muche of here folk with hem, so jfai fowe ' atte nende • 

Alyue ]>er of scapede, ))at to schip myjte wende. 

And so ^ heo schulde Icrne, with Cristenemen to fy^te* 

For our lord wole among hys men euer cuJTe ys myjte. ^ 

To Uler of ys bro]>er dej> J>er com werd atte laste. 

Aftur ]>\s batayl he wende to Wynchestre faste. 



■ Sholde biyite, Ar, * U- . progredHur, Advenerat nam" 
ther, when he hadde hurd al que prope Meneviam^ S(c* 



this^ forth he wende anon 
Toward Seynt Dauidis^ to 
mete with his fon Ar, At U- 
ther (in duhio tamen exisienSy 
an verum protuiisset Merits 
nusj in ho'itesy ut coepi^rat^ 



Galfr. Mon ^ Greithede hem 
Ar. 4 Lete hem army swithe 
well, the bataille to a byde 
Ar, 5 Victory Ar, ^ Atten. 
ende Ar. ' Hy myghte lerny^ 
Ar. 

" 'Arst 
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' Arst was J>c ky ng j bar jcd| er he » id j^taT come }eKf 
Wiiliinne ]» place of )ie Stonbeng, )»U he ' ktte fere# 
For he letto ]f& stode halwe, for )>e gode cars )mt [a ifei^ 
And biBchopes and wortbi men jrs bodj Jider bera" 

IJTER, aftur ys ^ ^14^ def^, ^ crowne to bym nom. 
And )Hira ^ beye men ^ of )h8 kmd feog Jias kyndom* 
Of ]« dragon ^ he rndertlodi )mi y seye was on beyr. 
And of }Mit Merlyn badde^y seidi of )» sijle )Nit me seye. 
To riche dragones of gold be lette ^ make anoni 
' And at the roynstre of Wynchettre he offerede )Nii on. 
'^ )«t oj^er be lette bi fore hym here in batail wan be was* 
Me clepede hym Uterpendragon \ier ailnr for fiB catt 
|Nit" wasy Uter dragone's heued, '^ &!' ]Mit was to signifies 
y^t Merlyn hym clepAde dragon in hys prophecie. 
■^Otte, (Hengbte 6one) )>at lu)^er Saxone, 
And ** Eose ys cosyfi^ beo )'o^ of treson. 
I'e o|>i fiat to kyng Anryli beo swere by fore» 
Hem l^o^tej )n> he was ded, )^t yt wfs al for lore. 



' Ac er was the kyng -/fr. 
* Deeti Ar. ^ Let furst rere. 
He hadde lete halwy the 
place, for coorses that ther 
were, By thercbebisshopp 
Sejrnt Dobrice^ and other 
that were there Ar. 4Bro« 
ther is deth, Ar. 'Of the 
load a Teng the kyngdom Ar. 
#He gan by thenche, that 



was y seje an hegh Ar* ' T 
seid, thorjh sight that he s^^ 
Two ryche Ar. * Makie Ar. 
9 Atte hegh mynstre Ar. ^ 
The othar Ar. "Is, Ar. 
^*Deesi Ar. *sOeta (Hen. 
giste's sone) the latheie Ar.. 
>4 Osa his brother also by- 
thonghte hem on trtson Ar. 



Robert of Glouceiter's Chronicle. l^ 

Heo yofgfe, to do }>ii lond scbamei to Germany heo Beode 

' jlomt," 
{]mt js loud in Alymaine, * from warn heo alle come) 
Aflur more folk of here kynde, so \>2d \>er come }raowe. 
At ScotkMid faeo bj gonne, and fatte baftide and slowe. 
And so * fer}> toward EoerWyk ]>e contre ^ a doun )>ei caste^ 
And bi segede Euerwik, \fo heo ))ider come, fiute. 
1^ kyng Uter herde" here of, }>iderward faste he dro^^. 
To gedere heo come, and smite a batail strong y now. Beiiwa. 

Heo ' smyten & slowe in ejrther syde, )Kit rew)^ yt was to se. 
Atte laste * f^as Soxooes by gonne forto fle, 
And 7 yu Britones aflur, and slowe to gronde faste ; 
So jM eome of scapode rp moatey nes atte laste, 
And some in to townes, and yt drow to nyjt, 
So })at ' heo ne my^ no])er longor y se to fy^te. 
And Ye Britones hem wy]y drow, & |ie Saxones hem reste. 
Kyng Uter nom ys OMBeil^ ' ^at red were beste. 
Gorloys, erl of Comewayl, (})at wysest was y holde, 
And old, and niest hadde y eeye) ys red first he tolde. 
^* We mote," he seyde, ^^ be hardy, & stalwor}>e, & wyse, 
'^ jef we wol habbe onie iyf, and hoUe oare franchise. 
*^ Wexing ener b^ oare fbn bl water and by londe, 
^ hit, ^ef we«bjdeth longe, we schal hem not atstondfi* 



'Sooe^ Ar. * Of wham 
h& fiirsl cmne) Jr* < Euer 
to ward Ar» 4 Doun caste, 

Aad whan hii come to Ebrac- 

« 

wyk hy sagede the toun faste. 
Whan kyng Uthcr hurde Jr. 



sFou^te and Jr. ^The 
Saxones Jr, 'The Bra. 
tones Jr. *Hii ne myght 
y se no iengor Corto fight Jr. 
9 What h]un were do beste 
Jr. 



Vd. I. Q " Now 
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Ocfa, 



^* Now ' he hc}f al on jwar, heo wolle]' 7 swike by dnje^ 
^^ )?er fore * 7 ne rede in no maner pis nede lengor ddaye. 
<^ We schal bem kabbe now for nojt, 7 ne lede no lengor 

ab7de, 
<< For be be)) naked & on 7war» ' & to spiad wyde. 
<^ jAb consel was wel 7herd^ heo hnlde }fer to echon t 
AI b7 nT^te he wende for]>, and so^ out here fon« 
Some heo fonde ligge ^ slepe, heo dema7de hem anon. 
' Some hem wolde arme, ac wyle nadde he non. 
So }fsd beo slow \>exe a ]x)usant and mo, 
And nome * Octe and Eose, )mt wro^te al ^ )« wo, 
And dude hem at London in pr78on, & )iat was rewfpe soie 
))at heo nadde hem 7 slawe, for sorw ))ei dude jet more. 

^T ]>e fest of Estre ]>o kjng sende 7s sonde, 
])at heo comen alle to London pt hej men of ]ns londe^ 
And ]>e ' Ieued78 al so "^ god^" to 7s noble fest W7de^ 
For he " schulde crowne bere, for ^ hje ijde* 
AUe ]fe noble men of }An lond to ^ noble fest come, 
And heore W7ue8 & heore dojtren with hem moQ7 nome. 
jfia fest was noble 7noW| and '* nobliche 7 do ; 
For mon7 was fe ikire led7, )^t 7 come was ])erto. 



'Hii beth an Tnywar, hii 
wole y swyke ^r, *Y rede 
in no wise this thyng lengour 
jlr. > And y sprad a wjde 
Ar» 4 A slepe Ar, < And 
tome wolde haae armede hem^ 
but tjme hadde the non Ar, 
• Octa and Osa, Ar. 1 This 



wo, Ar. * At Ester the kTug 
madeafeste, & sendeahoute 
his sonde, That to London 
sholde come alle tiie hegh men 
of the londe, Ar. 9 Ladjet 
Ar. ^oOeest Ar. " WoMe 
Ar. "NobeU7^. 

• Yfcme, 
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Ygeroe, Gorloys wyf, was fairest of cchon, 
}7at was contasse of Comewail, ' for'' so fair nas ]fet non. 
l>e kyng by bald bire foste y now, & ys berte on bire caste^ 
And ]>o^tdy |»y beo were * wyf, to do folye atle laste. 
He made ' hire semblant fair y now, to non o]7er so gret. 
J^e erl ♦ nas not ]>er witb y payed, )w) be yt vnder jeU 
Aftur mete be nom ys wyf inyd ' stordy med y now. 
And, with oute leue of jfe kyng, toys contrei drow. 
pe kyng sende to hym ]h>, to by leuc al nyjt. 
For be moste of gret consel habbe som insyjt. 

* )mt was for noj^t. Nolde he no^t ])e kyng sende jetys sonde. 
pat be by leaede at ' ys ' parlcmente, for nede of ]>e londe. 

* JH) kyng was, ]x) be nolde nojt, anguyssous & wro]^. 
For • despy te be wolde '® a wreke be he swor ys o)?, 
Bote be come to amendement. Ys power atte laste 
He ;arkede, and wende (or]> to Cornewail faste. 
Gorloys ys castcles a store al a boute. 

In a strong castel he dude ys wyf, of bire was alys 
doute. 



' Deesi Jr. * A wif, Ar. 
>To hure semblant fair, to 
non Ar. ^ Was noaght a 
paid tber with, the be Ar. 
^ Stourdy mod Ar. 6 But 
al was nought. The kyng 
eftsone sende a yen his sonde 
Ar. 1 Deesi Ar. < The kyng 
was, tho he wolde nought, 
Jr. 9 That despit Ar. 
"^ Be a wreke, & that he swor 
Us odi. And bat he wolde 



do his wille, he wolde hym a 
gaste. So that in to Come, 
waille he greithed his ost 
faste. In a castel of that cost, 
me cluped Tyntagel, The erl 
let putte his wif that stored 
was ful wel. And in anothur 
hym self he was, for he wolde 
nought, Yf cas come hit were 
wonne, bothe to dethe be 
brought Ar. 
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In BXioyer hym self he was, for he nolde nagi^ 

jef cas come, ^t heo were bo)ie to dej^e y brogt.'' 

l>e castd, ))at \fe eil inne was, ]>e kyng bj segede fliste^ 

For ' he my^ js gynnes for schame to \fe oper caste* 

^ffthe was JTer sene nyjt, and ' be^ spedde na^ij 

Igeme ]>e contesse so muchc was in ys \>o^ty 

♦ Jwit he nuste non oJ>er wyt, iic he ne myjjte for scbame 

Telle yt butc a pryuc knjrjf, Ulfyn was ys name> 

Jrat he truste mest to. And jfo \fe knyj^ herde ^, 

** Syrc," he seide, " ' y nc can wyte, wat red here of y». 

^^ For ^ castel ys so strong, I'at pe lady ys uine» 

^* For ich wene al \fe lond ne schulde yt tay6 Strenglw Wynne. 

^^ For ^ se gcp al aboute, ^ bate entce on )M nys, 

^* And J7at ys vp ' on harde xoches, & so narw wei it ys, 

^* J^at ]>ei may go bote on Sc on, )«t fnre men with inne 

^^ My^te sle al ]>e lond, er heo come )>er inne. 

^< And no3;t for ))an, ^ef Merlyn at )>i conseil were, 

•* gef » any myjte, be cou)7e |>e best red )« lere. 

Merlyn was '^ sone of send, yscid yt was hym " sone, 

)sat be schulde ))e be&te red segge, wat were to done. 

Merlyn was sory ynow for }?e kynge^s folye, 

And na]>eles, ^* Sire kyng," he seide, ** '^ here mot to maistrie. 



rfHa> 



irf»«B 



aiMii 



' F. he ne myghtc. £^ tamen 
particula negativa deest etiam 
in Au * The Ar. » Deest 
Ar. 4 That almost he loste 
his witt, ac jut he ne dorste 
for shame Telle hyt but to a 
pryuo Ar. 5 Y can no red, 
what YS to don is Ar. ^ That 
y wene al this lond hym ne 



sholde a wynne At* ^ But 
on entrc ther is, Ar* *An 
harde roche, & so narw ywis, 
Ar. 9 YjEky man couth or 
myghte, he wolde the best 
lere Ar. '* Fulsooe Ar. 
"Fulsone, Ar. "Her to 
by hoveth maistrie At. 
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'^ \e erl hath twey men bym next, ' Bryjthoel & Jordan* 

^^ Ich wol * niake J^i lelf, ^ef J'ou wolt, ]x>ru art \di y can^ 

^* ' Habbe al \o fourme of the erl, as ]x)u were ry^t he, 

'' And Olfyn as Jordan, and as Brithoel me. 

]?is art was al * dene y do, ]>at al < changet he were. 

Heo }>re in ])e othercs forme, ^ \e selue at yt were. 

Ajeyn euen ' be wende for}>, ' nnste nomon \2JL cas. 

To \t castel heo come ry^t as yt euene was. 

I^e porter y se ys lord come, & *ys meste priuey twei| 

With god herte he lette ys lord in, & ys men beye.^ 

\t contas was glad y now, \o hire lord to hire com^ 

And eyjHsr o)>er in here armes myd gret joye nom. 

]h) heo to bcdde com, )Hit so longe a two were. 

With hem was so giet delyt, )iat bitwene hem }>ere 

Bi gete was ^ beste body, ))at euer was in J^is londe, 

Kyng Arthure )>e noble mon^ )iat euer wor)) ynderstonde. 

]h> \e kynge's men nuste amof we, wer he was bi come, 

Heo ferde as wodemen, and wende he were ynome. 

'^ Heo a saileden \e castel, as yt scbulde adoun a non. 

Heo, ]7at with inne were, ' ' ^^rkede hem echon^ occtsio 

And smyte out '* in a fole wille, & fo^te mjrd here fon ; 

So })at ]ie erl was y shiwe, & of ys men mony on. 



Gorloif. 



' BrygbtQl Ar. Briiahel 
Galf. Moo. * The make, if 
thaw wolt» Ar. ^ Haue the 
fourme Ar^ 4 Sone Ar. 
i Chaoged hii Ar. ^ Hem self 
as bit wenB Ar. ^Hii Ar. 
sNe wist» no mao tl|is cas 



Ar. 9 His piQste priaees 
heye, Als hyn^ thought, and 
let hem yn, & his seriauptz 
tweye ^n '<*They assail- 
ede the castel egrely, as he 
shqld douu anon Ar. " Grei« 
thed Ar. " With a full Ar. 
a 3 And 
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And \fe castel was y nome, & ]>e folk to sprad pere^ 

jet, ]]o ]>ei faadde al ydo, lieo ne fonde not ]>e kjng ]7eie. 

}w ' tyj^ing to ]?e * compas sone was ' y nome, 

]mt hire lord was y slawe, and \>e caslel y nonie. 

Ac^]H}\fe messinger ' hym sey ]>e erlj as hym ^^(ygte^ 

|mt be hadde so foule ^ ylow, ful sore hym of j>agte. 

"pe contasse made some del deol, ? for no soj^oesse faeo nuste. 

\fe kyng, ' for to glade here, bi clupte hire and custe. 

*• Dame,'' be seide, *' • no sixt )w)u wcl, }>at les yt ys al {rig ? 

^^ Ne wost ]7ou wel icb am oly ue ? Ich wole pe segge how it ys. 
** Out of J^e castel "^ stillcliche ych wcnde al in priuete, 
^* JKit none of myne men y( " nuste, for to speke with ]Kf. 
*^ And \fo heo rayste me to day, and nuste wer ich was, 
*^ '* Heo ferdcn ri^t as gydie men, myd warn no red nas, 
<< And fojte with ]>e folk '' with oute, & habbe]' in )ns manere 
** '♦ Y lore ]>e castel & hem sclue, ac wel thou wost y am here. 



' Tydyng Ar. * L, contas. 
Nam countesse in Ar, ' Kt^ 
ctiuSy y come, cum Ar. 4 Sed 
cum regem in specie consulis 
juxta earn residere impexism 
sent [nunciiy'] erubescentes 
admirabantur ipsum^ quern in 
obsidione inier/ectum deseru^ 
erantj it a incolumem pravcm 
nisse Galfr. Moo. 5 Y seigh the 
Erl right, as hym thought, Ar, 
* Y lowe, sore hit hym of 
thought, Ar, 7 Butyutforsothe 
heo nuste Ar, ^Thenne, to 
glady hure, clupte hure ofte & 
kuste Ar, 9 Ne seist though 
well^ diat fals hit is al this ? Ne 



seist though well y am a lyue ? 
Y woll telle hough hit is Ar. 
Potest tamen ne idem quodnow 
hie signijicare^ quo sensuplena 
distinctioncy non interrogamdi 
nota, est utendum^ id quod dim 
cendum etiam est de no in iexm 
tu^ quod idem mique now in|. 
lere queat, '<> Priuely Ar* 
" Wiste, to speke a word with 
the. And whanne'hii ^Uede 
of me to day. Ar. " Hii ferd« 
y wot as gidy men, with wham 
no red nas, Ar. « Ther oute, 
and haueth Ar. M I lost th« 
castel and hem self^ bat y am 
with the here Ar. 

^ Ac 
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^^ Ac for m J castel^ ]fai js ylore, sory ich am y now, 

*^ And for myn men, ]mt ]fe kyng and ys power slo^. 

^* Ac ' mj power is now to lute, ]7er fore y drodc sore, 

<' LciteJ'e kyng * ys nyme here, & sorwe ]7at we were more. 

^^ )?er fore ich wole, how so yt be, wende a^en ]>e kynge, 

^^ And make ' my pays with hym, ar he ts to schame ^ ys" 

brynge. 
For|> he wende, & het ys men, ' ]?at ^ef \fe kyng come, 
)>at )>ei schnlde bym pe castel jelde, ar be with stteogpe it 

nome. 
|x> he come toward ys men, ys owne forme he nom. 
And leuede pe erle*s fourme, ' & ]>e kyng Uter by com. 
Sore hym of I'Ojte ))e erle's de}>, ac in o]>er half he fonde 
Joye in hys herte, for j)e contasse of spoushed was vnbonde. 
)n> hp hadde J^at he wolde, and paysed with ys fon, 
To \ft contasse he wende a^en, me let hym in a non. 
Wat halt it to telle longe? bate heo were 9e]>]fe at on. 
In gret looe longe y now, wan yt nolde o]7er gon ; 
And hadde to gedere ])is noble sone, })at in )x> wpr}d ys ppre 

nas, 
}>e kyng Arture, and a dorter, Anne birp nafqe was. 



' Oure power jn now iyt«, 
Arm *Her ynne ts nyme, 
that were sorwe more Ar. 
'Ferst my pees with hym, 



Ar. 4 Rede omiitit Ar. s Yf 
that the Ar. ^ And kyng 
a ye by cam Ar. 
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OCTE and Eose, J)i» Iviper Saxones twey. 
In prison v/ere at London^ as ich ^a tolde, beje* 
Myd here wardeynes]^! spekon, so )iat )^ bo)> y wys 
Flowa into * Germaine, ]mt in Alimayne ys, 
And grete power gaderede of Saxones \mr. 
;et it hadde beter ^yho,\fai me hadde y slawe hem er« 
In Scotlond heo ariuede, and ^ werreden faste, 
And bamde & slow to gronde, & towncs a doun caste. 
jfe kyng lay j>o sore syk, heo were glad for J^at cas. 
An erl ]>ex was of Leycetre, Lot ys name was^ 
]>at ' strong kny^t was Sc god, ]>e kjmg hjrm by tok yt my;^. 
And ^ power of ]>is lond, * with \>e he^ men to fyjie. 
Also ys dojter Anne he jif hym to i hys* wyne. 
]?is noble * erl with ))e Britones a^yn ys fon wentebiliue. 
And fajt, and slow ^ iaste, and \fe bej^ene '^ al so god. 
Ac na}>eless })e he\fene folk faster a ^en stod. 
For })e Brutones nolde fbr prude aftar \fe e^l do. 
For he nas not kyng, & )7er fore I'e worse hem " com to. 
]>o ]>e ti)7ing com to J^e kyng, ]>Bi '* heo so feblicho spedde. 
He was so sori and so wro^, ]^at he ney awedde. 



' Octa and Osa, the luthere 
Saxones tweye^ Ar, ^GeN 
manie Ar. > Y be, they hadde 
be queld ere At. 4 Werrede 
swlthe faste, Ar. s Stale, 
worth man was & good, the 
kyng toke hym his myght, 
Ar. * With hethene men Ar. 
1 J)eest Ar. * £rl a yenst the 



Saxones wende forth as blyue, 
Ar. 9 SM^worlhly, 9mA 
Ar. 'o Also good. For tfl% 
hethena men strengert eaer 
with stood. The BnvtoiiaB 
eke for pmyte nought for the 
Erl do Ar. " Cam to Ar. 
"Hii Jfr. 



Bi 
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Bi fivre kym he lette brynge ys men, & bt gan hem faatebtauiie> 

]%t beo for keore prude brojte Yin lend to scharoe. 

I^ider he seide he -wolde hy m self, }wi j he ne my3te on fote, go, 

2;ef any horsbere wold him here, to ¥nrdce bym of y%to* 

Myd god wille he wende forp in an borse bere, 

' And js folc for]> with hy m, )?at \>e balder for hyitai were. 

]fe Saxones were so prowde, |nt ]» kyng com so^ 

jmi* ynne])e heo wolde^ armcs oft hem do. 

For heo seide, it were scbame, ^t we y armed weie. 

' Nys be more ^an half ded y bid in a, here ? 

)>e kyng ^ set vp ys bcite hye» 8a ordeyned ys men fasto. 

]?e Saxones ' he asailede, ^nd to gronde caste. 

So ]»t sooe dayes hem of ^ ]>ope here prute, 

^t heo of ]ft noble moo )« kyng tolde so i lute. 

For )ier was ^ Otto yskwci and yscQsyn Oeae also, , Ocdsia 

Oct«« 

And so yt badde be betoi, )mt me badde cr y do. 

}>e Saxones, )»t mjjte fle, bi gonne to fle fiisto. 

j>us * JTe same dede kyng coujie hem agaste. 

i< *^ Lo/' he seide, ^* }?ei clepude me sam ded kyng some, 

*^ And ;et ich habbe leuer sam ded hem ouercome, 

^^ {^an hoi and sond be ouercome ; and leuer al so me ys 

*' For to dye myd honour, ))an " libbe in scharoe y wys. 



>The folk, tiMt wende 
fbrtk with hjrm, tiie bolder for 
hym wew Jr. • Unnedie for 
hure phite hii wotde Ar. 
* He Is more than Ar. 4 His 
herte sett an h jgh, k ordenyd 
Vh folk foste Ar. i Hii asail- 
iede, and sloDgh fo gronde 
faste Ar. • Thought al hnre 



gret prayte. That hii of the 
noble man Ar, t Lvyte Ar. 
* Octa y slttwe, and Osa also, 
Ar. » The half dede Ar. Se. 
mimortuuf GalAr. Mon. *<> ** Lo 
^< half dede kyng,'^ be sede, 
^^ ye clnpeth me somme, Yut 
^^ haue y leuer half dede hem 
^ ouercome, Ar. "Lyue, Ar. 
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' \fe Saxones * yrere )>o ouercome, ac beo ne leaede ^et DOjt 
Heorie schrewede dedc, a& to wro})e hele wer heo to d^ 7 

brojt. . 
For heore ost euer wax hem com euer mo and mo. 
Bo)« bi Est and bi Nor]^ ]>ei dode ' mochel wo. 
fe k^ng wolde a^en hem wende, ac he no mostefor ys coiiieil« 
For })e ^ feblor wel he was for ]fe o]fer traoail. 
jfe Saxones hem hadde jmad in Jns lond jrwys 
Kynges in )^re ' studes, jfai al to on j comen ys. 
Hengist ^ was first kyng of ^ Keng, & Elle in Soojisex^ • 
And sep])e last wast Certyk kyng of Westsex. 
For he and Kenryk ys sone come vp at samemoujiey 
And sc]>\>e a duk, \fSLt hatte Port, com yp at PortesmowJ^e. 
Yt was as * in ;ere of grace ]mi God was bore, ich wene, 
])at Certik com first, four hundred ^er & four score & tene» 
Kyng he was of West sex, and ys o&pryng al so, 
And atte laste ydke kynde al J^e o)>er wan ]« to. 
For Port, J^ike grete duk, com yp here by Sou]^» 
Me clepu]' * yt," ^r he first com rp, aflur bym Porfes* 

mowj'e. 



' The Saxones tho were 
oaercome, that hii by left hit 
poiigbt. Hure sherewed herte 
heni wrotber bele to deth for. 
sot h brought, fterwar eft 
the Saxones ost wax ener mo 
and mo Ar* * Delicti autem 
SaxoneSf non idcirco a malu 
iitt sua destfterunty sed aquu 



ionares provincias ingreaiy 
pcpuios ineessanier infeHm- 
bant Galfr. Men. • Gret Ar. 
4 Feblor he was tho for his 
erst trayayll Ar. iStedfsi, 
that come to on now is Ar* 
^Farst was kyng in Kent, 
and EUe Ar. 1 Siq. Mp 
the yer Ar. 9 D^esi Ar^ 

)>us 
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\fVLs were ' heof in werre and * wo ymenged \fe Saxones^ 

Som tyme aboue * Af some tyme by nej?e, * here myd \fe. 

Britones. 
Ac al aboue * neuere hii nere ar aftur ]>e kyng Artore. 
* Ac 8a))}>e hii wonne al clene ont, as ^e solle here aftur huie. 
Uter, J>e gode kynge, (oC wan we speke by yore,) 
' Was feble after )«t he was in ]>e hors bere y bore, 
pat he moste vor feblesse nede'' faolde hym stylle, 
^ J^er yore ^ lu]«r Saxons '^ io muche adde her wylle. 
" And^ute ]>o hyy ne myjieliym se, " hyy ]H)jte wyt trayson 
In some manere hym brynge of lyue, opet wjp pojrson. 
Hiy sende her feble messagers in pouere monne wede, 
liat at doles in \fe court her mete myd o})ere bede. 
Hii aspyed in \fe court ouer al of )>ynges alle. 
So JhiI hyi ynder ^ete '* an welle, ney ]>e halle, 
Of wat ^ kyng ofte drone* yor he ne drone in such cas 

Lutyl opet pyng bote ]fere of, yor pe wadyr so cold was. 

Wanne he drone ekyn wyn, ])eraroong yt was ydo. 

And me made metes in \fe court myd )>nlke water al so. 



' Deest Ar. ' Id wo men. 
ged Jr. 3 De€tt Ar. 4 A- 
mong the Ar. s Where hii 
neuere er after Ar. ^ fiat 
after hjnn hii wonne al clene, 
as ye shul after hure Ar. 
1 Wham Ar. < Can iaste for 
to feble an horse beere y bore. 
So that he moste for feblesse 
nedes Ar. 9Ther fore Ar. 
■•To muche Ar. " yut 
(omUso and) tho they ne Ar. 
*^ Hii thoughte in treson For 



1 



to brynge hym to deth with 
som maner poyson. Hii sende 
fele messageres in poure men- 
ues wede, Ar. '^.A well, 
negh the kynge's halie, Of 
which the kyog ofte dronk. 
For in thb like cas Litel 
othur thyng he dronk, bat 
water that cold was. Whaane 
he dronk also any wyne, ther 
on hit was y do. And meU 
me made in the court of thnik 
welle also Ar. 
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]h> ^ trayton yt vnder j;ete» hii ' ^ yenyroede wy]^ ymie 

]^ wdle about in eche syde * myd ber lujicr gyooe. 

^t )« water, \fsA jferof conij poyson was ' wel strong. 

)« kyng was soae apoysond, ^]h> he ]>erof dronc> 

A9 mo ]7aa an hondred of hys men, ar me wyste were of yt com- 

Moclie ssame were bii war]>ei l^at dtjljf such ' suyke. dom. 

fkip bym sede Merlyo er, ]yat ho solde )x>ru puysoD deye* 

)^ chere men of londt po hii ded hym yseye^ 

Deol & EKowe hii made ynou, ac }io )w nas ojJFer rody 

Hii let hym beburye by ys htopet^ as he bym sulf bede« 

^ Atte mynystie of Ambysbuie, at Stoneheng y wys* 

Wel a;te ^ ]»t he be wttr]>e stode, peX such sepulture ys. 

ArTURE, ' Uter sone, (of wan we tolde by uore,} 
Ye abbyth y hurd hou he was bygete S^ ybore* 
]h> ))ys hyag was ))us ded, pe beye men aUe come 
Of }fe lond to 9 Cylycestre^ and eonseyl petof nome \ 
Yor to make hem a kyng« '® Yor iiede horn drof J'erlo* , 
Yor the Saxons wuste, psA )>e kyng was ded so. 



' Fomiem namqim aggrew 
4uni nephandi prodiioresy ip^ 
sumque cffiectrunt iMtmnoy iia 
ui manam aqua Uta comHm^ 
pHur Galf. Mon. « With 
hor« enoenymouse gynne Ar, 
I Full Jr. 4 Whsn he Ar. s 
Swikeldom. So hym seyde 
Merlyn cr he skolde thurgh 
poyson deye. The hegh men 
of the lond, tho hii his deth y 
scye, Ar. ^BfuAib the toaq 



cIL Ambfesbary, at Stoohfn§» 
ywis^r. i That bo a worth! 
stode, ther aocb stpultase is 
Ar* f Uthoie's sone, (of 
wham) Ar^ ^ » Cflchestso Ar. 
^ Urgebat enim eot nacgisHaf. 
ficia, audUo pradicH r€gis 
MiUy Saxonei coneiva «iio' 
€m Ghrmania kivit^germmiy 4r 
(rfUce Colgrino ipi0§ eatermi. 
noro niUboMur GaUr* l4oi|« 

Hii 
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Hii sende uorthe to Alymayne after more poer blyae. 

And )>ogte pjfB Brutoos al dene of londe dryoe. 

So ]>at kit adde y wonne al clene )>at Nor)) bndei 

Fram Homber to Cataneys^ & adde al in ber honde. 

Artnr was )h> ^eng mon of vyfiene ;ere TaneJ^e, 

And 2;ut al {^at londe made ' hynii after ys feder's de^f 

And * began suoa eke er such man vorto be^ 

]7at menessoUe in none londe ys per nonr yse. 

So large be was & so hende, & * al" so de bonere ; 

So bardy and so gentyl, and of so vayr manere. 

^ \fo so muche fbic to kym come, ' of kyn^^tys jong Sc oldey 

jmi be * nadde no^t wd ware wyth such meyne up to holde. 

Ac ^ ys berte was enere god, ^ong |?ey be were, 

* Vor he ^cigte of \fe Saxbns ys spence vp arere. 

He bygan |h> wel sone to aiere ys baner* 

Yor ys prowesse he adde sone gret folc and poer. 

He wende toward Euerwyk * myd vayr '^ copanye y non. 

]>o })e Saxons hyt vnder ^etCi )7at he f^uderward diou. 

Of Scottesy and of PycaiS) and of kym salue hii nomct 

Gret poer f noa and strong, and ajen hym come. 



■*«Ma**«ta 



Tkanae bypui sack a 
to be^ That me. aiygbte in 
Bon lend* no wkar bii per se 
Ar^ s Ikeit Ar. 4 AnA so 
At. s Of yoi^^t and of old#, 
Ar. ^ Hadde tnnetbe wkar- 
with saoh a meyaa holde Ar. 
^Ankiitu$ rtrg0y q¥im in iUQ 



frobUat largUaiem^omUubtu 
turyitaiuUSaxones inquietare^ 
lit e^rum apUmSy qua ei fiu 
mulabiUwry dHarei famHiam 
Galfr. Moa. ' And eoere he 
thoghte of the Saxones his cK$« 
penses rer« Ar. 9 With gret 
power y aogh Ar. ** Sic. 

'fer 



168 



Robert of Gloucester's Chronicle. 



' J«r was sla^t in ey)«r half, none mercy }fet nas« 

Ac kyng Arture atte laste (as God wolde) abone was. 

And 8y wcde into Euerwyk * Colgrym her cheuenteyn^ 

And bym, ]h> he was wy)>ynne, bysc^ed ' myd al yt many* 

Baldulf, Colgryroe's bro])eF, syx Jwuaend men myd him nom 

And, ys broj^er vorto help, toward Euerwyk com. 

^ So he was fram Euerwyk aboute ^ an ten myle. 

He * at stunte, & Jxi^te, )iat he wolde myd gyle 

Up ]>e kyng Arture come anonywar by ny^te. 

And so him and al ys folc ssende, jyf he mytte. 

^ kyng was ^ )>erof y war, he {xy^te to do bote. 

Myd syx hondred kyn;tes, & ' )>re Jwusend men ' auote, 

Cadour, eri of Cornwayle, a^en bym he sende, 

^ )7at ajeu bym come anon y ware, by awey )mU he wende. 

And slou and vere woondede, and monye hto^e to d^^. 

So })at \>ys " Baldulf of scapede alyue rnn^. 

\^e wyle '* )7at" ]« kyng Arture biseged Euerwyk, 

Me iolde bym of a gret doc, " ^ bet TheUryky 

]?at out of Alemayne com "^ in to Soothmde so 

*' Myd syx hondred syppuol kynjtys, & al ]« atyl J^er to. 



' Ther was slaughter gret 
y nogh, and mercy lite ther 
was Ar. « Colgryn Jr. 
9 With his myght and mayn. 
Bathulf Colgryne's brother, 
jtr. 4 And tho he was jtr, 
s A jtr, * Astynte, Ar. i Her 
of y war, and tboghte lier of 
do bote. With six ^r. 'Foare 
Jr. Sedut Codex noiter Harm 
le^anus in GMr.Mon. 9Afote, 



Jr. *" An m ywar to fklla 
on bym, by weye as hii wande. 
The Eri brak rp his bassh. 
mentf & broghte manyoQ to 
dethe Jr. " like BathnU 
ascapede a lyne ynnethe Jr. 
'* Deeii Jr. •« Me clnpede 
Cheldiyk, Jr. •« To Scot, 
londe tho Jr. -*With VL 
hundred shupfull of men, and 
hure atyr ther to. That was 

power 
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\)ere .was so gret poyr in to an londe y lad. 

\>o ]>e kyngy's conseyl waste J^ys, byt was som dele adrad. 

j>e kyng Arture liii radde anon, to London vorte wende. 

To nyme ]fet ys conseyl, wuch were best ^ende, 

Leste such poer come ?p hynii and hym ssende. 

]>e kyng dude aftur her rede, and to Londone wcnde. 

\>ere he hulde ys Parlement, wat were best to done. 

' )h) * ]mt he and ys conseyl at one red were sone. 

' )>o ]mt to ]>e lasse Brutayne \>e kyng sone sende 

To Howwel, kyng of ^c lond, ]7at he to hym wende 

To heipe hym in such nede, and that hym vnderstode 

pat kunde yt wolde pat he dude, yor hii were of one blode. 

l>e kyng Arture's syster's sone ]>ys kyng Howwel wasi 

^ And )>e kyngys sone of lasse Brytayne, & none nerer kunde 

])er nas4 
]>o ]>e messager wy]> }>e tydyng to kyng Howwel com, 
Hys conseyl wel hastelyche in such nede he nome, 
Yor to helpe ys ' neueu, and ys kynedom. 
* Myd yyilene )H>u8end kynjtes into jfys londe he com. 



poller wonder gret to on 
londe y ladde* Tho the kyng 
hurde this, he was somdel a 
dndde. The kyoge's counsail 
radde hym a non, to London 
forto wende. To counsaiJle 
hogh he myght best his ene. 
myes a shende Ar. 

'So that Ar, * Communitan* 
dem QiMentu illato. mittuntur 
Armoricam nuncii ad r^gem 



Hoelumy qui ei calamiiaiem 
BritannicB notificarent. Erui 
autem Hoelus Jiliui sororii 
Arthuriy ex BudkiOj rege Ar» 
tnoriiorum Britonum, gene, 
ratus Galfr. Mod. < To the 
lasse Brutayne forto sende sone 
Ar, 4 The kynredeoe of hem 
no ferther nas Ar. 5 Kynnes. 
man, Ar, * With XV. thou, 
fend of men to this Ar, 

At 



iTO llobert of Gloucester's Chraniele. 

At Souj^hamtone ' he com yp, & )h> liyi to gftdeie cMie 

jfjB tueje kyngys hii cusie heni) & hii olupte hem ylomb* 

]h> hii adde her folc y set, ^ as ryjt was in such cas^ 

Yorjnnurd toVrard Lyncolne hii wende ' njrd god pas. 

jfere hii come & mette faym, & strong batayle smyte ]^ere^ 

So )^t moo fran syx )K)uscnd of )^ Saston aslawe irete, 

Wat aslawe wat adrent, so ))at atte laste, 

jfo ^ hii ne seye o)>er won, liii gonne to fle vaste 

In to a wode }>er by sydc : and ^ ]>o hii |)cr in come^ 

Hem JkijIc hii were sykcre ynon, & toke ^ lasse gome* 

ffe kyng sy wede * after, & byseged hem aboute. 

^ Ac" among ]>e * tren hii wuste hem^ f'at hii nadde nodoule/ 

\fo \>e kyng Arture ysey, )>at hii nolde out come, 

A boute ]>e wode he let fulle \fe grete tren sone, 

And leyde ech vpe o)>er aboute in ech ende, * 

jmi yt was^ as yt were, awal \mi hii ne «oIde out wende* 

jfre ' dawes & \>ie nyjt mete les hii woste hem so, 

jmi hii nuslc hou on take, ne wat vor hunger do* 

jfe kyng^ Arture hii bysojte mercy ^ atte ende, 

\fnt he granted hem in pes out of ys loade weode^ 



* This kynges tweyne furst 
to gedre come. Aither othur 
clippe gan, and kuste to 
gedre y lome Ar. * As bit 
fel in such Ar. ^ A ful good 
pas. The Brutones and the 
Sazones smyte a gret ba. 
taille there, So that sixty 
thousand [^eJ, sex milia in 
Galfr. Mon.] Saxones thcr y 
slawe were, And fele ther of 



were a dreynt, so ^r. 4 Bi 
seygh non othur won, Ar* i 
Whenneuflr. ^ After faste^ and 
Ar. 1 Deest Ar. < Trees Ui 
kepte hem longe, for al Ar- 
thure's route Ar. 9 I>iyet 
& thre nyght hii were y kepte 
so. That hii nuste for hmigre 
What hii myghte do. Of 
kyng Ar. ^ Atten ende, Ar. 

An 



Robert of Gloucester's Chronicle. 



171 



An hii granted hym al her god, Jmt hii hyder ladde. 

Gold and seiner and tresour, al clene ]mt hii adde. 

Hii ■ byhete hym eke ech jer, to here hym truagc 

Out of her londe, and |?erto * take hym god ostage. 

Jh5 kyng J)oru ys conseyl • encented wel her to, 

And god ostage of nom, \>e truage vor to do ; 

And atel al her god, and let him al bar wende. 

And 3ut hym of {'o^te sone, )7at he was hem so hende« 

Myd her gold & seluer & royd her tresour he my^te 

Susteyny gode wyle hys ost vorto fyjte. 

Ac jut jfjs Iu])ere false men, in )>e see ]x> hii come, 

Tumede ajen to suykedome, and ano]>er red nome. 

Atte hauene of Tottenas hii gonne ^ eft aryue, 

And dude hym alond, & rewede in Deuenyssyre blyuc. 

And 80 VLOTp in Somersete, * and'' muche Yfo gonne do 

Al anone to Seuerne, and to Ba]7e ^ so, 

And bys^ede J>e^ (houn, ac wyt |H)ute hii were. 

Vor ]>e kyng bynore was hii bygonne her werre ]>cte. 

Vor J?e kyng was toward Scotlond, & awreke hym |?o;te 

Of Scottes and of t^igars, }?at euer vnele hym wrojte. 



' Promiserunt quoquCy te 
daturot ei tributum ex Gcr. 
maniOy obtide$que inde manm 
Muroi Galfr. Mon. * Make hym 
good Ar, ^ Assentede thef to, 
And ostage of hem nam truage 
to do. At heide hem & al 
hare 20od, & let heni bar 
wende Ar. 4 Up aryue, And 
come a londe, & robbede in 
Deaenesshire as biyue Ar. 
Vol. I. 



5 Deest Ar. * Also, Ar. 
7Toun, but out hii holde were. 
The kyng fer by Northe was 
forto werry there. Of Scottes 
k of Picardz a wreke hym he 
thoghte. That euermore to his 
load muche shame wroghte* 
The tydynge to hym com of 
thes Saxones tho, He wiste 
neuere hoder turne so wo was 
hym tho. Of Scottes Ar. 
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)k> ye tydyng to bym come of ])c Saxons ' \9e^ 

He nuste ia we]7et ende turne, so vol he was of wo. 

Of J?e Scottes" he wolde awreke be, yyf ty me hym Jierto jeur> 

Ac he * nolde vor non J'jng ]>e Saxons byleue. 

' Howwel, js scyster sone, kyng of ]>e (^r Bruti^oey 

Mest in ys herte was, vor anguysse to jdayne, 

(Vor he lay byuore syk) J^at he solde by Uue hjrm J»re^ 

Laste ye Scottcs hjm dude ssame, o]^r }Hit he dcd were. 

He byleiiyd hym poer ynou, and toward Somerscte 

Wcnde toward J?e Saxons, vor j?at nolde he nojt letc/ 

ya he come to Somersete, and ye Saxons sey, 

He houede, & spec to ys men J^es wordes al an hey : 

" Vor ♦ J?ys lu}jer Saxons ' abbyt grct dedeyu 

*^ Vorto holde me trcu]7e, jyf ych abbe eny mayui 

'' Ich cbylle treu)>c holde to Jhcsu Crist treuly (^yf ych may) 

^^ And yat Mod of ys kunde floe awreke ^ut to day .^^ 

*^ Arme]? 50U nou hastclyche, arine)? jou anon, 

*• Vor we ssoUc to day • myd God help ouercome vr fon. 



' We idem est quod Anglo-. 
Sax. fa swc pa?, i. e. mto vtl 
sofffow. Sed yo (ui reor) est 
reponendum ^ Cod, Ar. ut 
prius J?o, nvheii, posterius 
then signet. • Wolde for no 
thyng Ar. ' But for Ilowel, 
his suster sone, kyng of lasse 
Brutaync, At Alclud sore sik 
kiy, he was in ^retpayno, And 
that he mosto uodely byleue 
hym tho there, Leste the Scottes 
dode hym shame, or elles that 
he dede were. He bileft a power 



with hym, and toward So- 
mersete He wende a yen the 
Saxones, be wolde hit nogbt 

for lete Ar. 4 These Ar. 

• 

5 Haueth of vs dedeyne, And 
haueth thus y broke hure oth, 
yf y haue myght and mayne, 
I mnke a vogh to Jhesit 
Christ, (to holde, yfymay.) 
The blood, that they haueth 
shad, to venge yut to day Ar. 

6 Thurgh Code's help ouer- 
come oure fon. The kyng at 
the gynnjnge let an hange 

anon 
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Ac ^ kynng atte bygynnyg let hang echoti 

Her ostages yor })e treson, bene byleuede no;;t on. 

j>o J^ys ' gode" folc jare was * in to batayle ryde, 

Sejn Dubryc, }fe arcbebyssop of Carleon, gan abydc, 

And wende 3 yp a lute hul amydde)7ys companye: 

** je Crystyne men," he seyde, " of* so" noble seynore, 

^^ \>at be)) Code's owe lymys, ^oni ^oure Crystendom, 

** • |«nc he on God, }?at vor vs deyde, & on * fys kynedom. 

*' ^yS^l^ ^^' Z^^^ ^ kunde, and defende)) joure ryjte. 

*^ }>euchej> ]>e nede of \fe londe, Scot* Yt louerd'' myjtc. 

** And jyf eny of jou ys aslawe here in J^ys fyjte 

** To sauy 9 |)e lond folc vor JTC londe's ryjte, 

** He sywej) purlyche God, J?at ;ef ys owe lyf here, 

^^ To sauy vs synneuol men fram ]>e deuele's poer. 

'^ And wo so here ys aslawe, ys dep hym sal be 

** In '** lesnesse of al ys synnys, & ys soule ssalle flc 

** And be ybrojt byuore God, ar " )?at body be cold. 

He '* asonled al )7ys folc, ]>o he adde al ]>ys y told. 

'^ J)at folc )H)ru ys prechynge so god wylle nom I>ere, 

'♦ J)at hem ]>op,e echewyle fyue, in batayle ar hii were. 



Imon Alle hare ostages, he 
lefte a lyue non Jr. 

' Deesi Ar. ^In bataille 
for \o ryde, Therchebisshop 
Dobryght bade hem alle a- 
byde, Ar. * Upon a litel 
halle among this Ar. 4 Deett 
Ar. iThenketh on God, 
Ar. 6 His Ar. sed rectius yys» 
1 Kynde bled, and also for 
your ryght Ar. < Our Lorde's 
Jr. 9 The Christene fey, 



and his Lorde's ryght, he 
syweth purly God, that yaf 
Ar. »^ Foryieuenge Ar. 
" The body Ar. " Asoil- 
ede Ar. " The people Ar. 
'^ That euery while hem 
thoghte ten, er hii were there. 
The kyng thanne let arme 
hym self in hauberk noble 8c 
riche. An helm of gold Tpon 
his hed, nowher non hitt 
liche Ar. 
b2 fe 
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j>e ' k jnng was abouc yarraed wy}) haubert noble & rfcht^ 

Wyj? helm of gold on ys heued, (nas nour hym ylyche) 

jfii fourme of a dragon ]^ron * was yeast. 

Hys sseld^ ))at het Prydwen, was Jeanne y booge wast 

About ys ssoldren, and feron y peynt wais and ywort 

pe ynmge of our Lady, in^mn was al ys J»o;t. 

Myd ys suerd be was ygurd, )>at ' so" strong was & kene, 

Calybonrne yt was ycluped, ^ nas nour no such ye wene* 

In ys ry^t bond ys lance he nom, ]*at yclUped was lion, 

Tx>ng & gret * & strong'ynon, hym ne royjte atsytte non. 

He )>o^te al ^ on Jhcsu Criste^ and ys men echon, 

Upe JTe doune abone Ba}H! hii ? mytte myd her fon. 

Hit smyte bataylc strong y nou, |7at al long day ylaste. 

^e Saxons in her syde stodc cuere a^en vastCt 

Myche folk |)er was ynon aslawe in ey}>er syde. 

]*o ]fe nyjt vp hem come, j^al hii ne myjte no leng abyde, 

s Up an toret of an 9 herre hulle ]>e Saxons wcnde }^re, 

^t pc heye bulle to hym was a cartel, as yt were* 

Amora;e,-)K) yt day was, adoun eft hii alyjte, 

And in batayle strong ynou bygonne ef sone to fyjte, 



'Ipsevero Arthurus^ lorica^ 
tanto rege digna^ indutut, aum 
ream galeam^ simulachro drtu 
conis insculpiamy capUiadap- 
/ii/ Galfr. Men. * Was his crest 
His shild, that het Pridewen, 
aboute his nekkc he kest. A 
cros ther on was peynt, and 
on a corner An ymage of oure 
Lady on that sheld he ber. 
With fils 6weord Ar. ' Deett 



Ar> 4 Perlees as y wene Ar. 
^ And poynted we], myght 
hit of sitte rion Ar. * In Ar. 
7 Mette with Ar. • Up the 
c6p of an hull the Saxones 
wende there, For to be re- 
fiiyt to hem, and castel, as hit 
were. A morwe as tone as hit 
was day, doun hii a light, Ar. 
9 L. heye. 
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And slowe vaste in ey|7er half, )?at reu]?e yt was ynou. 

\k> \>e kjng Arture y sey, }mt me so vaste ys men slou, 

Hys herte he gan vp arere, ]7at he nadde ]>e niaystryei 

And dude ys wylle ' al to God, & on ys moder Marie, 

And Calybourne, ys gode suerd, * myd gode ernest adron. 

And smot aboute ' in eujier syde to grounde & hard ynoU| 

And four hondred men, ar he reste, ys owe hoade he slou^ 

An 9jxty and ten al so, jfe asaut was somdel tou. 

And )>er to nadde he o]>er help, bote Grod & Scynte Marie^ 

An Calybourne ys gode suerd, to do suche maystrye. 

}>o ys men yseye ]>ys, a/lcr va^ite hiidrowe^ 

And to grounde aboute smytc, & J^e Saxons vaste slowe. 

Colgrym, )^t her mayster was, and ^ Baldulf, ys broj^er, 

Aslawe were at })ulke asaut, & also mony ' a noj^er. 

Vor mony JTousend ]>ete were aslawe, & Teldryc atte laste^ 

Hys felawes |h> he scy aslawe, bygan to fle vaste/' 

J^o J^ys batayle was ydo, to ]>e kyng com message^ 

\>at jm Scottes & ^ Pygars du4e hym gret out rage, 

^ And syre Howwel ys neueu, kyng of ]>e o)7cr Brijitannyc, 

^ ]?at syk ' day, as ych seydc er, bys^ed myd al her mayne 



' Al on God, and fiis mo. 
der jtr. * With ernyst vp he 
^rogh, Ar. ' In aither half 
to grounde and faste slogh. 
Foure hundred vnder his 
hond with his sweord gon 
deye, Thurgh the help of our 
^ord and his moder Marie. 
The kynge's men seigh this, 
jf after hym faste dro^h, Ar. 



4 Bathulf 4r. 5 Anothur. 
Than thes men thus were 
slawe, Cheldrik atte laste, 
The he segh non other won, 
gan to fle faste Ar. ^ Picar. 
des Ar. i And that Howel 
Ar. ^That sik was, as I 
seyde er, by seged with hur^ 
mayne Ar. 9 Lege, lay* 
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And ojx^r holy cbyrche }>ynges ' bare Yor)>e echon. 

Hyy * v/eWe alle adoun eke byuore \>e kyng anon. 

And bed hym, vor ys suete loue, ]>at deyde on ])e rode^ 

\>at he hadde rea)7e of heni» & of ' ys" soule vndentode. 

^ Wanne he adde )>er byuore of hem yslawe y nowe, 

' pat he soffrede ]>ulke lybbe, )mt he follyche alle ne slowe ; 

And ]>at he som hume of ]>e londe granntede hem )iere. 

War jnne hii leucde, & euermo seruage hym here. 

)>e kyng, yor pyte ^ herof, bygan to wepe sore, 

And nom of hem sykernesse, J^at hii ne solde mys do nanmore^ 

And graunted hem ? annende lond, to wonye ynne in semagej 

To here ' J^erof hym and ys eueremor truage. 

Nou ' were \>eT myd bym J^re men, (pat of ryjte kunde oome 

Of kynges of }7ulke lond, '° vorte Saxons hem bynome) 

Auncel, and Vryan, and Lot pe |7rydde was, 

]»it spousede pe kynge's '' suster, (;e abhyp yhurd J^at cas,) 

And adde by byre tucye sones, syre Wawen pe hende, 

pe ojTcr bet Modred, Jmt pe kyng bytrayde '* atte nende. 



' LegCy bare Totte, iive^ ut 
in Ar. bar(ot. Nam nudis pe- 
dibus in Galfr. Mod, * Felle 
Ar. *Dee$tAr. 4 And satbe 
he Ar. f A fewe, that lefte, hii 
prayde hym sane, and holde 
hem al his o^re. And that 
som heome of the lend he 
Wolde hem graunte there, 
Wher inne hii myghte lyue, 
and euere aftur truage hym 
bere Ar. 6 Hadde reuthe, he 
segh hem ii-epe so sore Ar. 
ulUer atque Galfr, Mon. ? An 



ende of lond, to lyne inne in 
seruage, Ar. 'Ther fore 
hym Ar. 9 Aderant ibi tret. 
fratresy regali prosapia ortiy 
Loth videlicet y atque Urianui^ 
nee non Auguselut^ qui mitem 
quam Saxohes prcevaluiaeni 
principatum illarum partium 
habuerant GsdhMon. '^Fort 
Saxones it hem by nome) Aguis. 
sel, & Urien, and Loth Ar. 
"Anne addU Ar. " After at- 
ten ende Ar. 
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J>e k)mg Artare ]fjs \fre men kynges made I>ere 
' Ech of ys ryjte ertage, as her elderne were. 

• Auncel kyng of pur Scotland, and ' Vryan ys htoper 

^ Kyng of lond of Muryfycens, vor he was ner ]>en anoj^er^ 
Of ]>e contreye of ' Ledeneseye Lot he made kyng, 

* And of al contreye Jwtt J)erto vel, & jnA was muche Yjng. 
}h> he adde al pys lond ybro;t and Scotlond al so 

Al cleue in ry^te to ys wylle, ano])er he moste do. 
He spousede a noble wyf ^ Gnerwar her name was 
Of ])e heye kunne of Rome, no vayror womman nas. 

j^ILS sone as Somer come» to Yrlond he gan wende, 
Vor to afayty jmt lond, * & to wynne ech ende. 
Gyllam, kyng of lond, ar he J^uder com, 
VolCy as yt were wy)>oute noumbre, a^en bym he nom. 
Hii com * & ymette hem sone, & gret batayle hii sroyte, 
Ac )7e kyng Artare was aboue, as me may wel y wyte. 
And ]w kyng Gyllam was ynome, and so al J^at lond 

By certey conuenant was in kyng Arture^s bond. 

Fram '* ]>an he wende sone to j^e lond of Ys lond» 
And wan hyt al clene to bym, and al J^at he wond/' 



lO 



II 



' Euery in his heritage 
jlr. * Anguissel jir, ^ V- 
rien jir, 4 Kyng he made of 
Morefi^ for he was ner than 
othnr, Jr. iLiones Loth he 
Ar. 6 With al the porte- 
iaaunce ther to, and that was 
gret a [/. a gret] thing Ar. 
1 Giinnore Ar. • And wynne 
in encry ende. GwUlamour, 



kyng of that lond, Ar. 9 And 
mette with hem sone, & gret 
bataille smyte, Ar. ><> By a- 
cordement Ar. " Htec duo 
carmina amUtit Ar. '* Suijum 
gatit iiaqueiotiut Hyberniw 
partibutj cloisem suam direxit 
in Yilandiamy eamque debeU 
lata sibi populo subjugavit 
Galfr. Mon. 

•So 
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And greyjxrdc ys noble ost, and dude hym in jfe weye, 

And dude hym so in to see, and vorst to Norj^weye. 

Nou was ]fe kyng of Nor|7weye ded ]x;r by uore by cas^ 

And Lot, ]fai was ys o]H)m, )>e kynge's neueu was. 

And }>e kyng hym adde mad ys eyr \>er by uore longe ; 

Ac \fe men^' of Nor))eweye nolde vor prute hym ' ynder vonge^ 

Ac adde ymad aiio]>er man kyng of J^e londe, 

pat a^en JTe kyng Arture hopede wel at stonde. 

Chyld * W^weyn, Lotys sone, ]7ulke tyme was 

Bote of tucif ^er, & f^e pope of Rome bytake was 

To norys ]H)ru }>e kyng Arture, & )7ulke tyme rjrjt 

jfe pope hym tok armes, & ys owe honde made hym ' kyn^t- 

^ As ]>e kyng Arture, as ych seyde, to Norweye com, 

jfe kyng of londe aj^en hym JTen wey sone nom 

Myd ys poer, and smyte an batayle strong ynou. 

And sscdde blod in ey)>er half, and muche folc mc slou. 

Ac her poer of Norweye ydo was anon, 

}fe kyng hym sulf was sone aslawe, & ' ys men monyon. 

\fe Brutons hym sturede )h), and slowe and barnde vaste, 

So \fot hii wonne al dene Nor]7weye atte laste. 

]^ after hii wonne Denemarch, vorto do seruage 

To )>e kyng Arture euermo, and to bere hym truage. 

He • made Lot ys oJ?om kyng of Nor|?weye, 

Jwr ^ after toward France hii dude hym in ]>e weye. 



' A Tonge Ar. » Erat tunc 
WtduanusJUiutpradicULoth^ 
J[ILannorufnjuvenity obsequio 
Snlpicii papa ab avunculo ira^ 
diiui^ d quo arma recepit Galfr. 
Moo. i Knyght An 4 Whan 
I he Ar. sllis men ncgh 



echon Ar, ^ Quibut subactiSj 
cum Loth in regem Norgucf^ics 
promovissety navigavUArihurus 
ad Galliasj factisque turmis pa^ 
triam undique vastare incepii 
Galfr. Mon. ? Afterward to- 
ward France he dude Ar» 

' Nou 
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' Nou adde France j^ulkc tyme pe emperour Leon ; 
And he bytoc yt in warde an due, yai bet Follon, 
j>ai hardy body was and god^ and poer addc y nou. 
}>o he wuste, }>at j^e J^yng Arture j^uder drou^ 

* Alle J?e kynjtes and j?e folc, fat in ys poer were. 
He nom, & mette ]fe Brutons, & smyte batajle )>ere. 
Ac al )7at hem was lute wur]?^ vor ajen \fe kyng Arture 
And ys poer hii niy^ lute wule dure. 

Vor * euere, wanne he ♦ nom alond, al ]>e bachelerye^ 
jmt a^t was in ])e lond, he ' nom in ys companyc 

* And of ys maynage yp ys const, & vor he was so hende, 
£ch noble man yawe was myd hym yorto wende. 

' And beste partye of Fraunce to hym al so drou* 

* Vor he was so large & hende, ]>at to hym com poer ynou. 
Vor me ne tolde wclney of no mon, no)>er here ne j^ere. 
Bote he myd ]>e kyng Arture in som manere were. 



' Nogh hadde Fraunce thnlkc 
tyme a lord, bet Frollon, 
(That Tudertok the gouer. 
nauQce thurgh emperour Leon) 
That hardy roan was & strong, 
and hadde power j nogh Ar. 
^ Alle maner of men, of his 
power that were, He toke, 
and with the Brutones mette, 
& smyten a bataille there Ar. 
5 Nam Arihurumjuventus in^ 
sularum omnium^ quai subm 
jugaverat^ comitabatur, unde 
iantum perhibebatur habere 
•xerciium^ quantus erat diffi^ 



cile ab ullo pone tuperari 
Galfr. Mon. 4 Wan a lond 
Ar. 5 Toke Ar. « And of 
mayne at his cost, and for he 
was so hende, Euery noble 
man was glad with hym forte 
wende. And the best part of 
Fraunce Ar. ? Famulabaiur 
quoque ei melior para Gaim 
licanoB provincice^ quam sua 
largitate sibi obhoxiam fece* 
rai Galfr. Mon. 'For hit 
largcstc & bendeneste, that 
hym com folk y nogh Ar. 
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' )k> f^e due FoUon ysey, Jrnt ys poer no^yng nas^ 
He flen in to P^rys myd wel quyc pas, 
And astoredc *})en toun, and streng)^ bym aboute«» 
Kyng Arture and ys poer a9Pgcd hym ivyJxHile. i 
So fat wyjjynne * a moiij^e )?e due FoUon ysey, 
|»t ys men^ vor defaute and vor hunger, deyde ny, 
And fat ys poer nas no}7yng, a^en kyng Arture 

♦ He ]>ope do ys owe bodj, wyle he myjte dure. 

Vor he ^as strong raan & hardy, ))e strcngoste of ys londe* 
To J)e kyng Arture he scndc, fat he ssolde * hym^ vnder stonde 

* To do an batayle hem sulue tuo myd her owe honde, 

And wefcr so myjle aboute be were louerd of ojjcre's londe* 

j?o kyng Arture hurdc ^ fys, no gladdere man nas. 

He scnde word, fat al prcst to such batayle he was. 

Sykeriiesse • & troufe • yplyjt, of fys vorewarde hii nome* 

So fat, at certcyn day yset, to f ys batayle hii come 

A lute wyfoute Parys, " atyled wel y nou. 

Mnche was " fat folc aboute, fat to fys batayle dron. 



' Whan that Frolle vnder. 
stod, that he sconfited was, 
He flegh in to Parys with a 
qnyke piias, Ar. * The tuuo, 
and streugthed hym a boute 
Ar, 3 A monthe dtiy duk 
FloUe y scigh, 1'hat his men 
Id defaute for honger deide 
«cg1i, Jr, 4 Xle thoghte T%ith 
his oweue body, while he 
Biyght endure Ar, 5 Deest 
At. ^ And do the bataille, 
yf he wolde, with his owen 
hoade. And whether mygbte 



a boue be were mfkister of 
othere's londe Ar. ^This, 
gladder neuere he nas Ar. 
' Daio igUur in amba parte 
feedere, conveniunt tUerque in 
insulaniy qua erat extra civi^ 
tatefHj populo especiante quid 
de eis erat futurum Galfr. 
Mon. 9 Hii plight, and hure 
forward nome. So that at a 
day sett to bataille hii come 
An 'o A rayed wel y nogh 
Ar. "The folk ^r. 
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* Ilii fondede her steden vorst, & her lancen sn]>jpe hii nome^ 
And wy}? hard dunt & gret yre to gadere sul'I'e hii come. 

' l>e kyng Arture ajen ))e brest ys fdawe uorst anbytte 
A;cQ ])e breste, }>at he vd, & ne my^te noleng sytte* 
As sone as he my^te turne ys hors, ys suerd he drou )»er, 
Vor to asayly hym )>erwy|?, ac ]>e ojxar was vppe er, 
And * ^e£ ^ sted myd ys sper a^en brest dej^'s wottode^ 
So ]7at bo)>e stede and kyng leye sone at grounde. 

♦ Jh) }>e ' Brutons seye j^ys, hii vor bere vnne)^, ' 

\fai hii ne. breke Jh; couenant, & bro^te ))cn dpei to d^. 
Ac kyng Arture keuerede yp, & asaylede Folion vaste. 
And smyte eyj^er opet her & )7er» & harde duntes caste. 
So J^at Follon myd a strbc ))e Brutons sore a^aste, 
Vor ])fi kyng Arture ajen \>e frount he smot atte laste, 
l^U Syf ^^ nadde vfj]> \^ selde somdel ]>e dunt yhent, 
Syker he hym adde aslawe, al out yssent. 
]x> kyng ^ Arture yt yuclde^ and ysey al so ys blod 
Yp ys haubert & ys sselde, he was ney yor wra)7)>e wod. 



' Hii a saide hure stedes furst, 
hure lances Ar. ^And kyng Ar. 
thur on the bi^t Frolle so hitte, 
That he fel doun to grounde, he 
royghte no lengor sitte Ar, 3 Smot 
his stede in the breste, & yaf hym 
dethe's woude Ar, ^Desunt alu 
quammuUa in Ar, utpote in 
quo folium unum integrum 
(fol. sc. LXix. quatuor duntaxat 
versibus excepiis) htc loci exci~ 
sum enCy particulamque unius 
pagince (iive faciei iecundwfolii 
LXTixi.)jpfofie vacuum^ video^ in 



ci^us iamen particulas vacum 
margineThe rounde table of Ar- 
thur icrtp/tfiit legitur. sBriU 
tones ut regem prostratum vidi* 
runty iimentes eum peremptum 
esscy vix potuerunt retineri^ 
quia rupto fcedere in GaUo$ 
unanimiier irruerent Galfr* 
Mon. 6 Manante igitur fonm 
guincy cum Artkurut lorim 
cam Sf clipeum ruber e vim 
dissety ardentiori ira accenmu 
esty atque erecto totis vi- 
ribus caliburnoj impressU 

ft eum 
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He droQ syre Caly bourne ys suerd, ]fai was so gode. 

Ad anowarde \>e helm wyj^ wcl stourdy mod 

'pen. clper be sraot, and to clef }>at heucd myd pe wounde^ 

He vel and ssoc pe helm, and deyde in astounde. 

po ]7ys dede was ydo, and pere o))er was ded, 

jmt conseyl of France sone nom ys red. 

And to jfe kyng Arture bym jolde ecb man ]mt was wys, 

And jolde hym vp al }7at lond, & \>e keyen of Parys. 

J>y8 was lo J>e Cornwcllyssebor, of wan Merlyn spec ynou, 

And ckre leme of pe sterre, pat ouer France drou. 

Som was ycome, as he scde, of j^e noble kyng Artare, 

Wei me ssal her aflcr of hym jut yhure. 

)h> he aclde ywonne France )7qs, & al J^ys was ydo, 

]7ys noble kyng Arture delde ys men atno* 

' pe kyng Howwel he bytoc, and pe o)>er princes al so, 

pat odel of ys ost to wende to Pcyto 

Vor to Wynne ^t lond, and hym sulf he wolde wende 

Yor to Wynne seyoorye aboute in oper ende. 

Kyng Howwel wyj? ys poer wan sone Peyto 

Al to kyng Arture's wylle, and Gascoyne al so* 

pe kyng won Normandye, and also god Aungeoy 

And wyj?ynne aiiye jer al ]?ys was ydo. 



eum per galeam in caput Follom 
nis, quod in duos partes diste. 
€uit. Quo vulnere cecidit Follo^ 
tellurem calcaneis pulsans^ Sf 
ipiriium in auras emisit Galfr. 
Men. 

' £/ unam partem Iloeio duct 



commisitf prcecepitque itti^ tff| 
ad expugnandum Guitardunty 
Picfaviensium ducentj iret; ^tt 
vero cum reliqua parte cetera^ 
provincias sibi subjugare vac(U 
vii Galfr. Men. 
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\fe kyng wende ]k> to P^rysi ]k) he addc ydo al {^ys, 

And al hey men of lond J'uder come ywys. 

Her homages of hem, and her sernyse, he noro. 

And ]>e lawes, as he wolde hym snlf, sette on ]>e kynedom. 

He jef pSLt lond of Normandye Bedwer ys boleler, 

And \fai lond of Aungeo ' Kaxe ys panter, 

And o\>et J^yng o))er heye men, & syker yt made ynou, 

And su]ipe aboute Leynte towanl ]>ys lond drou. 

pO )>e kyng Arture com here in \>js londe, 

And 80 muche lond adde y wonne, & adde al so an honde^ 

In yoe & biysse he was ynou, & alle fat vry\f hym were, 

And a jcn Wyttesonetyd yt was in fe jere. 

He Jjojte \>e heye feste of Wytesontyd do 

Wy]> hononr among ys men, and \fat alle come }>er tOf 

Bo))e kynges and dukes, and erles echon^ 

Barons and kyn^tes, squeers monyony 

I^ydyes and maydens, and ech mon \fat a^t were 

In eny lond, J^at ys was, ))at hii were alle |>ere. 

Of ys rounde table ys ban aboute he sehde, 

)nit eche a Wytesonef yd to Carleon wende^ 

A toun )>at ys in Glammorgan yp \>e water of Osc ydo, 

A lute bysyde Seuerne, in murye stede al so. 

Vor me may ]>ere id ]>e Sou))haIf al by the see lede 

Fram o^r londes god ynou, to endy such a dede. 

* In dpct alf hep grete wodes, lese and mede al so. 

So ]7at ]ier vas no defaute such noble ]>yng to do. 

' F. Kaye. Nam Gatoque Dapifero in Galfr. Mon. > Etc 
denuo pergit Cod. Ar. 
Vol L § fer 
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J^er come to \fys rounde table, as be seode ys bao^ 

' Aansel kyng of Scotlond, and al so Vryaiiy 

]mt was kyn^ of Miiryfycens, & also of Nor]? Walya 

CSadwal, and also^Scater kyng of Sou)> Walys, 

Cador kyng of Comwayle, and erchebyssopes al so 

Of Londone, and of £uerwyk» and of Carlen )«r to. 

Erles \>er come ek monyon, as jfe erl of Gloucestrye 

^ Morond, and Ingomer erl of Leycestre, 

' Maron erl of Warewyk, and Cursal of Cycestre, 

Galluc erl of Salesbury, Jonatal of Doroestre, 

Kyramar erl of * Canterbury, of Ba|>e syre^ Vrgen^ 

Bose" Ctrl of Oxenford, l^at were alle noble men. 

)>e barons & the kynjtys, JMit of hys loode aday 

At hys rounde table. were, noraan (die ne may. 

Kynges ]?er were eke of ylys, * ar )w kyng of yrlonde 

* Gyllara, and also Malueys kyng of yslonde^ 

liOt kyng of Nor]7eweye, and '° Doldam of Godlond, 

And )>e kyng of Orcadas, & of Denemarcb ych yndcrstoade. 

Kynges eke of byjende see, as Kay of Aungeo, 

Bedwer of Normandye, Guyder of Peyto, 

Lygger of Colonye, and al so the " dosse pers 

Of France were ]?ere echon, ]>at so noble were and fers. 



' Anguissel Jr. * Estan. 
ter Ar. > Carlyon jir. 4 
Morwid Ar, in quo Sf Dude 
ywan pro Ingomer. 5 Man. 
ran of Wircetre, [^Maren Gwu 
gorneniiiy qu4B nunc Warguic 
dicUury Galfr. Mon.] Cursal 
erl of ChMtre, Aleth of Sa* 



lesbury, Jonathas of Dorche. 
8tre, Kynmar Ar. ^Kent, 
Ar, 7 Vrbygen, Boso Ar, 
* As Ar, 9 Gwillamour, & 
Maunsel kyng of Islondt^ Ar, 
'o Doldan Ar: " Dusxe 
Ar. 

» 
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Hys nenea kyng Howwel of jie lasse Bititenye al so 

' Myd so rayr folc ]>uder com, & myd so gret chaige jrerto 

Of males, of cartes and of hors mydde alle gode, 

fntt jkBT nas non so wytty man, \fat yi al ynderBiode. 

' ]>er nas * bytuene )>js & Spanye no prince wi)H>ute al J^ys, 

fntt nas at ]?ys roande table, & at ]7ys feste y wye. 

And no wonder. Yor )>e kjmge's los so wyde sprong ynoa 

Of godenesse & of cortesye, ^ ))at her herte to bym drou. 



pO \fys beye men were alycome, & ]>e heye tyme also 
Of Wytsontyd, ]>e feste yor to do, 
' ^ hercbebyssopys were ybro^t, to sette \>e kynge's croune 
Qn ys hened. Ac * Seyn Dubryc of sulue tyme 
Was erchebyssop. bym byiiel ^ croune on bym do, 
And ]>e serayse of boly cbyrcbe d£, ))at bynd )«r to. 
)h> croune was on ys heued, and ydo was ech o]>er )>yng, 
Tueye ercbybyasopys ladde \fys noble kyng 



' With mache poeple thuder 
com, and gret nobleie ther to 
Ar. ' Ther was no pryuce by 
twizte Spayne k Alemayne 
of pris, Ar* ' Prater ho$ non 
remamit princep$ alicujus 
preiiidtraHispaniamjquin ad 
iitudedieium veniret. Nee mu 
rum. Largitai namqueArihum 
ri^ per totum mundum divui^ 
gtUOj cunctos in amor em t7. 
lius illexerat Galfr. Mod. 4 
That enery man to - bym drogh 



Ar. 5 Thre Erchebisshopes 
were come, to sette on the 
kynge's croune. But Seynt 
Dnbrice, that Erchebisshop was 
of the seine toune, (As hit was 
his costnme that o%s te do) 
Dnde the seruise of holi chnrche, 
that byfel ther to. Tho th0 
cronne. ^ Dubriciut ergOy 
quoniam in sua diocesi curia 
ienebatury paratui ad cehm 
hrandum obsequium^ hujui rei 
curam iuipepii Galf. Mon* 

S9 To 
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To ]>ei cbyrche of faeye munstre. And ]>er ^eode byaore 

J«re 
Four kyng8| and four snerdes of golde bynore hym bare ; 
Vorsl ]>e kyng of Scotlond^ and J'e kyng of Norjmalys^ 
And ]>e kyng of Cornwale^ and j>e kyng of Son)>waIys. 
' Of^er byssopjs and prelats by uore ]>y8 kyng Aitare 
And clerkes'songe as ry^t was, ])at joje yt was to hare. 
In * o)«r alf )>e quenc was ' of erchebyssopys al so 
ylad, and ycrouned eke, as ry;t was vor to ^ do. 
And to noj^r manstre yiad, & fonr qucnes by uore hyr woidei 
l>e four kynges wyues, \fai we by uore nemde, 
' And foure wyte colfien byuore byr also bare* 
|>e company e of lay dyes wel grete also ware. 
}k) * hii were to chyrehe ybro^t ey]?er in ys s^de, 
^ So gret & murye was ]fat song, ]fai me song ]>er inoe wyde, 
jmt \>e folc stod| )>at ]fei were, as hii were y nome, 
Ne hii nuste to we]>er chyrehe murgorye yt was to come. 
\fe kyng was to ys paleys, )h> )^ serujrse was y do, 
Ylad wy)) * \>ys menye, and \>e quene to byre al so. 



' And bysshopes, and other 
prelates^ to fore the kyng Ar. 
tbure Songe with hure cler* 
gie, that joye it was to hure 
Ar. » The othur Jr, J Of 
therchbisshop also Ar. 4 Do, 
To a nother munstre there, & 
liii. quenes by fore wende 
Ar. ^And euery of hem in 
hure bond a whit coluere 
bere. Ladies fele & faire y 
nogh also ther were Ar. ^ 
Postremopcractaproccssione^ 



tot organOy tot canfus in utris^ 
queJtunftempKs, utpfa nimia 
duhedine miliiesyqui aderani^ 
nescireni quod t emptor mm 
prius adirent Galfr. Moq. t 
So noble and mery was the 
song and melody that tyde. 
That men thoghte also mnrye 
as thegh hii hadde be nome, Nei 
hii ne wiste to whather charche 
meryer it was to come Ar. 
' His meyne, Ar. 

Voc 
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Vor ' hii halde |>e olde vsages, ^at men wy}' men ^rere 

By hem sulue, and wymmen by hem sulue al so }>ere. 

]>o hii were echone y set, as yt to her stat bycom, 

Kay, kyng of Aungeo, a }>ousend kyn^les nome 

Of noble men, y clo)^ in ermyne echone 

^ Of on sywete, and seruede ' as {^ys noble feste a non. 

Bedv^er \>e botyler, kyng of Normandye, 

Nom al so in ys half a uayr coippanye 

♦ Of on sywyte, vorto seruy of ]>e botelerye. 

By uore ^ 'pe * qaene yt was also of al suehe corteysye, 

Vorto telle al ]>e noblye ]>at ]^ was y do, 

pey my tonge were of ^ stel, me ssolde no^t dure J'erto; 

Wymmen ne kepte of no kynjt as in drnery^ 

Bote he were in armys wel yprowed, & atte leste ]^e. 

]>at made, ' lo! ))e wymmen ]>e * chastore lyf kde, 

And pe kyn^tes pe stalwordore, & pe betere in her dede« 

Sone after pys noble ^ mete, as ry^t was of such tyde, 

J>e kynj^tes atyled hem aboute in eche syde. 



' Antiquam namque contue* 
tudinem curim servantes BriU 
ionety consueverant mares cum 
moribuSymulierescum mulieri- 
bui festivot dies celebrare se* 
paratim Galfr. Mod. > Alle in 
on sewte,to seme the feste a non 
Ar. ) Jtfo/tm, at. ^ Of a no- 
Aer siwte, to serue the butel- 
lie Ar. s In palaiio quoqtie 
reginm innumerabiles minis* 
triydiversis omamentisinduti^ 
obsequium summ pressiabantj 
morem suumexercehies. Quern 
ft jQmnino(kscriberepergeremy 



nimiam prolixitaiem histories 
generaremGMr.Mon, ^Qaene 
eke also ther was such cour- 
taisye, Ar, ? Stel, hit nolde 
suffice ther to. Wommen tolde 
of no knygbt tho as in lone 
and druerye, But he were in 
armes preued atte leste thrye 
Ar. • Tho the Ar. » Cha- 
ster lyf to lede, Ar. '• Mete, 
ech wende in his syde^ 
Rnyghtes and squyers eke^ 
and baskede hem to rjrde, la 
the foldes and in the mede* 
Ar. 

s3 In 



in 
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In feldes and in medys to preue ber bachelerye. 

Somme yry\> lance, some wy|> suerd, wyj> oate vjlenyc, 

Wy]' pleyynge at ' tables, o]>er atte chekere, 

Wy]> castynge ojf&r wy)> ssetynge, * o)»r in som o^yrt manere. 

And ' wucb so of eny game adde ]fe mayttrye, 

♦ J7 kyng hem of ys syftc]) dude large corteysye. 

Ype Ye alurs of ^ castles \>e laydes Jeanne stode, 

And byhulde Jyys noble game, & wyche kyn^ts were god. 

Alle ]>e ]m hexte dawes ylaste J^ys nobleye 

In hallcs and in Teldes^ of mete and eke of {deye. 

J^ys men come )« verj^e day byuore \fe kynge |>eie, 

And he jef hem laije syftys, euere as hii wuxpe weie. 

Byssopryches and cherches ^ clerkes he ^cf somme» 

And castles and tonnes kyn^tes j^at were yoome." 

Seyn Dauid was \fe kynge's ynde, hym he * ^ef aday 

\fe bcKchebyssopryche of Carleon, as he wel bysay. 

Yor he .was si^yj^e holy moq, ? and miinstre let rare, 

)7at me clepu]^ in Waiys Seyn Danid^ & jpit he ly]> ]iere. 



' The tables, & the esche. 
kere, Ar. * Othur soio othur 
manere. What man of any 
giime hadde Ar, ' Quicumque 
^rgo ludisui victoriam adepiut 
eratyab4rturo largis munerU 
husditabaiurGsdfr.Mon. ^Sic 
Codex Harleyanus ; tU in Ar, 
plane^ The kyng hem yaf 
yiftes grete, 8c dude hem coar- 
taisye. An hegh vpon alures 
fadies gonne by holde, To 
^aite ho so dude best, & most 



was of tolde. Alle fuUe fower 
dales last thus hare pleye 
In Yaleis aboute, and Cure 
feldes, Sc mete eke of nobleye 
The y, day come thes men 
bifore the kyng there, jpr* 

5 To clerkes he yaf sone, 
Castelles to koyghtes eke^ as 
best hym thoght to done. Ar. 

6 Yaf that day Ar. 1 And 
let a munstfe rere In the cite 
of Meneye, an4 lith nqgh bu^ 
ryed there Ar^ 
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]^e byssopryche of WyncUestre a god mon he jef J>o, 
Of Chyciiesire anopetj and j;ui o}>er mo. 
^e wule )>e kyng and ys men aboute ^ys nobleyc were, 
per come in tuelf olde men myd * eucue pas }^re, 
Men of wel vajrr scmblant, and brancliys hii bere 
Of oljae, as in sygiie ]>at hii of pes were. 
A letter * he toe J>c kyng, )>at )?o he yt let rede. 
Fram ]fe ceoatour of Rome hii a>iTie, and j^ys seydei 
*' Lucie, J>e cenatour of Rome, to Arture J^e kyng, 
'^ ' Send, pai he ^ ofle serued a]), wyth oute gretynge. 
•* M uchc • me wondre)> and ouer muche of J>y reuerye, 
'* Of J^yn crael \upet hede, and of J^yn robbery ; 

r 

^* And namelyche of j>fn vn rygt ychabbe gret dedeyn» 
•^ pat povL to pe noble stede of Rome dcst myd al ]>y mayn. 
^^ And pBLt {^ou nelt "* hym yknowe, ne do pyn seruage, 
*^ Ne vnder stomle hou hapef yt ys, to ' do eny outrage 
^^ * Opet wemy out pe noble stude, pai al pe world 9 abnep io^ 
^^ Vor l^yn auncetres dude al, pai we pe bote]> do. 
*^ And ]x>u, -as in gret despyt of so noble seynorye, 
** . '• Ne at halst nojt one py truage, ac myd py reuerye 



' Moderaiis passibut Galfr. 
Mon. * Hii toke to the kyng, 
and he.than let hit rede. Fro 
Lttcye the senatoar hit come, 
^d thus hitfede: ^^ Luci« 
senatour Ar. 'Sendeth, as 
he hath deseruyd, with oute 
grvtyng. Mache wonder we 
haneth of thi reuerye, jlr. 
4 F. of desemed a^. 5 Admi^ 
ram vehementer admiror tu^ 



per tuts tirannidis protervia. 
Admiroryinquam^ Sfif^urianty 
quam Romw intulisiij rtcotti- 
gens indignor Galfr. Mon. 
6 Hare Ar. 7 Do hare eoy Ar. 
K>r greuyoght that noble 8tede« 
Ar. 9 Boweth Ar. '• Noght 
only at halst hure truage, but 
dost also roberie. By reuynst 
Fraonce and othur londesj 
Ar. 

s4 "^ Ra- 
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^^ Rauysett France & o]>er londes, }fai by Weste be}) echonj 
<< Jmt here ' truage to Rome, & )>oru \fe ne do]> no;! non« 
^^ Yor ]7anne of )>e gret despyt )^ noble court of Rome 
<< Ryjt vrole habbe of \>e ywys» ]>at )H>a hym dest ylome* 
^^ Amydde haruest we })e sette]? day of ]>jf% nexte ^ere, 
<< At Rome vorto ansuerye, and ])at ]7on be ]>e sulf jfere 
<< We ))e hote))> vorto aaonge ]mt ))e court ^ wole deme* 
<< And bote ))ou do * of one ]>yng nym wel jode ;eme, 
** pat ychylle my sulf pe seche out, & ]H)ru suerd restore 
<* Al ]7at ]7y reuerye vs a]? by nome, and more. 
pys was a prout mandemcnt, ' and an heynol dede. 
\>e kyng adde \>eto£ gret despyt, ]h> he hurde yt rede. 
Yor ]>Q yorste truage, pit he sende to Rome, of sduer oper 

of golde, 
)mt was Lucye's bod aslawe, burye jyf bii yt wolde. 
The kyng duped ac m^t vor J^an ys conseyl wel sone. 
To ansuerye to py% ^ mandement, wat were best to done. 
Cadour, erle of Comwayle, stod somdel and lou. 
And verste seyde ys auys myde gode wylle ynou. 



' Som tyme tmage to 
Rome, & nogh bereth hii non. 
And for this like grete de. 
spit the noble Court of Rome 
Rygbt wole haue of, that 
thngh hast mysdo ofte y lome 
Ar. * Of that y seighe take 
ryght nogh good yeme, £ les 
my self y wole the seche, and 
thnrgb my sweord restore 



Al that thngh ts hast bynome, 
and yat ther to wel more jtr, 
< And gret manassynge. The 
kyng hadde fool scorn of this 
like bostynge. For in stede of 
tmage of siluer and of goolde 
He sende hem Lncie'f body, 
burie hit ho so wolde Ar. 
^ like lettre, what Jr. 
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^ S jnre/* be sede, ** ]>er ' byuore ychabbe ybe sore drad^ 
^^ Laste * ])at ydel lyf, ])at \>Yne men ' abby]? y lad, 
<^ Nou mony day out of los and in Bleu]?e hem brp^te. 
^^ Vor wanne men hep al ydel, fnit er batayles so^te^ 
^^ Her ydeloesse hem ssal bryoge to synne lecheryei 
^' To taueme, and ^ to sleu)«, and to hasarderye. 
" Hyt ys ncy vyf jer, Jwit we abby]? ylyued in sach Tycc, 
*^ Yor we ' nadde no^ to done, and in suche delyce* 
^* And |>er wyj? * nys npjt God ypayd, per vore he aj> ybro^t 
^' ^ Romeyns ^ in suche wylle, J'at we nere to ydel no^t, 
'* Ac pBt we come to vr stat a^en of vre yersie prowesse^ 
'* Lest we felle in dedlych sunne vor yr ydclnysse* 
po he adde ysed ys auys, & o]>ere bym bere wytnysse, 
s pe kyng Arture scde ys al in gladncsse. 

*^ jc louerdynges," he sede, ** J?at ychabbe in conseyl & in batayla 
'^ y fonded as yor a^te men, ])at me nolde neuere fayle, 
^* Do)> nou » al ^oure wyt ]>erto, roe wel to consayle, 
«< ^ And ych hopye we ssolle pe lasse recche of pe Romeyns 
tayle. 



' Hue usque in timore fue^ 
ramy ne BriioneSy longa pace 
quietoSj otiumj quod ducunty 
ignavosfaceretjfamamque mu 
iiiiofy qua ceteris gentibus cl(h 
riores censentur^ in eis om^ 
ninodelereiGaXh.Mon. >The 
ydel Ar» < Longe haneth y lad, 
Nogh out of hare good loos in 
tosloathhembroghte^r. 4 To 
dninkenesse, & othur hasardrie 
Ar. 5 Hadde noght to done, 
and haua had oore delice Jr. 



^ Is ^no^t God a payd, Ar, 
7 In to such a will, that wo 
be ydel noght Ar. 'Than 
seide kyng Arthur in murthe 
& in gladnesse. ^^ Ye lor. 
dynges, that y prened haue in 
consail and baUille, And as 
noble men fonnde, ic wolde oie 
neaere faille, Jr. 9 Faeiliut 
ergo inquieiaiionem Ludi tOm 
lerare poterimusy si commu^ 
ni studio prameditati fuerim 
mus^ quibus modis earn debilim 

tar€ 
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*^ Yor me Jxencfae]^ myd vn tygi Ui ' ene}) V6 tniage. 

*^ Yor * July Cesar jt nom TcnC myd fltreng)>e ft myd oat- 

^* ))ora descord ft oontek^ )Mit bytoeDe vr eldeme vas )k>. 

^< He nom verst myd mrygt^ ft brojie )mt loud in wo. 

*^ And l^yng ]>Bi ys myd slreng]^ yoom, boo tnfgpc yt be mjrd 

^^ Yor he ' na]> moA non, bote robberye and myjt. 
^^ ^ And ' myd as leson we mowe of bem esse y wys. 
^^ Bere he ))anne ]>e o}?eT tniage, t'at bynef^e ys. 
*^ Yor Jaly lUid o}>er eraperours, hii segge]?, com ^r to, 
^^ ]xat emperors were oi Rome, ych may segge al so. 



tare institerimus. Quam non 
multum timendam nobis exiSm 
iimo^ cumy irrationabili causa 
txigat iributum^ quod ex Brim 
tanniahabere deiiderat Galfr. 
Men. '<> And castethi hogh to 
make a knotte in the Romaynes 
faille Jr. 

' Axeth Jr. * Julias Ce. 
Bar alther furst tok hit with 
outrage, For a contek that 
bytwyne oiire eldrene was tho. 
He nom hit fun t with ynright, 
ftbroght the lond in wo. That 
thyiig, that with wrong Is nome. 
liogh myght hit be with right ? 
Ar. s Hath no reson to, but 
i^r. 4 And with also good 
reson we mowe of hem y wis 
Abere thilke truage, that as 
ihyng robbed is. For by Julie 
and other emperours hii thenk- 



eth com ther to, And we in 
the same manere may sc^je also, 
That oure anneetrvs of this 
lond som tyme wonne Rome, 
As Belyn & Brenne, noble men 
that ye haue hurd of y loqie 
Jr. s Quohiam ergo id^ quod 
if\justum ettyinobis prasump* 
sit exigercy consimili ratione 
petamus ab ilia tributum Ro* 
mtBy 6f t^uifortior supervene^ 
rit ferat quod habere exop* 
tavit. Nam si^ quia Julius 
Cofsar, ceterique Romami re- 
ges Britanniam olim subJugOm 
verunty vectigal nunc debere 
sibi ex ilia reddi decernit^ su 
militer nunc ego censeoy quoil 
Roma mihi tributum reddere 
debet^ quia antecessores met 
earn antiquitus ebtinuerunt. 
Belinus etenim 4rc.Galfr.Mon. 
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^^ )nU mjn fumcetiei of ^y% lond wyk wonne Rome, 
*' As Bely J>e noWe kyng, ]»t je abbej) yhurd y lomet 
^* And Constantjn, Elejnesone, ' hii wiite)> wd Rome nom, 
^* And su]?)^ Maxjmyan, and of * beyre blod ych oom, 
^' Myn anncetres ' were alfe jnre, & kynges of Jr^s londe, 
^* ^ And wonne \>e emperye of Rome, & bo)« adde an bonde. 
^* Of * France & * opet londes^ ]mt we wonne myd yr myjtc^ 
^* We mowe segge, )wt we^ qabbe}^ to ansuerye noj;! myd ryji^. 
^' Wanne hii for soke ys, & for 8lew))ed, & to non defence ne 

come, 
^^ ))o we ]H)m chynakrye out of lier poer js norne. 
^ Yor hii ne mowe no^t s^ge, |«t with tresoo, dpet staljiei ft 

weredo^ 
^^ Yor wy)4nne nye ^ere son of hem ne com enes }«r to, 
Howwelli kyng'of ]» o)>er Brytayne) ^ he hurdejiys he sede; 
*^ ]>ey ecb of vs sete alday, ]ie best red to rede, 
^^ Beiere ansuers ne ssoMe we fynde^ * \fan ge abb^ nou ysed* 
]>ere yore we a^e bonoury wel of so nobk wyt \fy red« 



cc 



» Ye witeth ^r. ' F heyre. 
JVam bare in Ar. ' Hii were 
alle At. ^ Hii wonne thenu 
perie of Rome, h the hii hitte 
hadde an honde Ar, * C^it. 
ietiine ergo peciigaiex RomO' 
piipetendumf J>e Gallia au^ 
tern tive collateralibut insufU 
fion est retpondendum^ cum 
Wat dfffUgeretur defendere^ 
fuando easdeMpotettatieorum 
inbirahebamttt Galfr* Mon. 
^Of other londes, that we 
WOBoe wiA Tniyght jif . iNo 



mogh answere ther to widi 
ryghtv When they forsoke 
^d for sleathede, and to non 
defence come, Tho we thai|;h 
chiualrye oat of hnre hondes 
hit iiome. For hii ne mogh 
seye with tresoo, ne wid| 
stalthe, hit was do, Fortlies 
ix, yer non of hem ones come 
ther to Jr. * Than that that 
ye han sede. We) oaghte the 
man honoured be^ that 1$ kq 
noble of rede Jr. 

\ 
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<< Vor ■ jyfwe in Jjys roancre wende)>, vre ne hflep * anone 

"wyse, 
^^ )»t we ne 8solde abbe jfe maystre, wannc vre defend^ oure 

franchise. 
•* And wo so aDo]>er monne's * god bynyme wole myd vnryjt, 
" Myd rjjt he may ys^owelesc, jyf }«dcfendora)?|«myjtc. 
** And * wanne J>e Romeyns aboute be)?, vs to bynyme vr rjrjie, 
*^ Wyj? rcson we • wolle hem bynyme, jyf we mowe to gadere 

fyjt. 
** Non yt worj? ^ fended, J>at Sybyle fe sage scde by uorc, 
^^ yai ]>er ssold of Brutayne jnce men be ybore, 
^^ j^t ssold Wynne )>e emperye of Rome, ' & )?e lueje ydo y t jSf 
<< As of Bely and Constantyn. & J^ou art pe J^rydde ywys. 
*^ Hye * nou yaste Yorto auonge }>ys nobk honour al^ 
^* To brynge hem YAder )«, ' I'at )w wolde make her tval, 
*^ 9ye " nou to anhansy ys alle^ & ynelle nojt be byhynde, 
^ Ten ))0U8end hors '* y wrye, ych ^ wolle fynde. 



' Nam tif juxta prwdictam 
rationem, Romam adirei voltu 
eriiy non dubito quin triumpho 
'potiamuty dum libertatem no* 
9trAm tueamur ; dum juste 
ab inimicU nostris exigamusj 
quod i nobis ir\juste ipsi re* 
jfotere ineeperunt. Quieumque 
enim sua alteri eripere cona* 
tur^ meritOy qum sua suniy per 
cum^ quern impetity amittit 
Galfr. Moiu * In non wise, 
Tohanethemaistre, in defence 
of onre owene fnmchise Jr. 



* Good taketh with ynrtght, 
Ar. 4 Owene leose, & the de« 
fendour haue myght Ar. ^ Sut* 
the the Romeynes betb aboute 
to reue ts of oure right, Ar, 
6 Wolleth hem hure bynyme, 
& to gederes fight Ar. ? Ful- 
fuld, that Ar. > Of the two 
do hit is, Ar. 9 The faste for 
to Ar. »That wolde the 
make thral Ar. " Blyne to a 
Taunce ts alle, y wole noght 
be by hynde, Ar, '* Heled 
ther to y wole the fynde Atj 

4un8el| 
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Auiisd, pat \fe kjng adde ymad kyng of Scotlonde^ 

Glad y nou was ' myd }fys word, & yor joye held vp ys honde. 

^' 7or }mty* he sede, ^^ ychabbe yhard^ so gret joye yehabbe 

and bljrsy 
*^ * )mt y nabbe non tonge, ]mt mowe al yt ssewe ywys. 
^' Yor al| J^at vre abby]> of londes and of kynges bjruoie 
'^ y wonne myd cbyoaleryey yt jrfrnc]' me al Tor lore» 
" Bote we of Romeyns be awreke & of Saxons al so, 
*^ pit vre elderne er })ys so muche ssame abbe]> ydo. 
*^ And nou ^ tyme ys icome» jmt we mowe ben awreke, 
*' So glad jcham» > ]>at y ncftf wat yor joye speke. 
'< Yor y ne wylnede neiiere }>jng bo muche, as ych do her blod, 
^^ ^ Ou I Jhesu I yat J^ulke day wor]> me snete and god« 
^^ Suete wolIe]> ^ wonnded be to me, & no)>yng stronge : 
^' Suete wole ek my dep be, ^yf y^h ym auonge 
^^ Yorto awreke ' hor faderes, & to holde Vp oure francfayse, 
*' And yorto ^ anansy our kyng, as we ssolde in al wyse. 
^^ Secfae * we out jnUke halue men, nc abyde we noj^t to longe, 
^^ pai * we after her wrecche dep her londes auonge. 
^* And ycbolle our ost eche, & our bacfaelerye, 
<« Wylx)ute archers & yot men, wy)? tuo ]x)usend hors y wrye. 



' For that word Ar. * That 
I hane no tonge, to telle 
hogh joyfol my herte is jir, 
'That I ne wot, what Ar, 
4 Me thinketh, to hane to 
do o day with hem wold do 
me good. Softe wolde the 
wovihdes be to me, and no 
thyng stronge: Swete wolde 
also be my detb, yf y hym shal I 



a fouge Ar, s Oure Ar. 
* A raunce An 7 Aggredia^ 
mur igitur semiviroi ilioij JS^ 
aggrediendo perstemuiy uij 
devictit ipsis, eorum honorim 
bus cum Ida potiamur vtc^ 
toria Galfr. Mon. * We mogh, 
when they beth dede, hure 
faire londes fonge Ar. 



Of 
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Of men here of )^ loud JfcUfng adde }wr wj)NHrf0 

S^jly iKMMnnd bon ' y wrye^ S^ pai mm ft uajr rooieb 

^ kyoges of syx yles ek, as Norl^ewej & Yrlotiitey 

Grodlond and Orcadas, Denemarch and Yslondb* 

Seoe kyngtt ek aboote FmnncB, aa Bratayna ft Nofmaildyey 

Gasooyne and Aungeo, and al so Pycaidye, 

Of Peyto, and of o^ tuo^ and * done pen of Franotk 

Among hem alio ^ hii were «^ker al, wyJKiate balanoe. 

Of an bondred )KHisend borg, & four score )ioiisend )«rto, 

And )nre ^ sousend wel ywrye, & too hoadered also^ 

WyJ'oate foC men, ]mt were so tale, jml'pettmaiol wm ende^ 

)^ was a najt oompaynjey j>om al ]fe worid tt> wend#. 

)h> ff% was syker & byspdie, )« kyog bem bet ' echonst 

Yai bii wende ech in ys syde to bar Gontieye anon, 

And Yat Iiii alammasse day myd ber poer eome 

Ecbooe to Barbesflet, and }>es veage oome. 

)« kyog bed l^e messagers, J'at bii |>e senatour sedot 

jiat he woldo to Borne come, ac no truage h^m to l^de^ 

Ac vorto conquery of bym ]7olke saliie seruage, 

)Kit bii atky^p of bym ^ vyllycbe, & myd outrage, 



'Y heled, and that Jr. 
'Dasza Jr. • Syker hii 
were, with cute yariaance. 
An baadred thuseod hort he 
led, of fotmen was noo ends. 
Ther was a faire companye 
thorgh al the worlde to wen. 
de. Tho that al this was 
by^oke, and syker were 
alls at on, Eoery man to his 
qontrs highsde sons anon, I 



charged a Lammasse day with 
hare power hii coaie Eoery 
man to Barbefleet, and ihb 
Tiage nome. Thanne to the 
messagers answerd Arthur die 
kyng. That to Rome he w<rfds 
come and no traage bryng, 
Bat forto wynne ther of bsM 
thalke self seraags, Jr. 4 Sic^ 
9 L. echom * Spiteasly^ 4^^ 

And 
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And ]>9t he wolde to Rome come ]>e day \M fail hym tette 
' N ^^ ^^ ve))er so myjtei wanne hii hem: to gadere 

mette. 
}>\xs * depadede * })o^ )^ courts and ^ eche in ys syde 
parked hem aj^en ])e day, vor hai ' myjte leng abyde." 

JLjUCYE ]ie senatour, )k> he wuste )>ys maundement, 

Sone he.adde wyde abonte ya aiessagers * yseiid, 

Yorto gadery to ys help al ' \>tA poer of RomCy 

So }>at a^en Lammasae alk }ks kynges to hym come. 

Of Affryc and of Giece, of Spayne and of Syrye, 

Of BiedeB and of Peroes, * of * Ytoors, of Lybye, 

Of Egypt and of Babylonye, and of Frugye, 

And al so of '° Mesopot, of By tynie» of Boecye. 

Alle )?es kyngesy and al djim )»t were by Este Rome 

And al \>dLi to Rome ssolde seriiyse, to hym come, 

So )nt fourty )uMi8end hors & syxty hondied also 

J'er weie, "' )h> hii jare were, j^ys chyualerye to do. 

Kyng '* Arture bytok Modred, ys syster sone, ych wene 

^' ]rys lond to loke, ]x> he wende, & Gouernewaur \)e quen^.. 



' And ryght kaoa ho lo nyght 
when hii to gederes mette Ar, 
* IHgrediuniur ergo tegati, 
digredimmiur rege$j digredim 
uniur pr4H»reiy Sfj quod eis 
prmcepium fuerai^ perficere 
AM d^erumi Gralfr. Mod. 
^DetMt Ar. 4 Euery man weade 
oa his Byde, And every man 
ta bolde hit day a rayde hym 
thanne to vyde Jr. s F. ne 



my^teleng. ^Sent^r. ^The 
power Ar. ' Of Tharoe and 
of Libie Ar. 9 Iturm^ntm 
Galfr. Men. »> Mesopoteak 
Ar, "Tho hii were alle 
redy, this Ar.. **CompoL 
tiio igiiur adveniu ip$arum^ 
AriuriUy Modredo nepoti 
suocomervandamBriimaniam 
aique Ganuumwrw [Sic Co^ 
dezBISLquemmihi perqoam be- 

nigne 
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Vor he truste to ' hfm mest, as me ^yng\f he wel aj^ 

* And, as '^e ssolde her after yhure^ hii brojte hym su]ij^ to 

na^te. 
Myd al ys ost of ^jn londe to Soaf^hamptone he wende, 
And dude hym * in see, myd wynd )>at God hym sende. 
Jxo he come ver in ]>e see, and he aslepe was, 
^ At tyme of mydnjjt of ]>e nyjt, hym mrtte a greuoos caa. 
Hjm jfo^ie he sey a gryslych beore ' fle in ))e eyr anhey, 

* J^at alle \fe haaenes qaakede of }>e flj^t hym ]>ogte he aey. 
And an dreduol dragon fram the West come myd hym to fy^te^ 
]Kit ^ ]>e leom of ys eyen al \fe contreye * ly^te. 

And \>e dragon ' velde fyulke here, & to grounde hym caste* 
'"^ An noj^r dragon com fram Est, & myd )>alke dragon (kgt 

Taste." 
|h> \>e kynge awok, he told ys mey ne of f^ys cas. 
And some by|)o^e, and tolde wat \fe " bytokne was. 



tdgae donayit amicissimus Gnu 
Tesioi, licet alii Guennoveram 
& Guenheramy yel Gonnoram 
SITS Gouernwauram appelleot] 
reginm committcnsy cum exer^ 
cUu suo portum Haymonis «• 
dMty ubitempestivo ventorum 
Jlatu mare ingressus est Galfr. 
Moa. ''H^s lood to kepe 
tko lie wende, & also Gonnore 
the qaene Ar. 

'F. hem. *Ac, asyescholle 
her after hure, to most sorwe 
he hym broght Ar. ^ Forth 
in the see, An 4 Euene a 



boute mydnyght, hym mette a 
wonder cas An ' Fie oat of 
the Est an hegh. That alle 
men, that negh hym were^ 
quaked, whan they hym segh* 
A grisly dragon Iro by West* 
Ar. ^ Ctijiu murmure tUmUi* 
tora iniremebami Galfr. Moiu 
7Thur3h the lightntsse of 
his eyen An * A light Arm 
9 Oaercome this befe, Ar. 
<^ Loco hti^i versus hrnc ks Aet 
Ar. And ded left hym in the 
feld, this Arthur sore a gasta 
An y BiUOLnjng Jr. 

^at« 
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\^i J^e. dragon of by Weste bjtokned )« kyng Arture, 
And ]>e beore som foul geanti J^at me ssolde of ybure. 
' pat he ssolde ouercome pe geant ; & ]>e dragon of bylieste 
Bytokned ^ emperour of Rome, & })e batayle of the beste 
Ouercome bytokned ]mt ])e Romeyns ssolde al so* 
Ac ]>e kyng ne jugede no^t, }^t yt ssolde be so y do» 
)«r after hii come" to Barbesflet, & pyjte ]>er hy syde 
Her tentes and pauylons, her compaynye to abyde. 
Under ]»t ]^r com word to ]fe kjng Arture, 
\f9Li )?e meste geant, )?at mon ssolde of yhure» 
Out of )^ lond of Spayne com, & adde * jnomef Eleyne^ 
}^t was so.vayr, J^e kynge's nece Howwd of Brutajne^ 
And vpe )^ mount of Seyn Mychel yre lede atte laste, 
And J>e kyn^tes of \fe lond sywed after yaste, 
Ac hii ne mjjie nout a^en hym do. Yor ' w^>er so hii wende 
By water, o]«r by londe, anon ry^t he hem ssende^ 
^ Myd gleyue oj^er myd roches^ and uewe alyoe he let. 
And some he myd streng]>e nom, & al qujc hem fret. 
' Ai sfyllelyche wy|>inne nyjt ]?e kyn; nom js boteler 
Bedwer, fai nomon jt wste, and Gay js panyter. 



' Some seide also, that the 
kyng sholde with honour 
FIghte er longe were with the 
Cenatoor, And leide, the Cena- 
tour hi tokned the best of by 
Est, And Arthur (o the dragon 
that com fro by West Ther 
after hii come Ar, ^Rauesshed 
Ar. > Nam $ive mari^ sive 
ierrm tUmm invadebant^ aut 
navei emrum imgentibus iaxii 



obruebaty autdivenorum ge» 
nerum telis interimebai. Sed 
4r plures cupie^aiy qua se^ 
mivivosdevorabat Galfr.Mon. 
* With speres & stones also, 
fewe a lyue he let Ar, ^ Ai 
stillely, whan hit was nyght, 
Arthur depede a part Bed- 
uer his boteler, and Kay his 
stiward. And two squyers 
with hem also, that he muche 
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(Vor he (ruste to hem meste) and wende Ybr]i as alonk^ 

Yor ' he volde io such geant verdes lede vorte 

Vor o body, as ure sey)>, and so mache ek he tniste 

To hym sulue & to hardyssy. Ys men ivanne hii yt waste^ 

))0 he come toward ))ys hnl, a gret fiir )>eruppe he sey. 

And andper vppe a lasse hal, )^t ])er bysyde vas ney. 

Nou * nusfc hii*' i0 sofe, vppe we|«r ]>e geant were ; 

Bedwer he seikle torto aspyc stylelyclie verst J^ere. 

Verst io \>e lasse hul ' myd ^assyp, )>at he yond^ 

He ivende al by ^ater, Vor he ne ' myj^t no^t alonde. 

)h> ^he com ^ vp )>e Iiul an hey, he hurde atte bygjnnyg' 

Of a Womman a deoluol cry^ and a pytos vepyn^/ 

Verst he vtss sore adrad, fnit ]>e geant were {'ere ne^, 

And na)%Ies he * hentc herte, & drou mofe an hey* 

•'"po vond he " jcre fet fur, and a lute J»er bysyde 

" An " buryels al njwe ymdd, & a vommatiy }»t so cryde,' 



triste, And wende forth al pri- 
aely, that his ost' hit nyste. 
Whan thei negh the hulles 
come^ a fure uppoii they segh, 
And yppon the lasse hulle a 
nother that were somdel negh. 
Tlian nuste hii Ar. 

» Tania namque vlrtuteprce^ 
valendo negligellalcontrataiia 
tnonsira exercitum ducere^cum 
4* suos hoc modo inanimaretj 
Sf solus ad ilia destrttenda suffi- 
cere/Galfr.Mon. ^Dubfianfes 
illico super quern ear urn habu 
(asset gigaSy Beduerum diru 
guniyUt ceriitudinem reiexplo* 
rare/ Galfr.Mon. 4nabot, that 



he fond, Ar. ^Navicula Galfr* 
Mon. 5 Myght by load Ar» 
6 Cujus [montis"] dum caeumen 
incepisset ascendercy audita* 
desuper femineo uiulato £Sic 
Codex ille, quem mihi dono de. 
dit amicissimus GraTesius, nou 
ululatu"] printo inhorruit^ quia 
dubitavit ntonstrum adessc 
Galfr. Mon. 7 Up to the halle 
an hegh, at the bygynnyng, Of a 
womman hehurdeacry pitousljr 
playnyng Ar. *Tok good herte^ 
Ar. 9 Tho he fond ther a ftiyr, 
and a lytel Ar. '<> Sic giit- 
dem Codex (quem se'quimufj 
Harleyanufy prcrquo alii (ut 
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Alner holded sjtte )'ere, and anon, so heo y sey 

]« kyng Bedwer, heo syjte, and bygan to grede an hey, 

*^ Alas I aUst jnm wrecche mon, wach mys auenture 

^* Ha)y ]fe ybrdjt in to J^ys stede, alat I hou ssalt on dure ? 

*^ Alas! ))epynes, ]mt )h>u ssalt sone )H>1ye, depl 

^^ )>e pyte^ ]mt ychabbe of }>e, )H>ru out myn herte ge]). 

** Vot J^ys verbroydc geant, abbe he of the an syjt, 

*^ ]>y fayre body so genlyl Tor suolwe he wole to ny;t* 

^^ Yor he wole sone come ]>ulke verbroyde pece, 

^^ pat nom Helene, noble mayde, kyng Howwel nece," 

** pai ychabbe nou ry^t her ybured, was noryse ych was, 

'^ pat was al my soule, & al my lyf, ych wene non such nas. 



tit Ar. }er (sive }eTe)forsiian 
malini, Sed^ere (giiocf para- 
turn notat) retineo. " A bu. 
rieles newe made, & the worn. 

man, that cride, Al for olded 
& for wope, and tho heo segh 
Bedewer, ^^ Lord haue mer. 
cy," sheo sayde, " on the man 
'^ what dost though nouth her ? 
^^ Alas !" sheo seide, ^^ though 
^* wrecche man, what mys a 
<^ Tentnre Hath broght the to 
^< this stede, hogh shalt thoogh 
'^ longe endure? The pite, 
*' that 7 haoe of the, thurgh 
^^my herte it geth, Sory I 
^^ tun, that though (halt sufire 
« sone deth. For this foule 
^^ Geant, haue he of the a- 
<< tyght, Tbi body, that so 



^^ gentil is, wole sone be to 
^^ twyght. For hider he wole 
^^ come right sone that ilke 
'^ foule pece, That ranesshede 
^< faire Eleyne, kyngUowelc's 
** nece Ar. " Inspexit quo* 
que tumulum recemer factum, 
^ juxta eum quondam anum 
JUntem 4* ejulantem. Qua 
ut eum atpexity conspectum 
Jieiu impediente in hunc mo» 
dum profaia est : *• infelix 
^^ homo^ quod infortunium te 
^^ in hunc locum subvectaif 
^^ ! inenarrabiiei mortis 
'^ painas pasture ! miseret me 
^^ /tit, miserety quia tarn detesm 
^^ tabile monstrum Jlorem ju. 
^' ventutii turn in hoc node 
^^ comumet Galfr. Mon. 
T 2 « ' And 
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^^ > And * \>e wale he wolde {^ys teikdre ffng wbnhiy feul^ 

y noa, 
** And heo ne myjte yt soffry nojt, myd ledMr^ lie yirdob* 
<< )h> eode be to me olde ' wercbe, to endy ys ^ flonle cas, 
C* To wytnesse God ych take, |mt a^ea my irylle /t was) 
' ^' And dade by me ys kcherye, alas I Jmlke aftoaade! 
^^ }>ef uor fle }K>a bendy mboy vor syker be )x>a y founde, 
<^ Wanne be com)) by mie to Iygge» be wole )xs lynie miele 
*^ To drawe and vorsuolwe, perauntre at one mele. 
Bedwer^^ bygan to comforty )w womman m jft place. 
And by bet yre bote of byre wo bytyme, \Mn Code's grace. 
And wende a2;en to ))e kyng, and tolde al J^ys cas. 
ye kynjg was sory, )m> he wuste, ))at ^ {'et mayde aslawe was, 
^ Ac anauntre he ]x>2te faym do^ & dude hym ? in weye, 
)>ys clene mayde vorto > awreke, and ys felawes befe. 



' And as this foole Geant 
wold haue leye hare hy, This 
ilk Cure mayde he slogh 
tbnrgh his lechery. The yede 
he to me, olde wrecche, his 
lechorye to fiilfflle, I take 
God to witoesse hit vras a ye 

my wille. So that enere wole, 
whan hym lust with me haue 
a do. And thus I lyue in this 
penance, and dory moch wO. 
Wei sone he wole come her 
to me, and if though her be 
founde. Though shalt sey 
waillaway, & curse the harde 
stonnde. Bedewer Ar. ^ Namm 
quej rebepto infra Unerri- 



mum peciiu timorcj dum earn 
nefaimiu9 Hie ampleciereturf 
vitamy dhiHtnUoye luce dig^ 
tmmjJSnivii. UtigUttrUkm^ 
quw erai ikihi mUera epesy aU 
iera viiOy aiiera dultedojo* 
cundiidiiSy fmdo eoitu tuo dt^ 
turpare nequiviiy detestandi^ 
venere succensuty miki invUat 
(Deum Sf ieneeiutem memm 
tettor) vioientiam htgenH. 
Fuge, dilecie miy fuge, ^e. 
Galfr* Mod. ' jL. wrecche. *£/. 
foule. 5 The Jr. ^ la a 
yenture Jr. 1 1n fats w»ye', 
Jr. *A wreke^ With hb 
felawes tweye Jr. . * , 

Ar 
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Ar bii come vpe ' ]>ys hul, arst he was ycome 

\>ya gryslyche geant, & badde an vatte baru yopmei 

And yspyted bym ]>Qm out myd an yrcne spyte. 

And rostede in J^ys grete fare, to abbe \>e folle byte. 

Artur bed ys * felawes, talate hym y worj^e alone, 

^c syf bii^eye bym in nede,,}»t bii me made targynge none. 

Kyng Artur hym blessede, and baldeljche ynoii 

Tp.ward,)?ys ^ryslyche ' foarme myd gode berte bym drou. 

]7e * jeant, }>o be sey bym come, bygan ys mace adrawei 

})at tueye stalwarde men ne.ssolde no^t * enes wawe. 

Toward * \>e beued pe kyng be smot, ac be beote myd ys 

sselde. 
Ac ;ut be brydc aladoun, and wel barde yt velde, 
Yor yt ' )H)rte al ]>e bul myd j>e stroc was asloned. 
Artur was lyjt ynou, as be was ywoned. 
He bupe vp, }>o be wro]>}7e was, and ys sierd adrou, 
And smot * J^en ssrewe in tbe firount, myd gode emest ynou;^. 



> To the hul, the Geant was | 
come, And hadde broght a gret 
8wyn, that he hadde nome, ^r, 
* Felawes tho to lete hym al 
one, ^r. >Gest with good 
hert he drogh Ar* ^ Mox t/. 
io$ uiy nikU ialeprameditaiusy 
uipexitj festinavit clavam «tu 
am iumtre^ quam duojuvenes 
vix4terra erigerenL Evagu 
ntnii ergo rewgladium iuum^ 
^ pratenso clipeo^ quamium 
veiocUoi^iinebtUy properabat 
eumprwoederef aniequam ciom 
vam c€puiH. M iUe^ non ig* 
noru8 meditfUionii^ jam cepe^ 



rai eamy regemque interpo$iio 
cUpeo tanto conamine percui* 
sit J quod sonitus ictus 6f toia 
littora repteviiy Sf aures ^us» 
dem ultra w$0dum hebetavit 
Galfr. Men. iOnes An 
6 The kynge's bed he smot, 
he hept hyn wyth his shelde. 
But yut he bowede hit al 
doua, and, wel harde hit felde. 
For hit ferde of the strok al 
the hullo was stoned. Arthar 
was light a fote, as he was wo* 
ned. And lept yp, tho he wnu 
thed was, Ar» i F. }ope. 
» The Jr. 

t3 Ac 
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Ac ]>c vel & fless was so ' bard, & ]>e scolle hard & l^cke, 

\miy vor ]>ef yt ne come no^t )H>ru» ^ dunt nas no^ wycke. 

And ys mace he dude ek bytuene, * ac I'd blod adoun wende 

So vaste in eye, and in face, J^at h jm ney ablende* 

)« kyng ' bupte her & jfer, & leyde on euere vaste^ 

So strong yas \fe ssrewe, }^t no dunt ne niy^te hym adoun 

caste. 
He yerode» & grunte, & stod ajen, as yt were a strong bor, 
^tii euere wole ajen ]>e stroc, vorte he ne may namor. 
\>e kyng smot euere her and J'cr, so ]»t atte lasle 
Ernest of herte lie nome to hym, and adrou so vastc 
Calyburne, ys god suerd, )mt he scolle clef a tuo, 
)mt ]>e suerd was al ^er inne yhud, * ]fai brayn ornout also, 
\fo ' gryslych jal ]>e ssrewe ]^, f'at grislych was ys here. 
He yel doun; as a grct ok, psX b^ne)« ycoruc were, 
^ai yt t'ojte f^at al hul myd \>e vallyngc ssok. 
\fo stod ]>e kyng and lou, \>ey ech lyme hym ok, 
Vor he was wery yfajt. Bedwer he het ]?ere, 
))at he * croune of \fe grislych heued, & to caslel here. 
So J^at hii come to her felawes ^ in dawynge. 
So noble * los nas neuere jhurd, as me bar )>o ])e k]^nge. 



' Togh, and the scolle so 
thicke, That hit greuede hym 
nojt fill muche, thegh he harde 
hitte Jr. * And yut the Mod 
out weade, And ran in his eyen 
so, that hit hym mnche a blen. 
de Jr. s Lepte Jr. 4 The 
brayn cm out also. So grisly 
jxi\ the sherr«we, and grisly 



was his here. And fel douu 
as an oke, that for tome 
were Jr, s Exclamavit ve^ 
ro invisus ille^ Sf velut quer^ 
cusy veniorum viribui ertu 
dicaia^ cum maximo soniiu 
corruit Galfr. Mon. ^ Smyte 
of Jr. 7 In the dawenynge 
Jr. * A los was neuere Jr. 

Hys 
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Hys men tniste ]^ bet to hyqi, and mony blessynge 
He adde, rox he delyuerede men of an so voule J^nge. 
\>9 kjmg Arture's men y come were ecbon, 
Sone hii drowe hem toward France, vorto seche her foo. 
Hem com,tytynge, ]mt ' emperour ip France ycome was ^ 
Myd so gijet folc hym to seche, jfai sach nenere yseye was. 
\>er of nas nojt ])e kyng adirad, * ac yor}x>re he wende bysyde, 
And bygan to ' puthe ys panylons, hym vorto abyde. 
])eerl of Oxenford he nom, and ano))er erl al so, 
And syre Waweyn, ys syster sone, }>o al \>ys was ydo. 
And to Lncye \fe senatonr in J^ys manere hem sende, 
To hote hym, ])at hastelyche out of France he wende, 
0]>er j>sd be come ^ ambrwe, batayle vorto do, 
Vorto cuj?e, wej«r adde beterre ryjt |«r to. 
^ ]>Ys poble. kynjtes wende yor]?, and hete Lncye so 
Vorto wende out of France, ^ ol'er batayle do^ 
Quyntylyan, ys neueu, ansuerede atten endc, 
)>at he nas nojt ])uder ycome, out ]7anne vorto wende, 
. Ac to gouemy France, i J^at of ry^te of Rome ys, 
And }>at bote julpynge and host nojryng myd Brutons nys. 
• Syre • Waweyn, J?e gode kynjt, was J?o wroj? ynou. 
And ampng al fat folp hupte ner, and ys snerd adrou, 



' Themperoor Jr, * Ac 
wende ther hy side Jr. ^ 
Picche his pauelones* them, 
peronr to a bide Ar. 4 On 
the morwe, Jr. ^Thes Jr. 
6 Or elles the bataille do . 
The senatoar's cosyn Quin. 
plan answerede gayne atten« 



eod^, Jrf ^That holden of 
Rome {s, ^r« * Sire Wa. 
wajn the good knyght was 
tho wroth y nogfa, Grod wot, 
And sodeynly drogh his 
sweord, & of his hed he smot, 
And with that hed to hors he 
lepte, ther folwede hynf y 
T 4 nowf 
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And smot of jfai heucd, & anon [M keiied niyd bym nom. 

And yHjp ys felawes to yshors iror bem all ^t he com. 

Ac wat an horse, wat a Tote^ )>e Romeyns bym ftywyde ynon;. 

Yorto avreke her gret maysteri f^at syre Waweyn don* 

Geryn, erl of Carcoys, )«t myd fcyng Artore wav. 

He bytumede bym }xo be aey )« Romeyns Iu))er ' pai, 

And on ]xnra out |iat body he smot myd ys lance. 

]>e erl of Oxenfiyrd ek {^o^te of ys cheanoe, 

And byturnde hym^ & myd ys lance fom \fe {wote smot oe. 

And ]7U8 \fys ^re gode kyn^tys stared hem among her fon. 

|h> was ]^r on, ])at bet Marcel, ))at fondede myd al ys mayo, 

Forto ' awreke Qnintylyan, to sle syre Waweyn, 

Syre Waweyn bym byturnde, & an stroc bym ^ef, 

)nit al * )»t bened & \fe brest * clanlycbe bym to clef. 

^^ Go^^^ be seyde, ^< to ^ Quintylyan in bdle )>er be ys, 

*^ And seye bym, \>ai syre Wai^eyn bym sende word l^ys, 

^* J^at sucbe strokes )w Brntons conne ^yne y wys, 

^^ ' J^at be seyde, Jntt myd bym bote ;^alpynge & host nys. 

<< Vox * ychot wel Jmder |k>u ssalt, ffn dd )xm myj^ hym^ssewe. 

Hys felawes be bed tume a^en, ^ al \>ey bii were vewe. 



nowe Of Romeyns, to hkue 

wreke bore maistre, ifr made 

gret a yowe, Geryn Erl of 

Chartres.that messager also was, 

' Byturnde bym, whan he sey the 

"Romaynes folwe such a paas. 

And thurgh the body on he smot 

with his good launce Ar> 9 Ira^^ 

tus illico Gwalguanusy erne, 

quo ac'ctncius eraij irruit in 

iiumy ^, ^futdem capiie mmftu 

-tiioy ad 9{vo# cum socUs rem 



greditur, Imequuntur iitu 
que Romanif pariim pede^ 
partim equis, ui ^nc^Dem 
tuum in legato s omni niewdif^ 
fugieniii vindicent Galfr.Mon. 
' A yenge Quiadan, and 
quelle lire Ar. *The Ar. 
sAl deoe he to daf Ar. 
4 Quindan Ar. 'For be 
seide, but yilpyng and host 
with Brutons is Ar. ^ Ywot 
Ar. ' Al thogb they Ar. 

Hii 
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Hii tarnde ajen, & ech of hem att^ leste one abu* 

Ac euere jfe Romeyns after syweie vaste ynoug;. 

So J^at ]>er com out of an wode^ as yt was l^speke^ 

An syx ]^asend of BrntonS| her felawes vorto awreke. 

Hii come out myd god eyr, and asaylede vaste 

The Romeyns, & monye slowe, & somme adoun caste. 

I>o to Petreye, a gret Romeyn, )?ys tydynge come. 

Ten )H)usend of hors y wrye myd hym sone be nome, 

Voita helpe ys felawes, and )h> o])er ne my^te be. 

Toward \>e wode» fram ^ wanner he come, |7e Brutons gonoe 

tofle. 
Ac \fo hii come among narwe heggy^, hii stode ajen anon. 
And turnde * ]>e breste a^en, & vaste slowe her foo. 
And ]>e Romeyns stod a^en )>o, jvat {ler was giet slajt* 
' ]>e erl of Oxenford ysey, ])at f'ys fare nas no^t, 
}>ttlke, ]mi he mest truste to, as a gret companye. 
He bed hym sy wy, trwelydie to do chyoalerye. 
|>o l^ys vorewarde was ymad, ]H)ra out ^ ost he droa, 
Ajid percede )» ost )x>ru out, and vaste aboute slou. 
So ]mt to her mayster Petreye he come, 
And vaste, as he adde yjHi^t, by ^ necke hym mmie, 
And ' ]^a8te hym adoun of ys hors, & hym sulue al so 
^ Anowarde hym vel adoun, as he adde yj^o^t to do." 



> Whenoes that hii come, 
jln * Toward hare enemyes, 
& fsste leyde hem on Ar. > So 
that the Erl of Oxenford seygh 
bare fiue was noght, Ar. Adeo 
ut in Codice etiam Harleywto 
mnMpro nufonUan Hi repo* 



siendum^ « This ost Ar. 
^ Wrut Ar,.quo modo etiam 
in Codice Harleyano potest 
tegi^ $i liiteram frimam 
tton pro ^ sed pro p (nam 
in hoc ^ codice eodem modo 
ha UtUras ejginfuntur) ha* 

leau 



lUii Robert of Gloucester's Chronicle. 

^ Bomeyns sturte ' to'' anony her prince vp to reie, 

]« Brutons to heipe * her alf, vaste aboute were. 

)>er was puUyngand ssouyng, and stroc monj one* 

So }nA}fe Brutons atte laste, among alle her fon^ 

Myd streng]>e ladde vor]) Petreye ' her prince Yete. 

\>o ^ Romeyns were wy)? out chef) dyscomfortd hii were 

^ And to spradde hem. her & ]>er, . & ]>e o)«re after raste. 

And slowe & despoylede, and to grounde hem caste^ 

And astored hem myd her armes, & )>e hexte alyue nome^ 

'So )iat myd gret prowesse to * J^e" kyng Arture hii come. 

^ Welle ]7at ]?e kyng was \>o glad, vor he nuste her of no^t, 

Yayre ^y^^ys he hym ^ef, and wel mo he adde yj'o^. 

)>e prysons amorwe to Parys he sende, 

To holde in prison, & vfj]> ' hym god condut jfer wende. 

\ft Romey ns * JKJf^ie jfjfB wel, and, as fe maystres hete, 

Yyftene )H>nsend jfex wende, f^ysL prisons vorto mete* 

\fo ]>e Brytons come myd ]fe prisons ]7ar, 

JTe Romeyns come a^en hem al anony war, 

And wende hem to ssende anon, ac \fe Brutons ajen stodci 

And defended hem wyle hii my^te myd wd stourdy mode. 

So I'at,^ Yor defaute of help, hii were al ney yssend. 

Ac )h> com ]>e due of Peyto,. as God adde ]>e grace y8ead9 



' teas* Fel doun enene yp 
' hym, and ley ther hothe two 
Jr. 

' Deest Jr. * Hure lord, 

* faste Jr. J The Romeynes 

* prince there Jr. * And dis- 
' parpled her & ther, the Bra* 



' tones ' after hem faste, Ar. 
s Deest Jr. «The kyng 
was tho glad y nogh, for he 
wiste ther of noght, Jr. 
7 Hem Jr. «Thoght her 
on wel Ar. 

Myd 



Robert of Gloucester's Chrooicle. SIS 

Myd ]fre jfoasend hors y wrye, & ]>er of was ' j war. 

}h) were ]^ Brutons glad ynou, & \fen feld made bar, 

And J>e kyng of * Syrge, and monj oj^er hii slowe. 

And lonerdynges, ])at hii noroe, to prison vaste hii drowe. 

\fo hii to j>e kyng come, and ssewed her stalwardhede, 

l>e kyng wos ]>o glad ynou, vor h jm ]^ie he nadde no diede. 

XiUCYE ]fe senatour in ]>or^ was he sone. 

In such ard cas as hym yel, wat were best to done. 

So ))at he JKijte ' styllelyche, to a strong cyte wendey 

Yorte ^ emperour hym my^te more poer sende. 

Kyng Arture was her ^^ ywar, and jfCf^ie, ar he slepe, 

Myd al ys poer by ]>e wey somwar hym ^ kepe. 

Yot]> he wende myd ys ost, and )h> he was y come 

To ])e stede, jfer he wolde bee, cheueteyns he made somme ; 

As \fe kjng of Comwayle^ and of Scotiond al so, 

Of Norjmeye, of Denemarch, of Brateyne^ of Peylo, 

Of Gascoynci of Normandye, and erles jnt ])erto 

Of Cartoys, of Oxenford, of Leycestre al so, 

And syre Wawein ys neoea, flonr of corteysye. 

Ilys ost he delde a seuene, and in ech companye 

Yyf )x>asend and yyf hondred he dude of bachelerye 

And vyfty and vyue, and jfat was vayr seyngnerye. 

J'e ey^te)^ ost to hym sulue he adde )>er wy)H>utey 

Syx )H>usend and syx hondred )^re were in J^ulke route 



' Id eity be was aware of 
the trap of the Romans. 
Namy '< Guithardus eteniiity 
dux Pkiaveniiumy comperio 



« doio cum iribui milibui 
<< advenerai,^^ in Galfr. Mon. 
*Sirie, Jr. 'Priuely, Jr. 
4 To kepe Jr. 

And 



ttkA Vidheti of Gloucester*! Chronicled 

Aod syxty and syxe^ and js dragon yrerd df gokfe^ 

As in stede of ys baner, and ]7aane, ^yf eny wolde 

Ck>nie as to defense, )?at ner wonnded were, 

0])et ,wery, as in a castel recetted were )»re. 

]h> he addef^ys est yset, he bygan hem rede, 

And in ]7ys batayle to conseyly , and J^es wordes seyde ; 

** Myn ■ leue * priue kynjtes, ]nd gode abbyj? euerc y be, 

(^' Vor non, as wyde as fs ]>e worI» me ne ssal ^oure per yscy) 

*^ ' ^e abb^ y mad lenedy, Brutayne ^pare owe load, 

^^ Of J^reUene kynedoms, ]7at we abb^]> in vr hond* 

** Vor J>ey je abby)? nou vyf jcr * of batayle vn vsed be, 

^' ^nt in ^oure noble prowesse wei ' durynde ]^ch jou se, 

^' ])at so gret folc of Romeyns ^e vewe mad fle 

'^ In to ]7ys toon her byuore, J^at sone wolle)^ oat te. 

^* Andje ssolle hem mete& qu^Ue, as so monye ssepe, vor ^9j^t. 

^* Hii ^ wende wel her owe slenj^e on ^ou abbe y ca2;t, 

^^ Wanae hii wolde of ^ure loud so yyllyche abbe traage 

^^ And noble p(ien, as-je be]), r brynge in so yyle sernage. 

<^ Nute]) hii no;^ ^ chyualerye, \iai ;e abbe)> in Fraiice ydo, 

^' In Norjmeye, & in Denemarch, & in oper londes al so, 

^' Of her stynkynge semyse Jntt ^e abby]) out ybro^t ? 

^^ ))ys aloe men je ssolle wynne wel lyj;tloker & vor nagL 



' Domestici meiy qui Brit- 
ianniam ierdenorumregnorum 
fecUiis dominam, vestra con.' 
grtUulpr probitaiiy quam nuL 
iatenus deficere^ immo magis 
Hgere^ contidero Sfc. Cralfr. 
Men. * Preuede Ar. s Ye 
haaeA wonne to Brutayne, that 
18 our kynde load, Thritty 



grete kyngdomes, and beth 
nogh in cure hond ^r. 4 Out 
of bataille be, Ar. i Doryng 
Ar. ^ Sane orUntalium ^eiu; 
tium tegnitiam in vobis esse 
existimabanty dum pairiam 
vestram facere tribuiariamy 
4r vosmeiipsos subjugate (tfm 
fecUtrent Galfir. Men. 

" ' Wuch 



Robert of Gloucester's Chronicle. 

^ ' Wuch onouers ivolde ^ou come, ^yf je hem oueroomtftl 

*^ Vox we wolde anon \fex after vor]) and wynne Rome. 

<< Of ]fe tresoafi ]mt j^ou ]»nne * wor]),*^ ne of toiinesi mt c^ 

toursi 
'^ Ne of loodes^ non ende ne worfy, ne of o)^ie honoan. 
]^t folc b7 hete hym ]>o echon, prest vor to be 
To deye raj^er in ' field, Jntn )>e batayle fle. 
Lucye ])e cenatour al so in ys dede 
Ordeyned and radde ys ost, and ^s wordes seyde: 
^^ Myne noble kynjtys, to was poer and hesle ^ 
^^ Alle londys ssole abouye ^ to' by Weste and by Esfe^ 
^^ })enchej> on jonre eldemei \>at were of so noble my^te, 
^* ' Ne dradde no^ to ssede her blod, rorto Wynne her tjrst^ 
'< Ac eiiere f<^te, ^ as hem nere de\f yssape none, 
^* An so hii wonne her seygnerye, & onercome her fon, 
'< And adde seruage of al )« world, were yt nou wel bygonne. 
<^ ])at we lore }>e hoUeye, ]>at hii so noblyche wonne ? 
An em, in stede of ys baner, he sette yp of golde, 
And wende toward Yfn batayle, ab^de woso wolde. 
Hii made her cry in ejpet half, & to gader esmy te, 
Wo nuste nenere of sla^t, Jwre he myjte y wyte. 
^ ]»t folc vel doun to grounde aslawe, as lenes do)y of tre, 
pt Brntons adde )>e worse ' yorste, yor hem was lo]) to fle. 



a» 



' Gret honoar yogh wole 
byfalle, the Romeynet and ye 
oaercoBue, For we wole a non 
ther after wende to wynne 
RoniOilr. *Shal h^im, Jr. 



J The fold, Jr. 4 Beat Jr. 
i That dradde Jr. « As 

thogfa hem nere deth shape 
noo, Jr. 7 The folk Jr. 
• Fight /)ro yorste in Jr. 



%16 Rdbert of Gloucester's Chronicler. 

)rb kjrog Bedwer was \fexe aslawe, vor ]^ kyng of Medes 

himslou 
Wyjd i^n lance J'oru )>e J^roie, as he toward him drou* 
Kay ys felawe hym wolde awreke^ ^J^g ^f Anngeo^ 
And to de))e was in ]nilke ' verde ywoonded al so. 
And ^Qt) as a noble kyn^t* hys felawe's body he nome^ 
And ^tx wj\>^ ded as yt was, to })e kynge's dragon corae« 
On I lonerd I \>e deol \>ai ]}er was of hem of Nonuandye, 
)h> hii seye her kyng aslawe, flour of cbjrualerye ! 
^ deol ek of hem of Aungeo, }>o hii her kyng yseye 
* Wyl> wonnden to raunoed so, ]7at he moste nede deye I 
Hyrel, Bedwer's neueu, ]7o ys vncle aslawe he sey, 
' He yerde as a wjtles mon, yi was to be hym n^. 
Myd }nre hondred kors y wrye in ys wod rage he wende 
Yorto a wreke ys ^ vncle de)?, as ver ys herte tende. 
He perced ost and oj^er, vorto he ysey ynou 
jfe kyngys baner of Mcdes, |^t ys vncle slou. 
So gret was ys herte, J^at of dcp he ne ro;^ no}>yng. 
' To grounde he smot be & ys, & aslowe J^en kyng, 
And jtetf as ys vncle ded lay, ys foule caroyne he brojiei 
And ry^t I'er by pcce mele hakked yt al to npjte. 
]x> gradde he to ys felawes, myd gode herte J^ere^ 
To legge on vaste \>e lu]?er men, ]fe wule hii ^ versse were* 



' Route wounded j4r. 
^ With bis woundes alto 
raced, that ^r. ^Heferd, as 
he were wod, myght noman 
come hym negh Jr, 4 Un- 
de's deth, so his herte tende 



Jr. sBut atte laste the 
kyng Mede to his eynde he 
broghte, And thuder, diat 
bis yncle lay» his clurolgiie 
broghte Jr. « Fresh Jt. 

Tor 



.Robert 6f Gloucester's Cbroniclis. Sl!7 

Vor \>e prowene ]>at he adde ydo, bii stured bem alle vaste,* 

* And fojte in eypet alf^ and Yet folc adoan caste. 
In |w Romeyns alf to dej^e )>er were ydo 

pe kyng of Babylone, & \>e kyng of Spayne al so,. 
And Jie kyAg of Medes, & tueye gret scenatours, & folc Vfj^ 
oute ende. 

* In J^ys balf jfcre were aslawe ]fe noble men and hende* 
Sjrre Lyger dac of Babyloyne, & ano]?er due al so, 
And }>e erl of Salesbury, and of ' Cycestre ]fevio i 
And also )« erl of Ba)^, so ])at )H>ru ]?ys cas 

])e compaynye ^ aj'es balf mnche ane]>ered was. 

)h> com ]fe kyng of Brutayne, & syre Waweyn ]^ bende« 

Myd ber nywe ost al ' verss, & stured hem in ecb ende ; 

So yai yet were among bem f'ere to de)^ y do 

A gret due, and tuo )H>usend, and o)«r myd al so. 

* I'e" kyng Howwel, & syre AVaweyn, ? \m,t' so gode bodyes 

were, 
s Euere bii were ylycb verss^ & slowe bere & \^Te* 
Bote bii som mon bro^te adoun, newe duntes bii smyte. 
Wepex of hem betere were, ' strong yt was to wyte. 
Syre Waweyn wylnede euere myd al ys myjte 
Myd Lucye }>e scenatour in batayle to fyjte. 
'^ Lucye ne wylnede naj^emo, noj^yng so muche alonde, 
As to fy^te myd a such kyn^t, byra sulue vorto fonde. 



'So that fther was in ai. 
ther side much folc doun caste 
Ar. * In Brulones side Ar, 
' Chestre Ar. 4 Of £ru. 
toa^s half much a peired was 
Ar. f Fressh Ar. * Deesi Ar. 
1 0mittii Ar. ■ That place 



hii made whar hii come, and 
stored her and there Ar. 
9 Wonder it Ar. <o Lude 
welnede also no thyng more in 
londe. Than forto fight with 
sire Wawayn hym self forto 
fonde Ar* 

So 



81$ ftobert of Gloueester's Chronelfe. 
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So ]»t bu mette beni ])er, bo)w hii were wel TttWVt 

' \tt were duntee ary^t, «id soerdes w«l ^isfVM* 

\t Romeyns come to her mayster sone^ to holpe hem in sock 

So )^cke, )mt gyre Waweyn ney ybro;;;! to growide waa. 
}» kyng Arture y t ynder jf^^ and come sone in astomide. 
«< Wat do * ^e," he sejde, <^ syie kyo^tys ? Qodl^ oa (6 

grounde. 
<* Wy lete ffi ' )>y8 aloe men ]?U8 longe alyne go ? 
^ ]^nche]7 on }>e batayles, I'at ^o abby)^ ar \j% j do, 
*^ On yr eldenie, }>at J^ys wrecches ^ wonede myd ynry^te, 
<^ On Tre francbyse, )mt hii wolde bynyme ts, jjrf hii mnfjfe. 
<^ Ne Iate)> none alyae go, io groonde foskjU^ ^oiire ton. 
<* Syre Galybourne ys suerd he bygan to ssake anon. 
And slou to grounde her & J^er, ac he ne smot no^ one ^ 
^ he ne slou hym o)^ ys hors, &, among hem echon, 
]ft kyng of Lybye Sc of Bytynie hym sulf he gan quelle 
Myd Galybourne, & sende her h^^ene soulys to heUe. 
\t BmtoBs, as hii yersse were, io grounde \o slowe, 
And \o Romeyns in her alf yaste ek a^en drowe. 
Lucye, to hardy ys men, prykede her and )wr. 
And bygonne as anywe batayle ryjt as hii yersse were* 
Morond, erl of Gloucestre, myd ys ost by syde 
In an yaleye houede, }>e endynge yorto abyde. 
Atte histe myd ys yersse yolc ijo hem he come J)ar, 
And bydosede ' J'ys Romeyns by h} nde anonywar. 



AiBMata 



'Dnntes ^r were grete y 
ymyte of sweordes that were 
4rawe Ar. > Ye nogh my 



knyghtes alle? qaelleth Ar. 
i Thes halue men Ar. 4 Wcr* 
red Ar. « The Ar. 

to 



Robert of Gloucester's Cbronide. 319 

]>o were \fe Bmtons al aboue, hii slow e ]>o to grounde 

2;e mony )H>aseiid of )>e Romcyns in a lutd stounde. 

fe ' scenatoar was wyj) a sper Lucye }fOTVk ysmjte, 

]7o adde \fe Bmtons ]?e maystrye al by^yte, 

]>e Romejrns, )^at myjte of scapye, flowe vaste sone, 

And }>e Brutons after, yorte hii were alle ouercome. 

* Armes hii adde )>ere & hors, & alle rychesse y nou. 

\>e kyng, )h) hal \ffs was ydo, toward reste drou, 

And let |w bodyes of ys men^ )7at aslawe were^ 

Gadery out and bur ye noblyche ynou ]>ere. 

Kyng^s in to her owe londe he let lede al so, 

As Bedwer in to Normandie, and Kay to Aungeo^ 

And ano]^ in to Flandres^ and o))ere of )^ route 

Kyn^tys he let burye in abbeyes ))er aboute. 

Men bysyde of }fe loud he het to burye js fon. 

Yor he ne kepte ror reu)^^ )mt )>er wer ynbured non. 

Ac Lucye's body be sende ' hym to Rome^ 

And bed hem, )»it her maystre^s body vor ys truage nome> 

And )?at he nolde neuere more o)^ traage hem sende, 

Ac he wolde hym sulf ^nt J^uder come, & seche hem in ech 

ende. 
Grettore batayle )^an ]>js was, y ch wene, nas neuere non. 
Bote yt were )7alke of Tro^e, yor jfet nas vnnej^ non 
Prince in al fe world, jmt ne moste be ]?er, oj^r sende 
Fram ]fe West side of ]>e world to ]7e Estmost ende* 



' Cbeoenteyn An ^ Ar. | hors and lychcsse y nogh An 
mare the Bnitones hadd« & | > Hit Ar. 

Yol. I« X7 to 
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i^ 



y/^ 



\o adde]>e kyng Arture y wonne fram )w Westmost see 

* Anon to \e mouns.al ))at lond, ar he come a^e^ 

He J^o^te * Wynne al dene Rome, & al j>e lond \ex aboute. 

And Torio ' passy vor]? \e moons, he jarkede Taste is route. 

And as he was prest to do ]?ulke noble dede, 

A roessagcr com fram J^ys load, & nywe tydynge hjrm seyde, 

}7at Modred, ys neueo, ^ wan he bytoe ]^ys lond, 

Adde ynome ys kynedoni clanlyche in ys hond, 

And ycrouned hym sulue kyng, )>ora )>e quene rede, 

And huld hyre in ' spoosbruche in vyl flesse's dede. 

Alas ! j>e luj^er tricherye ! hou my^ * be more ? 

}po was }pQ kyng Arture vol of sorwe and sore, 

7 In wuch alf turne he nuste )h>, we]>er Est \t West, 

Ac to wreke hym > of ys luj^er neueu, ys herte ber euere best 

}pc veage toward Rome he 9 byleuede vor \ys cheanoe. 

And )>e kyng Howel of Brutaine myd )>e poer of France . 

He 'o byleuede J>er, towardy ys londes byjonde sec. 

And hopede to wynne Rome, wanne he come efl a^e. 

Myd \e poerof J^yslonde hyderward hedrou. 

And myd '' )» kynges here bysyde hym J?ojte '*er longe ynou. 



' A non to the mountes to 
ward Rome non was Iiym a 
yee, Ar. * To wynne Ar. 
) Passe ouer the mountes, he 
grethed faste his route Ar, 
4 Wham hebytoke^r. ^Spous- 
brcche in vil lechores ded Ar. 
^ Hit be Ar. *. In whather 
lialf tourue he myghte he 
nuste Est or West, Ar, 
*0f Mordred, his herte Ar. 



9 Lefte Ar. '^ Bilefte, to 
kepe his londes ther by yonde 
the see Ar. " <— dimiao 
Hovlof duce Armoricorumj 
cum exercitu Galliarumy ui 
partes illas pacificarety con^ 
festim cum insulanis ianium- 
modo re gibus ^ eorumfue ex. 
ercitibiiSj Britanniam remea^ 
vU Galfr. Mon. "Erst Ar. 



Ac 



Robert of Gloucester's Chronicle 



S2l 



Ac Modred, ])e la)>er suyke, J'er byuore bysojfe 

Cbelryk k]^ng of Saxons, ))at ' he hem help bro^fe, 

And he byhet h jm and ys al Kent ver and ner, 

AI }»t Hengyst adde wule * wyj>e kynge^s daye Vorlygcr : 

He byhet bym and ys also al Nor))omberIond« 

' Al ))at lond fram Homber anon into Scollond. 

^ ))o J^at eyjte hondred ssypes into \>j8 lond he brojte 

' Vol of Saracens yarmed, as he hym bysojte. 

Grct poer of Yrlond Modred hym ^ wan al so 

Of Pycars, and of ech maner men ]^r to, 

}rait he waste }>at no loue to ))e kyng Arture here. 

So pat ey^te score ]H>Qsend of hors y wrye \>eT were 

In ^ ys ost| )h> hit were gadered in J^ys cas, 

Wat of Cristyne, wat of payns, & al to muche pat was. 

)k> Artare myd ys poer arinede in )>ys londe^ 

Modred bygan myd ys ost a^en vaste stonde. 

Atte hauenc an batayle hii smyte myd gret mayn, 

l^er was aslawe * l^en hende kyn^t ]>e noble syre Wawey n, 

And Aunsel \>e kyng of Scotlond, and mony Jninsend also. 

Ac la]>er Modred atte laste, )k> al ]?ys was y do, 

Flen myd al ys poer to Wynchestre vaste, 

So 'pat pe kyng Arture pe veld adde atte laste. 

)h> * Gnanwaur, J^e luj^r quene, hurde of )>ys cas, 

Fram Euerwyk to Carleon heo flen myd quyc pas, 



' He som help hym broght, 
Ar^ > By kynge'8 2^r. 'And 
the lond toward Humber Jr, 
*So that Ti. hundred shipes 
Ar^ d Gaffriduf Man, plane 
Hi Codex Ilarleyanus. sFul 



of mysblleacd men^ as he Ar, 
* Gat also Ar. i This ost, 
whan hii Ar. ' The carteys 
knyght Walwayn Ar, 9 Go. 
noure, Ar, 
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Robert of Gloucester's Chronicfo. 

And hj com nonnejwr, to l;^bbe in chaste lyue. 

' Som wat heo was er adrad^ ar heo hyede so biyiie. 

Heo ne hycde no^t a^en yre louerd, to woloome hym to bod^ 

* 2i|t yre was betere nonne be, )xin come vnder ys hondfc* 

]h> kyng Arture adde ybuied ys fdc )mt ded was» 

He sywed after \fe traytor myd wel qnyc pas. 

)» ssrewe ' parked ys ost, and a^en hym com, 

And W7}K)ut Wynchestre nnopei batayle be nom. 

Jier hii dude sorwe ynou, and slowe to grounde vaste, 

Ac )« traytor was ^ byne)>e, and flea atte laste 

To Gomwayle myd god eyr, he ne dorste no ner abyde* 

l^r he gadered hym nywe^st^ aboute in eche syde, 

So )«t he adde ' vnder al. myd ]mt hym bykaed er, 

Syxty )H>U8end hors ^ y wrye, al to mucbe was })er. 

Hys ost he ' dy^te suy)>e wel, al hon yt ssdde be, 

And suor he wolde raj^er deye, jmn euer eft to fie. 

Kyng Arture was anguysous * in ys companye, 

)«t }fe lu)>er traytor adde of scaped hym so tuye. 

He sywed hym myd ys folc to Cbrnwayle Taste, 

Bysyde \fe water of Gamble hii mete * hem" atte laste. 

1^ hii smyte an batayle deol u<d y nou, 

Jmt deol yt was so muche folc in ey^'er syde me slOo. 

Vor \fet nebyleued in noj^er syde none hey mon nrnpCf 

Kyng, ne due, ne o]>er, ]7at nas ybro^t to dejfe. 

'A gast heo was to reli- i ^Ouercome, and flegh, Ar» 
gion, er heo highed so blyue. i Under hym, with that hym 



Heo ne yede a yenst hure lord, 
Ar. ^ Beter hare thoghte 
noane to be, than to come, Ar, 
^Tttt orde;^ned Us ost, Ar. 



leuede er, Ar. ^ Heled, alto 
Ar. ^ Gan a lays fasts^ hogh 
hit sholde be, Ar. > And his 
Ar, 9 jDciii Arm 

Ac 
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Ac Modred J?e traytor adde more folc * of" y nou. 

}x) \fe kyng Arture ysey, ]7at me js folc so slou, 

And ]>e kyng of Denemarcli was aslawe, & ]>e kyng also 

Of NorJTweye, & of ys oJ?er men mony ]>ousend J^erto, 

And he sey, )>at ys fon stode euere ajen vasle, 

To )?e Intel folc ])at he adde he spec atte laste« 

** • Sulle, he seyde, '* n lyf dere ar we be ded, 

*^ > And ychelle sulle myn dere ynou, wanne ]>ex nys oj'er red, 

'^ Abbe ych slawe ]>e false suyke, }>e l\x\fex traytor, 

^^ Hyt wor]? me }>anne yorto deye gret joye & honour. 

He drou Calyborne ys suerd^ and in eyther syde slou, 

And Yorte he to })e traytor com, made hym wey gode ynou. 

He hente of yerst ys belm^ and Bvipj^ myd wylle god 

Anne stroc he jef hym, myd wel stourdy mod. 

And ]K>ru baubert and ys colcr, )«t nere noj^yng souple, 

He smot of ys heued as ly^tlyche as yt were a lute stouple. 

Jrat was ys laste chyualerye* J^a vayre ended ynou. 

VoT ]>e folc so )7ycke com, \>e wule he her louerd slou, 

Aboute him in ech alf, J^at among so mony fon 

He aueng de)H;'s woundcy and wonder nas yt none. 

Ac ouercome vas be no^t, ))ey ys wounden dedlych were. 

)>o ^ he adde ys laste chyualerye ]7us noblyche.ydo ]>ere, 

He^ 2^f }>e croune of ]?ys lond }>e noble Constantyn, 

(pe erl Cadoie's sone of * of Comwayle,) fat was ys cosyn 



' Deesi Jr. • " Selle we," 
he'ieyde^r. 'Myn shal be 
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And let hym Icde in to an yle, yorto hele ys wounde. 

And deyde as.]^ beste kynjt, J'at me waste euere yfounde. 

Ac na)>eles |>e Brutons and }>e Cornewalysse of ys kunde 

Weny]? be be alyue jut, & abbe]' hym jut in roynde» 

]>Bt he be to comene jut, to wynne ajen J^ys lond. 

And nojt, vor jmn at Glastynbury ys bones sup]^ me wond. 

And ]>et touoro ]>e heye wened, amydde ]>e quer y wys. 

As ys bones lyggef , ys tumbe wel vayr ys. 

In vyf hondred jer of grace, and fourty and tuo. 

In ]>js mancre in Cornwale to de)« he was ydo. 

CONSTANTYN was J)o kyng, after ]>e kyng Artnre. 
' As )>e Saxons sette ajen hym, ]fe wule hii myjte dure ; 
And Modrede's tueye sones, jfc wule hii dorste abyde^ 
Ac Gonstantyn * hem to drof, ey)>er in ys syde, 
J^en anne in to Wynchestre, and ))er wy}? sorwe j nou. 
In chyrche to vore ]^ heye wened Gonstantyn hym slou. 
|w dper Sen to Londone, and ])oru Gonstantyn al so. 
)«r by uore ]fe heye wened to de\>e he was y do. 
Conan ' slou svLJipe Gonstantyn in \>e J^yrdde jere. 
At Stonhenghe he was yburyd, as ys eldeme were. 



oratione solutd qumdam con* 
ceptafuisse k fragmenio quo» 
dam plane colligo, ^ Dele, 

* The Saxones werred faste 
on hym, ^r. omissoKS^pro quo 
ac maiim* * Aboute hem drof 
ech on his side. And wente to 
Wynchestre, Jr. ^Exindeierlio 



anno inierfectus etf] Contlon- 
tinuf] d Coftufio, 4* J<<x/a 
Utherpendragon infra lapU 
dum structuram sepultusfuii^ 
quw hand longe a Salesbiria 
mira arte composita Anglo^ 
rum lingua Stanheng nuifcaf- 
patur Galfr. Mon« 
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Seyn Dauyd deyde Jwr byaore, hyssop of Walys, 
And J>er he was vayre yburyd, in ys owe chyrchc ywys. 
Constantyne*8 neueu Aurely was kyng |>o, 
And Icuede in ys kenedom tuo jer and nanmo. 

V ORTYPOR was ]>o kyng vour jere vnnejje. 
]Hi Saxons he broghte al byne))e, & mony on to de|^. 

JVlALGO com ]fo after hyra, I»t J>e yayroste kyng was, 
)>at me waste euere in ]>y8 lond, & al so ]>cr nas 
Streiigore mon non by ys day. vor he wan ek to ]?ys londe 
l^e syx yies Jmt hc\f aboute, and heldys adde an honde. 
As Godlonde, and Orcadas, and al so Yrlonde, 
NorJ^weye^ and Denemarch, and al so Yslonde. 

« 

V/ARYC was kyng after hym, ^t stalworde mon was, 

Ac to pront he was & to (kis, }>at ssende ^fs londe alas ! 

Vor }>e Saxons & ]>e Englysse men were euere in ]?ys londe^ 

And adde a^en ]>e Brutons euere worre an honde. 

}>o hii seye J^falshede of ]>e kyng Carryc, 

Hii wcnde after ^ Godmond, )»it was kyng of Affiryc, 

To heipe hem wynne J^ys londe, & by hete hym vayre ynou. 

}>e kyng Grodmood myd vayr ost hederward sone dron, 

And myd hondred )H)asend men, & syxty )>oa8end jfet to, 

He come here myd pe Saxons )« worre yor to do« 



' Katerik Ar. t Qui tunc in Hibernia erof, vi h Galfrido 
Monametensi linnet. 
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]^ Saxons, and ' )«t grete folc, )»t come so of AffiryCy 

Asayled vaste ^ Brutonsi and her kyng Carryc. 

Mony batayle hii sroyte, & sywyde vpe bym vaste. 

And fram toune to tonne bym dryne, so ]Mit atte bate 

Hii dryue hym to * Cyrenoestrei & bysyged bym }ier inne. 

J^en toune bii barnde vpen hym, ar bii myste * bym Wynne. 

)»r hii smyte an batayle, 8u]>}>e hit dryue ywys 

Caryc ouer Seuerne Weste in to Walys. 

Yor ])e ^ knnde men of )>ys londe recetted were |wr 

Euere, wanne of strangemen y worred Ui were, 

])et lu]>er be]«ne folc ' varnde ]fo vaste, 

And ^ desturde al )>y8 londe, and tounes adonn caste. 

Wat mydfure, wat myd suerd, bifdestmdealt'at hiifi»unde. 

Hii ne sparede prest, ne chyrcbe, )iat bii ne brogte to grounde. 

Hii, )>at roy^te of scapye, vaste flowe \texe 

To Walys, and to Cornwayle^ and budde hem Tor foe. 

I^e erche hyssop of Londone, and of Eoerwyk al so^ 

JH) hyi seye, J^at Cristendom to grounde was al ydo^ 

And chyrcben alle yeast ydonn, ]?e reiykes hii nome ywys^ 

)7at bii adde of holy men, and flowe in to Walys. 

]^ reiykes nolde hii nojt byleue, ac here wy]) hem yor fop. 

Yor ra)>er bii wolde ymartred be, )>an hii ^yperysed were. 

And into ]>e lasse Brutayne men flowe al so J^cke, 

So ]mt here nas nojt byleued, bole he])ene folc and wycke. 



' This much folc, Ar. 
• Circetre Jr, cum i. civitas 
passemm supraliH.ab ead^ mih 
nu. • Hit Jr. ^Synde Ar. 
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So ^t fram Nor)^ into ]^ Sou]? no Cristendom nas, 
Ne fram Seaeme to ]>e Sou)> see, ac pure hejienesse was. 
Alas I alas I J« god Arture, to ' vcr he was J>o. 
Ilys de\f brojte to J'ys load muche s6rwe and wo. 



* Saxons & \>e Englysse, & her coropajnye^ 

Adde ]k> of }>ys londe al dene \>e mayttrye, 

And made hem kyoges of ]fys lond, as hii adde bynore, 

Ac j>e Brutons nadde so cleoe er neoere her poer uerlore. 

]fe Saxons and jfe Englysse in pes bulde )h> 

£ch kyng ys kynedoro, ]>at hii dude er in wo. 

Syx kynges hii were some tyme^ as of Kent, of Westsex, 

Of Estangle^ of Nor}>homber| of )« Marche, of Estsex. 

In bygynnynge of ]jb boo me may rede, and no^t lye, 

Hou muche lond ech of hem adde to ys partye. 

}>e yerste kyng ^t of Saxons was, was verst kyng of Kent 

Hengyst, )H>ru wan ]>yB lond yerst was yssend. 

Hyt was ' eyjte & fyfty jer aftei^ Hengyste's kynedom, 

Ar eny kyng of Saxons in Westsex com. 

Yor Hengyst was kyng fimrty ^er, & in )»e eyjte jere 

After ys de]? at ^ememonpe aryned J^er were 

Yyf ssypnol of Saxons, y armed wel y nou, 

Certyk het her cheuenteyn, ]>at to ]js lond hem diou« 

Wel seoe ^er )«r after* a duC| (pat wyde was oou)> J 

Y cluped Port, myd ys ost ^ atte hauene of Portesmo)?, 



' Fer Jr. * Tlie Sazones Jr. » idrili. yer after Jr. 
4 Aiyaed at tlie banene Jr. 

And 
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And after Port, jfai was ys namei ^ hauene me clape)> so. 

So J^at ber poer euere wax, ]>e Brutons ssame to do, 

And mony a batayle hit smyte. So fnX atten ende 

])e Saxons wonne of J^ys lond al )^ Soa)> ende 

Enere by Soupe Temese fram Est into West. 

Certyk hii made ]>et kyng, vor be was J^erto best» 

Westsex hii clupede ys kynedom, as ^e abby)) yhurd ylome. 

J'ys was a lute byuore ar kyng Artnr come. 

|w vecste kyng of Nor)>bomber in \fe jer of grace bygan 

Yyf hondred & seuene and fourty, ' as me telle can. 

After kyng Arture yt was, and \>o was Kynryc 

Noble kyng of Westsex, after ys fadyr Certyc. 

Yot )h> \>e Englysse men adde in pys londe poer, 

Hii worrede Nor)>ward, and wonne ver and ner. 

So J^at bii wonne Homberlond, & a noble bachyler, 

fat bet Yde^ hii made kyng, ]>er nas naur po ys per. 

He come of Woden pe olde louerd, as ^ in te\>t kne, 

])at }>e ' Saracens wene]?, |)at he a gret God be. 

Vor )>ulke Woden/ pe grete louerd, sones adde )>re, 

Weld^, and Wyjtleg, and Beldeg \mi was so fre. 

Of Weldeg come ]>e kyng of Kent, & ]>e kyng of J'e March of 

]xi oj^r. 
]fe kyng of Westsex & of Homber of pe [nrydde, )xit was her 

bro]xsr. 
}7ulke Woden adde a wyf, \mt ycluped was dame Frye, 
^ A Latyn dame Venus, as ychabbe yseyd nou tueye* 



' As y wel telle can Ar. 
' In the tethe gre. An ^ Mys. 
bileued poeple wende, a God 



be badde be. This Woden 
Ar. 4 In Latyn Ar. 
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' )>er uore J^e Englysse clupede; after Woden, Wodnesday, 

}>at js day in ]>e Vfovkej and, after Frye, Fryday. 

Yor jfe hejfene Englysse men, }>at mys byleued were )h>, 

Byleuede, }>at in heuene Godes hii were bo. 

And )>at to tueye sterren, ]fBi me sue}? ylome 

Venus and Mercuryus, hii wene]? }>at hii bycome. 

)>e Saxons and pe Englysse come in to )>y8 londe. 

As we sey)7, at otyme, as ych vnder stonde* 

^ Her londes su}?})e, ]k> hii my^te, hii delde as hii cou{7e, 

j>e Englysse JTe Norjmlf, ^e Saxons by Sou]7e, 

As Estsex and Myddelsex, and Sou]? ward al SouJ^sex^ 

And al West by ' Nor))e Temese, al clene Westsex. 

)>e Englysse Nor)?uoIc & Souj'uolc adde al in her bond. 

And al West by Nor}>e Temese, & al Nor)? Homberlond. 

And JTe kynges of Westsex lengost gpnne dure. 

And alle ]>e o]?ere wonne to hem, as ^e ssoUe her after ybuie. 

]>e Brutons, as ychabbe ytold/' in West Walys were. 

And worrede euere, as fail dorste, fram ^ere to jere. 

Yor by ]>e kynge's daye Gbenlyng, ))at was Kenryke's sone, 

Hii dude hem verrore in )7ys londe, ^ ]>ai hii were in wone^ - 

And woone \>o myddel of jfys lond to Bedeford anon. 

And streng]?ede casteles and astoryde monyon. 



' The olde Saxooes, after 
Woden, cleped Wodenesday, 
And, after dame Frye, his 
wiff, me clepede the Friday 
Ar. * Hure lond sutthe by 
twixt hem hii delde as hii 
coQthe, The Englissh in the 
Northhalf, & the Sazones by 



Southe. And nempned the 
contreys after hem, Sc lefte the 
names olde. As of Estsazo. 
nes Estsex, of Estenglissh 
Estangle, that is yit holde. 
The Bnitons, as y haue told, 
Ar. I F. Sou>e. 4 Than hit 
was hare wone, Ar. 
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So )^ at Bedeforde come \fe SaxonSi 

And smyte an batayle, and to dryae ^ Bratons, 

And nome ]ne of her gode castles, J^at stronge were al sOy 

Eynesham, and Bnnsyntone, and Aylesbur )«rto. 

So yai Cristyndom was al dene ver lorei 

And hef^nesse ' in to al }>y8 lond, as ych seyde byaoie/ 

And yt laste abonte an fonrty jer, forte Seynt Austyn com* 

And ]>oru Seyn Gregory ]>e pope bro2;te Cristendom. 

oEYNT Austyn myd ys felawes to Engelond com 

)>oru ]>e pope Seyn Gregory to prepby Cristendpm. 

Manryce was ]k> emperouri &: )>er adde ybe byuore 

Vyfty emperours at Rome, * su)>)« God was ybore. 

In ]fe Tyf hondred ^er of Grace Seynt Aostyn hyder com 

And four score jer and tno, to prechy Cristendom. 

And abonte an hondred ^er y t was, and fydy al so. 

After ])at Saxons & Englysse yerst come J'ys lond to. 

And after kjng Arture*s de\>e abonte an fonrty ;er 

)^t so nobk kyng was of )>ys lond, as we abbe)> ytold er. 

]h> Seynt Anstyn & ys felawes jmn come to )>ys lond, 

* Wyppe was kyng of ^ Marche, & ^ Adelfred" of HomberT 

lond; 
Cclryc was kyng of WestseXi & of Kent kyng » Aylbryj^t. ' 
And of Estsex ys syster sone, ]mt me clupede kyng ^ Sebryjt, 
Wei an fourty holy men, and monekes ^ echone, 
Seynt Austyn addc wyj) hym, & )>o nas he no^t ■ one. 



' In to al this lond by. 
gan to catche more, Jr. 
* Ar God Jr. i With Jr. 
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)h> hii come in to \>fs lond, to kyng ' Aylbryj^t of Kentj 

In was lond bii arynede, hii sende her maundement, 

fat hii were fram Rome ycome^ in hey message ywys^ 

]»t so gret joye ssolde turne, to hym and alle hys, 

And to joye wy)7onten ende, ^yf he hem ynder stode. 

<^ Sucbe byhestes," qua}? ]fe kyng, <' me J^enche]? b^ gode> 

^^ Late)> hem vynde mete ynou, & }>at hii abbe)> nede io^ 

^^ Forte y chabbe wy)> hem yspoke, * & wy te wat hii woUe]? do. 

For \fe kyng wel Tnderstod of \fe Gristyndom, 

jnd by Qore hem was in f^s lond, & )>oru hem (o grounde com « 

So J^at atte hste^ (wat halt yt to telle longe ?) 

fe kyng bygan and ys folc Crbtendom auonge. 

And of Seynte Peter & Seyn Poul an chyrche he let rere 

^ In Est ende of Kanterbury, ))at }>e ^ chef chyrche were« 

Erchebyssop of Kanterbary Seynt Anstyn was ]>et 

\>e Terst )7at euer was, vor at London )>e se was er. 

)h> com Merlyne's word to so\>e atte endei 

^ })at ]>e dygne se to Kanterbury of London ssolde wende< 

At Roucestrcj pai ys ^ toune in Kent of grete farae^ 

Seynt Anstyn made a hyssop, Seyn Juste was ys name^ 

pat was a monek ys felawe. So |)at atte fyn 

^ Syn Juste was jfe yorste hyssop, after Seynt Austyn. 



'Ethelbert Ar. »To wile 
Ar. *In the Est Ar. 4 
Hed churches were Ar. $ed 
alibi in eod. Codice (in quo 
ionemulttgy minut neceuariaj 
repetiiionetj hed churche were. 
^That the se of London to 



Canterbury sholde wende Ar^ 
sed alibi the dignyte pro th» 
se. * A toun Ar. i Seynt 
Just was Erchebisshop made 
after Seynt Aostyne* Seynt 
Mellyt Ar. 
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kjEYN Mellyt ]>e holy mon in to Estsex wende 

To prechy ]>er Cristyndom, as Seynt Austyn hym sende. 

Nou departej> ' euere'' Temese Estsex firam Kent. 

* Sebry^t he vood J'er kyng, ))o he was J>uder ywent. 

He tumde hym to Cristyndom, and ])e cohtreye al so. 

Sebryjt and ]>e kyng of Kent, ]h> al }^s was y do, 

At Londone of Scjrn Poul an heoed chyrche gonne reret 

]mt ;ut ys, and Seyn Mellyt 'hyssop made ]>ere. 

|?us come, lo ! Cristendom a;en in to \js londe 

Among \>e he]>ene Saxons, as ych ynder stonde. 

Ac among \>e Brutons in Walys was euere Cristendom 

Sa)>])eyt verst )H>ru J^e kyng Lucie hydcr come. 

And t^at was byuore )mlke tyme four bondred ;er, 

An aboute an four & tuenty, as we abbe)> ywryte er. 

}fe pope £leu]?ery, jfat sende yerst hyder Cristendom, 

Was \>e * )>rette]7e pope, )mt after Seynte Peter com. 

"pe decyples, pat he hyder sendee Cristendom to brynge, 

' Byleuede in a wyldcmesse, after her prechynge, 

pBA me clepu)> nou Glastynbury, ]mt desert was )h>. 

And ))er hii bycome monekes, and nome to hem mo. 

And \feT myd her owe honde hii rerde hem verst ^anchjrrche 

Of herdles, and of ^ ;erden, as hii couf^e wurche. 



■ Deest Ar. * Sebert Jr. 
' Hii made bishop there Ar. 
4xiii. Ar. 5 By lefte Ari 
* Cujus Jiguram cum alibi, 
turn etiam in libro prceclaro 
(ab Antiquario pererudito \ 

And 
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And J^at was ]>e yerste churche, ^ai in Engelond come, 

And \>e aldest hous al so, as in lawe of Cristendom. 

]ieruore me yt aj> euere ycluped, \>e olde chyrche, ywys. 

Mony ys \fe ' holy halwe^ )>at her y bured ys, 

' Nonr so mony in Eogelonde, to sope ych segge pys. 

^ And, as me a)> wmle ysed, grettore o)> non nys, 

pan by ]?e olde cliyrche of Glastynbury, vro so dep op nome/ 

For J?er was chyrche four hondred jer, ar Seynt Austyn hy- 

. der come, 
And Seyn Patryc was )>er monek, & abbe]? 8u}))>e |>er, 
je ar Seynt Anstyn come mo ]mn an hondred ^er. 
And in ryjt alf of pe wened ybured he was }M;r al so. 
Syx score ;er andH>n lie was old, ar de)? bym come to. 
^ p\i9 was at Glastynbury verst yholde yp Cristendom, 
And 8u)>]7e nou, after ]7at ])et folc of Englyss hyder come^ 
And |>e Brutons wece ydryue al m to West Walys, 
Hii helde yor)? ]?er Cristendom, and byssopes ywys. 
So )?at, po SeynV' Austyn com among hero, he yoiid 
Byssopes and monekcs mony on in pe lond. 
Inpe cyty of Bangor a gret hous }>er was, 
pat were ynder * sene oellen, and f^er of non nas 



' Good seynt, Ar* * No- 
whar Ar, ' And, as me by 
olde daye seide, gretter oth 
was [/. nas] holde, Than by 
the olde church of Glastyn- 
bury ho so swery wolde Ar, 
4 Thus alther forst at Gla. 
stynbnry sprong vp Cristen. 
dom, That sutthe that En- 
glissh men to this londe com, 
That hethene were, The Bru- 



tons dryue in to West Walls, 
And ther hii hulde hure Cri- 
stendom, that furst they toke' 
ywis. So that whan Seynt 
Ar. i yii. celles, & ther of 
non ther nas, That ccc. 
monekes nere inne othur mo. 
And alle lyuede by hare 
swynch, loke whare they do 
now so. Dinoc het Ar, 

)?at 
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]«t j^re hondred monekes ' ivere inne^ c^ier mo. 

And alle leuede by her suenche, loka ^f( hem nn wa« 

Djook het her abbod^ )mt gret clerc was and god. 

SejDt Austyo was wel y pfltydi )»it her byljrue was so g€d« 

Aad na)>ele8 he hem en yoynede ^ bocsomneste do 

To JTe herchebyssop of Kanterbary, & (o Englyase mm abo^ 

' And among Engljise men Tor)' myd bym Cristendom to 

amende^ 
And wende aboute and prccbf , as ]?e pope hem sendee 
)« hyssop hym ansuerede, and \fe abbod Dynofci 
Al myd grete resons and wyt of her boC| 
'jnd wan hii adde hem sulue erchcbyssop and kfng^ 
HU ne ssolde to Englysse men abue ry^^t no)?yng. 
For JTe iblc of Englyss & Saxons ^ her lond hem by none. 
And her knnde er]^tage, myd trayson & s»yke dome. 
War Yor hii nolde for non man nanmore to hem weode^ 
jfan to so mony houndes, bote yt were hem to sseode* 
*' Zyf Z^ nolle/' qua)^ Seyn Austyli^ << wyt ^oie bre)«eii iff 

peysbe, 
** yat bejfj as ;e wyte)^ wel^ Crystyne as wel as Je ; 
** And 2yf ^e nolle Englysse men Code's lawe lechey 
^^ And vor]7 myd me among hem Cristendom pieehe^ 
*^ '^onve fon ssoUe her poer ' amoryg ^ovl wyde reche^ 
*^ And bryog ^ou to de])e monyon^ & )?at ssal be gome wreche^ 



' Malimj nere, ui in Ar. 
* Obedience to do Ar. ' And 
go with hym to Englissh 
men, Cristendom io mende, 
And helpe hym preche a- 
mooges hem, as the pope hem 
sende* The bisshopes hym 



answerede, Ar. 4 Hure lond 
hem kadde b3mome Witt 
gile, and hure heritage with 
falsnesse and tresone. Wher^ 
for hii wolde Ar, sAiaoiv 
Ar. 



Atter 
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After Seynt Aastyne's daye to solpe com al ]>jBy 

Ac J'e wale be was alyue no^t, as je nowe yhare ywys* 

JhLyNG ' Aylbry35t gret despyt adde in ys ]>Qjt, 

\>ai ]>e Brutons nolde Sejnt Austyn abae nc^* 

* £deUied, }»! was kyng of Nor)?boinberIondy 

He entyoed and o)m kynges here of {7s Iond» 

)iat hit wende to Walys^ and ]>e Brutons ssende. 

'pe kyn^es, )k> bit preste were^ myd poer ]>ndet wende* 

At Ye cyty of Cayrleon ]fe Brutons ost }>er was. 

|>e Englysse anon Jmderward drowe myd god pas. 

A gret batayle hii smyte J'er in a lute stounde. 

Ac Brocmajl, due of Brutonsi was ]fet ybrojt to gronnde* 

Yor be flen and byl»iede ys foIc« ))o be nimte oj^er won, 

Somme aslawe and somme ywounded, and by ne\fe echon. 

Nou were J^er y come fram Bangor monekes monyon^ 

In ?astyng and in orysons, to ' bydde a^en ber fon« 

And ermytes and mondus of o)^er ^ stndes bysyde 

Bede God, }>at )>e Brutons ]>e maystrye moste bytyde. 

]h> such folc of }7y8 holymen kyng Elfred ysey, 

Sytte and * bydde Tor ber folcj and crye * on God an hey. 

And roe sede bym, jfai hii ' dede ror )« Brutons echon : 

** jyf yt so ys," qua)> fe kyng ** )?at hii • byddy)> vor vr fon, 

'^ Jeanne vypcp hii a^en vs^ as muche as ys her mjf^tef 

^^ Myd ber armes to God| J^ey hii myd 9 arme ne fy^te. 



' Ethelbert Jr. • Elfrid, 
Ar. aPiraye Ar. ^Hoases 
bisyde. And prayed to God 
the Bmtonet Ar. iPraye 
Ar. 6 To An 7 Prayed 
Vol.!. X "Sleji 



for hnre Brotones Jr. *Pray. 
etk for oure fon Ar. 9 Armes 
Ar. 9€d aUbi wepne in eod. 
Codiee. 
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'^ SIc^ hem ' hfObAjche adou^ as oitre ptne fen. 

^t folc was * prest ]»er tis & to gromide slowe aaoii* 

So )nit taelf hondred holymen hii martrede jfete^ 

And aboute an vyfty of scapede alyue tot fete. 

)h> was yt to hem yoome, jmi Seynt Aostyii iMm seydh^ 

And no^t vor \msi God dude wreche * of )>e lo]>er dede* 

Yor ]>e kyng Edelfred wende towaid Bangor \>o^ 

Yorto destrue \>e Brutons ^ wat he foonde mo« 

'pe 5 louerdyoges, }^t))er were, ;^arked hemaoody 

And ordeynede ber ost, to fyj;te a^en her fon. 

Ac Bledder due of Comwayle, and Cadwan of Walys, 

And Margad ano])er due, and her poer al y wysj 

And dpei Brutons )mt ^r were, smyte hem out aiion^ 

And a batayle strong ^nou smyte myd ber fon. 

So Jmt mo ]>an ten )H>usend were of Englyss ybro^ to d^. 

And ]>e kyng * Adelfred was wounded, \mt of scapede al^oe 

ynn^* 
Ac Bledder, due of Comwayle, aslawe was ]h^ 
And mon^ of )« Brutons, ' & of }>e Englysse wel mow 
And }fe Englysse flowe ouer Homber yaste. 
A parlement ]>e Brutons made * ))o atte laste, 
To chese hem any we kyng, & chose ]>e due Cadwan, 
|ial was among hem alle \fe stalwordoste man. 



* Boldely a non, Jr. 
* Redy Ar. J Of thulke la- 
ther dede. Forth went kyng 
Elfrid of Northhuinberlande 
tha To Bangor, to destmye 
Jr. 4 That Jr. sLordes 



6f the Brutones raide hem 
anon, Jr. Sed o/tftipMkede 
pro raide in eod. Cod* ^El. 
fHd Jr. 1 Ac of Jr. •^ Att 
Chestre atte laste^ Jr. 



K 
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f>o J^ys kjng ycrouned was, hii * parked hem anon, 

And into Homberlond sywcde * vp her fon. 

\fe kyng ' Edelfred & ys alf myd ))e poer of ys londe 

And of o]7er londes ^ ;are was a;en hem vorto stonde. 

)k> hii were to J^ys batayle prest in ey^^er syde, 

Some ' frend hym hy]>ogtG bet, & bytuene hem gonne ryde. 

And made acord bytuene hem, J^at JTe kyng ^ adde al }»! lond 

^ Eldelfred by^onde Homber, alclene in ys bond. 

And kyng Cadwan by SouJTe Homber, & ys owe lond Walys* 

}k}tvl hard op & god ostage yconfermed was al pfs. 

Bytuene {'ys tueye kynges anon so gret loue J'er was, 

jfsX her no})er naidde no )'yng, )7at to oJTere's wylle nas. 

Bytuene pe kyng ' Edelfred, and ]>e queue ys wyf, 

per after, foru • luj?er wylle^ wax a gret stryf, 

\mt ]>e kyng hyre drof awey, myd chylde as heo was, 

And nom hym ano}rer wyf, and ]mt was a deluol cas. 

To \>e kyng Cadwan ]>e quene wende ]h>. 

And cryde on hym, J^at he '^ ssolde heipe hyre in yr wo. 

\fe kyng Cadwan was ]>o aboute, bytuene hyre & " kyng 

To make acord by ys poer, and ne myjte vor no)>yng. 

So )>at he hulde vor)' pe quene in ys owe house, 

Hyd chylde helples as heo was, myd ]>e quene ys owe spouse^ 

pSLt myd chylde was as wel as heo, and of one tyme ney» 

And \>o \)e chyldren were ybore, )>at of '* kunne were so hey, 



' Raide hem Ar. ^ Up. 
pon Ar. * Elfrid in his side 
with power of Ar. 4 Redy 
Ar. 9 Men Ar. ^ Shold 



haue Ar. i Elfrid Ar. > El- 
frid, Ar. 9 Toel will, Ar. 
«> Wolde Ar. '* The kynge 
Ar. " Kynne Ar. 

x8 Hii 



938 Robert of Gloucester's Chronicle. 

Hit clupede Edwyne }>e I'ynge*s sone of Nor)>honiberloiKl, 

And Cadwal ]?e kynges sone here of J^ys Sou)>lond. 

ffs cbyldren were wel jonge ysend to Salomon, ]>e kyng 

Of ]>e lasse Brutayne, to gode norysynge. 

]>e kyng hem noryscde wel, & wjf' bym priue yooa. 

And )h> hii to elde come, to armes hem drou. 

So ]7at stalward ' kytites bol'e hii bycome, 

* And wel yfonded in armes, & in batajles y lome. 

llfYLBRYT kyng of Kent, )^t )H>ra Seynt Austyn nom, 

As we abby)? ytol byuore, yerst Cristendom, 

Deyde as in ]?e ^er of grace syx hondred & syztyne. 

And he was syxe and vyfty ^er kyng, as ych wene. 

ys sone was kyng after hym, Edbald was ys name^ 

\mi spousede ' su\>^ ys fader wyf, hym to grete ssame, 

And ne tolde no^t of ys Crbtendom. And ]>e kyng SebryjC 

also, 
Cryslyne kyng of Essex, \fo be was of lyne ydo, 
Hys )>re sones he byleiiede eyrs of ys kynedom, 
^t were panys allc ]7ie, and ajen Cristyndom. 
So }>at hii come at one tyme, in her lu)jer rede. 
To seynt Mdlyt, byssop of JTe lond, & at ys masse hym seyde, 
*• Syre byssop, ♦ wy ne jyfst us of J^yne wyte brede, 
** |uit |>ou est J>e sulf at |>y masse, in Yfoe vayre wede, 



' Knightes Ar. * And a 
salcd ia armes ofte were and 
lome, Ethelbert kyng of Kent 
4r. a His' bwene fader wif. 



Ar, 4 Whi nelt Jou jriue rs 
of thulke ivhite brede. That 
thou etyst ech day in tfayne 
white wede, Ar, 

'•fat 
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*^ ]wt ]h>u ^eue our ' fader wyle, & ;ut jyfst ^at folc al so ? 

** jy f 5e * woldc," qaa|> J>e by ssop, •* as » joure fader dudej do, 

** And be yuoUed in Iiolj water, & myd Cristendom monger 

^^ ;e mowe sauflyche ])ei holy J^yng, as he dude, auonge* 

** We nolle}? nojt," qua|> ]?ys o]jer, «* j?ey |h)u vs bedc, 

^< Wy])yime ]7ulke water comey for we nabbe)? non nede, 

^^ Ac in alle mancre we wollej? ete of J^ulke brede. 

}>e byssop yt nolde grante, ac ^ outlych yt wy)? seyde 

To gyue hym )>ulke holy ]>yngt bote hii y uolied« 

Hii suore anon in wra]7}>e, jyf he ensentan nere. 

To 2yue hym so lute )>yng, & bote he yt hem 2^ue, 

Jmt he ne ssolde in her lond in non nianere byleue, 

Hii dryue hym out of her lond, & ys men echon. 

)>y8 holy man, seyn Mellyt, to Kent wende anon. 

To speke wy]? ]>e erchebyssop Laurence, and al so 

Wy]7 yuste, byssop of Rouchestre, wat were best to do. 

* Seynt Austyn nou al by ys daye to erchybyssop nom 

Laurence, Sn made after hym to susteyne Cristendom.'' 

J'ys ]>re byssopcs bytueyne hem nom hem ))us to rode, 

psii hii my^te in her owe load bolyor lyf lede, 

And wy]>oute * peryl sykerore, J'an to byleue J'ere 

Among mys b^lyuede men, bote J^cr eny bote were. 

So )»t seynt Juste & scynt Mellyt to France ]>o wende. 

And lete }>e luther men ^ y wor)>)7e Torte God yt wolde amende. 



' Faderes, & ylt yiaest }e 
Aod peple also ? Ar. * Wol. 
leth, Ar. > Other haaeth, do, 
Be foiled with colde water, 
and the fey a Tonge, Then 
Qowe ye party of that bred 
take oj^r amooge^ An ^ Ot* 



terly ^r. Videiupraypag.M. 
5 Bina hwc metra omUiU Ar. 
^Perile stkeror to be there 
Than a mong hethene meot 
fort hit a Bended were Ar. 
1 Worthe Ar. 
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> Ac nas nojt long ]>er after, a)> God wreche of hem nome^ 

^at, after her fader dej^e, worrede Cristendom. 

For a;eD ])at folc of Westsex hii nome an batayle, 

And ]>ete hii were ybro^t to grounde, & * yssend wy}x>a(e fayle. 

Vor her folc was muche aslawe, and ybrojt to deJTe, 

And hii, vor ' her Iu]>erhede, of scapede alyue ynnej^e* 

Laurence, \>e erchebyssop, al prest hym made also, 

Yorto wende oat of Hs lond, as ys felawes adde ydo. 

]^ nyjt, ]>at he ^ adde in mud yort abbe y wend amorwe, 

He lay muchedel of )>e ny^t in wo and in sorwe, 

To 5 bydde God vor holy chyrche and Tor Cristendom. 

So ]nit aslep atte laste vor werynysse bym nome. 

Seynt Peter to hym come, as ]>e slep hym toke. 

And tormented hym sore ynou, ]>at^ hech lym hym oke* 

And ' e|)8te of hym, wy he adde so yyllyche ys ssep vorsake, 

Wy}>oute warde, among ]?e wolues, )>at in warde hym were 

bytake ? 
And wy of God, ne of hym, ensample he ne nom, 
)»t deyde bo])e * in rode, to susteyny Cristendom ? 
]7ys erchebyssop was adrad welsore, ]h> he awok : 
* He hyede to \fe kyng, vox ech lyme hym ok. 
And ssewed hym al Jntt cas, and ys wounden some. 
And bed hym ys lyf amende, o))er vp bym sulf yt ssolde come* 



' But sone fel hit after, 
ward, that God wrecbe noin« 
For they after hure faderes 
dethes werrede Christendom 
Jr. *Shent Ar. ^Hure 



4 Hadde mette to wende his 
wey a morwe, Jr. sPnije 
Jr. . 6 Eyery lyme Jr. 
1 Axede Jr. ' On rode, to 
saue Jr. 9 And blyne he 



luthemesse, skape^e Jr. I hyed Jr. 
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' \fe kyng anon for drede ys false wyf vor soke, 

fat he hald in such hordom, and Cristendom toke» 

And afler Sejn Just & Seynt * Mellyt ]>e tneye byssopes 

sende, 
So ]7at a^en to J^ys lond }?ys gode men boj^e wende. 
And hii of Rouchestre Seyn Just to her byssop * vayre toke^ 
Ac \fe Londies Spyn Mellyt « ac clanlyche versoke, 
^ Ac huld hem to her hej^enesse, & in )>jrs manere com 
Kyng Edbald) after ys fiuler, Torst to Cristendom. 
After Laurence's de]«, as God ^ef l^at cas^ 
Erchebyssop Seyn Mellyt of Kanterbury was. 
Erchebyssop be was yyf j^er, and after hjm roe nom 
Seyn Just to erchebyssop, to sauy Crystendom. 

i^AD WAL, ^ )>e kynge's sone, J'at was of l^ys lond^ 
As ych seyde er, & Edwyne of NorJ^homberlond, 
]>at in Brutayne were, ^ hem hii gonne wende, 
After her ' fader de))e, * eyjm in ys endej 
And anonge her erytage, and '^ lou^e hem wel bo)» 
Atte bygynnynge wel ynou, & sui\ipe somdel wroj^e.^ 
For ]>o hii adde antuo jer ybe lourdes in her " londes^ 
Edwyne sende to Cadwal, jftA hjm ssolde vnderstonde, 

' The kyng of Rent Ed. I of Northhnmherlonde, Ar, 
bald hU ialse wife tbo for. | 7 Homward gonne, ^r. *Fa- 



soke, Jr. « Mellyt in to 
Fraonce he sende, Ar, ^A 
yen toke, Ar. 4 Al Ar. FitUf 
BedmHiti.EcMib.ILcap. VI. 
'And Ar. sThe kynge's 
sone Cadewaa of this londe, 



dres Ar. 9 Alther to: bi» 
ende Ar. Sf i regUmSj ab ead^ 
manuj x. contra. '^Lonedo 
to gedere j no^, And after* 
ward, as ye shol bore, hare 
loneclenaadiipgh Jr. " Lond# 



And Edwyne kynge's sone I At. 

x4 And 
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And sofiry hym in 78 owe lond, ptA he fcnmntd wefe 

As uenior)> as he in ys, and as ryj^ inm cnmoe beie. 

' Kyng Cadwal nom ys conseyl^ & sende hym word ao> 

)nit ys conseyl ne gef hym no^t, ne cnsentede )^ertO) 

)»t in one kynedom, }>at of one croiuie were, 

pai yt were departed, & ]mt me tueye crounen here. 

Edwyne was wrop vor pyst and snor js more o)?, 

To be ycrouned wylH>ute hym, * nere hym no so lop. 

Cadwal suor ys 0)9 a^en, ^yf he croane bere, 

Vorto smyte of ys heaed vnder ys croone J^ere. 

J'us wax stryf bytaene hem, hii gtejped ber host vaste, 

And by Nor)« Homber ' metie hem atte histe« 

Mony )H>u8end J'er were ybro^t of Cadwale*s men to de)^ 

And he hym sulf wyj^ vewe men of scapede alyne ynne)«. 

And flen hym vor)) in to ])e see, al lH>ra Scotbnd, 

And so YOTp euere in to |>e see, yorte he com to yrlond. 

Edwyne wende )k> anon out of ys owe lond. 

And destrude wyde abonte ^ut Cadwal adde an hondci 

Alle ys stedes, yer and ner, and to groande caste. 

Cadwal in yrlonde is ost jarkede yaste. 

And roxp toward pfs lond pe yeage nome« 

Ac enere wanne he myd ys ost to eny hanene com. 



' And when }sLt Cadewall 
hnrde }Uf he send word po 
To Edewyne, pU he nolde as- 
sente ^r to. And ^at in on 
londe, o kyngdom ]«t were, 
Any.partyng so were mad, 
)at me two crounes bere. 
And seide, hit was a yenst the 



wone of his faderes olde. For 
tU asiente ther to, he seide 
that he nolde. Edwyne was 
tho wroth y nogh, and swor 
his more oth jlr. 'Wore 
hym neuere so loth Arm 
< They mette atte hurte Jr. 

Ed- 
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Edwync was a^en bym, and drof hym a^e. 

So ]mi he ne myjte aryae, ac huld hym in ]>e see. 

Ac anchanteor Edwyne adde of Spayne wyj^ hym )x>y 

Yai covipe hym segge of ys dedes al hoa yt ssolde go 

]x)ru ys chantement, so )»it Cadwal 

Ne dude nofyngj ^i Edwyne )K>ru hym yt nnste al« 

Cadwal nuste ]h) c^'er rede, bote myd al ys roayne 

Wende to porchacy hym help to pe lasse Bruta^ne. 

* Tempest hym drof in )>e see here and \>er nute. 
So ))at in }« yie of Geroeseye hii aryned atte laste* 
]x) Cadwal com to reste, jier so gret deol he nome, 
]7at he adde so ys folc rorlore,^ and ys kynedom, 
Yai he lay syke in ys bed yor deol and vor sore^ 
)Mit he ne ete non mete 'J^re dawes ]>er vore* 

\fe ' ver)>e day to veneson hym ]>o;te ys herte drou» 
Bryan, ^ ys owe priue man, was J^erof glad yhou. 
Hys bowe he nom, & so^te a best aboute mony a myle, 

* And he ne myjte, ssolde he deye, yynde non in al ])e yIe, 
Sory was f^s Bryan |h), • jmt he non grace nadde^ 

For he hopede yt were ys louerde's hcle, yor )« wylle j'at he 

adde. 
He ne ynderstod of non opet fless, \fat \fe kyng yknowe ne mujf 
pai yt nere non yeneson, wanne yt were in ys mou}«. 



'A tempest Jr. *iiii. 
Ar. • T. Ar. 4 That priae 
with hym was, therof was 
glad ynogh An sBnt Ar» 
spor he no grace hadde. 
For he hopede his lorde's 



hele, yf he eny hadde. He yn. 
derstod of non other iessh, 
that he knowe conthe, That 
Ut nere yeneson, whan hit 
were in Us monOe Ar. 

He 



^k I^bert of GloucMtel's CliS9«t«to. 

He hjlfo^te hym of haxi^ yiM>a» tp nh\» js loueide^s Iff. 

A gret pece of ys owe )?y be ' kerf ^t wyY ^ IsMJU 

And helde )'e* woiuulei he my;^ loke jy f (ko nat tiewe« 

]ie kyng he hroj^ yt wel yrosted. yoc yeoeaon newe. 

Newe and Tens yt was ynpa, \fe kjiEtg etc ]mQf anon. 

Hym fo^f Jmt so soete mete be ne ete nenere ood^ 

Ne so sauery in ys maop^ so fat be tui^de tobek. 

And hoi was fe J^rydde day, yor ]?nlke suete mde* 

Hym longede after yeneson )«r after longe sore, 

Ac ner gode of ]>ulke beste ne com in ys vaouj^ nanm<Mre. 

To )w lasse Bratayoe wy]' ys folc ]h> be dron. 

And of )>e kyng Salomon was ' ynderuonge yayre ynou. 

And bjleuede wy]) hym alle wynler, yorte after )>e j^re's 

ende, 
^ And gTey]>ede her poer hyder yorto wende. 

JvYNG Edwyne adde y wonne er alout the Bnitons kmd. 

More fan eny Englyss kyng euere er adde an bond, 

Al bjjonde Seyn Daaid| & al Walys al ont. 

9y a<»e hym nas non Englyss kyng so ryche ne so prout, 

HeJ'en man he was y wys, and to Cristendom 

fjsmi ercbebyssop of Euerwyk Seyn ' Panlym he com. 



^¥" 



' Kutt of Ar. * Wonode, 
whan he myghte loke nrher 
he nere trewe. To the kyng 



Jr, 'Underaom^r. 4 And 
tluLQ homward a yen he cast 
hym to wende Ar. iSic* 



Cadwal 
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C/ADWAL kyng fat ajte be of Brutons londe, 

Myd poer, }uit kyng Salomon hym adde ytake an honde, 

()>at was ten ]w)usend kynjtes,) & myd ys owe poer, 

Aryuede bysyde Toteneys, and come somdel ner. 

In )7e toun of Exestre mony Brutons were, 

And a lu]>er kyng of \fe Marche byseged hem ^tr, 

Penda, }7at he^ne was, vnder Edwyne ]>e kyng. 

Cadwal, fo he wuste )>ys, ne made no targyng, 

Ac smot to hym myd ys ost, & I'er wy]K>ute fayle 

At Eccestre strong ynou hii smyte an batayle. 

Penda J^ys heJTene kyng was sone ouercome. 

And ys folc muche aslawe, & he hym sulf ynome. 

{to he in prison was ydo, ' and oj^er cou]>e ne yse. 

He byhet Cadwal myd hym myd al ys poer be. 

And ]7at he ssolde vor hym J^e bet kyng Edwyne ouercome* 

Of \>ys was sykernesse * ydo, and ostages y nome. 

Penta ^srked ys poer, and Cadwal ek ys route 

Of Brutons, ]fai yor defaute of help to sprad were wyde 

aboute. 
)h> ]7ys ost al 2;are was, yor])ward vaste hii drowe, 
And in NorJ^homberlond }nit folc vaste hii slowe* 
Kyng Edwyne adde also in ys half gret poer 
Igadered of Englysse kynges, & of ys owe yer 8c ner. 



' And other ne coothe by I Edwyne kyng sholde be one^w 
le, He by bet Cadewalle with I come Jr» * Made jir» 
hym for to be, And helpe that 1 

lo 
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In to )« yeld of ' Haduele ech of hem drow 

Myd her ost, & smyte ^ an botayle strong y non. 

Kjfkg Edwyne was ]fet aslawe, and * Osfryd ys sone also, 

And Godbold kyng of Orcadas, & her fblc ney ]wlo. 

And Cadwal was al aboue, )^ wule jt wolde ylaste. 

.])e Englysse and )>e Saxons he slou ]h> wel vaste. 

He ne sparede olde ne ^ong, ne ' womman, ne chyld^ 

)iat he ne slou, ^ wanne he vond. he nas no)>yng niyld. 

Ano\>eT batayle su)?)>e he sniot ^ a;en Osryc strong ynoii| 

)mt kyng was after Edwyne, & J^er * he hym slou, 

And ys tueye neueus, ]mt after hym kynges ssolde be, 

And Cadan kyng of Scotlond, yslawe hii were alle ]m. 

1 Eufryd, Edwyiie*s bro^, )h> he sey ' })ys wo aboute, 

To Cadwal he wende, & mercy cryde yor doute. 

Cadwal hym, & tudf ]H>usend )>at myd hym com, slou. 

I'ys jer was among hem of feble grace y nou. 

And }mt was of hem lute barm, yor after her Cristendom 

And to h^nesse hii tumde a^en. & )>us such wreche hem 

nome. 
Kyng Cadwal and )>e Brutons her wylle adde also, 
And stnred hem among her fon, }>at hem adde er ssame ydo« 



■Hedefeld Jr. •Ottryd 
Ar. *Wommen urith childe, 
Ar. 4 Whan he hem fonde, 
& was no thyng mylde Ar, 
sWith An 6 He tho hym 
An 7 Confrid An Sf in ora 
Codicitj i regione hujus car' 
minis, Confrid kyng of Bere. 
wydens, idque equidem ab eo- 
ii0«i nmnu. Infra autem in 



hoc Codice Emfryde icribi^ 
tun * This wogh, Forto hane 
mercy to Cadwal he drogfa. 
And he of hym no mercy haae 
wolde tho, But hym xii. ^ou* 
send men he let to dethe so, 
Lytel force hit was of hem. 
for after hare Cristendom To 
hethenesse hii^ tonrnde a ye. 
for thy God wrech nom Ar. 

Seyn 
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SeYN Oswald, Eufrydys bro]?er, kyoj was ymad |h> 

Of al NorJ^bomberlood, among al ]>ys wo, 

)«t holjman was & god, )>e betere ys grace was. 

And kyng Cadwal to bym to starne vorst was. 

'pys was in ]>e jer of grace syx bondred jer ywys. 

And abouie an foore & Jrytty, Yat ydo was al {^ys. 

SeYN Byryn fe bjssop an boly man was, 

))at in to }>y8 lond ]H>ra )>e pope Honory ysend was. 

To tarne kyng of Westsez Kyngyls to Cristendom, 

And jmi lond of Westsex, in to ]7js lond he com. 

Seyn Byryn bym to Cristendom tornde ]H>m Code's grace, 

And, as God wolde, Seyn Oswald was in )>ulke place, 

And of holy vantston )^ys grete kyng nome, 

And ys godfader was in ys Cristendom. 

Seyn Oswald and J^s oj^er kyng, )7oni yr Louerde's grao^ 

Poraeyde Seyn Byryn to ys wylle an place, 

' )Mit Dorchester ys yclupedy ]7at bysjrde Oxenford ys. 

As in )« Est Sou)^, an sene myle y wys. 

I^er Sejrn Byryn byssop was, )>e yorste Yai was y wys. 

Yor ]fe see was ]fet of byssop ]h>, ]nd at Lyncolne nou ys.- 

I^er be ckyde, Sc )>er he lay yorte su]>pe I>erafter long 

)Mit he was to Wyncbester ylad, as * ys ^ut yayre auong. 



'That Dorchestre me de. 
peth by side Oxenford, That 
Is Southward by the water 
of Themete yi. myle thenne 
y wis. Seynt Beryn bisshop 
ther was the fnftte that there 
CQfi^tp And after othor Ins- 



shopes hure se at Lyncoln 
nome. Berin deide at Dor. 
chestre, Sc lay ther fal longe. 
To Wynchestre were his 
bones lad sntthe, 8c faire a 
yoDge Ar. * Id esfy being 
honoarably recelred in that 

place 
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Fonda askede ]» kyng anon, ify kyng Oswy nere )w? 

fe kyng seyde, he yndentod, ))at he sjrk were. 

^* Sjrrei" qua)^ |)e ojier, ^' to sojie, ^ nys ni^yyng tOf 

^^ Ac he gadere}> vaateys poerj ts Mune to do, 

^^ And he a]? ysend by^oode see after Saxons miOi 

^^ And wole awreke ys bro|>er de]?, he suer]?, on yb tno. 

*^ * ]«raore gyf me myd poer leue Jnider wendet 

^* And bryng hym to saame & hfacpef er ]mn he ys saende. 

To breke ys trewe couenant, ]fe kyng was l6p\fetlo^ 

And na|>eles ys conieyl hym 2ef> t'^ he moste yt nede do. 

)n> Pteda ]7s leue adde, he nome poer y non. 

And toward Yib kyng Oswy oner Homber drou, 

An bamde vasfe and robbede, and to grounde sh>n« 

)it kyng Oswy hym let esse, wy he dade hym so wou^ 

And bed hym, vor Code's loue, habbe of hym revipCf 

And of ys lond, & ])enche bet on yorewarde & on iwdpe. 

)n> Penda nolde o}>er, )w oper a^en hym sette, 

And dode hym al in Code's grace, & myd ys ost hym mette, 

And an batayle smyte strong ynou, & Jxmi Code's grace 

* Kyng Oswy ' ]ie Cristyn men bylenede )« phice. 

Yor Penda, )« he]»ie dnc, aslawe was ]me 

And Jnrytty dpet dukus, Jnit myd hym also were» 



' For thy let me haae leue 
thndsr forto wende, And lette 
Mm of his pnrpos er he ys 
alle a shende Ar. * Kyog 
Osewy and his Cristene men 
that day Iiadde the place Ar, 
^ F»}e hethen med, ut setuus 
fir, the heathen men left the 



place to king Oswy, miH for» 
titan and the Cristyn men 
rnalu ex Ar. ut byleaede patm 
Me sumaiury te. to king Oswy 
and the Christian men the 
place was left Pot$em 4r ^mi 
noiarey ud n^n tit imM. 

Sjx 



i 
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%x hondred jer of grace yt was, & in ]>e ' vyftyfe sere^ 

Jjer • byjet Penda lute Cristynmen vorto afere. 

fo Cadwal, kyng of Brulons, noblyche adde ynou 

ybe kyng eyjtcand fourtj jer, and to elde drou, 

He deyde after Martynraasse J ryjt |>cn syxte day. 

|>e Brutons made deol y nou, Jx> he ded lay, 

^ And made kyngc's fourme of bras al holu wyj^inne, 

Vpe an hors ryde of bras, & \nki body dude J?erynnc, 

And vpe" \>e West gate of Londone sctle hyt * wel heye 

In sygne of ys nobleye, J^at men wel wyde yseye. 

An ])e syjte |?er of J?e Saxons aferde. 

An cliyrche of Seyn Martyn J>er by nejn; hii rerde," 

War ynne me ssolde Codecs seruyse do, 

And sjnge vor ys soule^ and vor alle Cristyne al so. 

1^ ADWALLAD ys sone was ^ ]>erafler ymad kyng, 
^ong * bachelor and stalward atte 'by gynnyg, 
And }?oru out wel wuste ys lond, & sauede )>e Brutons > 

Styflyche '** al an tnelf jer ajen " Saxons. 
Ac }h> yel he in sykness and sorwe ypen oj^r, 
]>e Brutons fo^te her & jfet jcch a;en o}>cr, 



* XV. yere, jtr, *By gate 
Ar. 'Eaeoe the sixte day 
Ar. 4 HU made a kyoge's 
fourme, and hym al hoi with 
ynne Upon a hors rydyng of 
bras putte al with g3nine. 
And vpon Ar. s Ful hegh 
In tokne of his noblesse, that 
me hitt fer segh. And that the 
sight ther of the Saxones 

yol.I. T And 



sholde a fere, A church of 
Seynt Martyn by nethe hii 
lete rere, Ar. ^ Cadwalla* 
dxe Ar. Sf sic infra. 7 After 
hym mad Ar> 'Staleworith 
bacheler & noble in alle thyng, 
And Sfc. Ar. 9L. bygynnyng. 
«> Fully xii. Ar. " The 
Saxones Ar. 
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And lore, a& wo sey]), grace of God, & )^t he gan hem ssewe. 
Yor he sende hem so muche honger & luper jeres arewe, 
' {'at {'ys folc was ney meteles, bote i¥0 so coo)>e myd gynne, 
Opev myd bow and arwen, eny wylde best wynne. 
So gret qualkn com ek among men, ]mi hii, ^at were alyue^ 
Ne my^te nojt al baryc )>at folc, |nit deyde so ryae. 
Vol of syknesse, and of qualm, and sorwe ]>ys lond was \k^^ 
Of honger, and of vnele jeres, hou myjte be more wo ? 
* ]>et folc gret compayne & o)>er myd wop & sorwe y nou, 
Wanne hii tnypje ssyppes abbe, in to o]7er londes drbu. 
J'e kyng * hym^' let ek in sorwe and in sykenes^ lede 
Toward )>e lasse Brutayue, & )>ys deoluol playnte seyde : 
^* ♦ Awey ! awey ! we synuol men, alas ! cure wrecchede^ 
^^ I'at we-abby]? \^\xs God agidt myd mony synuol dede 
*^ We and oure elderne ek, \>e wreche ych ynderstonde 
^^ l>ai {'US wrecchedlyche nou yus dryf); out of oure kunda 

londe, ' 
^' ]mi Romeyns'' nn royjte myd batayle neuere do, 
^' Ne Scottes, ne * Pycars, ne ]>e Saxons {^erto. 
^* Nou we be]>, '{K>ru wreche of God, yor oure synuol dede, 
•^ Idryue out al dene, wy}' out hope, v/y\f sorwe & • wreche* 



' Thift the peple hadde no 
mete, but they with any g^n. 
ne Wilde bestes, or fowell, or 
fissh myght wynoe. Such pe- 
stilence cam also, that hii, that 
were a lyue, The dede myghte 
ynnethe burye, they deide so 
Wyue Jr. * The folc with 
grete com^anye in care and 
sorw^y nogh, Ar, *Hym self 
^r. 4 ^ las S he seyde, and 



welawey ! whi Qonthe we 
noght blynne, While that we 
tyme hadde, oar lyff to ledo 
in synoe, Thurgh which we 
shal nogh al dene be dryue 
out of loode. And al hit It 
]?orgh wreche of Code's ow« 
ene honde? That the fio. 
maynes Ar, sPict^ Ar. 
^ Lf wrephede, 

'Vow 
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<< ■ Vor Yajt we abbe]> so ofte vp hem y wonne Jmt londt 
^^ Wanne God nel no^t, ]7at yt be lengore in oore bond. 
^^ Yor ]>e so]7uast Crod, ]h> he yse, ]7at we nolde^ vor noj^yng^ 
^^ Fram oure synne ts wy}? drawe, ne J^at non prince, ^ ne, 
•' Ne myjte brynge vs out of J?e lond, he, J?at myjituol ya^ 
'^ ' De]>e after onre deserte, and ^ pulte vus out ywys. 
^^ Come)' uou ajen je Romeyns^ and je Scottes al bq^ 
'^^ ' Pycar3» and Saxons, and Englysse ])er to/ 
*^ ]mt so muche abbe]> defied '^ )?at bnd, ^e jnawe jt Qiiade 

nou]>e 
^' Al bar wy]? out defense, b]^nof]7e and eke bysouj^e, 
*^ ^Anfl al )>at Jxiru wrecbe of God, & no^t ^oure poer nojt y do^ 
^^ (Vor aj )>e poer, Jmt ^e alle adde, ne myjtejrt bringe jferio^ 
^^ Ac ^ra ]>e roy^te of Jhesn Crist we be]7;ybro^ togrounde^ 
^^ {'at we wra]'))ed cuere mo, and nou we abbe]> yfounde* 
^^ Alas ! )>at by myne daye such wrecUe^solde^comey 
^^ )7at y nadde ybe ded bore, bote God adde \>e teule y nome* 
\>e deol ne may non tonge telle, })at ]>e ky ng to hym nome^ 
So JTat to ]?e lasse Brutayne -myd J^ys^^rwe tic com, 
To^ ]fe kynge's neueu Salomon, Aleyn, Jmt kyng was )xi. 
And vayre of hym was yndervonge in ^s mi^hele wo/ 



' An ydel we haue so ofte 
reooaeied of hem oare kmd, 

I 

Wlien GM nek, tluit we lea* 
got haae bit in our bond ^r. 
^ Adde kyng cum Ar. 'Doth 
Ar. 4 Patteth Ar. s Piotes, 
and Eaglissh, and Danes «!• 
80. Ar. * This Ar^ i And 
when ye haoeth hit, seye ye 



Thiu'gh your streagthe, bat 
hit is (hur^fl<ire4rwene gylt 
Deol iie made ^gret y na^ 
so that iiis wey be aon T#. 
ward the laMe Bratayne, aiad 
thoder soae he com To kyng 
Salomone's soae Aleya, ti^it 
tho'W«s, And faire of Iqrm 
was TnMlbD|^ vis idi te 



ne may, ye haaeth v« out py It I MS' caa Ar^ 
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)>o \>e Brutons ]>erafter \^ere al as out of munde, 

After folc )>e Saxons sende of her kundc, 

To come & wonye in \fys lond, ]?at noman aj;en hem nas, 

And ]fai \>et lond to her wylle al bar a^en hem was. 

}h) ^js strangemen hurde )>ys, ynou of folc hit nome^ 

Of men and of wymmen ek, and to ]>ys lond come. 

Anon from Comwayle to Nor]>hombcrlond, 

' Hote yt were of poaeral, al bar hii founde )^at load. 

]?e poueral oner Seuerne flen ]mt ))er waaj'o, 

And byleuede Tor]? in Walys in sorwe and in wo. 

* We longe her afterward ]x> yt com to amendement. 

And bote of honger & of qaalm vr Louerd adde ysend, 

Som help of )>e kyng Aleyn kyng Cadwallad bysojte, 

And y^i he in to ys kunde londe )^oru ys help bym brojte.' 

]fe kyng h^m grantede anon, and as hii were aboutCy 

£y})er in ys half, to gadery gret ost and gret rQute» 

To kyng Cadwallad an angel ' auysyon bro^te 

Fram hcuene, and bad hym wy)>drawe of })at he )>02te. 

Vor yt nas Gode*s wylle, ]mt of ]>e Brutons ^ kunne 

Regnede more in Engelond, and al uor her sunne. 

And namelyche ar )^ulke tyme \mi ys in propbecye 

Merlyn seyde to Arture, ]mt nolde no]7yng lye. 



' Xr. bote. Nam bate in Ar. 
* Afterwardes whan hit fe], 
as God yaf the grace, That 
alle these meschenes gonne 
ouerpace, And the peple in 
Walys strengthed sumwhat 
were, Cadewaldre hym by 
thoght in this ilke manere, 
That the synne of his peple 



wassh was dene. To Aleyn 
kyng of Brntayne he gan hb 
mone mene, And in alle ma- 
nere wise his help hym by 
soght, That thurgh hym in 
to his Reaume he myght be 
broght Jr. ♦Tydyng Ar. 
4 Kynne Ar. 

Vor 
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Vor he seyde, ]mt \>e Brutons me ssolde jut ysey 

Wynne hci; ry^te kynedom, ac yt ssolde arst long be. 

Wannc ye relykes of halewen yfounde were & ykud^ 

)>at vor drede of Saxons wyde were yhud. 

To Sergy ]>e pope, ]?at ^o was, to Rome he bed hym wende^ 

And do per ys penance, JTat God hym wolde sende^ 

And bylcne al er]7lycb J^o^t, )^n deuel yorto ssende. 

And he ssolde among holymen ' to heuene'' atten ende. 

])e kyng ]>ys auysjon, ]mt )>e angel hym seyde, 

j>e dper tolde prtuelyche, hym )>erof to rede. 

]>e kyng Aleyn let )h) anon in ys bokes aspye, 

BoJ^e of Sybyle \>e sage> and of Merlyne's prophecye ; 

Were hii to ys auysyon acorded in ech ]>ynge ? 

And ]h> he yond, })at bytaene hem was non dyscordyng. 

He radde ]>e kyng Cadwallad^ to j'enche nanmore 

Of * £ngelond, ac do al out ]>e angele^s lore, 

And wende to Rome, ' holy lyf to lede. 

]>e kyng Cadwallad dude al out, J^at ]>e angel he hym bede^ 

And at Rome was of )>e pope yayre ^ ynder yonge, 

And in penance and holy lyf lyucde ]>ere longe^ 

^ And in ette]>e day of Aueryl out of ])ys worl he wende 

To ]>e joye of Heuene^ as God afler hym sende. 

* Uyt was sene hondred ^er bote on ;er lasse ynne)>e. 

After )iat God aner]>e com, Jrnt J^ys kyng com ]7us to de]>e. 



■ Be nombred Ar. * Bru. 
tayne, but do after the Jr. 
* Ther holy An 4 A fonge, 
Ar. 5 The xix. day of A. 
pril Jr. 6 Six hundred yer 



and foure skor, and ther to 
eyghtetene, Hit was ^t our 
Lord bore was y wene. The 
Englissh An 



r$ 
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^Englysse'^ and fJeSaxonsi })at alone ]x> were, 

Grete iounes and castles bygonne balde and rete^ 

^t kii adde er yeast adoon, ft lonerdes were al \fa. 

And j>e Biratons clene al* out myd sorwe & myd wo^ 

And lore }fo bo^ al clene, name and eke lond. 

Tor \mt was Biruta^ne ycluped er^ me duped noQ Engdoiid.r 

fo yewe were of hem biyeued, as in Comwayle & Walys. 

Bratcins nere nanmore ^cluped, ac Waleys ywys. 

After ' Waloii, )>at was her ^ due, Iiii adde vorst ]iename. 

And ne my^e neuer efte^ I'ys lond keacrc, at lybe)^ myd allc 

ssame, 
^Bote bii \>\xs myd scolkynge yp ))e Engtysse wende. 
And ddp eny skec feble ynou, and abbe)> jre worse ende; 
Ac, (as ))e angel seyile cr, and Merlyn dc- by^nore,)' 
Hii ssolle)> keuery muchc lond, |^t bii abbe)> ylore ; 
Al Walys and al }>e March, and al myddel lond ywys^ 
fat ys, al )>at bytuene Temese and Homber ys, 
Al Est toward Londone, & ]7at me ssal ^ut ysey. 
At ype Code's wylle yt ys, wannc yt ssal be. 
Here we Englysse men mowe yse sone, 
Myd wuche rjfjte we bef (o f ys londe ycomc. 
Ac ]>e wreccbe Englysse men be}? of J>e olde^ mote ; 
In wuche manerc, ^e abbe]> y hurd, hou hii ytabb^ x.tore«r 
Ac ]fe feble ys euere byne}>e. yor hii, ]fat abbe]r myjte, 
Myd 8treng]>e brynge}> ofte ]fBi wowe to)>e ryjte*^ 



' Gwalo, Jr. • Prince, 
Ar. 'And ofte tyme in 
skolkyng- on Engelond gon 
tkeywende, And made con. 



tek and strif, and hadde tiie 
worse ende Jr. 4 SubtnteU- 
/^, Britain. 
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PO Brutayne was ]>us ylpre, and ]>c Ipnde's name 

To ]>e name of Engelond yturnd, to grct ssarae, 

Sene kynges hit adde Jonrge^ as j^e kyng of Estsex, 

Of Kent, of Homberlondi of Est Apgle, of Sou]7sex, 

Of \f^ Marcliy of Westsex, ' of alle )>es cchon 

Wule \>CB were kynges, })at nou]> ys bote one. 

Vor ech bygau to worry yp opevy and operes londes bynome, 

And hit of Denpmarch a^ong hem, yorte alle to one come* 

jfe kynges of Westsex adde ]?e oner bond, 

So )>at atteiaste hii wonne alle ^ o]7eres lond* 

Ac Sou)7sex ne last no^ longe, ne Estsex * na)>e mo. 

pe kyng of Westsex sone hem wan, bote yyue j^er nere jfo. 

pe kynedom of ]>e March ylaste long and wel ynou, 

Vorte \>e kunde kyng seyn Kenelm in marterdom me sloj* 

Kyjig &nulf ys fader godman was, |>at pe hous of Wjnche* 

cumbe 
Rerde yont, and )?er ly]) hym sulf in a tombe* 
jfo Seyn Kendm ymartred was, ys yncle ' Seowulf 
Kyng was after hym ymaked, pe kynge's bro])er Kenulf* 
He nas kyng bote on ^er, ar on Bernulf com^ 
And pom httengp hym caste out of ys kenedom. 

JbiGBRYGT ^ was kyng y mad, as opei byuore hym wei^ 
Of Westsex in fe jer of grace eyjtc hondred jer. 



i I ■ « 



' Alle thes edion While were 
of kynges Ar. *Ne the mo 
Ar. s Sivcj Ceolulph. 4 
Perplura hie oceurruni inCod, 
Ar. araiione $oluia canceptOf 



In quo iamen Codiee detwnt 
cunda meira usque ad Edm 
aardt\ JElJredi Magni jUit\ 
regnum» 
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By ys daye Scjrn Kenelm to de)^ ybro^t was, 

)« kynedom was Jxerafler lute, yor wrecbe of ]7at cas. 

Vor Bernulf, of wan we tolde, no2;t )?re jer kyng iia» 

Ar Eg^bry^, kyng of Westsex, made hym aeke pas. 

Vor an batayle at Elendone hii smyte myd her ost, 

)« kyng Bernnlf was Jjere byne^, & bynome al ys bost. 

And ys folc muche aslawe, & he flen wy]> mnche wo. 

In kyng Egbry^te's poer ys kynedom was ]h>. 

Eyjte hondred jer & tuen^y, & syxte ]fer to, 

As in ^ ^cr of grace ]>js batayle was ydo. 

jfe kyng of Westsex her after adde al }>e kynedont 

Of ]>e March, o]>er eche ^r irvuige of hem nom. 

In Egbry^te's kynedom four and tuenty )« jer 

Hyt was, ar ]7ys batayle at Elendone were. 

Beraalf svLJipo in Est Angle ]>oru men of fend. 

And jH)ru Egbryjte's poer, was aslawe, yeh vnderstonde.. 

And )»at folc of Est Angle ynderuonge yere 

Kyng Egbry^t to her soueryn, & seruage hym here. 

Kyng Egbryjt was Jx) prout vor ys segnorye. 

Adelwolf, ys sone, he sende myd yayre bachelerye 

To Wynne Kent, & Estsex, & SoJ^ereye, myd maysh-ye* 

To )« lond of Kent hii wende yorst myd her chyiialerye» 

Kent hii wonde tymelyche, and Balred ]fe kyng 

Fkn oner Temese, and byleuede ys owe J^ng. 

Estsex and Sou]>sex, and So}«reye al so 

Hii wonne, ar hii come ajen ; & }h> al )7s was ydo, 

%bryjt, kyng of Westsex, al J>ys to hym nom» 

Al to be ynder hym, and ynder ys kynedom. 



Robert of Gloucester's Chronicle, 



259 



AI ]7at lond bysou)>e clene he adde al so 

Under hym, o])er in ys hond. wynne he l^o^te mo. 

Aj;en hem of Nor]>homberIoQd myd ost he com at ' Doyre, 

Hii dude hym a non her manhedci & ne conteked iiamore. 

fe kyng Egbryj^t adde ybe kyng }>re and Jnrytty jer, 

))et folc of Denemarch hyder com| as yt adde y do er. 

Saepeye hii robbede vorst, and 8u]))>e o)>er mo. 

Ac fe kyng Egbry^ hem drof ajen, ar hii diideto muche vo. 

]h> kyng Egbry^t adde kyng ybe seucne & {'rytty j;cr, 

He deyde as a noble man, ac ys londes he delde er, 

Adelwolf, ys eldestc sone, he ;ef )k> al Westsex, 

jfai was as yn erytage. and su]>)>e al SouJ^sex 

Hys ^ongore sone AJ'elston he jef, and ]>e kynedom 

Of Kent and of Estsex, pat of ys porchas com. 

Hyt was eyjte hondred j;er, and nyne Jrytty ]>erto^ 

As in })e jer of grace, ))at he deyde so. 



' Memineruni eiiam Annates 
Saxonicij sub anno dcccxztii. 
Anb je Ecjbpyhc laebbe f ypbe 
ix> Dope fi^ NopVanhymbjve. 
*j hy hym J^aep ea^ebo bubon. 
*j jef^ajpnejje. Ejusdem 
quoque meniionem habemus 
apud Florentium JVigornienm 
tern. Id quod item monuit doc» 
iissimtti GibsonuSy qui porro 
innuity locum hunc in agrofu- 
isse Eboracensiy licet plane 
incerium sit quonam hodierno 
vocetur nomine, Quidni autem 
quit censeaty ipsumfuisse Dur. 
ham ? Quo minus ita putemus^ 
nihil quidem obstat in Annali- 



bus SaxoniciSy h quibus dis* 
cimusj Ecgbryhtum primum 
subjugasse Merciorum regm 
numj Sf iotum quod fuit ab 
Au strati parte Humbri^ dein^ 
de movisse ultra Humbrijlu^ 
menj in ipsum^ ut videtur^ 
Deirorum agrum, Et iamen 
fateor^ hanc sententian mini* 
me convenire cum Florentioy 
locum longe minoris notce 
quam Dunelmumfuisse aperie 
indicantCy suoque iiidem temm 
pore Dore nomine venisse sigm 
nificante, Quomodocunque sity 
in partibus ultra Humbrum 
fuisse sane existimarim* 

Of 
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\JF Jiabafayieftof Denemardi, jmihii dude in pyn londcf 

jfBt worst, were of- idle of'ere, we mote abbe an honde. 

Worst hit were, voc o)>ere adde somwanne ydo, 

As Romeyns & Saxons, & wel waste ]>at lond \>erto, 

Ac hii ne.kepte yt liolde rn^t, bote robby^ and ssende^ 

And dcfijtrtte, & bernci & «le| & ne coupe abbe non ende^ 

And bote, lute yt nas wor}), ]fey hii were oUercoroe ylome* 

Vor myd ssypes and giet poer as pres4 efsone hii come* 

Kyng Adelwolf of ]ns lond kyng was tnenty ger. 

\fe Deneys come by hymryuor ])an hii dude ^r. 

Vor in )>e al our vorstjer of ys kynedom 

Myd pre & jvytiy ssypuol men her prince hyder cpme^ 

And at SouJ^hamptone aryuede^ an hauene by Sou)>e* 

Ano)ier gret-06t])ulke tyme aryuede at f ortesmou}'e« 

|?e kyng nuste w^ier kepe^ at ddde ys ost atno, 

^Ocnes adde pe maystre. po al was yd0| 

And by Entangle & Lyndeseye hii wende Tor|> atte laste^ 

And so hamward al by Kent, & slowe & bamde vaste. 

Ajen wynter hii wende hem. anoj'er %ef eft hii come^ 

Anddestrude Kent al.out^ and JLondone nome. 

InstB al an ten ;er ]>at lond hii bro^te ]>er donne, 

80 Yki in ]>e iepe j;er of pe kynge's croune, 

Al bysou])e hii come alond, and J^et folc of Somersete 

)^ru \fe hyssop Alcston and ))et folc of Dorsete 

Hii come & smyte an bataylci & jwe, ]x>ru Code's grao^ 

}>e Deneys were al byne)w, & ]>e lond folc adde ffe place^ 

And more prowesse dude ]h>, Jmn pe kyng myjte byuore^ 

|>eruore gode lond men ne hep nojt al Terlore. 
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j>e kyng was ]>e boldore ]>0y 8c a^en hem )>e more droU| 

And ys foure godes sones woxe vaste y nou, 

Edelbold and Adelbry;t» Edelred and Alfred. 

fys was a stalwarde tem^ Ss of gret wysdom & red. 

And kynge's were al fbure, & defendede wel j^ys londf . 

An Deneys dude ssame ynou^ ]?at me rolwel yond^ 

In syxU^ gere of }fe kjnge^s kynedom 

Is eldeste sone Adelbold gret ost to hym nome^ 

And ys &der also god, and o}iere hejre men al so^ 

And wende agen Yjs Deneys, jfat moche wo adde j do. 

Vor myd tuo hondred ssypes & an alf at Temse mou}^ hii 

come, 
And Londone, and Kauterbury^ and ^er toones nomOf 
And SO Ywj> in to So})ereye, & slowe & barnde yaste^ 
'pere )>e kyng and ys sone hem raette atte laste. 
I^ere was batayle strong ynou ysmyte la an {'rowe* 
]>e godes kyn^es le^e adoun as grast van medep mowe.- 
Hcueden, (]mi were of ysmyte,) & o)>cr lymes also, 
Flete in blode al fram ))e grounde, ar )>e batayle were ydo; 
Wanne Jmt btod stod al abrod, Vas \fet gret wOy nOH^r 
Nys jrt reu]>e vorto hure, ]mt me so yolc slou ? 
Ae onr suete Louerd atte laste ssewede ys suete grace. 
And sende ]m Cristyne Engjysse men \fe may^trye in ^ pli^pe 
And })e fae]>ene men of Denemareh byn^ were ecbon.. 
Nou nas ]>et ^vA in Denemareh CristendoQi nqn ; 
)« kyng lier after to holy cbyrche ys herte J^e more droa. 
And tej^ede wel& al ys lond^ as hii agte, wel y i|ou« 
Seyn Swythyn at Wynchestre byssop po was, 
And Alcston at Syrebourne^ )?at an^ndede muche ]7ys cas. 
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\fe kyng vras wel \>e betere man ])oni her beyre red^ 

Toenty nr ynter he was kyng, ar he were ded. < 

At Wynchestre he was ybured, as he jut ly]? )>ere. 

Hys tueye sones he gef ys load, as he byjet ham ere« 

Adelbold, \fe eldore, ^e kynedom of Estsex, 

And 8u]))7e Adelbryjt, Kent and Westsex. 

Eyjte hondred ;er yt was and seuene and fyfty al so^ 

After }fai God anerj^e com, ]>at {^ys dede was ydo. 

Bo)w hii waste by her tymo wel her kynedom. 

At ]fe yyfte jer Adelbold out of 'pys lyue nome. 

At Ssyrebourne he was ybured, & ys broj^er Adelbryjt 

His kynedom adde after hym, as lawe was and ry^. 

By ys daje })e verde com of ]?e he}>ene men wel prout^ 

' And Hamtessyre and destnide Wynchestre al out. 

And ]mi lond folc of Hamtessyre her red ]x> nome 

And of Barcssyre, and fo^te and ]>e ssrewen ouercome. 

Adelbry^ was kyng of Kent j;eres folle tene, 

And of Westsex bote vyue, ]x> he deyde ych wene. 

x\.D£LR£D was after hym kyng y mad in }>e place, 
Eyjte hondred & seuene & syxty as in J^e jer of grace. 
l>e vorste jer of ys kynedom }fe Deneys ]7ycke com, 
And robbede and destrude, and cytes vaste nome. 
Bfaystres hii adde of her ost, as yt were dukes, tueye, 
Hynguar and Hubba, jmi ssrewen were beye. 
In Est Angle hii byleuede, to reste hem as yt were, 
Myd her ost al )« wynter, of )« vorst jere. 



' F, an tive on ; nUi mox malify and Wynchestre destmde 4rc« 
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\>e o])er ;er hit dude hem Yor]), & oucr Homber come. 

And slowe to grounde & barnde, & Euerwyk nome* • 

)>er was batayle strong y nou, vor yslawe was )>ere 

Osryc kyng of Homberlond^ & monye ]7at with hym were* 

JK) Homberlond was \^\is yssend» hii wende & tounes nome* 

So )>at atte lastc to Estangle ajen hym come. 

]>er hii barnde & robbede, & )>at folc to grounde slowe, 

And, as wolues among sscp, reulych hem to drowe. 

Seynt Edmond was ]>o her kyng, & ^o he sey ]>at deluol cas 

\ml me morj^rede so |>at fblc, & non amendcment nas. 

He ches leuere to deye hymsulf, })at s^ch sorwe to yscy. 

lie dude hym yor]? among ys fon, nolde he ' noj^yg fle. 

Hii norae hym & scourged hym, & su]>]7c naked hym bounde 

To a tre, & to hym ssote, & made hym mony a wounde^ 

]7at )>e arewe were on hym j>o ]>ycce, \mi no s(ede |ias b^leuec)^* 

Atte lasfe hii martred hym, & smyte of ys heued. 

]>e syxte j;er of ye crounement of Aldered )« kyng 

A ny we ost com into ]>ys lond» grct )?oru alle J'yng, 

And anon to Redynge robbede and slowe. 

l^ kyng and Alfred ys hrdper nome men ynowe, 

Mette hem^ and a batayle smyte yp Assesdouqe. 

]7er was mony moder chyld, ])ai sone lay ^et dounp, 

« 

jfe batayle ylaste Torte ny^t, and J'er were aslawe 
Vyf dukes of Denemarch, ar hii wolde vryp drawe, 
And mony ])omend of o]>er men, & )h> gonne hii to fle ; 
Ac hii adde alle ybe assend, * jys )« ny^t nadde y be. 
Tueje batayjes het after in ]>e sulf ^ere 
Hii smyte, and at bo)>e ]>e he]>ene maystres were* 



■ L. noj'yn^. « Sic,' 
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))e kyng Aldered sone Jto )>en wey of dtp aoroe^ 
As yt vel, \>e vyfty jcr of ys kynedom. 
At Wymboame he was yburecl, as God gef \mt cas, 
|« gode Alfred, ys bro)9er, afier bym kyng was. 

./VLFRED, pys noble man, as in |7e jer of grace he noos 
Ey^'hondred & syxty & tuelue ]re kynedom, 
Arst he adde at Rome ybe, &, Tor ys grete wysdom, 
]« pope Leon hym blessede, '\>o he )>ilder com, 
And ]>e kjnge's croane of {'ys lond, ]>ai in {'ys lond pit ys a 
And ' he led hym to be kyng, ar he kyng were ywys. 
And he was kyng of Engelond, of alle {mt ]>er come, 
)»t Torst ])as * ylad was of J^e pope of Rome, 
And stx^ipe o'pet after hym of J'e erchebyssopes echon* 
fh) |>at byuor hym pore kyng nas ]ier non. 
In pe Sou)? syde of Temese nyne batayles he home 
Aj^en ))e Deneys I'e vorst jer of ys kynedom. 
Nye jer he was \>vls in {'ys lond in batayle & in wo^ 
A n ofle sy]7e aboue was, and bynej'e ofior mo ; 
So longe, jmt hym nere by leuede bote ])re ssyren in ys bond^ 
Hamtessyre, and Wyltessyre, and Somersete, of al ys Iond« 
, A day as he werjr was, and asuoddrjhige hym nome 
And ys men were ywend auysse)?, Seyn Cutbert to hjrm com^ 
** Ich • am,** he seyde, •* Cutbert, to }>e ycfaam ywend 
^ To brynge ]>e gode tytynges. Fram God yetiam ysend. 



' Id esfj heled sive conse. 
crated, vel anointed. Vide no» 
tas nostras ad Vitam JElfredi 
Magni Spelmannianamyp. 17. 
*Pro oyled, f/z7e anointed. Nisi 



forsitan tarn hic^ quam Sfjam 
supra J idem quod Anglo^Saxom 
niciMi ^ehhi^oh ess^ejfistimes^ 
^FidffVillt'elmiMalmesbur, de 
Se$iiM regum4n^l* UbJLcIF. 
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** Vor J^at folc of J^ys lend to synne her wylle al ^ene, 

^' And ^ut nolle herto her synncs byleue 

^^ |H>ni me & other halewen, )>at in f^ys lond were ybore ; 

^' ]>SLn vor ;ou bydde)? God, wanne we hep hym bynore^ 

^^ Hour Louerd myd ys eyen of milce on \>e \oke\f ]>eraore, 

** And jjy poer ]>e wole ;yue ajen, jwit JTou ast ney verlore* 

^' And pRt |h)u )>er of so}? yse, })ou ssalt abbe tokynynge. 

^^ Vor ■ jjym men, )nit be)? ago to day anyssynge, 

'^ In lepes & in coufles so rauche yyss hii ssolde hym biynge, 

'^ \>hi ech man wondr^ ssal of so gret cacchynge. 

" And ]>e mor vor \>e harde vorste, |?at fe water yfrore hys, 

** l^at'JK; more ajen ]>e kunde of yjssynge yt ys. 

^' Of serue yt wel a^en God, and yief me ys messager^ 

'^ And |h)U ssal j>y wylle abyde, as ycham ytold her. 

As }?ys kyng hereof awoc, and of )>ys sy^te po^ie^ 

Hys vyssares come to hym, & so gret won of fyss hym brojte, 

]7at wonder yt was, & namelycfae Tor ]>e weder was so coMe ; 

\>o lyuede )>e god man wel, pat Seyn Cafbert adde ytold* 

In Deuenyssyre per after per aryuede of Dene^s 

]7re and tueAty ssy paol men, al a;i;en pe peys, 

pe kynge's brof^er of Denemarcb due of ost was, 

Oure kynge's men of Engelond mette hem by cas. 

And smyte )?er an batayle, And her gret due slowe, 

And ey^te hondred & foarty men, & her caronyes to drOwt, 

]>o kyng Alfred hurde )>ys, ys herte gladede f^o, 

)>at lond folc to hym come so Jiycke so ft mfpe go^ 

Of Somersete, of Wyltessyre, of Hamtessyre Jwfto, 

Euere as he wende, and of ys owe'^folc Al so. 

' ■ III ■ I ———■^■———1— I 

' Proy Jyo. 

So 
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So ]7at he adde pocr ynou, and atte laste hii come^ 
And a batayle at Edendone a^en \>e Deneys nome, 
And slowe to groundc, & wonne ]>e maystre of J^e vclde, 
\fe kyng & ys grcte duke bygonne hem to ^elde 
To \fe kyng Alfred to ys wylle, and ostages toke, 
Vorto wende out of ys lond, jyf he yt wolde loke; 
And pit ])erto, vor ys loue, to auonge Cristendom. 
Kyng Gurmund, }>e hexte kyng, vorst \>Qr to come, 
Kyng Alfred ys godfadcr was. & ybaptysed ek }>er were 
j^retty of her bcxte dukes, and muche of jmi folc })erc 
Kyng Alfred hem huld wy]? hym tuelf dawes as he hende. 
And su\>]Hi he ^ef hem large ^yfles, and let hym wende. 
Hii| JTat nolde Cristjn be, of lond flowe Jx)^ 
And bj^ondc see in France dude wcl muche wo. 
3ut ]>e ssrewen coine a^en, and muqhe wo here wro^te. 
Ac Ye kyng Alfred atte laste to ssame hem euere bro^te. 
Kyng Alfred was ]>e wysost kynj, jTat long was byuore. 
Vor |?ey me segge ]>e lawes be}? in worre tyme vorlore, 
Nas yt no3t so hiis daye. vor ]>ey he in worre were, 
Lawes he made ryjtuoUorey and strcngore J^an er were. 
Clerc he wa^ god ynou, and ^ut^ as me telle]? me^ 
He was more )?aa ten jer old^ ar he cou)?e ys abece* 
Ac ys gode moder ofte smale ^yfles hym tok, 
Yor to bjleue o}>er ple^ and loky on ys boke» 
So ]?at by por clergye ys ry^t lawes he wonde, 
]>at neuere er nere y mad, to gouerny ys lond. 
And Yor ]?e worre was so muche of ]>e lu}?er Deneys, 
|?e men of ]?ys sulue load were of \Hi worse pc]^8» 



And 
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And robbede and slowe ojfexe, yervLor be byuonde, 

l^t J^er- were hondredes in ecbe contreye of ys lend, / 

And in ech tounc of ])e hundred a te}^yngc were also. 

And Jwit ech man wj)7oute gret lond in tejjyiige were ydo, 

And f^at ech man knewe o]7er ]^t in te)7ynge were, 

And wu^te soradel of her stat, jyf me ' \>vl vp hem bere. 

So streyt he was, J^at I>ey me ledde amydde weyes heyc 

Seiner, Jwit non miEin ne dorste ^t nyme, J)ey he yt scye. 

Abbeys he rerde mon;^ on^ and mony studes ywys. 

Ac Wjnchestrye he rerde on, ]mi ny we munstre yclnped ys. 

Hys lyf cyjte and tnenty jer in ys kynedom ylaste. 

After ys dep be was ybnred at Wynchestre atte laste. 

JuiDWARD^ ys gode sone^ kyng was ymad \fo 
In ]>e 2er of grace nyne hondred ^er & on & nanmo. 
' Foure & tuenty ^er he was kyn;, & to more poer come 
l^n eoere ys fiider dude^ ac bojt to so gret wysdom. 
He wan" }« kynedom of ^ March myd ys dedes boldc,. 
So Jwt of hym yl was afterward yholde. 
And'}«t lond of Estangle, and NorJ^homberlond^ 
And Walys he wan ]H)ni batayle, al vnder ys bond. 
And he nas neuere in batayle hyncpe in J^ys lond. 
He byuond vorst an queintyse a;en ]>e Deneys to anstond* 



' SiCy cum sptUiOy in Codke 
notlro Harleyano. At^ei}fe (i. 
e. ^of^ iix>c theft)fn Codice 
Cottoniano, tkut me dociUt a. 
micut. Ad$o ui }vS}e in Codi^ 
ee notiro Harieyano tit legen- 



dum, ^ Edward the yeil, his 
sone, Ar. ' Logher was ho 
]wnne his fiider of clergie and 
wisdom, But more glorious 
thenoe Jie in power that hym 
I come. He wanae Ar. 



Vol. J. 7s Vor 
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Yor ^ heye touiies in ]ie lond and ^ castles )«rto 

Myd gode kyn^tes he let astory, & myd sustyaance ]ierUK 

So )»t ware ]>e kyng were, and ^ come her fon, 

In eche coutreye prest hii were myd ^ lond vole anoD) 

And smyte mony batayle» )iat ]ie kyng yt nnste. 

So pot myd 8treng))e of heye tonnes ech contieye bym salf 

wuste. 
Hys sosier he let spousy, JTat yhoie was Elfled, 
To \fe kyng, jfdt buld ^e March of hym, ])at yhote waa & 

]?e]red. 
' So {'at heo myd cbyldc was, and |>02:te hyie so sor^ 
Ar ]fat chyld were ybore, |mt heo ne wyllede yt nanmor* 
Com more to )7ulke stoupe vor me ne my^te yre bringe, 
)»t heo wolde euer eft in manners bedde come vor non )7i^> 
Ac euerc seyde, wanne heo was of suche J'yoge byso^j 
^^ fiat kynge's dorter, as he was^ yt bycom nojt^ 
** Such fol ddyt vorto do, ne such dede naj^emo, 
'^ fiat were encheson afterward of such pyne and wo. 
** Ac ^yf \>e * bygynnyge were jut as stronig, as ys \fe ende^ 
** Ich wene jut mony womman Jmlke wey ^olde wende. 
\>e lu}wr Edwolf was )?e kynge's bro)>er Edward, 
And, vor pur hate ajen ys broj^r^ held as assreward* 



' Tho that heo with childe 
was, and hadde hit i bore, 
And hadde i felte the woo ther 
of, she saide therfore. That 
come woulde sheo neuere in 
manne's bedde more. For sheo 
hadde had so myche sorow & 
sore; And seide, sheo nnlde 
neuer efte inche dede do, 



That shuld be encheson of 
suche sorow and wo. On A-- 
thelwolde. Erne's son of this 
kyng Edwarde, For hate 
ganne to werry hjrm as a shere* 
warde. The Danes Ar* £. 
thelwoldum etiam JUium pa» 
trui regis appellai Will. MuU 
mtib.f.^b.b^ ^ Sic* 
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)ft Deneys'' were in Homberlond^ to hem he gan drawe* 

Hii auon^e hyra vayre yuou, & were wyj; him wcl vawe. 

And made hym her kyng anon, ys broj^er vorto ssende. 

Sone hii greyj?ed her ost }>o, Sou}?ward Yorto wonde^ 

And asayle Estsex, and nome Jmt lond anon. 

Yor \t maystres of \t lond ^olde to hem echon. 

\o wende hii in to ]>e March, & muche sorwe made, 

And robbede and destrode vaste anon to ' Creskelade. 

So hii passede Temese, and dude wo y non, 

Kyng Edward sone myd ys ost after hem drou, 

And drof hem in to Homberlond myd wel quyc pas. 

Ac kyng Ed wolf \cc after sone asbiwe was. 

Yor )h> kyng £dward & ^% men hamward ywend were, 

* \9X folc of Kent, aj^en ys wylle, ' byleuede by hynde [>ere. 

\o Edwolf and \t Deneys wnste hem so byleoe, 

^ To hem hii smyte anon, and batayle hem ^cne. 

J'e Kent ers stode yaste a;en, & }?e kyng Edwolf slowe. 

Heye & lowe J^er were aslawe, in ey]>er alf ynowe. 

Kyng Edward \t nfft jfii of ys kynedom 

}ft castel made of Hereford, and to gode ende com. 

j^e ;er ]>erafter ]>e Deneys ' wende fhun Leycestre to NorJ^* 

hamtone 
Toward Ozenford faste, and at * Hogenorte 



' Vulgo^ Crekelade. Mak 
auiem Brekkelade in Jr. * 
The folke Ar. 9 Be hynde 
lafte there Jn ^Towarde 



of Eente stode a ye, and this 
Edwolf slowe * Ar» > Wente 
fro Northamptone Toward 
An 6 ^g^y Hogenortone, 



hem thej tamed a je, and ba- (sive, ut in Ar.) Hoggenor. 
taille them ^ere. - The men f tonne. 

z 9 Slowe 
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Slove moche folc ' f nou, and^ in ])e contreye abonte> 
Atte laste \fe oontreye folc com myd gret route* 
And to dryne bem al to no^te, & her preye hem bynofti. 
* Suf'Jie, in \fe endlefte ;er of \fe kynge's kynedom, 
Ye Deneys come and robbede Nor]> Walys vaste. 
So ))at to yrchenefeld hii come atte laste. 
' Out of castd of Hereforde {mt (blc vaste ^ com. 
And of ]>e oontreye al aboute, & batayle wy]^ hem nom^ 
And slou of hem her bexte due, Sc opexe men mony on. 
Hii, ]mi my^e of scapye alyue, of londe flowe echoiu 
^ Alfled, quene of )>e March ^ strong ' womwais waa andf 
• quenyte 
In batayle, and yholde as quene 'ut eche ponyte. 



■ Desunt Jr. ^Sithenr in 
the zi. yere Ar, sOute of 
Herford the foike a yenst 
heme sone com, Ar, 4 El* 
flede, Ar. i Proj womnum 
tive woman. ^ X. qneynte, 
cum Ar, uti etiam mox infra 
poynte. ^ Ind in bataile as a 
kyog i holde in eche poynte. 
Al Wales sheo obercome, and 
Yorke was hure also. Atte 
Camel worthe sheo deyde sethe, 
and buried atte Gloucestre thoo 
Ar, Deinde desideraniur relu 
fua meiroj ad Eadzcardum 
hunc ipectaniia^ multaque eo- 
rundem loco oratione soluta tn* 
serunturyin quibui Sf indicaiur^ 
eumfVigomiafy non Ferenduni 
(fittncFaringdon, in agro Ber^ 
cheriensi) obiite, Namiicaum 
ctorr This Edwarde Tell 



deyde atte Worcetre, and bu- 
ried was at Wynchestre, by- 
side bis fader, {minus recie* 
Nam Sf alii Ferenduni hoc con^ 
tigi$te aiterunt,) qui 4r f^c rem 
tulit de morte aique sepuHura^ 
^IJkdWyEifiedm, five £MelL 
Jiedw: Ethelflede,ladyofMer. 
cheneriche, a boue saide deide 
to fore hure brother Edwarde 
▼eil. y. yere, and was buiyed 
in Seynt Petrel churche atte 
Gloucestre^ whiche heo, with 
hure husbonde [Ethelred] 
itiih grete diligence had i 
makcd, be cause they hadde 
translated Seynt Oswalde'3 
bonus fram Bardenay thu- 
der, but fat by Danes de. 
stroyed, a nother abbey now 

in 

by Eldre erchbischop of York. 

Al 
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Al Walys heo ouerconii and ]re March jferto* 
Stafford heo wan, and Lcycestre, and Warewyk {^erto, 
And Bruges & Euerwyk, & ]>e contreje ' &* al so 
Of Euerwyk to hyre com, hyre wylle vorto do. 
At Tamewur \>e heo de^de su)>{'e» & ybured he was y wys 
In Scynt Petrels porcfae at Glouccstre, as \^ abbey ^ut ys* 
\fe kynedom Jto of \fe Mardi kyng Edward to hym nome^ 
As in )>e syxe & tuentye jer of ys kynedom. 
Kyng Edward adde \fTe sones : \te eldoste Al^elston^ 
And Edmond and Eldred, ]>at kynges were echon. 
And 8u|)]>e he deyde at Farndone, as God ^ef J'at cas. 
And in mustrc at Wynchestre by ys fader ybured was. 

a)?ELSTON was )h> kynf^r, }^t was Ed wardens sone, 

And ]7oru J^ heye men of J^e lond ycrouned at Kyngestone. 

Nyne hondred ;cr of grace & foure & tuenty y crouned he was^ 

* And abonte an fourth ne ^cr k^ng )«r after he was* 

Holy chyrche he louede wcl, and rerde mon^ on. 

J'C Yorste ^er of ys kynedom ybore was Seyn Dunstone, 

Ny we abbeyes he made ' raste Yfs gode Af^elston^ 

And ]wr nas of olde house in ]w lond non, 

^ai he ne amendede m^ som lond, o]>er myd bytdynge, 

0]>er myd boc, clj^t rfdbe cloj^i o]>er o)>cr rychc J'ynge. 



' Abeue malim. * And but 
an z?i. yere after kjng ha 
aas Jr. > Many ich vn4er« 
stande, Ne olde AV^j was 
ther iM»e thourgh cute al his 



londe, That he ne amended 
with smsme lond, other with 
inmole bnildyng, Other with 
bokes other clothe, or soome 
lidiB thyng 4r» 

s8 J^or>- 
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Nor}^honiberIond he wan, and Walys and Scotlond« 

And }?e kynges & her load held al in ys hond. 

Hym ]>oste yt was more nobleye, Jh) he adde an hond al [rys, 

Yorto make kynges^ Jntn to be kyng y wys. 

A^en he made kynges, J^at kynges er were, 

Bote ]nt hii were ynder hym^ and tmage bym bates 

\>o hii adde her lond a^en, )w kyng of Scotlond 

Constantyn, and Analaf kyn of Homberlond^ 

Up |>ys kyng A)7elston gaderede men y nowe, 

And here bysouj^e Homber myd her ost drowe. 

Analaf was gode ' kyn^t, 8c stalward & queynte. 

Menestral he was gode ynou, & harpare in eche poynte. 

To A]>el8ton pauylon myd ys harpe he wende, 

And so wel wy]x>nte harpede, ]>ai me after hym sende. 

|>er he harpede so wel, )^t he payde ai ])e route, 

Ac euere were ys eyen in eche hnme aboute. 

After mete, jfo hii nolde nanmore of ys pley, 

* Hii jeue hym sduer vor ys gle, & let hym go ys wey. 

' Of }« seiner he adde hoker, vor he ne com )mder vor non, 

Ac ys wylle he adde Jto he sey }?e stat of ys fon. 

On, J'at adde y be yffp hym, ^ kyng tolde )»e« 

|» kyng hym Uamede |k>, psA he nadde ^told hym er. 

^' Syre he seyde, ^^ ych was ysnore to hym ar to ])e, 

^< And syf ych adde hym^ bysuyke, ])e wors ]x>n wost * leae me* 



' Knygbt 4r. * Me y«f 
hym yiftes for Jr. i Of hb 
^^ftes he tolde scome. An 
4 Be trayed, Ar. ^Tmste to 



Ac remewe to a nother 
stede thyoe testes Ich the 
rede, ^ An •• 



Ae 
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^* Ac remewe in to ano)>er stude ^y paujlon by niyn rede, 

<* 0])er yoxk my^t jut to ny^ of som treson diede. 

' ]fe pauylon was remeued )k>, and ]fe kyng and alle ys, 

Ac a byssop and ys men ]>er VLor\f com y wys, 

And py^te ]>er her pauylon, & byleuede al nyjt }>ere. 

And ]>yB lupet men com any^t, & wende \>e kyng yt were. 

And slou ])e byssop and alle ys men, ]nd gult nadde noi|* 

And suYpe hii wende vor)M>re mo, and sojte A)>elston, 

Of hem nas he noj^t * ywar ' ar ])ci aHe laste. 

Ac sone he and ys men armede hem wel vaste^ 

And Edmond ys bro]^r myd bym, ^& Jh) hii preste were echon^ 

And wende to J^ys batayle, and mette myd her fon, 

)>e kyng to ys suerde drou, and j>o ne vond he non, 

Hyt was myd treson bym bynome, hard cas was )mt on. 

On Gfod^ almyj^ty & Scyn Aldelm \fe kyng cride vaste {h)^ 

And hii sende bym by Ynjr myracle bote in ys wo. 

To bys scaubert be pulte ys bond, al preste asnerd be vond 

}>er inne, ]H>ru God y sond, no beterc in lond. 



' Thenae to a nother stede 
the kyng remew gan. To 
that place the same nyght [a 
bischop] cam than, And wende 
to haae founde the kyng thcr, 
so that he logged ther, But 
the Enmys cam a nyght, and 
wende the kyng hit were, 
Ar. * TVim ultra progre* 
di€nt [ilito/aut] regem ipsum 
imparaium offendit, quippe 
qui nikU tale hottem ausu^ 
rum Umem^ largm quUti tn- 



duUerai Will. Malmesb. foK 
26. b. sPortatte^r. ^And 
dighte hem echechon Paste to 
th,e bataille, to mete with hare 
fone. The kyng trawe wolde 
his swerde, when he tyme I 
seye, And thenne fotmde he 
there noo. for hit was a way 
Per aonter by falling a way^ 
or b^ summe other cas* The 
kyng was ther of sore abassb* 
ed, as no wonder was. On 
God Ar. 

z4 la 
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In )>e kyng tresbryc J^at suerd ' ywost ys. 

As vox * noble relyke, ^ut to jfyn daye y wys. 

' I egged yt ys in on alf, and in \>e o]>er nojt. 

\>exe ne myjte neuerc gold ne seloer \feion be ybro^t. 

I^ys noble kyng A)>ekton, ]>o pys gode suerd hym oom^ 

Nobylycbe & wel he fii^t, & so god ernest io hym nonu 

Jmt fram ]7at pe sonne aios, vorte hyt derc ny^ was^ 

]>e batayle ylaste, and neaere wery he nas. 

Wat |H)ru ys stalwarhede, wat )H>ru Code's grace, 

Mony \ms ^ gode body, )^t he sloii in ]>e place. 

)7e batayle was at ' Brymesbury, & ]>ere were of Deneys 

An of Scoftes aslawe, and also of yrcys, 

Vyf jonge* kynges, proot jhmtu al J^ng, 

And prout Constantyn, Jpat of Scotlond was kyng. 

And of ol'ere, )>at were aslawe, me ne my^ non ende yse. 

Hii, jmt of scapede alyue, bygonne vaste to fie. 

pus ^ )>e kyng AJ^elston agaste )>o ys ion. 

* Yor hii ne ssolde in )>ys lond abbe ^ recet non, 

'° ^ castel of Euerwyk to groundc he let caste. 

(Yor ys fon were ofte ^ inne, |» wule " he ylaste) 



' yut i kepte is, An * A 
noble Ar, ^ Egged in the on 
half, Ar. 4 The strong body, 
Ar. i Bmqnesbory ^r. Vide 
fi. GibMoni nominum locorum 
ExpUcationem in Chrpnico 
Sax, uti etiam Additione$ ad 
tijuid. Gibsoni Camdeni Bri» 
tanniw Venionem Anglicam^ 
|».873.fit comitaiuNorthttmbr. 
^ KnyghteSifr. non adeo rede* 



1 This Ar. • And for Ar. 
9lle8ceyte ^r. ^A castell 
An Jnde eerie 4* i^ ^4* 
diiionHfue oratione eoluia 

• 

III eodem cadice scriptum Um 
gimuij In the mene while 
Atbelston lette throw downe, 

York 
an olde Castell at Ebraywik, 
that the Danes by olde t^me 
hadde i maked, and that hit 

dinlde 
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}mt bu nadde non recet, yorto greuy ys lend. 

' AV so of ech maner porchas, )iat com in ys bond, 

O^T \>ai ^yf eny of ys as in porcbas nome, 

He verbed, }mt nenere non among ys spence ne come, 

Ac to boas of relygyon ]nA me yt al clene here, 

And to poueremen abonte, * )mt meseyse were. 

Alle pe kynges of Walys be bfo^te wel to lawe 

To Hereford al vnder bym, to ys ' wiile Tawe, 

JTat tuenty pound of golde ecb of bem bym bere, 

An ^ ]>retty pound of seluer fram jere to ^ere, 

And ' tuenty J^ousend * oxen ek to ])ys golde^ 

An bauekes and bondes, as mony as be wolde. 

To certeyn wonynge be bein Wo^te bo))e lowe & beye, 

So Jmt ^ ber wonynge were al by weste Weyc, 

And noj'yng in |« Est alf. So J^at Weyc y wys 

jut to )>ys * daye to de\p Engelond and WaljSy 

And )K>ru kyng A^lston J^at was yorst ydo. 

Men * of Gomwayle be brojte to certeyn stude also. 



•hulde be no more refute to 
EnmySi and mydie good, 
ther inne I founde, he parted 
a monge his men Ar. Sed vi- 
desU WUK Malme8b./0/. 97. b. 
11. Hitdadeilaste)ufr. 

' Also of eche purchas, that 
he gat to his honde, Othnr that 
any of his men that any par. 
chas nome. He for bede diat 
nenere mo a mong Us parchas 
come, Jr. * That soke and 
nysaised were Jr. i WiUe wel 
bm^Jr. « 2Vic»iil«r WiU. 



Malmesbor. 525.i?it//taWilL 
M. 6 Oxen a yere to this 
golde, Jr. 1 The Walesshmen 
he pntte beyonde Weigh, Jr. 
• Dat deleth Jr. 9 Inde du 
gresiUi in Ocddentales Briim 
tones 9e eonvertiif qui Carnem 
waUemes vocaniur^ quod in 
OccidenieBrittanniiB tiiiy cor^^ 
nu QMim ex obUquo respi^ 
eiuni. Itloi quoque impigr^ 
udoreui^ ab Excetiroj qu^m 
udidiemporie Kquo cum Jn* 
gUiJure inkabUuraniy cedero 

com* 
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Vor by^onde jfc water of Tamer he adde hem alle jbro^« 
To wonye )wr^ as in her owe, and a ]78 alf nojt* 
Vor hii wonede j>er by uore anon to Ezcestre lyjt. 
And Welsse were in Engelond yorte ' he yt adde dyjt. 
Kyng A])eIston louede muche Blalmesbury y wys* 
He ^ef hem of \fe holy croys som, ]nt ]>ere ^nt ys. 
And he was at ys ende * day yayte ybnred |^re. 
Kyng he adde arst ybe aboute an vyfiene ^er. 

JliDMOND, Aj^ektone's broj^er^ after hym was kyng, 

Gode man & doutede God )x>ru alle \fjng. 

In \>e ^er of grace nyne hondred yt was & ' foruty ^cr^ 

|»it he was kyng y mad^ and old he was er 

Ey^tene ^er, and he was kyng syx ^er^ and daj. 

Foure & taenty jer he was old, \fo he aslawe lay. 

Saracens ])er were, }^e ^ut byleuede in Engelond, 

In Lyncolne & in Lejcestre, & in Derby ych roderstonde^ 

In Staflbrd & in Nothjngham. he drof hem al to no^t. 

And Cristynemen aboute in her stnde bro^t. 

)wt hons of Glastynbnry he louede wel ynon, 

Aifd made Se^ Dunston abbed )>ere, & to ys conseyl hym drou. 

And }H>m ^s ponseyl chyrchyn wyde he let rere, 

And abbeys and prioryes abonte here and ]>ere. 

In to hous of Glastynbnry gret j^yng he ^ef )h>9 

And grete franchyses hem grantede, }mt laste}> euermo. 



compuliiy ierminumprQvinciw 
$U4B eiira Timbram Jiuvium 
^atuens^ sicut AquilonarUfus 
Briiiannii amnem WaUtm tf. 



mesb, /. 37. b. 

■Alhelstone hit right Afm 
> At Gloacestre he deyde Ar. 
inmarg. * Sie. . 4AiidTi. 



mUem poiuerai Will. Mai. I monstfaes in Ar, 

•Jnt 



Robert of Gloucester's Gbronicle. 877 

" \>at by adde bcr francbyses as yeiuop as ))e lifngf 

And inyd gode cbartre, p9t ^ut is ^r^ made confermTiig* 

Edwyne ys sone was Jmt Ivipet was ynoa. 

And Edgar ]>e jongore pat to aile godnesse dron. 

Kyug Edmond atte laste myd lo)>er de})e^s wonde 

Pytosljcbe was aslawci alas I J'ulke stounde ! 

Yor a trayCor of * ys lond, Lof was ys name, 

' yflou was out of Engelond myd wretcbede & ssame.'^ 

Snype aday as ]fe kyng sat at ys mete 

At Pokelcbjrcbe bysyde Brystowe, 8c somdd adde y^et^ 

Lof, ]>y8 lujTer trajtori myd ys do)^ ycbanged ]^e, 

Com ioy & bynoie bym etp anojjer man as yt were^ 

A Seyn Austyne's day yt was^ as it val]? in May^ . 

\fe kyng bybuld aboote, and J'ys traytor y sayt 

And auysed bym suyj^e wel, wat man yt were. 

And JKi be. sej jfat Yys Lof, ]j9 traytor sat ]>ere, 

He bupte bym vp fram )« bord^ in gret wraJ^J^e ynon^ 

And bente J^jfs Lof by jfe top, * fram }fe borde bym dron. 

An defoaled bym ynder bym myd bonde & myd fote. 

pe }^p ]>at lay bynej^e bym, \>ogie on lu}?er bote^ 

And smot )« kyng wy]? a knyf in J^e breste depe ynoQt 

And, to gret barm to al )^ys lond, )« gode k;^ng be slop. 



' So that bii babbetb 
Frauncbise as hit were a 
kyng, As afterward me may 
I see, thourgh his confemu 
yng. Edwyne Us farste sone 
litbere was i nowe, But Ed- 
gar Oe tonger to all gode- 



nesse drowe jf r. ^Thisloudey 
Leof Jr» in quo Sf Leof etiam 
i^fra. 'I flemed was oate 
of Engelond, where of cam 
ther gnune Ar. ^ And a 
doune hym drowe^ jfr. 
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fti folc to drou l^en traytor ecb 1 jme peoemele. 

}« kyng bygan ' by al ys Ijf ys gode wd wyde dele^ 

And \fe toun of PokeLcfayrcbe, and o])n jfdt yt were 

He ;ef in to Glastynbaryi & let by m barye \ffxe. 

And }>ere be ly)> j^t to )ni8 day, ac y not {hntu * wudi dom 

]» toun su]7)>e of Pokelcbyrcbe fram Glastynbaiy com* 

Seyn Dunston was at Glastynbury jfo }>e kyng y wounded was^ 

And ' ;ut ]H>ru joye of Deuel be wuste of Jmt cas. 

VoT \fe Deuel com bj uore bym, ^ & boppede & loa^ 

And saylede and pleyde, & made joye y non. 

\fjs boly man wust^ anon^ wu ys joye was, 

And \mt vor som mescbeance of ^ kyng be made' so glad pM« 

Toward Pokelcbyrcbe be wende hastelycbe and biyue, 

An me tolde bym by ^ wef , jmt be was out of lyue. 

JJiDRED was \>o kyng anon after Edmond ys bro)«ry 

Vor ys tueye sones so ^onge were, )»t me ne myjte abiip 

non o]>er. 
God man Edred was y nou, & io godnesse drou anon. 
And mucbe louede holy cbyrcbe, & \>e godman Seyn Diinstoq. 
Men of NorJ^bon^berlond were a;en bym vaste, 
And of Scollond also, ac ber poer lute ylaste. 



' AU by Us lyf his gode a 
|)oiitedele. At Pukelechttrcbe 
was do this detfe. for thy to 
Glastenbury He hit yaf, and 
(lad^ me shulde at Glastenbu- 
ry him bury Af^ * What 4r. 
' yut in the same stonnde 



^Dfumcyng and lowgb. And 
as hit were pleying aiade 
game i nogh Ar. 'Soch^ 
solas. Danston toward Pu. 
kelchnrche dight him self 
bliue. So that me tolde Uin 
by the way, the J^yn^ was 



he wiste of this cas Ar. \ out of lyue 4r. 

Vor 
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Vor wat wy|> lone, wat wy> eye, he bioste hem al to ys wyllo, 
And her olde semage made hem holde al stylle. 
' Yourtene ^et he was kyng, and at ys ende day. 
Me tolde Seyn Diuiston * vore/ ysA he syk lay. 
To hym he wendc hastdyche, and by )» wey ywya 
He hurde angles synge an hey by the ' lyste \ffs : 
'< ]^ kyng Edied noa aslepe in oure Looerd ys. 
fo waste Seyn Donston, ]»t he was ywend to Heaeneblys. 
.^ Snche gode kynges me ssolde * non yynde among, 
I^at angeles of her endynge myjte made song; 

£dWYNE, Edmonde^ sone, after Edred kyng was 
JFak & Injier, for non worse in ys kunde nas. 
As a ny we Herodes in such poer he com, 
^ And yp ys poer destrude and apeyrede Cristendom. 
A fol womman in spoosbreche he huld vnder ys wyCi 
Seyn Dunston hym seyde wd, )nt yt was a Inpet lyf. 
And, as Seyn Jon Baptyst, kalangede her mys dede« 
Wtop was J'e kyng and ys hore, )«it he her folye ' wy)?, 
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■ The Latyn sei> U. yere 
and a half Jr. in margine. 
^ Deui Jr. I Idem quod Jtu 
gL Sax. lajr iive desiderium 
vel fenror. Sed hie hci hila- 
ritatem iignabU. perinde ae ti 
dicuij he heaid aag^ sing on 
high with mirth tUs $ive thus. 
Inde in Cod. Jr. Aa4 at he 
wende to hhn warde, he hurde 
by the way A mery song of 



angeles thus seggyng heye' 
t^e. 4 Snche dede kynges ' 
now fewe bene ts amonge, 
That angelas atte hare end. 
yng maketh of eny songe Jr. 
s Patiuty noo, /• e. few, ut ex 
Jr. canetaiyniii cum eodi Cod. 
few a^jiciatj retenio nou. 
^ And with his Tnell lyuyng 
apejrred Cristendom Jr. ? F. 
^Kjy sede. 

And 
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And "pe womman fondede, bym to de))e brynge. 

So \mt Seyn Dunston was, )>ora byre and ]^ kjng, 

I flou out of Engelond, and to Flaundies wende* 

' ]>e gode man ne toe neuere gome, )}at me bym so fonfe ssende. 

Abbeys ]ffs luj'er man bro2;te ek in alle wo. 

And ]»t boos of Malmesbtiryi ]7at an old bons was fo, 

* Of' tuo hondred ^er and seuenty yrerd }>er bjuorei 

He made yt stable to ys bors, as yt were alle yorlore* 

So ln)wr man was ]fe kyng, })at }>e beymen of ^ loode 

Bygonne, as bii nede moste, a^en bym vaste at stonde. 

And bynome bym muche of yi lond, ' & bytoke Edgar js 

bro})er. 
Vor he drou to alle godenesse, and ^ beteie was ]fitn opet* 
pfs Edwyne was )7us kyng pre ^er, and somdel moret 
And \mt lond vor ys depe ne wep no^t ouersore. 
And pit Yor al ys ssrewede, as yt y wryte ys» 
povx byddynge of Seyn Dunston, ys soule com to blys. 

HiDGAR Edwyne^s bro]>er, & Edmonde's sone pe kyng^ 
Kyng^was after Edwyne, gode man jfom alle )>yng. 
Non lyckore ys htdpet bym nais, )nn an wolf ys a lombe^ 
Of inanere ne of dede, J^ey bii were in one wombe. 
Tor ))nlke tyme pat Edgar of ys moder was ybore, 
Seyn Dunston was at Glastynbury, & pemtUx & 
po burde be J^ulke tyme angles synge ywys 
Up in pe lofte a murye song, & pat song was Jrfs : 



' The gode man was wel 
a paide of ^t God hym sende 
Jr. » Dccst Jr. J And 



toke hit Ed^ his brother 
Jr. 4 Heigher Jr^ 
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<< To hblj chyrche ft to )» lond peys ys ytxm and blys 

" By J?alke chylde^s tyme, ]^ nou ybore ys, 

' SaJ^f^ ]>6 Sejn Dcmstdn wuBte, Jnt )» chjld was ybors 

He waste, jmi al Engelond he ssolde brynge of wo* 

And 80 he dude. Tor jfo he was, after ys bro])er, kyog 

He bro^ al Jnt bnd in pes, fat er was in stryayog. 

He vndude alle luj^er lawes, fai me huld byuore. 

And gode lawes bio^ vor)), jmt er were as uorloie* 

Scotlond and NoiJ^homberlond and Walys al so 

Wy)> out heste to by m' come, ys wylle vorto do* 

pe eTJfe jeld bet, & )>e weder was * mergore by ys daye. 

And lasse tempest in )^ see J'an roe er ysaye. 

Me tolde bym of Seyn Dunston, fat ys bro)>er drof of londew 

After Iiym he sende anon, 8c he com )H>ra ys sonde, 

And ys abbeye auong in pes, fiam wan he was so longe^ 

And was fe kynge's conseyler, & yayre was vnder yonge. 

Erchebyssop of Kanterbury )>oni ff^ gode kynge 

Syen Dunston was suJ^J^e ymad, fe more godnesse to bringe. ' 

' jfys kyng al so at Glastynburj, as he Junior}' oom^ 

Seynt Ajielwold, Jmt was )>er monek, out of ys house he nome. 

And jef hym ^ an phoe in Barcssyre, jmt muche ys in mone^ 

Vyf myle by Souj^e Oxenford, pat me clupe}^ Abendone. 

J^s holy man Seyn A])dwold bulde J'ere yaste^ 

And a uayre abbey ]>er bygan, ^ }mt euereft sip yhste. 

■ There by knewe Seynt [ therfortk come Seynt EtW- 
Dontton, that he, that bore wolde, that was ther monek^ 
was tho, Shnlde kepe Enge- cote of tiie house npme, Ar. 
lend in his tyse fro woo Ar. ^ K Ar. s That hider td 

•Meryer ^. 'This kyng doth last ^r. 
also fro GlastMbiiry as he 

Vorst 
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Vorst abbod he was f^ete byiii8ulf» & mondces to bym noDMv 
In ]fys manere Abendone Torrt to abbeye conu 

* It bjuelle,. pai \fe bysBop of Wynchester was dcd, 

)« kyng hym made byssop \fete^ ])oru Seyn-Dimstom^s ted, 
Atte heye cbyrcbe of Wyncbester, J^ar ys S^ was fdiv 
)mt me clopede cbyrcbe catbedral, & pit me de)> alsd. 
Canons )>er were Seculers, )h> be voret J'nder come^ 
Feroe men and prout» \mi mucbe were in berdomi 
]^ kyng and Sejn A])elwold a^en hem sette vaste, 

* And out of \>e hous & of ber rentes ecb after 6ptt CMte, 
And made an bous of monekes, to holde ber oidre bet» 

]^ monekes out of Abendone yorst were Jmder yuet* 

Of Seyn Swy}7yn ]mt boas was, as yt ys ^ut also, 

So ))a,t out of Abendone y was vorst ydo. 

In secunde ^er J'at be yorst byssop was 

]?ys gode kyng and he dude J^ys gode cas. 

And ek in J)e yyfte ^er of J^e kynge^s kynedom 

Sejn A])elwold yorst byssop was, & ))e byssopryche nome» 

yfs gode kyng Edgar ' & hcT Seyn Swy]>yn atte fyoe, 

)mt longe adde ynder erpe yleye, yorst bro^te into ssryne. . 

Issryned he was nyne bondred ^er, & on & seoenty]^ ^er^ 

After ]>at our Louerd alyjte in ys moder aner}7e here. 

Kyng i Edgar & Seynt A)wlwoId in Wynchester aieide abo' 

Ano]«r hous of monekes, )nt pit stonde)) bo]« too^ 



' The kyng made him bys. 
shop after thorgh Seynt Dan. 
stonn's rede In the churche 
of Wynchestre, & ther suthe 
he was dede. Ther were Clia. 
nons Seculers tho he thuder 



Gome^ That lyned in pnr^te 
and lyther lyf, and myche In 
hordom Jr» * And of hnr^ 
houses and hnre rentes echa 
after cute Ar. • « Demmi Ar. 
4 Relijuapcnc amniacgrmimm^ 
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And ;ut )>e Jrydde hii rerde al so )7cre of Seynte Marye - « 

Of wynmen of relygyon, and made a nonneryc. 

\>e priorye of Ilely, J?ere a byssopryche ys, 

And \>e abbey of Petresboru, hii arerde also ywys, 

And )7orney and Raraeseye, and o}7ere mony on. 

Vor ey^^e & fourty abbeyes bii rerde in |>ys lend ecbon. 

As ]>Ys kyng Edgar an honte]? ywend was 

Alone be com fram ys man, as God ^ef J^at cas, 

So ]7at he aly^ie adoun, and aslepe lay. 

)h> l^ojle hym in ys slepe, }7at an hey tre he say 

Stonde \>ere bysydes hym, as he byhuld an hey. 

Upe ]}e hexte bowe tueye applcn be sey, 

And ]>e bowes of ]7e on appel smyte o]7er vaste 

So harde, ^at he vel adoun in Jve water atte lastc. 

A upys seyde, as hym J'o^te, }7cs wonles J^oru soun, 

** Wei ys }>e, wel ys J)e, " as he vel adoun. 

]x> he awok, hym }>02te wonder of )7ys cas, 

Hys godc moder Alfyfe he tolde al hou yt was. 

^* je leue sone," qua)> rooder, " j?e toknyng herof ys, 

" J»e heye tre, jmi Jx)u yseye, bytokne]? J)c y wys. 

" ]>e tueye applen bytoknc)), jyf )h)u yt wolt ywyle, 

^^ Tueye heye sones of ]7e, }uit \>o\x ssalt byjyte, 

*^fai\fe one^s bowe smyte ]>ea o])er to grounde, 

^^ }mt ys, }>at )>e ojxrre's frende ssoUe ]?e o)w sle myd woande. 

" )« voys, j>at seyde, " wel ys J)e," to tokny J^at ys, 

<< |)at hym wor}> wel ynou, vor to heuene he wende ywys. 



oraiione prosaica concepta^ 
habentur. 



ad Edgqrum tpectantia^ desu 
deraniur in Ar. in quo (amen 
plurOy adeundempertineniiay 
Vol. I. A A Al 
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AI J'ys byuel afterward, vor sones he adde taeyey 

Seya Edward and Aeldred. ]mt kynges were befe^ 

And one's kunrede I'en o}?er suype slou. 

And he wende to heuene, and was vre\ y nou. 

He adde Edward bj ys vorste wyf» as ych abbe y sed. 

And by Alfrede, ys oj^er wyf, he adde Aeldred. 

And Alfyfe, ys god moder, let rerc ywys 

Vorst ^t hons of Ssaftebury, as Seyn Edwarde's body ys. 

Kyng Edgar adde ynder bym allc \fe kytiges hereaboutc. 

Vor )7er nas non ywys, }>at nadde of hym ' donate. 

J^ernor J»e kyng of Walys, as in gret seygnorye, 

He het, f'at he bym sende eche ^er by maystrye 

I're * )7ousend of wolues, in name of tmage.. 

|>e Welysse kyn;, vp ys power, dnde hym Jje serua^. 

And sende bym |>ys wolues fram jere to ^ere. 

|nre ]x)usend at certeyn terme Tor }uit lend delynered were. 

Jnre jer he huld ys tente, ac |>e verj^e was by hynde. 

Vor he sende \>e kyng word, JMit he ne myjte nanmo yfynde. 

And }>at was lute wrondcr, vor to vale J«r were by vyue. 

Vor al )>at lond were )>e wors, adde hii byleued alyue. 

Bo)w Walys and Engelond ])e betere ys )?eniore ^t. 

And ]7eruore ]>e gode man yt dude more )nn vor prute* 

fys gode kyng Edgar, )^t so stalworde kyng was^ ^ 

And wys & hardy pom ont al, bote lute of body nas. 

))eruore pe kyng of Scotlond enuye adde ]>erto. 

And ' as he sat at mete, & mony opex kyn^ al so, 



' L. doute. * Hundred 
a/tf • Et ' sic eiiam scripior 
prosakui in Cod. Jr. ^ And so 



by fel atte a fest, where ma. 
ny wordes commanlicbe ben 
spoke, Kynad^ kyng of Scot- 
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tic scyde a wcl hey word among ys kynjtys echon, 

])at he adde gret hoker, (& wonder nas yt non) 

Of a so lute halue man, as kyng Edgar was, 

\nd |?cr nas lond ne prince non, }>at of hym adrad nas. 

fys Mord com to ]>e kyng Edgar, ]?erttor he I>ojte hym teche, 

Wuch were J?e haluc man, jyf he royjte hym of reche. 

He com and mctte hym in a wode, and bed hym abyde. 

And he adde vor )?e nones tueye suerdes by ys syde. 

lie drou out bo)^ tuo, and bed hym nyme an hondc, 

And chese wej?er he wolde. and )?en halue man vonde, 

And loke wer ]fe halue man hym my^te out at stonde. 

Vor dereyny hii wo!Je hem sulue tuo, & take Gode*s sonde. 

jfe o)>er vel adoun akne anon ryjt yor drede. 

And cryde hym mercy vor Grode's loue of ]>at he mys seyde* 

Kyng Edgar adde rcu)?e of hym, so reulych he gan crie. 

** Syre kyng," he seyde, " ech god man yt ys vyleynye 

^^ To be of bold word atte mete, & coward in ]>e vdde. 

*^ Understonde ^e bet efsone, and hold me ]>yn helde 

\>e godenesse al of kyng Edgar none tonge telle ne may. 

Mony was |>c god abbey fat he rerde by ys day. 

Seynt Edward ]>e martcr, a^ ych seyde er, was ys sone 

By ys ra)>ere wyf, and Seynt ' Edy)>e of Wyltone. 



tes, in his horde seide thus : <^Me 
^^ wondreth," qnath he, <^ that 
^^ SQche an halfe man as £d. 
^^ gar shnlde wynne so many 
^^ prouinces Auctor prosaicus 
in Cod. Ar. 

^ Aifui caoe iiiy ne pro 
JiUa legUima habeas. Spuria 
etenhn erai i fVi{frUha Hve 



Wlfrida ab Edgaro suseeptaj 
Inde Will. Malmesb. (f. 33. b. J 
'^ Nam de Ege{/kda^ cogno^ 
*^ menio candidajilia Ordmeri 
^^ ducispoteniissimi EdwtirdvLm 
^' genuiiy Sf sanctam Editham 
"A Wlfritha, [al. Wlfrida] 
<^ gvom cerium est non tunc 
A4 2 ^^sanctim 
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^^ sanctimonialemfuisse^ sediU 
^^ more Regisptiellam laicamte 
^^ velavissCj moxque eandem ar^ 
** repio velo lecio imperiali sub^ 
^^ actam : Unde offensum bea^ 
^^ turn Dunstanum, qu^ illam 
^^ concufiisset^ quas vel umbra* 
'^ tich sanctimonialis fuUsetf 
*' vigor em Pontijicalem in eum 
*' egisse,^^ Quce verba Sf ipsum 
etiam auctorem prosaicum in 
Codice Ar, ob ocnlos habuisse 
compertum habeo^ quamvis 
Sanctum Editham non nomi* 
net. Sic nempe Hie: To this 
Ensarople of cruwelte (jam an^ 
tea locutus fuerai de Ethel* 
woidoy ab Edgaro occiso^ eo 
quod minus honeste sese gessis* 
set in ncgotio ad Jiliam ducis 
Devoniw^ Venere quasi ipsa 
formusiorem^ pertinente) er 
dude^ his foos putteth a nothcr, 
that is to saye, that Wulfridc 
inonechyn i sacred he toke out 
of hurc abbey, & dclt whh her 
holdyng his lemman. Which 
Poynt whenne Seynt Dunstone 
hurde, he blamed and vnder. 
name the kyng hugeliche, so that 
he sette vii. yeres penaiince ypoii 
him, the which he toke on hym, 
, that is to say of, and that vii. 
yere he bare no crowne. But 
Bumme saith, that this Wulfride 
ivas nat vereliche a ooddg, bote 
that for drede of the kyng a 
Seculer woman i veyled, and a 
none the Telle so i doo a way, & 



take to the kynge's bedde. bu€ 
nat for than Danstone dude the 
lawe a yenst the kyng as iot a 
noitne, soth that the kyng wolcCe 
coueytoany, whether she were 
Terreliche reiled or noo. Ba€ 
how so eoer thes this \jic\ 
thyuges were, certeyne hit is, 
that fro the xvi. yere of his age« 
whiche ycr he was ordeyned 
kyng, a rou to the xxx. yere 
him iakked his eoronyng. A nd 
thenne was he crowned atte 
Bathe, and lyued after but iii. 
yere. Neque hac in re magni 
(Bstimandam esse censeo aucto* 
r it at em rotulcB cvjusdam mem» 
branecp^ sermone Gallico^ penes 
Richanlinn Gravesium^ ami" 
cum ilium eruditissimum j de 
Mick let on in agro 6loucestri<* 
ensi^ in qua rotula tanquamfitia 
legitima commemoraturEdiihay 
contra Jidem scriptorum opii^ 
morum. Jlcec enim verba re 
tulcc : Tceti Edgar auoif. ii. 
fcmmcs, le Tne apres fziutre. De 
la primer il engendra Edward, 
ke puis fu martyr, e Seini 
Edith, de la secunde Eamun e 
Ethelred. Quam iamen rotu^ 
lam idclrco plurimi faciendam 
esse duco^ qugd plerisque^ q[ttas 
vidiy sit antiquior^ picturasque 
regum ac principum exhibeaty 
minus equidem eUganteSy sed 
qwB aniiquariis ' mtslUs in 
rebus usui e$se possini. Sed 
(quod dolcndum) imperfectm 

est 
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lie dcyde & wenile to lieuene nyn hoiidred jer ycb wene 
As in ' J?c of grace, and syxly and fyftene. 

•3EYNT Edward J>c martcr, ys eldore sonc, 
After bym \?as kyn^ yniad, as lawc was & wone. 
J>e godenesse of J'ys jonge kyng ne may no tonge telle, 
Vor he was nick & inylde ynou, & vayr of fless & felle, 
Dcbonere to speke wy}?, & wyj> pouere men mcst* 
Cliast and wys of conscyl, and prnte lie louede lest. 
Wylde men nc louede he nojf , J?al rechyles were of Jwjie, 
Ac wyse men lie droa to bym, & after hem he wrojte. 
Ech gret dede ]>ai he dude, \>c inesstiilel ssolde go 
After Jhj erchebyssop Seyn Ounston, }?at was J>o. 
Gode pes j>ei was in Engclond, & loue & joye ynou. 
And rychesse by ys daye, vor clles yt were wy}? wou. 
To )>e godncssc of )7ys bolymon JHi deuel adde enuye. 
And J)e lujji'r quene ys stepmoder, Jnit vol was of tricberye. 
Vor heo Jni^te nyjt & day, jyf heo ni>'jte \h}tvl eny J»yng. 
J>at Seynt Edward were aslawe, & yrc sone ymad kyng. 
pe jer J)at he ^^martrcd was Jhj hexte men of J>e lond 
In |h; toun of Calne were, as ych vnderslonde. 



est rotulOy quippe quce incipit 
ab Alhelstano rege^ desinUque 
CMtn Edtcardo pott conqucesm 
tumpfimo^ priori parte^ pa^ 
Titer afque poslerioriy abscis^ 
sOy Sf forsitanfunditui dcper^ 
dita, in ci{jus sane Athelstani 
regis pictura illud plane ob^ 
servatu dignissimum esse r/. 
deo^ ^uod sceptrum sive insigm 



ne reginm in manu teneat sim 
nistrUyVeterum ad amussim rem 
ferensffaxmfiai. minime absur* 
dcy quum princeps esset belli* 
cosissimuSy clavaque Ilerculea 
usum fuisse censer ent hostes. 
cvjusmodi tamcn ffoKmf'ias neum 
tiquanty quod sciam^ videas in 
nnmmii Athelsianianis. 
' Adde^ jer. 
A A 3 As 
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As hii sete in an chambre an bey in coiiscyl of speche 

Jje flor to brae vndcr hem, as yt were vor v/reche| 

And hii velle and dcbrusede somme anon to de])e, 

And somme ymaymed, & somme yburt, so ]>:xt eny ynnejw, 

Wy)>oute gret harm, of scapede, bote Scyn Dunston by cas^ 

bat hente bym by a bem, and ysau^ was. 

Wat by toknede }7ys, \>ai ]>e beyme men velle soj 

Bote ])at hii and al ]>nt lond byne)?e ssolde be ydo, 

]>oru folc of strange lond^ and Jmt me ssolde yse^ 

Vor hii soflfrede her kyng so vyllyche y mor}7red be ? 

Vor a day as Seyn Edward an hontey wende by cas 

In an wode in Dorsete, }7at bysyde ' Warham was, 

jmi vayr wode was J^ulke tyme, a gret wylle bym com io^ 

Vor to yse ys jonge bro]7er, (vor anon be jxijte yt do.) 

Vor he was a lute ]>et bysjde, as ys stepmoder was, 

In an toun, ]>SLt me cluped Corf, J^at bote })re myle Jnime nas, 

A strong castel J^er ys nou, ac ]>o nas non jfere. 

Longe ]>o^ic Seynt Edward at ys broj^er ar he were. 

An vewe men myd bym he nom, & J'uder ward gan ryde. 

Hys men pleyde by J^e wey, & spradde aboute wyde. 

So {'at l^ys holy kyng alone was sone, 

And alone wende vor]?, as he ]>ojf.e to done. 

|>o hys lu]7er stepmoder alone ysey bym come, 

Heo J^o^te do yre wylle of bym, as heo adde yr red y tiome, 

\>o ]>ys holy roan was ney ycome, )>e quene ajen bym code 

Wy)> noble mayne ynou, & gret loue bym gan bede. 

\>e feste )mt heo wy\f bym made non tonge telle ne may. 

Heo suor, );at he ssolde aly^te, & byleue myd yre al day. 

' Wharham Ar. 

*• Certes, 
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" Certcs, madame," qua]? Jjys oJ>er, ** so ne may yt nojt be. 

^^ Ac lat me speke myd my broj^er, vor me longe)> hym to se* 

" Vor ar ych Lym abbe yseye, y ne wor]>e nojt bly)>e y wys, 

^' Myn berte ys so muche on hym, & non wonder hyt nys. 

" A, syre," quaj> }?ys luj?er quene, '* wanne yt ne may oJ>er be, 

" Vorst ych wolle to )« drynke, & su}?J>e fou ssalt hym yse. 

^' As me hym drynke toe, on was prest ynou, 

^^ And )>oru ys wombe smot a knyf, and ys gottes to dro;. 

A long knyf yt was & smal y nou, as me may jut yse 

Atte chyrche of Kauersham, as he a)) ;are ybe. 

J'ys holyman sat vp ry2;t, & ysey ys de]>e's wounde. 

He ne rod bote lute wey, ar he vel to grounde^ 

And let ]7er ys suete lyf, and to heuene wende. 

Awey ! lute wel {^ojte he, }hi me ys wombe rende. 

]>o {'ys holy man ymartred was, hii, J^at hym \^f broj^te to^ 

ByJ^ojie hou hii my^e best myd ]>e holy body do. 

Hii porueydc an derne stude, & \>er inne yt caste 

Vyllyche & styllelyche, & bared yt )7er vaste. 

]x> j^ys dcde was ydo, )>e qucne adde al hyre wylle, 

(Yor me ' hal euere myd ]>e quyke,) )>e dede was sone stylle. 

Seynt Edward ]fe * vyfte jer of ys kynedom 

Ajen eue aday aslawe was in such marterdom. 

.nLELORED, jfe queue sone, }>at kyng was ymad ]h)| 
Nas bote of ten jer old, Jh) ys moder dude J^ys wo. 
Ne of }>ys dede nuste he nojt, bote as God jef ]^t cas. 
In ]7e ^ luft he hurde anhey, as he alone was^ 



"Holt^r. ^FentAr.mi. 
nusrecte, ^EthelredJr.iam 



hiCf quam 4* in ieqq. ^ WeUuie 
he hurde Ar. 

A A 4 Hyt 
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Hys bro^r, }>at was as1awe» pytoslyche grcde. 
]>et cbyld cryde & sore wep, & ys moder )>at cas sede 
Welle, \mi |>ys lu)?cr quene anguyssous was \>o. 
' ]^t chyld hco benfe vaste anon, }?at he ne rooste on vot go* 
^erd ne vond beo prcst non, J^at cbyld vorto bete, 
An honduol beo bcnte of * candlen longe and grcfe. 
' )nt cbyld heo bete ^ so stronge myd ]>e condlen long& (owe, 
Ileo ne byleuedc nojt ar he lay at hyre yet yswowe. 
' War))oru Jyys cbyld afterward, such hey man as he was, 
Was ]>e worse wan he sej condlen yor )>y8 cas. 
Wat halt yt to telle longe ? )7ys chyld me made kyng, 
Ac Seyn Dunston ^ weF yime^ woldc do ]fe sacring. 
^ Vor god man spck ek J«rof wel longe by uore, 
fo he bapfyscd }>ys Aeldred, sone so be was y bore. 
Vor ]>e chyld fulcd in hys bond )>e water & fc yanston, 
Byudrc byssopcs J^at \>er were, and heye men mony on, 
And dude hys kunde ful)> bede. Seyn Dunston acyde anon, 
\>ai be ssolde of sunne enchcson be, & of wrechhede mony oi». 
And ]k} he ssolde * kyng be, ]rys god man Seyn Dunston 
Uatcde muche to crouny bym, gyf he yt my^te yer gon. 
* Ac ]x) be mostc ncdc yt do, )K)ru pur londe's lawe, 
** Syre kyng," he scydc, " yor J>ou art myd vnryjt Lerto 
ydrawe. 



" The childe Ar. * Wex- 
chandellen Ar. J The Ar. 
4 So sore bette with Ar. 
i Whcrfor euer afterward, 
for this ilkc cas, Whenne he 
suche candelen seigh, the 
worse him thoght he was Ar. 
^ Dcesi An ? Of him pro. 



phecied Dunston long by fore, 
Tho tiiat he christened hiui 
whenne he was ibore Ar. 
* 1 crouned be, the godeman 
Dunston Wcl loth he was to 
crouue Ar. v But whenne 
be most nedes hit doo, by the 
loDde's lawe, Ar. 
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^< Up ]>y nowe heued yt ssal come J>y moder luj^er plawe 

** J>oru ssedynge of J>y bro)>er blod, }»( )?U8 ys brojt of dawe. 

** And vor Englysse men were wel ypayd 

** In ssedynge of ]>y hrdpet blod, \mt so was bytrayd, 

" J?cr vor her poor ssal al clene hem be bynome, 

^^ ' And }>ou al so. Yor strange folc of strange londe ssal comCi 

" And ]>y lond vor )?yn seruage & to grounde ybrojt. 

^* And al J?at ssal come by )?yne day, & by myne nojt. 

^^'Atte laste our Louerd wolle of hem vnderstonde. 

■ 

And al )7ys word to so}7c com s\i]i\>e to Engeiond. 

^ut Eifred, \>e lu)>er quene, )>at Seynt Edward slou. 

Of yr trepas byuore yre dej) repentant was ynou. 

And rerde tuo nonneryes, Worwel \mt one was, 

And Ambresbury )>et oj^cr^ to bete yre trespas, 

An adde grace, jyf God woUe, yre synne vor to bete, 

And come to gode amendement, ar heo })at lyf lete. 

]>Q j^rydde jer, as yt wolde be, of Ayldredc*s kynedom, 

]>e bygynnynge of ]7is sorvve to Engelond vorst come. 

Vor of )>e vole of Denemarch ]7er ariuede ]h), 

Atte hauene of So\i\> hamtone, sene ssyp vol & * nanmon. 

An robbede ])e town vaste, at her poer noj'yug nas. 

\)y8 was as a tokne pat to comyng was, 

As by Seynt Dunstone^s day nanmore )>er ne com. 

Vor he deyde )>e te^t ;er of ]>e kynge's kynedom, 



' On the also strange foike 
of other loode shall come. 
This londe worth in seruage, 
and be to grounde i brought 
Ar. IgUurpro vor Jyn repo* 
nerem mor} yn, u e. shall be to. 



' Nomo, And gonne to robbe 
faste a boute, but lite here 
power nas. This was the 
furst tokene of woo to oome 
that was, But by Danstone's 
Ar. ' 

And 
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And ayne hondred 301 & eyjte & eyjtety after fai God wat 

ybore. 
And Ye byssop Seynt Athelwold was ded ]>er byuore^ 
And Seynt Oswald Jtc byssop after J?re jer. 
As in )7e ' )>rette]>e ^er ]>at ]>e kyng croune bcr. 
* )>er betere peys yt was vor hem j>e wule hii were alyue* 
' Ac after her daye sone, pe sorwes spronge blyue. 



^ juii. jere Jr. * The better 
Ar. i But after her dayes sone 
sorwes sprong ryue. This kyng, 
er he hadde a wyf, he gat ane 
sone Bi a symple woman, that 
worth euer in mone^ That, for 
his strength, called was £d- 
munde Irenside. For so orped 
knyght me ne knewe wide Ar. 
minus quidem recte^ 4" contra 
fidtm eximii probique nostri 
hisiorici Rohcrti^ qui plane 
docuitj Edmundi matrem ux- 
crem re vera fuisse Eihelredi, 
id quod etiamfecerunt alii op* 
tlmcB notcB scriptoresy (inter 
quos jure optimo censendus 
eruditissimus Bradius) secus 
atque illi^ quiy partibus addictiy 
nothum Edntundum (^ concum 
bina nimirum genitum) fuisse 
produntj in quibus Sf ipse erat 
Jacobus Tijrrellusy qui tamen^ 
paidlo antequam faiis conces^ 
sisset, me monente in Leiando 
nostroj (Coll. Vol. VL p. 75.) 
sententiam mutavitj ut e nota 
quadam liquet in Bibliotheca 
Bodleiana ab ipso Jacobopro' 



pria manu in Historia sua An* 

glicB generali scripiOj quam si^ 

mul atque commodum fuerii 

eonsulas velim. Ceterum if ilm 

lud notandum estj per symple 

woman tit Cod. Ar, non aliud 

quam ignobilem feminam esse 

intelligendum^ de qua re nos 

etiam breviter egimus in LiCm 

lando. id quod etiam viderai 

auctor prosaicus in Cod. Ar» 

ubi de Edmundo sic scribit: 

This kynge's [Ethelred] sone 

was not of Emme queue, but of 

a nother woman unknow to tiie 

commune pcple. Natheles he 

was a faire, jolyf yong man, a 

strong man and hardy, and for 

thi of Englysshmen was he 

cleped Edmunde Irenside. He 

muche a leide \e cowardyse o( 

his fader, and ]^ loughnesse 

of his moder in him self thorgh 

his vertue noblelicb. Ai^ 

que ha:c chartis mandave^ 

ram priusquam rotulam {ct^ut 

sttpruy p. 286. mentionem feci) 

Gravesianam vidissem^ quw 

iamen nee ipsa illisfavei^ qui 

Ed. 
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]?€ kyng adde by hys yorste wyf one slalwarde sone, 

)7at, vor hys stalwardbed, longe vfor]} in mone. 

Vor me ne vond non so gode kynjt ware so he wende wydc. 

Me cleped hym, vor hys strengjn?, Edmond yrensyde." 

pe sorwesi as ych chabbe ytold, spronge aboute ylome* 

Vor }?at folc of Dencmarch sone to londe come, 



Edm u II dum not hum fu isse ve^ 
lint. Contra^ picturastanquam 
primogenitum heredemque E* 
ihelrediexhibenty verbaque ip- 
iafilium ex uxore non e con^ 
cubina futsse innuunt. hccc 
nempCy pro interpunctione 
rotulcB. Icesti Ethelred engen. 
dra Eamun yreneside de vue 
femme aliene ke fu la soer au 
due de Normandic. si engen- 
dra alured ke fu trai par Goud- 
-wyn count de kent. E Edward 
IjB confessour kegist aWestmo- 
stcr. E quibui verbis non est 
quod colligasy Edmundi ma- 
trem fuisse ducis Normannics 
sororem^ qua iamen (utpote 
Ethelredi uxor secunda) Alu^ 
redi aique Edwardi mater re 
vera erai. Id quod satis erit 
n^ianifestumy si hoc modo ver^ 
barotuksdistinguantur. Icesti 
Ethelred engendra Eamon Yre- 
neside. De one femme aliene, 
ke fu la soer au due de Nor. 
mandie, si engendra Alured, 
ke fu trai par Gondwyn count 
^e Kent| e Edward le Confes* 



sour, ke gist a Westmoster. 
Ila'c distinctio si probetur^ id 
utique liquebit^ rotulas aucto* 
rem Edmundi matrem igno* 
bilem itidem fuisse censuisse^ 
nihilque proinde de eadem 4 
seipso fuisse dice nd urn, Cete* 
rum non diffiteor^ alibi etiam 
de Irenside matre loeutumfu^ 
isse scriptorem prosaicum in. 
codice Ar, eamque pro concu^ 
binahabuisse. After the deth 
{inquit ille) of Kaut, Hard- 
I de 8c Hardeknnt, kynges of 
Engelonde, regned Seynt Ed. 
warde Confessour, Edmunde^ 
Irenside's brother in his fader's 
half, that is to seye of Ethel, 
red kyng, but nat in the mo. 
der. for this Edmundc Iren. 
side was gete of vnlawfuUe bed* 
de, thoughe he were noble and 
stronge in batayle. Atque hoeo 
sub Henrico IP. tradUj ubide^ 
Henrici 11^. stemmate agitj 
verba dicta interim innuens h 
Chronicis GalKcis se prodiix* 



tsse. 



And 



m 
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And anour alf pys lond ]>e hauenes hii adde ysojt. 

So \>at Nor)7honiberIond was al to grounde ybro^t. 

Kent hii destrude also god, & ]fe Est contreye wyde. 

' Exetre hii barnde al adoun, & in )7e West syde. 

Vr kyng worrode ofte a^en, as he niyjte do. 

Ac wreche of ys broj'er de]> wel harde hyra com to. 

Yor bys poer was lute wor)?. vor he ;ef hem atten eiide 

Four )x>usend pound of sterlynges, hem ajen to wende# 

So J'at hys quene deyde, and of sorwe and sore 

Hym com in eche half, euere ])e leng ]>e more. 

Yor ])e Dcneys come a^en, and in eueryche ende 

Hym worrede her & \>eVj jmi be nuste wuder wende. 

He by\)Cf^ie hym wel narwe, ^yf \fex my^te be eny red 

Jx)ru wyuynge, opex \>oxn eny J^yng, * vor hys wyf was dod/ 

He vnder stod, })at Rychard, due of Normandye, 

Was man of gret poor, and of gret seygnorye, 

Yor Emme, hys ' gode dorter," he sende ofte ys sonde. 

To spouse hyre and to make byr quene of Engelond, 



' The West centre also they 
wonne Deuenshire, And the 
Tounc of Excestre sette thay a 
fbyr. Our kyng wered Ar. * 
Tarn hie quam Sf alibi mire 
omnia permutantur in Ar. it a 
scilicet^ u( hcBc verba plane o- 
mittatj ne Edmundi Ircnside 
mairem Ethelrediuxoremju* 
iase 0gnosceret, ^Good sus. 
ter, Ar. ^Sed discrepafttiainde 
oriOy quia Richardus 4' Em^ 



majilii erant Richartli primiy 
ducis Normannia. Ilinc cert. 
te scripior prosaicus in eod, 
Codice Arm Thes [EmmeJ 
was Richarde's doughter, due 
of Normandie, which. L. wyn. 
ter after William his fader 
gouerned thulke Duchie» which 
the zYiii. yere this kyng dey« 
de. And after him came Ri. 
charde the II. whas soster was 
thees Emme. 

]Hlt 
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\>ai he fnypjCy }>oru alyance, eny help vndergo. 

To wytc hym fram hem of Denemarcb^ ]mt dude ]fys lond so 

wo* 
So ]mt )h> bii were aton, ^e spousynge was ydo, 
As in \>e ^er of grace a ]x>usend and tuo, 
And of ]>e kynge's crounynge in four & tucnty j>e jeie. 
' 1^ Nz^c I'c hyng, ))at he adde of ys fon ])e lasse fere. 

* And here sprong, lo! ]>e vorste more as of hem of Normandie^ 
Ware )x>ru bii come in to }'ys lond, & ' abbe)> }>e maystre« 
Vor J?e kyng adde by ♦ ]>ys. M . tueye sones ywys, 

Alfred, 8c Sejnt Edward I'at at Westymustre yssryned ys. 

And of l^ulke blode h\x]>]>e Wyllam bastard com, 

As ^e ssoHe her after yhure, and wan }'ys kynedom. 

f^at poer miicbe of Denemarch in pes wytoute stryf 

Was hem ywend to Denemarch, ar \>e kyng weddede wyf. 

)>e kyng, vor ys grete poer, as of ys ' wynnyge, 

Alle ])e Deneys, J^at were byleued, he let to de\)e bringe 

In a Seynt Bryce day, and in one day cchon, 

}>at non nere of o)>ere y war, ne )^t J^er ne of scapede non. 

^iuan, ]>e due of Denemarch, ]>o be hurde of J^ys cas. 

Made hym wro)? & wod ynou, & eche j^ai yvy\> liym was. 

Hii grey)^ hem myd gret poer, and to Engelond com^ 

As in \>e uyue & luenty|7e jer of \>e kynge's kynedome, 

* Hud in ]>t ;er of grace a )H)usend and )7re. 

Hii slowe & sorwe dude ynou, nomore ne my^te be. 



* Thenne pro }o in Ar. 
*Ther sprong yppe tho the 
ferst more of hem of Nor. 
mandye, Jr. ' Hadde the 
seignourie Jr. 4 This que. 



ii. sones I wys Jr. reciius. 
nisi forsitan M. pro Mistress 
vel Maistress sive domina ac* 
cipias. i L. wynninge, ^ L. 
and cum Jr. 

So 
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\>o wende hil yoxp of Denemarchi & robbed al 

And ' gute bruggessyre & Estangle, & also Myddel 

Bokynghamssyre & O^tenfordssyre, & Ilertfordssyre al so^ 

Bedeuordssyre and baluendel Hontyndonessyre ]iert6. 

NorJ^hamtessyre, and by Sou)w Temese BarCssyre, 

And SojKreye and Sou])8ex, and SouJ^hamtessyre, 

An inucbeldel of Wyltessyre^ and ^o al JTys ^as ydo, 

Hii drowe bem toward Canterbury, to robby )>ere al so. 

In ]?e ]x>usend jer of grace, and endleuene )^rto, 

l^ys folc com to Kanterbury, robberye to do. 

By tuene hour leuede day ])e latere, & Myelmasae day^ 

I'ys folc bysette Kanterbury, and yaste bylay, 

And gret raymson of hem wi|7inne esste to be out of wo. 

Ac \>e erchebyssop of ]>e toun, Seynt * Alfe ])at was po. 

Was vaste ]7er a;en to jyue eny raymson. 

]7e Deneys vor wra]?]>e ]>o asaylede vast \fe toon. 

And wonne bym, & yastc slowe, & \>o hii wy)? inne coiti) 

Hey men, f^at ]>er inne were, and Seynt Alfe hii nome. 

And monekes, & \fe toun bamde & adoun caste. 

jfe erchebyssop Seynt Alfe hii heolde & bounde Taste, 

And ladde bym bysyde London to ]>e toun of Grcneawych, 

And belde hym \>er in prison, )>at he mis mtn man ylyche. 

Half ^er and somdel more, and su)7}>e in ])e ^er of grace 

A )x>useud and tuelf ;er, hii ladde hym ' in an place 

Wyjjoute \>e toun Greneswyke, & stenede bym wyj? stones 

As me stenede Seynt Stcuene, ^ & debrusede ys bones. 



■ L. Grantebniggesyre. * /. e. Elphcge. » To a place jtr. 
4 And all to bruysed las bones An 

Atte 
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Atte loste myd a dencbax mesmot hym to groimde 

la ]>e heuede^ ]7at he lay, and deyde in astounde. 

' jfe Saterday, in \>e Ester wouke^ f'ys holy man hii slowe. 

Ac vewe |>at were atte dede \>e beuerege bylowe. 

Vor somme by come cancrefrete, & somme biynde o]7er wode^ 

And somme deyde verlych as hii yp ryjt stode. 

So ]mt vor drede of ]>J8 wreche ]>e Deneys were agaste. 

And wyjxlrou hem of her Iu])er hede ]fe wule yt wolde y lastCi 

* And ]7er was \>e betere pes a^er, and ynnejfe* 

Vor in jfe ;er of grace a })ousend and )7rette]^ 

Suan, ]>e due of Denemarch, by gan to turne ys bond. 

And after \>sit he adde destrud ]>e Sou)> alf of ]>ys lond. 

He wende and robbede al ]>ys lond al J7e Nor]? syde, 

NorJ'homber and Lyndeseye, and destrude wyde 

Euere fram Watelyngestrct, and so by Oxenford. 

Hii come and nome Wynchestre^ and so Walynford. 

Fram Walyngford hii wende, & ]7e toun of Ba})e nome* 

So ]7at Suan was kyng yholde, ware so he euer come. 

Ac ]7e kyng of Engelond^ in such sor & mournynge, 

Carede of ys jonje sones mest of alle j'ynge, 

Laste hii were defoulde o^t. yor hii ne couij^ of fyjtenge. 

\fer yor into Normandye he let hem sone brynge, 



'This was doo the Efter 
[/• Ester] wouke in the Sa- 
terday^ As more plenner in 
his lyf se ther of me may. 
Many, that was atte his 
deih, by com biynde & wode, 
And sumne deide sodeyolich 
yp ryght u they stode Jr, 

Vol. L B B Bo]fe 



* Desunt omnia metra sequetim 
tia in Cod. Ar, usque ad 
hoc lignum marginale (X^) 
in historia Edmundi Yreoe* 
syde, quorum tamen loco perm 
quam mulla occurrunty ora- 
tione soluta tcripta* 
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Bo])e Alfred & Seynt Edward, & J^e^qaene her moder dba, 

Wy]7 ])cdac Rychard, ))e qaene lm>]'ery Tofte sack wo^pcie yd^ 

Ac hys eldoste sone Edmond yrenesyde, 

Yor he was hardy, & gode knygt, atome be let abyde. 

Jmi IvLper folc of benemarch vobbede and shme Tasl^ 

And chyrchyn and abbeys tximde and adooa caste. 

Men ley vn bared to drawe, ))at maipe yt was ynoa. 

fat feble folc to wyldemesse and to wodes vaste ^droa. 

Ayldred kyng of Engelond, JHi he sey al Yfs wo^ 

Hou me destruyde ys lond, and ys folc slon. 

To mydewynter he wende anon, )po he ae tey o)ier red^ 

To Normandye, ft hald hym )>ere vorte ^doc Soon wm 

Suan deyde in ]te ^er of grace a }K>a8end and fimiti^* 

Hys folc made euere Taste worre ^t after ys dejje^ 

And made hys sone kyng after hym, Knoat was hys imme^ 

pat dade, aswel as hys fader, Engdond gret ssame* 

An false kny2;te8 of Engelond bold myd hym Taste, 

Ac hii, l^at trewe &; gode were, ajen hym her herte cailc^ 

And sende after kyng Ayldred iilto Nomandye tft^Uey 

And be come sone to Engelond, and wendi aljbe ys ^He, 

Ac pt kyng Knoat ft Tnder j^, he was fdl of rage. 

' He wende anon to Sandwycb, & men pere in e^b^. 



-but sodeyDeliche he 
turned his sayles to ward 
"Sandewyche, and webte a 
londe. And putty ng a way 
l)othe Godde's drede and 
mane's, the hostages, whiche 
he adde 'fairc children 6{ 
gret noblete, he let take and 



kiitte of hare noses and eres 
and somme a blende. And 
whenne be had so 1 doo, be 
folde hit as for a grete jdy^, 
and glorie, that he hadde so 
defouled the Englyssh hosta- 
ges inguit auctor pnffoicus in 
Cdd. Ar. 
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))at were bytake hys fader, vor heye men of J'e londe, 
He nom and let hym smyte of hope yet and honde. 
Nou adde heye men of 'pe loud ytake pete byuore 
Hys fader ostage god ynou, and dep op ysuore, 
Wy]7 bym to bolde trewelyche, and breke )h> her o]?. 
])eraore pe kyng Knout vfjp hem was )x> so wod vfiop^ 
And vor wtappe let bylyme her ostages )7at were* 
Su)7))e he wende into Westsex, and robbede J^ere, 
And in Dorsete dude & Wyltessyre & Somerssefe gret wo. 
Kyng Ayldred lay syk in pe toun of Cosham j^o. 
In Westende of Wyltessyre, vor he was feble and oldj 
And wyp care and sorwe ouercome, zsvoeap ytold* 
An fram Cosham to Londone be of scapede ynnepe^ 

Yorto wyte bym firam ys fon, pat hii ne bro^te hym to depe^ 

pete he huld hym in pe toun myd muche sorwe and sore, 

peA of a1 hys lond of Engelond he nadde an fi>t more. 

pe 2ates he made vaste, and wuste hym irjp inne* 

His fon asaylede pen toun wy]H>ute myd al her gynne. 

Atte laste )>ys kyng Ayldred, as in al pfs stryue, 

In an Sefn Gr^rye's day, wende out oi pyu lyue» 

As in |« jer of grace a )H>usend & syxtejie. 

Feblyohebe lyuede al hys lyue, & deyde in fidble def^e. 

In sucke sorwe he was kyng seuene & Ivy tty jjer. 

He adde raony an sory day, &; muchel anguysse er, 

An^ vor wreche of hys htopet depy al such sorwe to hym come^ 

J^at lute jeye he adde al ys lyf of ys kenedom. 



SB 8 Edmond 
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JbjDMOND yrenesjde, kyng Ayldredc's sohc. 

So gode kny^t of body was, \)at longe wor)? in moiie. 

Me nuste so gode irf non6 tonde, an atte bygynnynge^ 

After hys fader de]7e, roe ches hym to kynge, 

]>e heye mcfn of ]>e lond, jmi fals ne lu)7er nere. 

Ac monyc hulde myd kyng Knout, )7at false an trystbors weie» 

Edmond, vor ys strenge, was ycluped Yrencsyde. 

Dreduol he was to ys fon, )7at Iiym durste vewe abyde. 

Debonere and mylde he was to alle ]>ai gode were. 

Queynie & suy)?e hardy mon^ as man wy)x)ute fere. 

Vorst he wende to Westsex, and ])ere ech contreye 

Aboute al to ys wille bo]>e vor loue and eye. 

As leon hardy ynon he wende aboute wyde^ 

An wan contreye and opex aboute in eche syde. 

I^at Knout nadde poer non ajcn hym vor to stonde^ 

2yf false traytors nadde ybe here of Engelonde^ 

{?at hulde myd \fe kyng Knout, traytors as hii were* 

So ]rai no\>tx of |7ys kynges abouynde to opere nere^ 

Ac ey)>er gaderede gret ost, and of c^re^s men slowe. 

Atte laste myd her ost to gadere ward hii drowe, 

And mette hem after mydsomer, J^e feste of Seyn Joa^ 

And a gret batayle smyte bysyde \>e toun of Sserton^ .. 

And slowe to grounde mtiche folc, & ]x> al was ydo 

\>e kynges & muche of her folc alyue partcde atuo. 

\>o wende kyng Edmond to Londone myd ys route^ 

And al J^at folc of Denemarch destrude ]>eT aboute, 

And drof hem out of )7ys lond, & jut nolde he nojt blyane, 

Ac wende in to Westsex J'ulke contreye to wynne. 
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\>o licT^as fram by Este yweoil, ]>e Deneys myd al here gynne 

Bysegcde Londone, ac hii ne my^te uo^t come \¥y})ynne. 

So wel he was wyj^ynne ywust, foni men })at |jer were, 

])e Deneys hem wyj) drowe, ^ hem ne spedde no^ ]:>ere. 

And wende Estward in to Kent, & robbede ]>ere yaste, 

And her preye at Medewcye in to ssyppes caste. 

Kyng Edraond hem sywede, ]>o he hurde {^ys. 

And passede Temese and Breynford ywys, 

And slou aboute vaste ynou monye {'at he vond^ 

And monye flowe her and })cre aboute in ]>e lond. 

Batayles hii smyte mony one, as we bygonne to telle er« 

Vor eyjte batayles hii dude ney wat wyj?inne half jer. 

As at Sserston and ellesware, and \>e syxte batayle was 

Uppe \>e hulle of Assesdonnei ycbylle telle ]mt cas. 

I^ys tueyc noble kynges myd her poer hem mette, 

And smyte }>ere a batayle, and yaste to gadere sette. 

yordeyned hii adde her ost wel in ey]>er syde, 

And Edmond ydy^t hys standard, were he ssolde bym sulf 

abyde, 
And hys dragon yp yset, and J?ys batayle ysmyte. 
Hii slowe to grounde in eyj^er alf, J^at deol it was to wyte. 
In ys standard Edmond was, as ry;t was yor to abyde. 
He sey, J^at me slou ys folc aboute in eche syde. 
Hys herte hym nolde soffry nojt abyde yorte tyme were, 
Ac to jfe batayle smot anon, as man wy)H)ute fere. 
And byleuede dragon & standard, Sc stured yaste ys honde> 
And slou tp grounde, as noj'yng bym ne ssolde at stonde* 
Sone adde ys gode body yperced ]?e ost )H)ru out. 
He made ys wey roume ynou, yorte he come to kyng Knont. 

B B 3 ]>ere 
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I^ere were dmites ary^t ysmyle bytaicne hem tueye 
Of ]>e helines, )>at far sprong oat, vor hii were strong beye. 
A duC) f'at was myd kyng Edmondy Edryc was ys name, 
fnt was traytor and louerd suyke, ottr Louerd ^ve hfoa 

ssame* 
Yor he fondede hym bytraye^ Yor kyog Knoute'S loue, 
\fo he dradde \mi Edmond was, as he sey, al aboue. 
And kyng Knout ney ouercome, yp an hul an hey 
He wende wt)> ys suerde adrawe, ))at ]>et folc hjm al ysey. 
He adrou ys blody snerd, and loude bygan to grede c 
<^ Englysse men, Engljsse men, fle)? anon, ych rede. 
** Vor Edmond, vre kyng, to dej* he ys ydo. 
Hym snlf he gan yorst to fle. vor oj^ere ssolde al so. 
Englysse men bym leuede wel, & flowe after Uyne^ 
And al yt was to bytraye ys lonerd, ))at was alyue. 
)h> kyng Edmond )7ys ysey, pat ys folc vnder stod, 
\fat he was to d^ ybro^t, and Jieruor flowe vor wod, 
He amde vp a lute hul, and gradde in ]>e place 
Hys folc, and dude of ys helm, and ssewede hys face. 
And seyde^ ^^ tome)) vaste a^n, ychani alyne ywys. 
Hys folc tumede anon a^en, )h> hii hurde l^ys, 
And smyte vor|^ ]>ys batayle^ gretter ne my^te noh be, 
And fo^te vorte yt was nyjt^ Jtet hii my^te noleng yse. 
Ac ye Englisse adde ybe above, jyf yt mulde ybe vor nyjt. 
Ac hii departede, as hii nede moste, vor defiiute of sygte^ 
Hii grey}red bem })erafter, ano|«r batayie to do. 
And ef sone come to gadere vp Assesdoune bIso^ 
And batayie smyte strong ynou, ac KnoAte's poer viiste 
Wexynge was, }wl he wan |>e maystrie atte hste. 

Sory 



Robert of Gloucester's Chronide* 

Scry was Edmoad )^ to Giouccstrje be weode^ 

To porueye bym more help, ^yf God bym grace seiide. 

* Kyng Knout sy wed afler myd aa long tayle. 
So Jxit aboute Gloucestrye ]fe ey^tej^e batayle 

* Up Seueme bii smyte, and astede, & so vaste me slou 
\>e gode bodyes in ey\fer alf, ]7at yt was deol ynou. 
Myd blod )>e er]>e was ybeled^ J'at pyte yt was to wyte. 
Ac nopet partye ne rayjte ))e maystrye, 

Ne hii ae mj^tc yse vor \fe ny^te \>e batayle to do non ende* 

Hii departede myd sorw ynou amorwe a^en to wende. 

And kyng Edmond ouer Seueme was in West syde^ 

And kyng Knout bygan myd ys ost in Estalf abyde. 

And Seuerne was bjtuene hem, & Knoute's poer 

Of Yolc of byjonde see wax euere ver & ner. 

As Edmond «at myd ys ost anj^t in ' such solas^ 

As fblc mypey ^i ver wounded & sor & wery was. 

And speke of |>ys batayle, bou yt my^ic be god : 

An old kynjt ]7er ros vp, & byuore )7js folo stode. 

^^ Icham,'' be seyde, ^^ mest foL )>eruore, as foles wollej 

<^ My fole red, jyf ;e wolle yhure, vorst ssewe ichylle. 
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' Knot snyd ever after hym 
euer atte taille An * Up* 
on Seueme in a place they 
smyte stronge i now. Many 
was the goode body in eyther 
half me slow. Bat yutte 
neyther paitie the mattrye 
haue myght, By caase that 
they were lette by comyng of 
the nyght. Kyng Edmunde 



I was of Senefie in the West - 
syde, And Knut in the Est. 
half a yenst him ganne bide, 
So that the water was b^" 
tweae her bothes power, And 
the folke of ])enenarch wai^ 
euer fer and ner Jr. > This 
cas, Wher many a woud*a 
edman and wery ifoa^t was^ 
Jr. 
a B 4 ^< Mucbe 
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*^ M uche J^yng we abbe]? yseye, & vrc elderae vs ck seydc^ 

^^ Angtisse& sorwe weabbe)? ynou, of welmorewemo^redrcde* 

^* We fysiej? & bef ouercome, & non maystrie we ne yce]?, 

** Hou myjte we bote be ouercomey jmi J^us defoulede hepi 

*^ ' Despoyled & yerwouuded, & yre streng))e le sep yaste^ 

<^ Yre felawes & vre owe lyf we drede}) ek atte laste. 

^* Wanne fisal vre reste come, & endyiige of vre wo, 

'' And among vus sykemess & pays ? yck drede neuere mo. 

*^ Edmond ne may be ouercome vor hys strcng]^ ywys, 

<< Me ]fe kyng Knout oure fo, vor he so queynte ys. 

^< Wat may Jeanne ovre ende be, bote, wanne J^s kny^tes 

ecbon 
^^ In ey)7er syde bc}> aslawe, & oure maystres byleued one, 
^* 0\>et hii mote Jeanne acordy, o}>er fyjte hem sulue (ao ? 
** * Wat reson ys, )mt hii ne mowe as wcl nou)ie so, 
^^ )>e wole hii abbe)? eny alyue, ))at hem mowe seme & drede t 
^* Nere hem nojt boJ>c vayror so ? wu wat ys gydy hedc ? 
^^ \fefe were wule in Engelond at otyme k^nges fyue, 
^^ And alle hii were rycbe ynou, & of noble lyue. 
^^ And nou to lute to hem tueye al Engelond ys* 
^' And ofte wo so coueyte)) al, al Icsep ywys. 
^^ Syf ey))er kyng so muche wylne]? to be louerd her» 
^* Jmt her noj^er nele abbe felawe, • nc pcre, 



■Dispoiled & foiled buth 
cure frendes, oure strenthes 
leseth we faste, And also of 
our awne lyf we dredeth atte 
laste jir. * What reson is 
|ut, that hii ne mowe as- 



well do now SCO, While any 
knygbtes buth lefte a lyue, 
that hem mowe serue & drede? 
Nere hem nought fairer so, 
where is hure Gidehede ? jlr. 
^ Ne non pere, Ar, 

*• Fyst 
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f^ Fyjte hem sulue tueye, J^at ' louerd "wolde be one. 

^^ Wu nere hem nojt betere nou so, ]7at waiine her kny^tes 

echone, 
^^ And her folc were al aslawe, & hii byleiied al bare, 
*^ And ne founde who hem seruede in anguysse ne in care^ 
f^ Ne who myd hem in neode J^at lond defendy my3te ? 
^* * Her of J?at so)?e seggeje, as by joure in syjte. 
Naddc \>ys knyjt fullcche hys reson ysed, 
\^t ys felawes nadde sone ynome her red. 
And seyde alle myd one mou)7e, ^^ we ' ensente)? }ierto, 
f^ ]>eit ]>ys tueye kynges acordy, o]>cr batayle hem sulue do. 
Kyng Edmond, fo he hurde )?y8, vol was of joye & blys. 
\>e batayle, he seyde, he wokle ^ nyme myd god herte ywys. 
]mt worde he sende amorwe to Knout among ys fon. 
And grantede ys owe body, \fe bati^le to do anoti« 
' Hii lete hem army beye, in to an yle myd gode pas 
Al mydde Seueme hii wende, ]7at Olenege y cluped was* 
]7er inne hii were bem sulue tuo, & ]>e water al aboute. 
Her ost was ey)>er in ys syde alonde byleaed by )H)ute. 
^ Myd god ernest & god ynou her suerdes adrowe boj^e^ 
])ys kynges to gadere come, & made hem bo\fe wro)>e. 



* Woll be lordet all on. 
And so were hem fairer now, 
that whan hare knygtes 
echon. And al hure folke bath 
a slawe, and hii by lafte all 
-iNure, Ar. . * Her of aeggeih 
^oare ayise, as by youre in. 
syght Jr. . ^ Ass^teth Jr. 
4 Take Jr. sThey armed 
hem self beithe, and dlght 



hem with goude pas Into 
an lie in Seueme, that 01* 
neye cluped was Jr* ^The 
kynges thenne in ernest grete 
her swerdus drough bothe. 
And smyte to gedre fast y 
now a men that were wrothe. 
Kyng Edmundeassailled kyng 
Knut so last, that he was 
Negh oner come, ^d jore he 

was 
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To grounde hii smyle & harde myd stalwarde honde, 
]»t wonder was, hoa o]^er 1117;^ o)Msr€*s dant at stonde. 
)h> kynji^ Edmond jynBp\fed was, & wyj^iime hot. 
He S8OC ys suerde & gmnte, & myd soch emest smot^ 
Imtj^e sprong out myd ech diint of helme so {wie^ 
)«1 yt ^ogie myd ech drnkt, as ]7at heued afiire woe. 
As )H>ndre }iat soun was^ }ie ly^t as ly^tynge, 
So yai ech dual ]>ogit ley^t as yt were & )x>ndrynge. 
Me spec)? of mony stalwaid kny^ ac me vond oa \fete. 
yblessed be )« moder wombe )?at hym to momie here, 
|« kyng Knout was so debrused, jmi he stod ynne)w. 
He dradde wanne he bre fat lyf, & were ybrojit to de)«. 
He adde leuer \mn eny )>yng} ))at hii acorded were* 
Ac he ne dorste ys fcblesse telle Edmond, yor fere 
Laste, jyf he vnder ^etei \mi he were so ouercome, 
fai he nolde fyne ar he adde ys lyf hym by nome. 
]x> he adde a wale yrest, ys armes he gan to caste, 
And wy)> gret ernest step ver, & asayled Edmond vaste, 
Myd al I'e strengfie ]iat he my^, & ssewe more ]^rto 
Al vor he ne ssolde wene, f^at he were ouercome so. 
)^ Knout bygan to reste, \fo ys assant was ydo, 
And bet Edmond, as in pes, aword hure o)>er tuo. 
Kyng Edmond hym grantede, &; somdel hym wy]? drou, 
And knde vp hys sseld, & herkned hym ynon. 



was a 91st. He kadde lyaer 
.Hmuum eny tbyng accorded 
kaoe be Cbere. Bat lie nolde 
kk feUenesse yut telle In no 
Lest Edmnnde Ut 



Tnderjete thst l^e were onu 
come, And thai ke acdde fyagr 
ta Us lyf were hy mbm 
Jr. 



€€ 



Ich 



Robert of Gloucester's ChroDicle. 9BO 

«*Ich abbe, qua]? Knoirt, " ywylncd J7 kjtteiom ar Jif «, 
" And aoa, wcl inore))an )>y lend, I7 sulf ych wylny ywy»» 
** Yor ]>eu nart nojt i¥or]' one be of Engelond kfng h^, 
<^ Ac ' to prince of al }« vorM. YOr in ^ vrorld nys ]ff per* , 
<^ Ich abbe al ^ ^ lond of Nor)meye & of Denemaroh an 

bonde« 
*^ I ne wende no^t Jmt ehy man my dani ssoldi atotonde. 
^' Ac yovL ne at stonst yl nogt one, ac airt al cl^ne aboue* 
^* War vore ych desyry mefet jfpi grace ft })yn lom, ' 

^^ ' ]>at ]x>u of alle myn londet me be felaire ft per, 
*^ An ych mot ek of Engelond be }>f part^aer. 
*^ Yor 2yf we to gadere bcf>, ft al clene df one rede^ 
^' France & ech o)«r lond, ft ech priace vb wole drede« 
^^ ]?er vor ych byfieche )ie, haue half m^ lond myd me, 
'* An « ych, as pf partyner, half Eagelottd iafd }fe. 
Edmond, ]>o he hurde )>y8, ys grete berte Wy^ drOQ^ 
And ^ ensentede to ys rede, ft byoOtt * mylde ynou, 
And ^ byude to jrs mylde word, )«t m/d suetd was above* 
Hii caste awej sseld ft 8«ierd, ft turade al to loue^ 
An byclupte hem ft eii6te> ft her fole ia eyper s^de, 
jfo hii seye hem acorded, vor joye londe hii cryde, 
An songe, ie Deum laudamus^ ey]>er in ^s route. 
And to gadere wende, ft cnste hem eoh ojf&c aboote. 
Bjtnene J^ys toeye kyages Was a certeyh fotinne ydo. 
An forewarde * among al her folc, ar hii ^ de p a rt e d «te0) - 



' To be k^ng of Jr. \ Ar. 4 Ich Wole, as Ar. 



^ The Ar. ^ And that thow 
of ail my londe's in^ felawe 
be and ]peeir. And that ich of 
Eogelond be thy partiner 



i Assent^ Ar* ^ Meok Ar. 
1 A bowede Ar. ^ £/ twene 
Ar. 9 Parted a two, That 
e^er hadd^ bis dele of lond 

and 
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Wat eyJTer addc to ys del of lond &'i^r )'ynges. 

And departede wy); loue atuo^ & byleaede bo]ie kynges. 

An ;yf hii adde in gode loue longe ylyued beye, 

Me adde ]>ox\i al Cristendom yspoke of hem tueye^ 

An eche prince & eche londe douted hem tuo, 

Ac Edmond was al to ra)>e, alas ! to depe y dop 

Yor ]7e luJTer due Edryc )H>2te euere to bytraye 

Kyng fidmondy ys owe louerd, Knout vor to paye* 

A lu]7er gadelyng was ys sone, boJTe at one rede. 

Ilii foudede myd alle gyle to do J^ys lu)>er dede. 

\>o hii ne myjte in o)>er wyse \>ys dede bringe to ende^ 

In to h chambre forene }>e gadelyng gan wende, 

)>at k^ng Edmond com ofte to, & in |)e dimge ]xir 

Hudde hym )>ere longe^ \>ai none man nas y war. 

An]H)\>Q kyng )?erto com^ ys nede vor to do, 

\)e liiper ]7ef ^are was myd ys arme J^rto, 

And smot ' im \fot\x \>e foundcraent, & )H>ru \>e gottes ry^t, 

Edmond )>e noble kyng, })at was so noble kny^U 

Wyj7 a long y pony ted knyf, yegged in ey}>er syde^ 

]7U8 * ssenduollyche he hym slou, aboute Seynt Andreu tydis. 

' An Oxenford he was aslawe, \k}tvl ]7ys lu)>er lore, 

Myd treson & gyle ynou, ynot hou myjte be rnore^ 

I'e beste body & noblest, ]7at in eny lond }h> was, 

yslawe was )x>ru a gadelyng, so vyllyche, alas ! 



and other thyoges, And parU 
ed with loue a two, and by. 
lafte bothe kynges Ar. 

' Him into the founde- 
ment into the guttes ryght, 



There thourgh he deyde that 
hastelich, J^at was so noble 
a kuyght Jr. ^Shenful. 
lyche Jr. • Atte Oxenford 
Jr. 

Ar 
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Ar men my^ aboute come, ]^n ])ef to secbe J^are^ 

Of scaped he was & yflowe, non mart nuste ware* 

Me greyj>ede )?ys gode kyng, ' wanne non ofer nasf 

An brojte liym vayre anerj^e, as he wel * wurj?e was, 

In J»e abbeye of Glastynbury, byuore ' JTe hey wened anhcy« 

Vor he wyllnede vor to lygge ys gransyre ney . 

Ye kyng Edgar ^e gode kyng, jmt \>ere ybured ys. 

{?ere hii lygge|> vayre ynou bo})e gut ywys. 

Ac ^ys InJ^r gadelyng, ]7at J^ys gode kyng so slon. 

To kyng Knout wcnde anon glad ynou. 

He grette hym anon/' 8c seyde, ^< hayl ^ )h)u be kyng one. 

" So nys yt nojt," qua|> J?e kyng, ** vor my kynedom ys 

ymone. 
*^ Vox an fclawe ych abbe |>erto, )mt ycb loue ynou. 
** * Ver, gode syre kyng," quaj> fys J«f, " vor }>j loue ych 

hym^ slou. 
•* Here ys Jwit knyf al blody , J?at ych brojte hym wyj? of dawe, 
** An smot hym )>oni Jre foundement, & so vp to }>e mawe. 
'^ )>y loue ych abbe wel dere abo^t, & my lyueanauntery do. 
*' l^er nys non alyue nouy jmt \>e abbe yserued so. 
^^ }ieniore vnderstond \>e wel, & ^eld my mede blyue. 
^^ Vor ych abbe ydo ]>e more gode, ]>an alle ]>e men alyue. 
** |h>u seyst soJ>," qua}? \fe kyng, " )?ou ast muche ydo vor me, 
" An ychylle wel fy mede ^elde by fe treu}7e ych on to Jv, . 



' Tha other bote nas, Ar. 
• Worthy Ar. * The heigh 
aater. For he wilned to lygge 
neigh his graunt sire there 



Ar. 4 Be thow kyng al on. 
So is hit not, quod he a ^e, 
hit is myne bat in mone Ar. 
s For, Ar. 

*• ychylle 



sit 
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^^ ycbjUe aiake )« bejPMon, ■ bf tyme ychabbe flfo^^ 

^ Jwt )xm lie ssalt wr }^ lyflode ocra^iecarye nogt. 

Edryc, ^e lafwr Hiyke, ys fader, com al ae : 

'* Syre," he seyde, *^ yoh abbe maohe lone ^ yi^f 

^^ Venakt Edmond * my nowe loocudy ft bytrayd tot pe^ 

*^ An let hyi» tfle vor )>y lone, bou vokoo ytj^eide tmt i 

^* \k> seyde kyng Knout a^e, ^nqMor JKiu furt y wys, 

*' An muche a^e God ^ ajen me Jkhi ast ydo amjs, 

'* Wanne )xm ast «|>y noive looerd, as {kmi '4etlert Toie^ 

^' To BO yyle de\fe ybroC, \mi .wiis my hTopa y snore. 

'' Hys blod> {mt )h)u madest asedei ssal firde cqpi on }fe. 

^< Yor * Jiy iioff e vaoup j^e i^ ydemed by ]^t Jk^u seyst ^ m^. 

He let caste ^ys traytor in ]>e enenynge late 

At fenestie in Temese^ noiise tot to abate. 

An let bym styllelyche adrencbe, vor manoe specbe ||^ve« 

And ]»it was, lo ! ys noble mede, to lute )>ey yt were* 

Jw lu)ier4n^tor bys sone auanced was ^t bet, 

^ For b^s robe & bys dygnyte was al wd byset. 

fie-^ bym snob anancement, as Jie wolde, he suor ys oj^ 

pat be ne donte neueref carye 9 of mete ne''^ of do]?. 



■^ 



Uill I 



'Right some ich bane I 
HimgUJr. ^for nake ic)i 
^han^ inyoe Awae lorde, .and 
him bytrayed for the. For 
-My -sir Ig^j a be n e f eat ich 
aske in help to me Jr. > Proy 
nyn owe. ^L. Jryn owe. 
'Nam thyne awne in Ar* ^ 
Me tellest fore Ar. '* L. Jry n 
owe. Sed thy nawne in Ar. 
if^oripe^ So that theane tray. 



tonr he let fake an hsst, And 
t>ryiiyUc)ie with ^ata JHO^ in 
toTh^pi^sehiippasty ^i|^ l«t 
him stilliche a drenche, that no 
aoyse wece. And Ais Jams^ 
loo 1 his good rewarde, thogh 
hit i nogh nere Ar. *In 
robe of roisll digaifey ^at 
was well by sette Ar. -^ For 
Ar. «• DteH Jr. 

An 
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An robe he let hjm nape vente of blod lede 8C8iIet }me^ 

}^ flsarpe stones ■ b^ )w strete hys tajlois were. 

Yor be let bym nyd hofs * to" dmwe firam strete to stietei 

^t ^ peoes fielle of ys fless abonte monye & gnte. 

'^ taylori ooroe so mooge peoes, rot ys robe ne ssolde powe* 

He oe donte )» carye no^ of ^ wynter coowe. 

Su^^ be let smyie of ys bede by )»e ssoldren, as me sey. 

And let yt sette ypon tonr of Ixmdone an bey. 

And so be was bey man ymad, as be bybet bym to ys made. 

Alle tray tors 8c ^ louerd suyken God late bem so apede* 



JBlNDUT was 1^ alone byng, as wo sey)^, of * Engdon, 
Of NorJmeyBy * of DiBnefluurcb^ & giet poer adde anbon* 

de, 
Ac Edmond )pe gode kyng^ ]Mit so yyllyebe me slon |x>^ 
Adde tneye {onge «oiies» ar be were to de)« ydo^ 
Edward ft * Edmond, & b ie ^ re n al so tneye 
Seynt Edward & Alfred^ fat in Normandye were beye^ 
Yor )» were Igmg Edmond neoAf ft ys eyrsalso. 
Kyng Knont jwpt boa be myjte best beraf do, 
* To bynyme bem ber erytage, ft myd wncb wrong be myj^te. 
And myd wneb treson, bote be adde som colonr of ry^e« 



' In 4ke ^. * Deesi Jr. 

^ Hit tsPiftWrt rOHf l^ liim aw^Kifc 

a leb^ that none coneyte 
wolde, Ns that he ne dunt 
after nener carie for the colde 
jltm 4 Lord iwykes Ar. i 
Engtiond, Jr. ^ And of .Jr. 



twey Jr. < To byneme hem 
her heritage how that hemyght^ 
As hit were by coloure of 
summe maner ryght* Forthogh 
many may do atte his lust 
some thyng, Of wrong he 
woUe make a ryght ai by co« 



1 Edmande, half brethema | louryng Jr. 

Yor 
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Vor wanne roan may do vat be ^de & vnry^t yaoo^ \ 

Ofte he bryngj? vor coueytyse to ryjte par wou. 

He made a gret parlement, & bro;te beye men })erto« 

Ac wo se}j»^ yncle no]>yng wy]70ute Ipkyng do. 

}>o bed be pe court scgge so]?^ & ryj;t vnderstondey 

Wat forcwarde JTer were ymad ' in fourme of £ngeIonde^ 

Bytucne hym & kyng Edmond, \>e wule he was alyue,. 

And warn Edmond made * hys eyr of ys londe wyf'Ottte 

striae. 
And warn of ys jonges soncs wardeyn ek ydo^ 
And wat I'yng lie adde assygned ys tueye bre}>eren al so. 
Herof he bed hem s^ge so]?, as yt were glosyng. 
Vor he ne kepte, he seyde, myd rnry^t of no,roonae*8 pfngtm 
}h> stodc ]>ev sommc yp, ]>ai adde ynome her red,* 
Vorto paye kyng Knout, & no^t Edmond )mt was ded. 
And seyde byuore al court, J^at kyng Edmond byque]^ 
Hys kynedom & al ys lond kyng Knout byuore ys d^. 
And jfe wardc of ys tuo sones, rorte hii of elde were. 
Alas! alas! ]>e trecherye^ J^at me my^te yse t'erei 
Vor }7e dede was ver^te anon, & \fe quike vorto paye^ 
' Hii bytoke ]7e qued her soule, jfe kunde eyrs to bytraye. 
)7ys word was yholde stable, & yloked vor dome. 
Kyng Knout of Edmonde's londes anon seysyne noroef. 
■t And huld hym \fo al clene kyng of al Engelond, 
Of Norj^weye, of Denemarch, gret poer he adde an honde. 



' And fonrme jir. *Ilis 
beire with cote any stryue, 
And to whom his yong sones 
in warde shnlde be do, An 
'Hare sooles by toke they 
to the fende^ the ryght beire 



to be tray An 4 And belde 
him self a lone kjrng of all 
Engelond, And Norwey ind 
Denemarch, and grete power 
hadde in bond Jr. 

• ■ 

Ecb 
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£ch Jw^te he was GoAe next, ]7at myj;te abbe ys grace^ 

Of so gret poer ]>er byiiore me ne kneu non in non place. 

|k> he was of al Engelond kyng^ wy)>oute ' nione, 

He bygan to cuj'e anon^ ]nit he was kyng * one. 

Alle )7at were o^t ' ysyb Edmond ]7e kynge, 

^ 0}«r in alyance of eny loue, to de]fe he let briiige^ 

Opa flemd hem out of Engelond, non bjrleued nere. 

Bote ys tueye jonge sones, ]^ so feble & tendre were. 

He ne myjte, vor ]fe worlde's ssame, hem to d^ bringe. 

^ He sende hem out of Engelond, to ^ & hejre kyng 

^ Bysjrde Denemarch, pat he hem to de]fe bro^te, 

So ver * in oneke]>eIond, ]7er non man of hem ne rojte. 

Aweyl sely jonge f^ynges, frendeles were hii Jvre^ 

J^t so ver, as mylde lomb, to de)>e ytad were. 

)h> hii to )>e fcjrnge come, ^ ]mt he hem to dej'e brojte^, 

Yor ))e beye blod, '^ of wam hit come, \fe kyng hym byj'ojte, 

An adde reu)>e of hem gret, & ys wille gan wy)> drawe, 

An ne myjte, vor reu)>e, vor non ]>yng bring hym of lyfdawe. 

" To J^ kyng of Hongari J^ys sely cbyldren tueye 

He sende hem vor to norysy, \mi he warded hem wel beye. 



* Any mone, ^r, * A I6nd 
Jr. iSibbe sir Ednitinde 
Ar. 4 Or of Aliaunce in any 
wey, to dethe Jr, 5 But 
sente Ar. ^ An Jr. ^ A 
lyte by side Jr. • In couthe 
latide, wher no man of hem 
bought. Alas! the sely Jr. 
9 To dethe that hem shalde 
hine brought, -Jr. »They 
of come, he hfan sooe by 

VoL L CO 



thought Jr. " To the kyog 
of Hungary the sely children 
tweye. The kyng hem faire 
mderfeng for hure heigh no. 
bley. So long fort Edmiinde, 
that was the quen« brothe 
[fiitQ, Spoused his doughter, 
and seth made the other, 
Thai hijt Edwarde^ spousy 
the emperoui^'s nerew Jr. 
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\^ kjng hem vayre yndervong, & honoured in ech wysey 
An gret deuyte tolde of hem, yor her gentryse. 
So longe, ]mt' he let Edmond, |mt was ]mt on bro^, 
Sspousy ys owe dorter, & su]fPe he let ^ ^\^^r 
]>ai het Edward, spousy \fe emperonre^s ' mowe. 
)m> adde hii bo}« y wyned wel, & no^ toloWe. 
* Ac" Edmond leuede lute wtile, & no chyld < nadde alfnr. 
Ac Edward \fe o}>er adde ])Te chyldren by ys wyue, 
A sone, jmt ^ het Edward, & dqjtren also tneye, 
Margarete & Crisf yne, |)at gode wommen were beye. 
))ys gode chyldren a;te be euermo in ' mnnde. 
Yor Engelond, ;yf hii nere, were ;at out of kunde. 
As ^e mowe ^ hure her afterward, in kyng Henrye's 1yf» 
Hou Engelond com (o kunde a;en J^orn ])e god Mold ys wyfr 
^ )7at ]m Margarete dorter was, Mold \fe gode quene. 
Yor \>ys lond were^ut out of kunde, jjf hii nadde ybe, ycb 
wene. 



' Non tantum cognaiOj sed 
JUia re vera erat Henrici IL 
ImperaioriSy nomemfue 0ju* 
erai Agatha. * Deesi Ar. 
iHadde Ar. 4 Height Ed- 
gar, and also doughtren twey, 
Ar. Ei guidem rede Edgar. 
sMynde. For Eogelond, yf 
they nad i be, hadde be oate 
of kynde Ar. 6 Here after, 
warde, in Harry the furste's 
lyf, I hure, how Ar. i That 
doughter was of Mergarete, 
as ich ynderstande. By twene 
hure and Macolyn kyog of 



Scotland, Knut of aU Enge- 
lond was thoo kyng thorough* 
oote. Hit b no nede to^eihe^ 
yf he were kene and proute* 
Tho he was of Edmunde's 
sones^ and al that with him 
were, Delyuered, he was 
proute i nough, and yet he 
was iDfcre O kyng Ethel- 
rede's ii* sones, that were 
in Normandye, Alnered and 
Seynt Edwarde, lest hii wolde 
a styje. Thorough Richard, 
due of Nomandye, Jr^ 

« 

Kyog 
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Kyng Knout of al Engelond was \k> kyng aloiif . 

Me ne dar noj;t esse, vrer he were kone]>o & prout. 

)h) he was of £dinonde*s sones, & of al, jmi myd hym were, 

Delyuered| he was fers ynou, ac somdel he was in fere 

Of Edmonde*8 tueye brej^eren, }jat wonede in Normandye, 

Alfred & Seynt Edwarde, laste hii gonne astye 

Jxnru j)e doc of Normandye, }>at her yncle was, 

Hym ]H);te were he syker of hem, hym ne doutedc of no cas. 

Seynt Edwarde's moder Jxmore he of sende^ 

Emme ]« quene of Engelond, Jmt ' he hyder wende, 

* )7oru conseyl of her bro}^r, ))at was fe due Rychard| 

An )>oru ensent of hyr tueye sones, Alfred & Seyn Edward) 

An were yspouised hym io wyf, & oure quene were al so. 

Wat halt yt to telle longe ? ^fs dede was ydo. 

Yor kyng Edmond was aslawe a Seynt Androwe^s tyd, ych 

wenc, 
As in j>e ^er of grace a }H)usend and syxtenc. 
And to ]>e ' lammasse afterward he spousede ]fe quene. 
As in \>e 'get of grace a )K>u8end and scuentene. 



' She Ar. ^ And the on 
of hure bretheniei that was 
due Richarde, And thourgh 
assent of hare sones, Aloered 
and Edewarde, and spoused 
hym to wyue Jr. < Anb )»a 
co-fojian Kr. An;, hec je 
cyng peccan him JE'Selpttej 
\tife }ej afSpef cynjej* him 
CO cjwne. Ricajibej bohcoji:* 
ChroD. Sax. sub an. mxtii. 
Male proinde in Cod. Ar. 
signifkatury hoicc nuptias 



ceUbrOtOi fuisse A. D. mtii. 
(As in the yer of grace Ml, 
and seuene) Edmundumque 
occisum A. D. mti. (For as in 
the yer of oure lorde ML and 
size yere Edmnnde Irenside, 
her soDo in lawe, siayne was 
ere.) Et tamen im hoc ipso Com 
dictfP^rUamentum (sivepotius 
magnum vel commune conci* 
linm)Oxofit>fifeA.D. m.xtiu. 
tenium fuiste reciittime oiiam 
aiseriiurt 
CQ 2 jut 
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jnt to be ]7e sykerore, after }>y8 spousynge. 

He let ys barons of Engelond to Oxenford bringe 

A jKHisend as in ^^e ^er of grace and ey;t^ jer^ 

An a parlement vor bys stat of hem made J'ere. 

So )>at jyf ]fer eny ¥ras, )>at a;en hym berte bere^ 

Hym ]x)jte hys pocr non J>yng nas, ac ' as vor nogt yt were* 

* As was to bym al clenc ysuore, J'cr nas non byhynde* 

bo was be fd clene loucred, to bynde and Tnbynde, 

A wyf, ]mi bet ' Aylyne, be adde er of gret &me. 

By byre be adde an sone^ Harald was bys name, 

Jjat of J?e kande was of Denemarcb^ in eyfer alf al out. 

By Eminc be adde ^nojfer 8onc» }nkt bet Hardeknont, 

Jwit beye were kynges after bym, as me ssal sone rede, 

))ys kyng was ]>o ^ruout al man of noble dede» 

)>o be was alone kyng of grete londes {'re, 

Hym JKy^id al Jje world ne myjte ajen ys poer be^ 

And najreles be bygan ys berte in bbcsumnesse amende. 

An )?05le on jfc vayre gracc^ ]mi boure Loucrd hym sende^ 



' All Ar. * All were clene 
to hym i swore, ther was none 
be bynde Ar* ^Helene Ar» 
quam AElfgifamy sive ^U 
givamf appellant aliu Quin» 
ttiam Sf hoc noiandumypleros* 
i[ue script ores eandem concubu 
ni^j non uxorem^ Canutifuis^ 
■se asserere. Unde sane doctism 
'Simus Bradius in texiu histo* 
ri(B sum (p. 139.) Cnute not 
long before he died, appointed 
Us eldest son Swanty by his 



first Wife • Elgivay to be king 
of Norut^, and bis second Son 
Harold^ by the same Womaa 
to be king of England^ aad 
HardeXnute his Son by £«!• 
me^ king of Danemarke; ex 
Hovedeno nimirum 251. a* al 
in notis, ♦ By most Writers 
reported to haye been a Con. 
cubine, she was Daughter to 
a 3ferctcM Noble-man, who is 
lULid to hare been Eari of 

Norihampioth 

Aa 
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An louede Englysse men, and Engelond ]?erto^ 

An muche louede holy chyrche & susteyndeako^ 

An restorede abbeys, )>at destrud were byuore. 

An chyrchen let vp arere, \nit were arst as verlorei 

An let arere monye ny we, & in stedes roest ]?ere 

' As he adde men aslawet & bataylcs ydo er, 

* An yp Assesdone & ]>ex aboute mest chyrchen he let rere^ 

As Tor her soulen, )nt yslawe were }>ere. 

Vor he & ]7e kyng Edmond mest armeB Jiere here. 

An mest roan sla^t )k>tu hem & batayles jtei were. « 

Seynt Alfen's body,^ ]nit y martrod was 

At Greneswuch )x)ni hys feder^ as we tolde ]nit cas. 

At Seyn Poale's of Londoue, as yt was anerj^e ydo^ 

Hys owe honde nome yt vp, &, as y t byuel jfetiOy 

Het let yt fityre honoi^ry» & sende yt atte fyn.e 

To ])e munstre of Canterbury, ^ as he \y\f ^ut in ssryne. 

\fe }>rydde jer yeh ynderstonde, \mt he was alone kyng, 

Fram hys lond of Deneniarch me brojte hym tythyng, 

J^at he was JTere ywoned vaste of hys fon. 

He nome wy)> hym of Engelond ^od kny^ monyon, 

An myd gret poer & muche folc J^uderward rende anon. 

So )nt he sone come bysyd^ hys fon echon, 

An byleuede hym }«r al nyjt, & al hys ost al soj 

An ]H)2te anon amorwe strong batayle do. 

A gret erl of Jyys lond, Godwyne was h^s name, 

Myd hys poer myd hym was, )7at monypn dude ssame. 



■ Where he Ar. » As 
fpon Asihedoune and a bonte 
there« As for the sowles of 
(lem thi^t slayne there were. 



Seynt Alphe Erchebysshop. 
pe's body Ar, > And ther 
hit was in shryne An 

cc 3 Vor 
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Yor )7ys lend, as me ssal bare, ofie lie dude bjtoiye^ 

He |>o;te ]>o hou be mjrg^ )« kyng Kiumt best pa]fe* 

By ny7;te ' hym 8s bys poer be let army Jjere, 

And wende so anooy war, * as ]>e kynge's fos wene, 

'An fond hem, as wo sey]H aslepe. be kyde on hem (ognmiid^ 

An slou and to drof bera alle in a luld atimde. 

Aiporwe^ \>o ^e bjag^ wolde wende vp fays fon^ 

An myste Godwyne & bys men» of gyle be diadde anos^ 

jfat ye Engl/sse hym bytraye wolde, be ^o^e of hijier wo« 

Yor to sle J^ys Godwyoe, and )>e Eogljsae ecboa. 

An na)7elcs lie wende toward bys fon myd al bys peer vasl^ 

Yor io smyte an batayle, & ]>o ne wood fae atte laste 

Nojt of bem bote caroyoe, & \fe bodycs dede al ao> 

\>o he Tond, )>at Godwyne sucb andede adde y do. 

An delyucred hym of bys fon, & jbroj^ bym so abpue^ 

Euereft he louede hym ])e more, & al £ng1ysse vor b js Iom. 

]h) he sey, ^t Englysse men so gode in nede were, 

An hys fon were ouercome, noj^yog he nas in fefe%. 

^ )h> he adde one \>e kynedom of grete londes jfte^ 

Hym JMi^te ' al )?e world ne myjte a^en bys poer be« 



'Hym self and Ar. 
* VVher the Ar. ^ And founde 
hem macho del a slepe, so 
that in a stonde This En* 
mys of Swethe londe hii 
"brought all to groande. Ulf 
and eke Ergall of Swethe 
lond kyngus Fust \^sic] to 
kyng Knutus host, at bis 
comyngusy Muclie harme 
had i doo, but in this case 



wyse Godewyn with his men 
gate of hem the pryse. A 
morwe Ar» 4 Tho hadde he 
al on the kyngdomes of Ar. 
5 That in all tho worlde ne 
myght his pere be. Of all 
his proude dedis ne can iche 
telle nought, Bute of ob tale 
ich wole, as hit cometh in 
thought An 



Of 



Robert of Gloucester's Chronicle; ^l 

Of al hys proute dedes I ne may rerbere no^t, 

1^ I ne mot ;ou telle of on, nou yt com)? in my J^o^t* 

A )H)usend as in Jjc ^er of grace, & on & tucnty* ])erto. 

As in \>t vyfte ;er jmi kyng Knout in sach poer was ydo. 

He * wende, as noUe syre, fram londe to londe, 

}^t * bym jHijte al world ne ssolde ajen by m stonde* 

As he wende aboute by ]fe see, & such poer adde an hondci 

Up achaere he sat adoiin, al vp ]7e see sonde. 

An ' enresonede hys men, as hti byuore hym stode, 

So ]>ai l^e tyme com of ]7e see flode» 

fmt yt bygan to wexe vaste, at yt d^ atte tyde. 

}>e kyng byheld )'e wexynge an hoker al asyde. 

So )nit ]>e water vaste waxe^ vppard hey & wyde* 

^ J'ojte I'ys grete louerd, ^ut ycbelle abyde. 

}h) yt was ney to hym ycome, baldelyche^ spac 

An sturnelyche to J^ys water, \>o yt alles out brae. 

'* Water," he seyde, ** ^ wat Jiencst on ? ych rede ne com 

no ver, 
^^ Under stond, pat {nm art al clene in my poer. 
^ Vor pat lond, rp wan pon vmst, ft rp wan ych sytte her, 
*^ Is clene myn al aboute. vor f'ou wost ynabbe no pen 
^^ J^uore yoh ^aiiepe f^ne wexyng anon le(e» 
'^ pat )h>u ne be so hardy no^t, }>yn louerde^s clojses to wete^ 



' Wende a boute as Ar. 
* He thought in all the 
worlde none shulde him with, 
stonde Jr. 'Spak to his 
jir. ^ Potiusj uppard (idem 
quod Angh»S4tx. uppeapt.) 



f yut thought this grete lorde 
he wolde a byde ther Ar* 
^ He spak Ar. ^ What 
thenkest thow ? I rede come 
no ner Ar. * Hote Ar. 

c c 4 « Nc 






^ Hobert df GloQcester'i Chronide; 

<< Ne hys lyme^, ac vp ' mynowe let me in pes tytle^ 

** * OJnjr, by J^e fey Imt ych on to ]^, ychelle rekeny mytt€{« 

\>e VfBiKT dude vor); bys kande^ & wax eoere Yastei 

So ]>^t to ))y8 grete louerd hyt com atte latte, 

' An watte bys ssone & bys ret. so longe yt wax an bey^ 

Jmt yi watte bys brycb al aboute, & etieie vpard yt ttey» 

So ]nit bys bupes sroourte, & of cold were ney. 

}78 grete louerd sturte bym yp, \k> be opex ne sej. 

An wed bym ?p to londe, bym ]^te er late ynou. 

He byhcld toward ]>e water, & bys grete berle wj}> drew 

•* Wyte/' be sejde, ** al meny Jiat aner]>e wonye|> her, 

'^ ^ W yt nys bote )ie pnre masse eny kynge!s poer* 

** Ne )7at no man ys wur)w to be ycluped kyng, 

^^ Bote )>c heye kyng of beuene, )iat wrojte al J^g, 

^< )mt ba}> beste of water, and of er^ al so. 

** Heuene & belle & ecb ))yng mot nede bys beste doy 

*^ 4^ babbe bym as louerd, vor ynam non y wys, 

'* Junior me to clupye kyng, myd rnryjt yt ys. 

'^ )>eruor ycb by bote God, )xit jne ssal kynge*s cronne 

** IJfeocre bere aner))e, yor my poer ys ])er doune. 

He wende bym yor}> to cbyrcbe, & bynore ]fe rode com. 

An wy}> meke bcrte pyteslycbe bys kynge'j croune nom. 



' My nawne Ar. « Or 
elles, by the fey that is me, 
ich MTolle fyght mytte jir. 
3 Hit wette his hosen and his 
Rhone, and yut for pruyt he 
nolde Ryse fort he nedes 
Hioste, or ellcs drenche he 



shulde. And tbenne he sturte 
yppe of t^e water he thought 
late i now, And be hiide to« 
warde the water, & his grete 
hert with drow Ar. 4 That 
hit is bute the mase l^ly 
kynge's power Ar. 
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Ao sette vpon the rode faeued, & seyde ]»t he abae 

Was wurj'e to crotine here, & o}«r kynges none. 

He byleuede }fe croune jTerc, sykynde wd sor^ 

An ])eraQe;r vp bys heued ne com he namore. 

An me sejr)>9 jmi he ne bar neuere ]>e croune of Engdond, 

Ac ne bar J^ulke ne non o)« Jieraftert ych Tnder stonde* 

Syn]7e god man he becom & aforced hjm ynouy 

An byhet God euereft afterward to byleue won, 

An God & holy chyrche to louye myd al hys myjte^ 

An make godes k^wes^ & susteyne ech r^te« 

ffd byheste he held vol wel, & gode lawes y nou 

He made \^ beste )>at myjte be, & to ech godenesse drou. 

Yor \» manslajt )iat he adde ydo, & J)e Tnryjt y lome, 

And YOf \fe monye gode cas ^at hym ofte come* 

He byhet God to wende ^ holy wey to Rome, 

So ]»t he & hys kny^tes wy\f gode herte ]m wey nome» / 

An as he toward Rpme wende by mony alond, 

Wanne he eny )n}^ law^ in eny stude yond, 

)« prince, o])er louerd of stode, sone he out sojt^ 

And bote he granted hym.ipendement, myd tieaour heyt bojt^ 

An vor he was man of such poer, vewe ajen hym wro^te, 

8p )7at euere ware he oofne gode lawes he brojte. 

' Gengyl men fat he rond in prison ek ydo, 

OJ'er in warde myd vnry^t, he bojte hem out also. 

At Rome he was auonge uayre, and asoyled aIso» 

Ajen he wende to Engdond, ]x> al 'pyu was y do. 

Jni he com ajeui at Glastynbury hym longede ar' he wei^ 

ypr loue of kyng Edmond, J^t ybured was ]«re. 



i«*«V* 



' Goud« men Jr. 



jfUt Robert of GIoBceflter'i Ckroniclil 

p9i he claped hys brol^er^ ¥or )ie tMQ)w ^ bftiMif hMi mi 

her. 
\fai bodi he honourode y Mm ^ he oom ^re^ 
And al }fe stude vor hfs hHte, & dmie vayr offrjmgv. 
An amendede \mt hona nyd monf a rydie l^yag^y 
An ^ef hem londe and rentes^ and confimnede al » 
\>e seftesy })at o^r ky^pM kadde er y^yue )»rtO| 
Of rentes and of londes, as ]^ kyng Cu^red, 
An kyng Centwyne & Inet 8s sn)^ kyng Alfred, 
Edward and AjTebton, Edmond and Edgar. 
Her ^eftes he oon&rmede, & to make ech man y war , 
To hokle }78 jeftes stable, amansy he let al so 
Alle Yai abonte were her ^eftes euere rn de. 
He confermede her fondes, as fielyche to holde y wys. 
By gode chartre & her rentes, as }e kyng huld hys« 
))y8 kyng Knout was toenty j^er kyng of Engdond, 
An in a )H>u8end jer of grace 8c l^rytty, ych Tnderstonde, 
An syxe he deyde at Ssaftebnry, 8c at Wynchestre myd gret 

prute 
At Seyn Swy^yoes he was ybmred, ^ere as he I^ pjkU 

JxARALD, ')ie ky age's sone Knout, afier hym was kyng.' 
ycrouned he was at Ozrafoid, a ssrewe \>on alle ^ytig. 
Of ]>e kunde he was of Denemarch, of ^ eror * wyf y bore. 
fe lasse he loaede Engl^sse men, 8c Etogeknid ^ nor. 

* ' ' . ■ ' i ." ■ ■ ' I ■ I ' ■ i i 1 1 . 1| | i 



' Daunt omnia metrttj ad 
Haraldum hune ipecianHoj in 
Cod, Ar. in quo tamen dt ^odim 



mMa scr^sit itueiorproioicusJ 
* Hinc ait scriptor prosakuM 
vkAt^ In the yere of onre 

lorde 
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Y^ vorste jer |»t he was kyag^ Emsie, \fe gode qaen^ 
He drof out of Engdoiid^ (& hys ssrewede made ysene) 
tiis stepmoder, bys feder wy^ ^t qeeftc adde ybe tu^e 
Of Engelondy & |xit bys feder let vette in NorraandTe. 
]k) Yfs quene was of londe ydryue, ^ni byre wylwrwyae, 
Heo wende to J'e erl of Flaandres, \mi bet Baldewyne. 
)7ys erl byre vayre vndervongt )mt was hende & fre^ 
And tok byre jfe castel of Bruges, inne rorto be. 
Yere was }>ys gode quene^ wy)K>Qte eny striaynge, 
Vorto byre stepaone was dede, Harald ]» lupet kynge. 
Yor he nas kyng bote four jer, & syx monj^es vnne]^) 
Ar he lay at Oxenforde, & drou toward ]fe de}ie, 
And deyde )w in pyne ynou, & svipj^ bys bocly me ber 
To ]>e abbey of Westmiaateri ft buied yt vayre jme. 
In ]7e j;er of grace a ]x>useBd, ft on ft fourty)^ ^^re, 
pys kyng deyde in Aueryl^ mony glad man was )>ere. 



rxARDEKNOUT bys broj^er )h> )«n wey soae nome 
Fram Denemarch in to Engdond, ft to Sandwycb com* 
pom ]>e baronye of Engelond & of Denemarch at so 
Icbose he was to be kyng, yor hii ensentede J^erta 
Yor be hadde somdel to Engdond more konde fian ]« ojfetf 
Yor be was, in bys moder alf, Seynt Edwarde's brofyer. 
' Sone so he was kyng y mad» after bys moder be sende 
])e quene Erome to Flaundres^ ft bygan byre stat amende^ 



lorde M.xzxYi, Knutus sone I doaghttrtoke the regne. 
Uarolde of Erie EUSelmus I > As aon as he was Jr. 

Aa 
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An huld byr yayre, as ryjt was, hjB moder 8c queue al tOt 

Ap ]>YB Hardduiout nas kyng no^t ^Uycbe ^em tuob 

Vor ])er fiiylede ' of' ten dawes^ )iat he ne deyde * of ywys** 

At ^ Lamhupe be was ded, & ybured he m^A ys 

At §ey a Swytbyne's at Wyncbestre ^ by bys filler )Mit lyih |ieie. 

Kynges of Denemarch in ]>yn maoeie were 

Kynges I^eie of ))ys lond, ech after djper^ 

\fe sone vorst after \fe fader, ]» btopet after ])e broiler. 

And Engelond was put of kunde syxe & tuenty ^er^ 

Jn worre & pyne & sorwe yooui as Sejm Dunston * by het her. 

Ac ]k> \fys \nx kynges were ded of Denemarch) {'ere neie 

^ Byleuede namon in Engelond^ \mi of jfe kunde were. 

|x> mo|te y t nede come aj^en to )>e rjrgt eyr of kondci 

'pe holy pian Seyn Edward^ )^t eneie wor)> in mnnde. 

Yor ' Aldred) hys eldore bro]>er, was arst aslawe here 

Wy]> tre^on in Engdondy yc|iylle telte in wuch manere. 

Atyme, to speke myd hys moder, to Engelond he com^ 

* An gret folc of Normandye myd hym byder be nonie« 

* An" )^ fidse erl of Engelond, Godwyne was ys name| 
(J^at '^ euere^ adde wy)> tieson {'ys lood y do ssame,) 

" And dorter he adde god, be jfofgie he wolde fonde 
Make byre jut, jyf be myj;te, quene of Engelond* 
)«t '^ Aldred nolde spousy nojt hys dorter he was in fyfe^ 
Tor prate & hys heynysse, jjrf \mi be kyng werCf 



■ Deest Ar, * Deesi Ar. 
9 L. Lamhupe. Nam Lam. 
bethe in Ar. 4 Be for his 
fadre three [/. there] Ar. 
5Seide er Ar* ^Bylafie no 



mo Ar. 7 Alaered Ar. 

* And muche peple Ar. 
9 Deest Ar. '« Ofte tyme Ar. 
" A doughter Ar. '* Alue- 
red Ar. 
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To ]» jongore bro)«r Seynt Edward hys hope was more 

f nome, 
Vor he was symple & myldore, & ' e)> to ouercome. 
]>eruore )>o he sey Alfred so gret heynesse drawe. 
He jfQ^ hou he myjte do, \mi he were of lyf dawe. 
To \fe heye men of Eogelond yaste he wende aboate. 
And seyde, Engelond myjte be of Alfred in gret doute. 
* Vox he I'oste^ 27^ be were kyng, l^at folc of Normandye 
Al maystres make in Engelond^ Yova!' 8treng)?e & tricheryei 
An deseryth hem also )>oru Normannes he Yos^j 
l^eruore myd hym of Normandye so mnche folc he bro^ : 
So )?at * bey men of ]» lond he bro^te al to hys wylle^ 
^ pat hii nome Aldredf & al hys folc^ myd trycherye stiUe^ 
An ladde hem vaste yboonde to Guldcforde al so. 
Awey! sely gnltelese men, lute adde hii mys do. 
po hii come to Guldeforde, pys erl Godwyne ])e ssrewe 
liete Jyys gultelese man sette al arewei 
An telle out euere \fe tej'e roan, & ]fe nyne ]H>ru out he nome» 
And let smyte of her aire heuedys, & made a reufol dom. - 
)>o \>e ie^ was alyue, he f'o^te of more wou. 
Hym {Hijte )>er were to monye alyne of ynou. 
AUe jfoi were alyue byleued, a rewe ef sone he drou. 
An tolde of hem ^ ie^ out, & \>e ny]>e slou. 
So ))at ' )>er byleuede alyue vewe }h>, 
And J^ulke out of Engelond he drof myd muche wo. 



'Uthlyche to Jr. * He 
saide, yf be were kyng, folke 
of Norniaodye All mastres in 
tills loade abolde be an bye, 
And diasherite Engljrssh men 



tbourgh Ar, ^ Certeyne mtn 
Ar. 4 So that they foke A. 
luered in a tyme all stylle Ar. 
s He ne laft but fewe a lyie 
thoo, Ar. 

Alfred 



«K 



Robert of Grloncester^i Gfaroniclcf. 



A1fi«d hii fatdde to Ely, & * putte oat bo>e hfs ^ 

An hulde hym }>ere in prison, * Torte sely mon gttn deyew 

Vas ]>fs of fjs Godwyne a Bsrewte ft \npet dom, 

Jut owre Lorde, ar he deyde, gret wiecbe ^ere of wmi. 

Yor, as ^ ssolle Iter after butr^ he de^e in pyne ynm^ 

An ssrewede )«t be dode Inte he byloii. 

SeYNT Edwaid in Nom«Rd,e ir» )k> l^koede done 
As bar, as wo se)^, of ]fe knnde^ as he sprong of }t 

stone. 
He dradde Tor he was alone of ]fe tern bylenede ^exe^ 
An Yor )w trayiors of Engelond so fidse & \upex were, 
lieste he were of hys fon )>om treson yboj^t. 
An, vor lone of hys erytage, so to de])e ybro^t. 
To God he made hys plpynte, ofte wepynd wel bl^ue, 
An namely che j« wule fays fon of Denemarcb were alyne. 
•^ Help me," he seyde, •* in fys wo, Lord, bydde ydi ]«• 
•* • Vor my frend & my nexte ncy stonde)^ ajen me, 
*• My fader, Jmt lenede here in worre & in stryf, 
^* In worre & sorwe ft sor ynou he endede hys lyf. 
** My bre}>eren \x!p hdpe aslawe )H>ru treson al so, 
** ♦ My neneus bcf) yfloynd, ft out of Engelond ydo,^ 



*Pntte Ar. * Fort that 
he^anne deye. M« seith, that 
his Daaeli gutte oute I take 
was, A knyt to a post, and af. 
terward a pas He was i made 
by the poste eyer goo a boute, 
Fort he hadde i drawe bym 



selfe his guttes ai oitlt. tim 
this of this Godewyne a Ml 
lather dome ? Ar. < For 
tholke that shulde my frendes 
be ftondeth a ^est me At, 
4 And my Cosyns I Hemed 
of londi both twoa, Ar. 

An 
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^* An mf ttoder ' yivedded to my meste fiy, 

*^ An ycA alone byleHcd, woder ssal ych, Loaerd^ go^? 

*^ Hii )mt of nay erytage al looerdes he\> 

^ Wyln^ alle fjng most my de)^, as men ysej^. 

^* * And al poaete, Loaerdi fcbam to }« bylened ywys^ 

^< An )>oa wolty Looerd| help be to bym \mt federies ^s. 

'^ Al to sofie yt ys ycome, ^t Seynt Donston gan telle« 

^^ }fe wreobe of my ' yncle de\>y )>at bys stepmoder let qnettcy 

*^ My fader abo^te ^ dere ynon, & my bic)^ren bo. 

^ So }^ per nys mm bykued, bote ycfa^ Lonerd, & nanmoi 

^ Nys yt yyne & syxty jer, Loueid, non mon ago, 

^jfaiio Ei^priond, vor jTulke d^ vorst com tncb w ow 

'* Hou longe ssal yt ybste I Loneid, wy)^ dran {^yn bonde.. 

** Otyj wreohe sende som ende^ & ran on Engekmd. 

)h> )78 kynges of Denemarcb die pre were dede. 

An Alfred al so aslawe,. pe barons nome to rede^ 

An o)ier beye men al so, as God ^ef j^t eas^ 

An cbose Seynt Edwavd to her hyng, |^t knnde eyr ]H>'ira^ 

As he was )>eito ychose^ er (an he were y bore* 

po was yt to uijife y come, ]Hit yse^d was byaoie^ 

])at Seynt Peter at dastynbury to hyssop Bryj^wold se^a 

po com vorst pes to Engdond, after ^ ^ wrecchede. 

Meisende after hym to Normandye, to Engelond ^ Yai" he com^ 

* An Inte folc of Normandye myd bym hyder nome^ 



' I wedded was to Ar, 
* Alon .'pooer bilafte icham 
to the, Lorde, I wys. Lorde, 
as the iustC) lielpe -the childe 
4hat laderies 4b Jr. < Un. 
cle's dt% that siy £/. tays] i 



stepmoder Ar. 4 Dee$i Ar^ 
i Deest An ^ A fewe folke ol 
Normandye heder with him 
he nome. So that with liteli 
Tncouthe An 

So 
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So }at my d lute oBeke)^ folc to Engdond he droo* ' 
J« heymen come a^en hym myd joye & prate ynoii. 
An Tndemonge hym as her louerd vayie )H>ra all jTiigc^' 
An anester d^y at Wynchertre crouned hym to kyoge. • 
I sacred he was )>o to kyog of erchebyssopes tuo^ 
Of Qanterbary & Enerwyk, & other byssopes al 80« 
It was in a }H>usend ser, & Umtij & tuo, 
^ After )«t God aner]>e com^ ]fat he was crouned so« • 
]h> was joye in Engelond al oute in eche syde. 
Hys godenease & hys gode los aboute sprong wel wyde^ 
fat |>er nas non god prince^ ue kyng in none loade» . 
fat ne wylnede enqueyntance of hym, ych ynderstoode. 
)» emperonr of Rome to hym in gode lone ywys 
Obleged by hys messag^rs al {^yng ])at was hys. 
Tor Edmoode's sone yreneside, pat hys on bro)ier was^ 
Hadde ywedded hys cosyne, he was glad of ^ cas* 
An Seyn Edward ney kun was }e kyng of France al so^ 
)«it eche }>yng dene ]?at hys was he oUeged hym te« 
So ])at ]?er na9 prince nour, yai at hys wylle nas^ 
Bote he one of Denemarch| \nA aiere hys fb was.- 
Seynt Edward^ Tor al hys god, debonere was y noug 
An namely che to ponere men, to non prate he ne droa*^ 
Reufol he was to needy men^ of hys almesse large & 6re^ 
Of more deuocyon non man in chyrche ne myjt be. 
He was lelde yseye wor)), ne in glotonye, ne in pnite. — 
fej hys tresour were ylore, J>er of he tolde late. 
So holy lyf he ladde & god, so c&ast and so clenef,' 
' JnU bey men of ]7e load wolde hem alday mene. 



'That the hegh men of the loode wolde* hit al day be 

mene^ 



Robert of Gloucester's Chronicle. 

jmt hii Baddc aon cyr bytuene hem, & J^at gret peryl yt was, 

Vor jTcr myxte come to al ]>e lond muche wo vor such cas. 

Vor jyf he adde an knnd eyr byjyte by hys wyf, 

The sjkeror were }?at lond, wuj? oute worre & stryf. 

' ]fe erl Godwyne, ]>e false man, J^t ]>e kynge's broJ?er slou 

Aldred, as ych tolde er, an dojter god ynou 

Of holy lyf & clone adde, Edyl?e was hyre name, 

J?at, as yt ys of hyre ywryte, & of hyre holy fame, 

]mt as ]>e rose spryng of j^e brer, ]mi ssarp & kene ys, 

Al so com ]>e clene ma^de of ]>e ]\i\>cr man y wys. 

}7ys Iu}7er man was vastc aboute to hey men ylome. 

To brynge yt J>erto, jef he royjte, J>at fc kyng hys dojter 

nome. 
Me seydc J)e kyng, fat he raosfe nede wcddy wyf. 
An ]mt J>et mayde was hym best, vor hyr clene lyf^ 
\>e kyng hym byj^ojtc pryuelyche & stylle, 
jrat in such cas god yt was, to do ]>c wylle. 
An vor heo was so clene mayde, & of so holy lyue, 
Jtc betere hym were in holynesse to nyme hyr to wyue,^ 
J7an an heye kynge*s dojter, of * verre londe y bro^t, 
j>at to hys holy lyue nolde acordy no^t. 
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mene. And that he ne haddc 
non heire gret perille hit 
was, Ar. 

* Godewyne erle a dough« 
ter he hadde, that was of 
grete fame, And of clene lyf 
also, Edithe was hure name. 
And as the Roos of a brere 
5pr/ngeth that kene is, Also 

Vol. I. 



spronge this holy mayde of 
luther kynd i wys. And suth 
that the kyng nede muste 
wedde a wyf. Me saide the 
mayde was to him good for 
hure clene lyf. That hit was 
better to him to haae hure to 
wyf 4^. ? Ferne JTf 
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' An weddede J^ys mayde/' jmi so holjr & dene was. 

More Torto paye * ]>at lond, ]mn yor eny o)»r cas. 

Longe hii were to gadere, J^ys gode kyng & quene^ 

Ac of op, bote of holynesse late yt was ysene. 

Yor God, as hii seyde ofte, hii toke to wytnesse, 

jmi bytuene hem neuere nas bote clannesse. 

Bo]7e hii were at one ^ worde, to lybbe in dene lyue. 

^ So ]>at hii were wyj^oute eyr, me J^ync)?, Tpr al hys wyoe* 

\>e kyng of Denemarch Sc hys men J^retned hym wel vaste. 

So ]^t hii ' grey)>ed hym hyderward atte lasle. 

A Wytesoneday, as Seynt £dward at hys masse stod^ 

* An bed yor J^e pes of ]>e lond, J^at God yt sende god^ 

Ryjt atte sacryng he stod a3 he lowe, 

In \>e chyrche of Westmynster, as men ' byhelde ynowe^ 

Hii ]mt hym were mest prine, asked wu yt were 

fe kyng }h> he hem come, & wy he made such chere I 

*^ Certes, syres," qua)> ]>e kyng, ^* yhered be Gode's sonde, 

«< j>e lu))er men of Denemarch, myd her kyng of ))e londe, 

*^ To her olde lu))erhede ytumd adde her )x>2t, 

** To • worry owr suete pays, }?at owr Louerd vs a)) ybrojt, 

'^ An to day> in )7ys god tyrae, her poer dene hii nome, 

<* 9 An j)e wynd hem payde wel, & to ))e see hii come, 

*' Yorto destrue Engelond, as hii abbe)) ofte ydo. 

^^ An )mlke tyme, }^t je yseye I'at ych somdel lou so. 



' So that he this maide 
wedded, Jn *The Ar, 
) Accorde, Ar. 4 So that 
heirles was the kyng, for 
all the quene his wyf Ar. 
5 Dight An ^ And bade to 



him and to his londe God 
shulde sende pees gode, Atte 
sacryng he stod, right as 
thogh he lowgh, Ar. 7 Hit 
seigh i nowgh An *De. 
stourbe Ar. ^ For the Ar. 
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** ]fe kyng by an laddre * to \fe ssyp clam an hey, 

*' An ]>reu vp to doun in ))e see, & adrenctf^e^ as ych ysey, 

^^ An bys men, as in wanhope, wende hem ajen blyue, 

*^ * So J>at ych hopye lo God pays, )>e wule ycham alyue. 

Messagers to Denemarch sone ysend Mrerc. 

A^d, as ]>e kyng adde ysed, ' to so]>e bii founde j^ere* 

Neuer eft bii of Denemarch byder uolde come. 

Vor god prince al alond var)> )>e bet ylome. 

Vor \fe lond was fyue Sc syxty jer in worre &'ia sore. 

As ^ he habbe]? yhurd byuorc, & afterward jnt more, 

As ;e ssolle hure her afterward, ac jfe wule he was kyng, 

^at lond was ii^ god loi^e & pes, wyl'oute ecbe stryuynge. 

i^EYNT Edifard bro^te to Engelond out of Normandye 

Men, 5 J>at adde bym fleme ydo god 8c corteysye. 

And Roberd v^ clerc he louedc rojcst, yor he jef hym )>e by8# 

sopryche 
Of London, & 6u|))xe of Canterbury \>e erchebyssopryche. 
\>o he was erchebyssop, luj^er he was 9nd prdut. 
l>e kyng hym ^ louede, ^alle bys dedes ]H)ru bymdi^dea^ out, 
JHst was vp j)e queue Emme, JTe kynge^s moder, y do 
A Iu)^r sclaundre, & vp j)e byssop of Wynches^ce 9I so, 
^at 7 bii in contenance to folyche hem here. 
pe erchebyssop tolde ]>e kyng more ' jmn j>ef were, 



' To shipw^rd clam an 
hiegh, And fell doune in the 
see, and a dreynte neigh, Ar. 
* So that as for the Danes 
may ich be withoute stryue. 
Messagers Ar. tThe sothe 
they 4r. 4y^Ar. J That, 



while he flemed was, hadda 
dp him courteseye Ar. ^ Lou. 
ed euer most, and dude by 
him al oute An 7Hli to 
gedere in contenaunce Ar. 
• Than sothe were, Ar. 
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\mi ]>et was fool lecherye bytuene bcm y do, 

' Ajid ]^t }H>ra ]>e quene hyr sone was Alfred to d^ ydo. 

And ]mi he ne roy^ nojt byleue, bote he amendement toke 

Of so Tyl dede, wanne he adde her soules to loke. 

]fe kyng leuede hjm wel yooui & suer he nolde abyde» 

psLt he nolde verst nyme vengeance in hys syde* 

jfe byssop be bynome verst al hys lay fe, 

* And suj'j^e hym in prison, & bynome hym hys se. 

Hys moder he dude in warde, & scars lyf lede her fonde 
In )>e abbeye of Worwell, & bynome byre hyr londe. 
J'ys quene made deol y nou, & hyr lettres wjde sende, 
' To byssopes, )>at heo truste to^ yre slat vorto amende^ 

♦ And |jat heo wolde Jjoru fury yre, jy f me wolde Jwtt heo berc, 
0]^r trede, ssewy, \fet heo gulteles were* 

\>e kyng was roeok & mylde ynou, an, as ]>e byssppes bade, 
Wolde hys moder do alout, bote as ]>e o])er yt made. 
And naj^elcs bii were aton/' as hii wolde desyre, 
]fai hys moder ' hyre skere ssolde myd fury yre. 



' And that Aluered her 
sone thorgh her was dede al. 
so, Be cause that Knut and 
Hardeknut sheo loued thorgh 
al thing More that Ethel red, 
and other of his Ospring. 
As the commune fame was 
thorgh oute all the lond, That 
sheo loued Knut in hert, me 
wrong dude vnderstande. 
The Erchebisshop seide, he 
ne myght let hit be so nought, 
And that to amendement hit 
moste .nedes be brought. The 
kyng hym leued of this thing, 



and seide he nolde a bide, Ar, 
^ And brought him in pri- 
son, and him by name his see 
Ar. ^ To heghe men, that 
heo truste to, Ar. 4 And 
seide, that sheo wolde thorgh 
fuyr ire, if that me hure 
bede, Prene, that heo was 
guUless of that ilkedede. The 
kyng was meoke and mylde i 
nowe after summe's rede, 
Wolde haue lette his moder 
goo, but summe hit widi sede. 
Atte laste hii were atte on Ar, 
i Skere her self sholde Ar. 

J* 
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j)e erchebyssop Roberd hurde of 'pys domei 

An J j>ey he nere ' nojt ybe, to }>ys conseyl he com. 

l>e byssopes * he ladde a conseyl^ ^^ Louerdynges,'' he scyde, 

«« * Ich wene vor hys moder my louerd fe kyng jebedc, 

^^ ]>at nys as no woman, ac as )>e deuel ych doute, 

** ])at, Torto ssende hyre owe sone \>e kyng, heo ys aboute, 

** fat seyj? he ys ♦ amaiised, vor hyre copy nere 

«< j>e hyssop ' he de]> in warde, of wan heo wole byr skere. 

** jyf heo skery hyre of hym, hou wole heo yor]x)i'e mo 

** • Skere of ]>at heo aj? ydo, hyie sone's jret wo, 

** Of }mt ^ heo Alfred hyre sone radde to defe brynge, 

'^ And ]mt heo porueyde poyson to byre sone )>e kynge ? 

" Ac jyf heo hyre ■ skere wole of echc of Jjys j^yngc, 

** And heo hyre skerynge do after my lokynge, 

'^ And heo of scapye harmylra ]>e gultes echon, 

*^ * Ichollei vor me & vor \fe kyng, }>at gult nabbe)? non, 

^^ And grante, \mi my dygnyte me be al bynome, 

^^ And yai heo & \>e byssop ek to hyre *^ sta a^en come. 

<* Let nyme four yrene ssares vor hyr sulue al afure, 

♦* An fyue vor fe byssop^ & jyf heo yt may " dure. 



■ Nat i bede, to Jr. * He 
spake to thus, Lordynges, 
Ar. > The kyng for the 
qneoe his moder heder ?8 
hath i bede. She fareth nat 
as a woman, but as a deuell, 
ich doute. And for to shende 
Ar» 4 A cursed An i That 
he dude in ward^, of wham 
she thenketh hare skere. yf 



sheo clenseth hare self of him^ 
Ar, 6 Skere hare of Ar, 
7 She Aloered hare sone let 
to dej? Ar. 'Purge Ar. 
9 Ich graunte, for me and 
for the kyng, that guitles 
mote she goon, And graunte, 
that all my dlgnyte me be all 
by nome, Ar. '^Stat At. 
'' Endure Ar. 

DD 3 " Wanne 
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<^ Wanne hii 1ygge)> in \>e flor to steppe vp ecbon 

*^ After ol'er bareaoti and heo byleue non, 

<< ]>at beo ne steppe wy)> folle fot wy)H)ute qoakynge^ 

** And ' %y( yet bet ]mnne sauf, woote eny wemmynge, 

^ Grauntc)) bem al quyt. ac ^jf beo qnakeji * out^ 

'^ 0)'er step)' bysyde, oper byre vet in eny wemme be ybrost^ 

<^ Hokle]' hem gnlty of )>e dede^ & late)> hem also 

^* AI her ly^ as wyckemen, in strong prison be ;^do. 

f'ys fourme i¥as ygranfed ]xX| & certeyn day al so 

At Scyn Swythyne^s at Wynchesfrei ivanne ylssolde be ji 

]7o me tolde ]h: * qucne vore^ heo was glad ynoQ« 

So }7at JToru al Engclond ^ J'ys word sone drou^ 

pat^ \fo \>e day was ycorac, so mnche fok )>er oom^ 

))at me nuste ware hem Inny, yorto se j^ys dom« 

'pt beye men ney of Engeloiid were )>ere echone^ 

' To se Code's grace of )>e quene, bote ercbcbyssop one. 

Ac he fe^nede hym somdel syk, &, ney ]?e see to be. 

He byleuede at Douere, ^yf neod were, to fle. 

"pe quene, \fOT\k j)e kynge's beste, ^ ybro^t was also 

Fram WorwcUe to Wynchestre, ^ j^ys jugement to do. 

To Seyn Swythyne's ssryne }?en wey beo nom • wd ryjt, 

Gladlyche ]>o heo J'ader com, & byleued al nyjt . 

In wop & in orysons, pat reupe yt was to se, 

And euere bed pe bolyman byre help yorto be. 



' yf her feet be thanne saf 
with oute Jr. * Ought, Jr. 
' Quene her of, heo Jr, 4 The 
tythyng here of drew. And 
thoo the day Jn 'To see 



this purgyng of the quene, saf 
the Erchebisshop a ibne jtr* 
^ I bjrought forth was tho Ar. 
1 Hare purgacion to doo jtr. 
• FuU Ar. 

Am 
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As faeo Tcl in a lute slep, Seyn Swythjn to hyre com. 

^^ Dorter," he seyde, *^ be studenast to vnderuonge ^j dom. 

^^ IchamSwytbyn, warn )>oa ' byst, & ver^yf t'y sone}>js dedci 

*' An to passy \fe fury yre, * nane )>ou non drede. 

]>e quene beo was glad, ]h> beo awok, of ]>at \>fs godemon seyde, 

' \>et folc com ]^cke a morwe, to se ]>ys wonder dede. 

An \fe bejmen come ecbon, ]>en dom to hure sone. 

An ]fe kyng> ]>en dom Torto jyue, an bey sat on bys tronc. 

B)^uore by m, vorto auonge byr dom, \>e quene me bro^te al so. 

l>e kyng byr esste sturnelycbe, wer beo wolde ]>e dom do ? 

^ ]>e quene wepude wel sore, ]>e kyng ansuerede ]>ys : 

^^ Syre kyng> )>ou art my loucrd & my sone ywys. 

'* Icb emme ]^t \fe here, & vor ))e gronede ylome» 

*' ]^ wule )h>u in my wombe wete, & ar ]x>u fram me come. 

^* A sclaundre ys vp me ybro^t of my cbyldren tueje, 

*^ Of pe and Alfred \fy bro]7er, ]?at my sones were beye, 

'^ J'at ycb ssolde atte rede be, py brojwr to de))e brynge^ 

*^ And }w yorto apoysony. & jut of ]7rydde J^ynge, 

*^ l^A ycb sunne of lecberye myd Aylwyne al so, 

^^ )«t ys byssop of Wyncbestre, ssolde abbe ydo. 

^^ Icb ' clupye God to wytnesse, ]»t * me to day yhure, 

*^ fat, gyf ycb ' of eny" gulty am^ ■ |?at" ycb mote Jwru j^ys 

fure 
^< Brenne byne]>e & perysy, ))at me roowe yse ]^ wreche. 
*< An %y( ycb gulteles am ]>er of^ )mt God ]>et so))e tecbe. 



'Biddest, ^r. *Haae 
thow no drede Ar. <Tke 
peple Jr. 4 The quene' 
thenne wepyng sore^ to the 



kyng seide thus: Jr. sTake 
Ar. 6 He this day hit hure^ 
Jr. 1 Dtiuni Ar. < X)e##< 
Ar. 
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]>e quene was ]h> vor)> ylad ' myd mony a wepynde eye 
Of byssopcs and of beymcii, & of o)>cre J^at yt yseye. 
Hyre ryche c1o]>e8 were of ydo, bote ]7at * heo was by weued 

* Hyre body.wy]? a mantel, a wynipel aboute her heued. 

)>e legges bare byne]?e ]>e kne, J^at me myjte eche stape yse. 

Awey ! vnele bycome yt quenc so bar Torto be. 

Me brojte vorj? ♦ J>ys fury ssares, & leyde • ys al arewe, 

* In )>e liare erjfe ysuope, Codecs grace to ssewe* 
]>e byssopcs ^ blessede ]>e ssarcs, & )>e qucne al so. 

An ladcle hyre YorJ? in eyj?cr half, ^ J^ys jugcment to do. 
fc queue jxr^ic al on God, & to heiiene caste hyre eye. 
And ne lokede no ]fyng donward, &) as bii alle yseye, 

* Heo stap vp }7y8 fury yre, euerych slap al clene. 
Nuste heo hyr sulf waune yt was, ne blenyte nojt eae. 
J?er was joye & blysse y nouy & '° mony a wepynde eye, 
Vorst vor fcrc, & suJ^J^e vor joye, J»o hii ]>ys yseye, 

J)e byssopes, jnxt hyre ladde, vor joye " wepeal so, 
And ** herede God & Seyn Swythyn, ]^o j^ys *' myracb'' was 
idOj 



* With • many a wepyng 
tere Of lordes and barons, 
and other that were there ylr. 
»She Jr. ^With a light 
man tell, and a Teile a boute 
hur hefed. Ilurc Icgges bare 
by nethe kne, me myght see 
her sbappe. Selcouth thing 
hit was to see a queae so bar- 
fote stappe Ar, ^ Thes Jlr. 
5 Hem Ar. ^ Upon the 



playne erthe ther, Godde's 
Ar. 1 Blessed tho the qaene, 
an prayde for hure also, Ar. 
* Her pro J^ys in Ar» 9 Heo 
stapped yppon the fuyry 
shares, harmeles al dene. 
Herself he nast whanne hit 
was, ne blenched heo na ena 
Ar. '® Many a weping eye, 
Ar. " Wepte Ar. " He. 
ried Ar. «^ DceU Ar. 
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An ladde byre outward of )>ecbyrche, )>e quene bfjan (e crie : 

" Vor J?e loue of Jhesa Crist, nc doj? nojt ■ Jtc vylenye, 

*^ To do my penance wy]>oute, ac in alle manerCy 

** * As yt me yloked war, in holy chyrche here. 

" Madame," • quaj? ]>e bjssopes, " \fovL ♦ ast ydo y wys. 

•* So helpe me God," qua]? J?e quene, * ** ynuste nojt er pys. 

*^ No fur yne velde, nene sey in fysse place. 

•^ Bote nou ych yt verst yse, • yrede be Code's grace. 

^^ heAep me jmnne to my sone, yat be mo we yse 

^^ My vet aboue, & eke bynej^e, were hii ywemmed be. 

]>o hii brojte byre to }fe kyng, ]>e kyng lyggynge hii wonde^ 

Wepynde & open heued, to sprad al to )>e grounde. 

Hyt was longe ar he myjte speke, vor deol jfal he made. 

Atte laste be ros vp, as ]>e bissopcs hym bade. 

And yel to ys moder vet, adoun anon akne. 

•* Moder," he seyde, ** ych abbe mys ydo ajen God & ajcn }?e, 

^^ ^ ]7at Inam no^ wur]>e to be \>y sone, ac per Seynt charyte, 

*^ Vor ])e pyte ]7at of ])e Magdaleyn God adde, vor^yf yt me* 

" Sone," qua}? hys moder Jw, •* as al • j^ys men ysej?, 

*^ God a)) vayrc yssewed, ]>at we gultelese be]?. 

^^ Atte bygunnynge )>eruorc a^cn ]>e byssop ych rede 

*^ * Amcndement do, \nxi ys gultelesse of )>e dede. 



* This Jr. * As hit or. 
deyned to me was, in holy 
Jr. ' Seide Ar. 4 Hast it 
do er this Jr. si oust hit 
nat I wys. No fayre Ich felte, 
ne say in this* ilke place Jr, 
^ Heried Jr, 7 1 ne am not 
worthy be thi sone, For 
muche the gilte Ich haae. 



For thy of God and of the 
mercy now ich craue Jr. 
<Thes folk I seeth Jr. 
9 Amcndement let be do, that 
gilteles is of that dede* 
Si then thow maistc a yenste 
me, for ich mote he mylde. As 
kendeliche the moder ought 
to the childe Jr. - 

<*And 
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'^ And suJ'J'e ajen me )xm iny^ tot ich mot nede be mfldei 

^' As kunde of moder wole & blod a^en my chylde. 

1^0 \>e hyssop was ycome ' wepynde wel sore^ 

|>e kyng vel doun to hys yet^ & cryde hym mylce aiid ore. • 

)>e bjssop * wepynde al sO ver ;af yt h^m anoa. 

So jmt )x>ru )« kynge's boncj \fe byssopes ecboD^ 

^ £cb after oj^er^ asoyledd ])en kjng of }ffs trespa^ 

Myd jerden in bys naked rug^ & ]>at gret pyte was^ 

]nre strokes )>e roodcr ek^ * wep^nde wel soie, 

jef h jm ' to asoyly^ & ne my^te Tor reu]>e more* 

}h> custe )>e kyng ^ hys moder, & ^ byssop BUpjfc also. 

And herede ^erne Sejrn Swythyn, ]mt snch myracle adde fdo* 

]^ kfng }h> ' myd gode herte delyuery bet anon| 

Bo]?e quenc and byssop, her maners echon* 

Nyne toudcs \>e quene anon of ]>at hyr owene was 

^ef ]fe house of Seyn Swyth^n, Tor )>ys boly cas« 

And pe byssop o]^r nyne of hys erytage ywys. 

Yor he nyne fury ssares y^ene was al )>ys« 

)« kyng ' confermcd her maners, & hym sidf 2^ al Ml 

Tueye God gode maners Seyn Swythyn )>erto, 



» Wep^ng full Jr. » We. 
pyng also for gaf him a non 
Ar. ' Assoilled him right 
there of hb trespas With 
l^erdes on his naked rigge, 
yat grete pite was An 4 We. 
pyng full Ar, s For ab- 
solution, for rewthe sheo ne 
myght no more Ar» ^And 
his moder, and the bisshoppes 
also, And hered God and 



Seynt Swethyne of this mi^ 
rade i do Ar» ? With govde 
hert let deliuere a non, fiothe 
the quene and bisihop, her 
londes every chon An * Con* 
fermed al this, and him self 
yaf there to II. good Toones 
for that he haddemysdoo. That 
wolde be xz. in all, hit was 
nat lite theie. Hit wolde 
fynde the Couent wortes i 

BOWt 
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JKit wolde be tuenty mder al, & jnit nas nojt lute )>ere. 

Vor yt wolde fynde bem lek worten y nowe by \>e ^ere. 

Vor gode ]>e nezte kyng Edward, \fai after bym come, 

Ne 2ef hem no^t foUyche so mache wy)>ynne bys kynedom. 

|h) abbey of Seyn Denys Seynt Edward ^ef also 

jfe priorye of Derbeste, & londes jmi ]>er be)» ]ierto. 

)>e erchebyssop of Canterbary sory ynoa was ]x>, 

]>o be burde of j>e quene al hoa yt was ygo* 

Hym JHypjd wel longc, ar he Were ouer see^ 

* And byleoede al bys byssoprycbe, & necome neuere eft aje. 

^ quene & eke )^ hyssop^ ^ wule hii alyne were^ 

Mucbe honourede Seyn Swythyn fram ^ere to %ejn. 

Hys moder wende out of )7ys lyf, £mme )« god quene^ 

In )>e a ))oiisend jer of grace & tao & fyfty ych weoe. 

Seynt Edward bald at * Wyndelsore a uayr ieste wyjwdle^ 

And as a jong man byuore ' hym seruede in ^ balle 

He spurnde myd hys on vot, \mt he rel almoit abrod, 

« Ac he bente myd bys o)«r^ so }>at be abode. 

jfe erl Godwyne, ^ false man, seyde )>o, <^ ^ }»t ]?e on bro]«^^ 

<* As je se^i in nede help)? ]?ere ]>at o]?er. 

)k> ansiierede ]?e * kyng & seyde^ ^^ so my^te me 

** My bro}>er heipe, Godwyne, ;yf he moste vor ]fe. 



nowe every yere. To the ab- 
bey of Seynt Denyi Seynt 
Edwarde^ yaf alio The Pri. 
oury of Derhurst, Ar. 

' He bilafte his bysshop* 
riche^ and neoer cam a yee 
Ar. "Wynchestre a fest 
grete with alle Jr. iHem 



Jr. 4 Bat }t other fote 
him halpe, so that Jr. ^ 
Ther the on brother, Ase ye 
seith, in nede ofte helpeth the 
other Jr. ^ Kyag, so myght 
my brother me Ofte hane 
holpe« and he most for the 
Jr. 
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jfo was }ffs Iu)ier Godwjrne ' of ssamed suy)>e sore, 

^^ Syre," he seyde, *^ jut me )>yiic}), * )^t yaortrou )>ou art moie 

** To me of pf bro)?er dej^, & leuest hem ych yse, 

^^ ]>at in falsnesse \>e tolde, ]7at ych ssolde ]>y traytor be. 

^^ ' As wys deme Grod ]>at sof^e, pai of ech J^yng wot endc^ 

^' And also late ]7ys mossel bred ])orii my {rote wende, 

*^ Wy}) out harm of me, as I nadde neuere in non cas 

*^ Gult of \fj bro]7er depj ne py (ray tor neuere I nas. 

Mossel he dude in to bys mou^, ac the kyng yt blessed er. 

Hyt byleuede amydde hys J^rote, astrangled he was ryjt J^ere, 

And deyde atte horde al styf, wy}) ssendnesse inou. 

Out al hynejie \fe horde ^Haral hys sone hym drou. 

' A ]>ousend jer in ]>e ;er oC grace & pre & fyfty pys was. 

Lute harm, pey ech traytor ended in such cas. 

Of al hys kun in Engelond Seynt Edward nadde nojt on. 

Yor hys bro})eren were aslawe, o)>er * yfleynd echon. 

]>eruore po ))ys holy man ^ as" in to elde wende, 

To pe emperour of Rome after hys * neueu he sende 

Edward, ' Edmonde's sone ))at was Yrene syde, 

|?at hys cyr were after hym, jyf he myjte alyue abyde. 



' Ashamed Ar. »Thow 
roystrowest me more, And put. 
test Tpon me thi brother, and 
nelt I leue me. For all that 
ich a quyt was by men of 
Noblete: And also wys ne. 
uer this morsell thourgh my 
throte passe, As ich of thi bro. 
ther deth never gulty na^. 
The morsell io his mothe he 
putte, but blessed was hit 
er Of a bisshop, So that ther | 



with a strangeled he was. 
ther. He deyde styff atte borde 
in shamefull deth i now Ar. 
J F. ac. 4 Harold Ar. 5 A 
Ml. as in the yere of grase 
and. liii. this was An ^ I 
flemed Ar, 7 Deest Ar. • Co- 
sy ns [/. cosyn] Ar. 9 That 
was the sone of Edmunde 
Irenside, That he his hey re 
were Ar, 
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)?y8 eroperour hyni sende, myd gode loue & fre, 
Edward & Agace fays wyf, & her chyldren })re 
\)e ;onge ' Edward Adelyng, & also Margarete, 
And * Cristyne her soster, pat god were & suete. 
po hii come to Engelond, glad was pe kyng ]>o, 
Yor he nadde in bys fader alf kunnesraen nannio. 
pys was in a J^ousend ^er & seuene & fyfty petio 
As in ;er of ;race, pat )7y8 dede was ydo. 
Ac Edward deyde sone, & ybured was wy]? gret pruie 
At Seyn Poule's at Londone, as hys bones hep ;ute : 
And bys sone ' Edward bote ;ong & tendre nas» 
]7eruore pe kyng vor hys dej? pe sorrore was* 

* Vor pat chyld was wel jong, eyr & kyng to be, 

And he wuste wel^ ]^t in pe lond ' muche wo me ssolde y 8e« 
And For fays vncle in Normandye hym adde ^ yusteyned er, 
Jh) he was ^ flfyne & frendeles, • mo )win J^rudy" jcr. 
He wolde^ )mt hys sone sone after hym kyng were 
Wyllam due of Normandie, ryjt lawe pey yt nere. 

* Vor he was in hys rooder alf next of hys blod, 

And ]7er nas non in fays fader alf pat )>er to was so god. 
J^er uore]>ys Wyllam bastard Engelond he byhet. 
And by que]? in bys de]> vnel, ar he )^t lyf let. 



' LegCj Edgar Athelyng, 
cum Ar. ^Christiene Ar. 
^ Repone^ Edgar^ cum Ar. 
4 For his sone Edgar to 
yonge was kyng to be Ar. 
i Muche stryf shulde be An 



^Susteyned Ar. 7 Fleme 

Ar. • Negh xxx. Ar. 9 For 
in his moder half quene Em. 
me he was the nexte bloode^ 
And as for the loude's proagh 
him thought none so goode Ar. 



And 
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And {'at mucbe vor )?e londe's prou, vor hys neaen so joog 

was* 
Hou ' W jUam bastard was by^yte, Icholle telle Jxit cas. 
Rychard due of Normandje, Emine broj^er \fe qoeoe, 
Adde a sone^ )>at bet Roberd, {)at dac was suJ^'C) Icb wene. 
Roberd, {^ys noble due, as he wende oner lond| 
A wel vayr mayde, as hym JHijte, matresche be vond. 
{^ys mayde hym payde suy)« wel, royd god wille lie hyr noniy 
And huld hyre as hys lefmon, as wo sey)? in bordom. 
And by^et on hyre }>ys Wyllam, &, Tor he was so ybore 
Out of spoushod, me duped hym Wyllam bastard )>eniore. 



^ Met fa hoc de re desunt in 

Ar* in quo tamen sequentiay 

eo perfinenfioy narravitscripm 

tor prqsfiieusj quibus similia 

itidem videos tt^m in Poijfm 

chronicoy quam fif in Lelandi 

nostri Collect. Vol. FLp. 296. 

After him [Richarde ti^e Iljde.^ 

Robert his sone [was dup of 

Normandye,] a man of grete 

worthinesse. After him Wil. 

Itam Bastard, of wham this 

geste folweth. Robert due of 

Nonnaadye in a tyme as he 

dwelled in a toune of Nor. 

■laadie, i cleped Faleys, he 

caste his chere to a mayde in 

the tonae, that me cleped 

Berlote. And, when sheo was 

broughte to the duke*s bedde, 

and shnlde go therto, ifhe toke 

her smok a boue atte coler 

hem, and rent hit doune to 

the foot, and leide it a wey 



fram hure. And whenne sheo 
was esshet, why she dode soo ? 
she answered and seide, hit 
was nat cartasye ne reson 
that thinges, that touched 
her feet & hure lowe thynges, 
shuld touche her lorde's 
mouthe ne Tisage, 8l so thuike 
same nyght the doc gat on 
her William Bastard. And 
after hure slepe sheo a woke, 
and made a grete gronyng 
find syghyng. So that the due 
hur^ng that, esshet of hure, 
why sheo sighed so ? And sheo 
answered, ^^ (lord ich haue 
** worderliche [/. wonderllche] 
^^t mette. JVfe t|iought,^ quod 
sheo, << that a grete tree growe 
<< oute att^ my wombe, and 
'' by shadowed alle Norman^ 
^^ dye." And after, whenqa 
hit came to the tyme, when 
the childe was i bore, a non, 

^ourgh 
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Ar I«t cliyld were yboie, a wd wonder cas 

J>e raoder m^te by hyre chyld, J)at in byr wombe was, 

l^at fays gottes were to drawe aboute al Normandye, 

And eke aboute al Engelond, I'at was to sygnyfye, 

^i he ssolde be due of Norraandye» & kyng of Engetond, 

And bothe, as yt sn^jfe vel, holde in hys honde. 

}fe chyld ek )h> yt was ybore, & to grounde com, 

Out of hys moder wombe verst, bo)^ hys honden he nom 

Vol of )^ poudre & of ]>e et\fe sturnelyche ynou, 

I 

And closedes to gader & hys fustes bo)>e adrou. 
\>o was yt jugged, }>ai be ssolde be, wy)> oute fayle. 
Hardy kyng & stalwarde, & muche do of batayle. 
Al jt bycom to so)?e 8u]>)?e* he bygan z^ng ynou. 
To c\i]>e wat he wolde be, ]>at so ;ong hys fustes adroa. 



^urgh necgligence of women 
attendyng a boute his moder 
foryetyog hym, he was wal. 
wed into the strawe tliat was 
by, and had caught his. il. 
hoodes so fulle ther of, that 
vnnethe, with oate grete 
harme, me myght delyaere 
hit oute of his hoades. Wher- 
for, muche folke demed, he 
shulde wexe to summe grete 
auoire of worlde's ricchesse. 
And as this childe was after 
in norysshyng in Yaleys, a 
grete man [sic hac candpiunm 
tur'] of the contre, I bote 
William Tallmage. So that 
a burgeys, where as this 
fhilde was in norysshyng, 



, 



prayde this William to come 
to his house, and visite his 
lorde's sone. This William 
Tallenage ft alle his kynne 
hadde euer i luited tliis 
childe's fader and his kynne, 
and yut not withstondyng 
that he cam to the hous, 
wher this childe was inne. 
And as non as this childe, 
that ynnethe coude speke, 
saagh him, sodeyneliche liit 
gau cliide towardes this 
man, and so ferde towardes 
liim, that me toke grete hede 
there of, snpposyng hit myght 
nat be withoute grete ordi* 
naunce of God. 

Imt 
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J)at cbyld wax so Hrel & 7)>en, as seyde fremde Sc sybbe, 

fat he wolde be a noble mon, ^y^ he moste Ijbbe. 

Hys fiider adde of bym eke gret joye & prys, 

fat so gode sygne adde so ^ong, to be stalwarde & wys. 

Ar Be were of sene jer old. )7oni out mony a lond 

l>e pope sende creysery toward ]>e bolylond. 

Roberd due of Normandye \fe croys nom at(en ende, 

And 2;arked bym wy]> o})ere to \fe bolylonde to wende. 

At Festamp, ar be wende vor}), be made al Normandye 

Suerye, bolde hys ^ong sone, as to scygnorye. 

jong due be was on of sene ^er vnne)^. 

Yor )>e fader ne com neuere a^en, ar he were bn^t to d^. 

And ]>ys3ong cbyld bylcuedduc, & gret J^yng adde an bondc. 

)>ys was ar Scynt Edward were kyng of Engelond. 

And Seynt Edward byleuede vor}? myd bym, as be adde er 

ydo 
Myd bys fader in bjrs nede, & myd Yy^ grantsjnre al so. 
]?eruore \>o be was kyng, gret loue be gan bede 
]>y8 Wylhm, Tor bii susteyned b^m so in bys nede. 
So y^i suj/pe in bys elde, )h> bys lyf was ney ydo, 
As in }>e jer of bys kynedom tueuty & tuo. 
Of \fe croune of Engelond be nuste wat best do, 
Yor Edgar, bys neuen sone, wel ;ong was ]>erto 
To be kyng of Engelond, & hys owe lyf ssojt was. 
And be dradde of gret contek alonde vor pat cas. 
Ilym ]h)51c to jyue Wyllam J>ys lond, hyt was best to do. 
Yor he was wurj?e, & of Iiys Mod, & best yt con]^ wyte also. 
)>eruQr be jaf yt bym, as he bybet hyra byuore. 
And sende to hyra myd ]?e jyftc to Normandye ]^ruor 
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^ erl Harald 'pe quene bro)ier, as me wende» Sc o)>er mo. 
Ac so}) yt ys» fsA ])e erl Harald passede ])e see )k), 
Wy}) gret poer & folc ynou, so J^at, as God yt wolde, 
WyJ) wynd he was in strange londe ydryuc, })er he nolde. 
fere hii were, as strange men, ■ grymylyche vndervonge, 
And ynome to albe of here, & ybro^t in bendes stronge. 
Syr Gwy of Pountyn was hys name, }Kit bym adde in liende, 
And askede hem gret ramson, in prison vorto wende. 
Harald was of heye herte, & suor ra})er he wolde 
jyue ])c due of Norraandye of hys tresor & of bjs golde, 
)>at so noble due was & god, * })an a such alue man as he was. 
To \>e due he sende sonc, to helpc hym in ]fat cas. 
\>e due sende to Syr Gwy, so ' ]>at Syr Gwy anon 
And adde Harald to ]>e due, & hys fclawes cchon. 
])e due vayre hym vnderuong, & honoured bym y nou. 
So \mi, as ry^t was, gret loue bytuene ^ hym drou. 
Harald, yor to paye hym wel, sende hym sone hys sondes 
Hou ]7e kyug hym ' made after hym hys eyr of hys londe. 



' Greuylichfe ynderfonge 
In Sir Gny de Pouosonn's 
lond, and i prisoned wonder 
strong. And vhenne the^ 
kadde ther a while thus i 
dwelte in bende. Sir Guy as- 
ked hem Raunson grete, of 
prison for to wende jir. * 
Than suche half man jir. i 
That he a non Ladde Harolde 
thp to him, and his felawes 
echon jir. 4 Hem drowgh. 
Harold than, to queme the due, 
faille sone his sonde, Jr* i 



Maked after his day heire of 
Engelond. And Harold swor 
to the due, and to him fast 
bonde. That to his by houe al 
on he wolde kepe the londe, 
And that the duke's doughter, 
whenne that tyme come, That 
yong was thoo, in foreward to 
wyf Harolde nome. And thus 
Harolde was i swor to do thes 
thinges twoo With also gret 
othe and bonde, as mep myght 
doo Ar. 



U^ 



And 
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And )7at he wolde take hym to wyte hys lond he vuderstode 
To hys byefj^e, & ]7at he wolde wardeyn be hym god* 
As strong vorewarde as hii niyjte hii made & as hardj 
And vp holy relykes Harald suor to Wyllam bastardy 
Treulyche to wyte Engelond to hym, vorte he come. 
And \>at he hys one dorter to wyue also norne, 
\)Bt jond was at )?ulke tyme, so )?at )?ys )>ynges tuo 
Wy)) as gret o\> he suor hym, as man myjte do. 
]>o ^ys vorewarde was ymad hard & strong y noUj 
Harald toward Engelond wy]? gode loue drou. 
"pe kyng he tolde al ]>at cas, {'at bytuene hem was ydo^ 
Hon he wolde to Wyllam try we be, an hys dorter spousy al sou 
JK} was ]>c kyng glad ynou, }7at he wel to hym truste, 
' And bytot hym ))at lond, jrnt he wel to ]>ys Wyllam yt waste, 
Scynt Edward wuste of hys de^, ar he henne wende, 
Yor Seynt Jon euuangelyst byuore longe word sende^ 
And sende hym tokne by a ryng, jmi at Westmynstre ^ut ysj, 
]ni Seynt Edward fer byuore Seyn Jon jcf ywys. 
J?e kyng ])o ]fei word hym com, & J>eii ryng ysey, 
He ]>onkede God )^t he wuste, ]7at hys dep was so ney. 
Hys gode he delde pouere men, & made hys bernes bare, 
And hys tresorye al so god, & to God hym made al ^re« 
Glad he was of Westmynstre |7at he * let hym sulf rere, 
]>at byuore hym was ybrojt to grounde, )>oru Iu}>er kyngei 
J^at were. 



' And by toke him all the 
londe, to the due that he 



wyst Ar. * Lette rppe a rere 
Jr. 



Ac 
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Ac ' Tor]) chyrche vnhalwed was, j^eruor hym was wo. 

He ]x)jte * lete hys hal wy to raydcwynter anon J?o. 

fty Sejn Peter hymsulf * yhalwed adde er, 

jut he moste efsone yor ]>e ny we worke ^ere. 

He sende after bys ^ baronye, at mydewynter ' myd bym to be. 

po ])e feste ygadered was, deol me myjte yse. 

Yor \>o yt ssolde murgost be, jfe kyng vnelede anon. 

And na]7eles glad he was hym sulf, * vor he wuste gon. 

And vor joye of hys de}>e, & yor \>e heye feste also, 

}>e trauayl he nome to hym al» )?at hem wolde yane to do. 

He ber ]>e croune, & huld ]?e deys myd o}7er atyl al so, 

And myd gret semblant ])e feste huld yortc ]>re dawes were 

ydo. 
A Seyn Jone's daj he sey ]>ai al com to god endynge^ 
He made ac conferment to Westmjrnstre of eche J'ynge^ 
J'at )>oru hym hem yjyue was, oj^er ]7oru eny oper kynge, 
So ]7at no kyng after hym ne dude no destour brynge* 
pe chyrche'^ he let halwy as a Chyldery masse day. 
Wei feble he was ^ere hym sulf, as al ? ]>ai folc y say. 
In a }H)usend jer of grace, & syxe & syxty ]7erto, 
Hyt was }>at pys holyman ]>ys dede let do. 



' For the churche Ar. 
^ To habbe halwed hur atte 
midwynter thoo jfr. ^ Her 
hadde halwed er Ar. 4 Ba- 
rons, Ar» sNegh pro myd 
in Ar* ^ For he wiste hoder 
gon. yut bare he the crowoe, 
& heide the deys with other 
a tyre also. And with gret 
chere iii. d^yes helde hb 



feste so, A Sey nt Joben's day, 
of all to make good endyng^ 
He confermed by his chartre 
in all maner thyng To West. 
mynstre the fredomes i vsed 
yut huder iOj And ho that a 
yenst hem ought dude, let 
sentence tber on doo* The 
charche he lette halwe a Chil. 
I dermasse day An ? The An 

SB S pO 
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})0 byt was al wel ydo, & ybro^t to god ende, 

\>e kyng feble & syk ynou to hys bed gan wende. 

)?o was yet deol & sorwe ynou of men pat waste J^at cas, 

Yor bit wuste, ]>at to Engclond mucbe wo to come was. 

Worre & slajt, and o|>er wo, & honger & gret won. 

]>e quene rel by bym adoun, & byclupte bym vaste ynoj^ 

Yorto bete bys colde lymes, })at non bete ne come to, 

Jjoru bete of byre owe body, & of byre clo)>es al so. 

l>e kyng lay as be were ysuowe almest dawes tuo. 

He gan, as be awoke of slepe, bys eyen )k> yn do. 

He sat ' vpard vp bys bed, bys honden held vp anbey. 

** Louerd," be seyde, •* J>at ecb J^yng madest queynte & sle^, 

^^ And changest * poer & kynedoms alat }>y nowe rede» 

^' And monne's sones wrccbe senst of her &der mys dede^ 

" jyf I^y^g* fa* ych nou yscy, ' come of J?y soj^oesse^ 

^^ ^et me poer yt to telle in al my feblesse, 

^* Vorto ssewe j^y poer, })at bii ]?at yt ysej) 

^^ Douty J^e, & of ]7e synne, )^t bii in be)?, 

** Repen<y mowe, & ]?er of bcm amendy so, 

*^ ^ \>ai bii ssulde hem fram \fc barm, J^at }h>u ]?encst hem do. 

Anon as J^ys bolyraon ' adde bys oryson y do J^ere, 

Stalward man of specbe he was, holy man as be were, 

^ gan he to ^ tcUen ))us : ^^ )7ulke tymc jnd ych was 

^^ 7 As mari fleyoe in Normandye, me com mony god cas. 



' Upwardes on his bedde, 
An * Power and kyngdom 
atte thyne awne wille, And 
mannes sonns sendest wreehe 
of his fader's jlle Jr. ' Come 
shall of thy Rightwesnesve, Ar. 
4 And pray the shild^ hem 



fro the barme, that thow hem 
thenkest doo An i Hadde doo 
his pray ere, Sti'ong i now 
his speche was Ar. ^ Segge 
Ar. ^ Flemed man in Noitt 
mandye, me cam Ar. 
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Men of relygyon ych lonede wel y nou, 
** An to me hem, |>at best "were, ' at vore alle o]jcr ych drou. 
'^ * An tuene holy men at vore alle oj^er mest yc louede J^ere. 
** Nou wot ych wel, ]?at ' mony day in heuene boJ?e liii were. 
'^ Hii tolde me, Y?A!' to Engclond after me ssoldc come. 
" Hii seyde me of }>e wrecchede, ♦ |7at alonde aj? jare ybe. 
^* ]>e wreche hye}) & sone come}). & ])at ssal me yse. 
'^ Vor prestes, royd vnclene honde & myd lechor's mode 
^^ Al soyled, sacrye]? Gode*s fless & hys blod. 
** Ssepurdes hii * bet luj^er, vor hii ne • w ylej) nojt 
** Her ssep fram ]>e ^ wolues. vor be hem ybrojt 
*< jfe melke & pe woUe clene. of dper * fyng hii nolle telle. 
<< ]>e ssepurdes and J^e ssep * al so ssuUe to pyne of belle. 
^< As god heymen of pe lond robbeors felawes be]?. 
*^ Pouere men, ]>at hii mowe ouer, hii hulde)? as je yse]?. 
*^ Nou wole vr Louerd ssake hys suerd, fays bowc ys ybend, 
** And '® prest np ymade, vorlosmyle men J>at bet myswende. 
** po seyde ych myd drery mode, jyf hii woUe]) turne her }>ojf , 
" An sory be, & " bete her synne^ wolle vr Louerd vorjyue 
hem o^t ? 



11. 



'By fore Jr. « Ac 
holy men be fore Jr. * Ma. 
ny a day bothe in heuen they 
were. And now ryght bothe 
hii come to me, and the an. 
gwysses some Hi! tolde roe, 
that Jr. adeo ut in Cod. 
nosiro Harleyano metrum in^ 
iegrum omitiaiur. 4 That 
longe in londe hath be, Of 
whlche the wreche hiegh &ste, 
as me shall i see. For Prestes 
with mdene hondes, and with 



lecherous mode. All i foyled^ 
Yseth to sacre Godde*s flesh Sc 
blode Jr. s Be th Jr. ^ Ke. 
peth Jr. 7Wolues, to hem 
that buthe by taught Jr. 
• Thynges nele I tell Jr. 
9 Also bothe shalleth to Hell. 
And also Robbers of the londe 
high mennes felewes beth. 
Power men, that hii mowe, 
hii buyldeth as ye seeth Jr. 
»o Redy Jr. " Let Jr. 
B £ 3 << ]>at 
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" J?at ys vor nojt," fe o|>er seyde, " yor I>e foIke*s hertc yi 
^^ So yharded, })at hii be]? biynde & deue ywys, 
^* ^at hii nolle}' non god }7yng yhure ne yse. 
** \>o seyde ycb, ' wcr yr Louerd wole euere wro]) be, 
•* ■ Wer be nolle grace do, & be of raylce more ? 
** Wanne J>at lond, after so gret joye, so yol worf of sore, 
" Wat ende ssal J>erof be, & wanne eny blys, 
** OJ?er comfort, after such sor?*^ |h) seyde \>e o}?er J'ys : 
** A grene wcxyng tre, J^at ys fram liys more 
•* Ismyte adouii, & J?e brede of Jje |7re londes J^erfram ybore, 
*^ Wanne yt ys eft by hym sulue, wyl^out ech monne's recle, 
** Iturnd ajen to hys ryjte more, ^at er was as dede^ 
** And bygynj? to blowe, & suj?|7e to bere frut, 
** ]7anne me may, wo yt • ysucj?, to bote hopye jut» 
]>o J?e quene, & hyre bro])er Harald, hurde J^ys, 
And Roberd, ]>tit wardcyn was of \>e palays ywys, 
Hii wepe, & made deol y nou, yor hii seyc )>e soj^nesisey 
^In wuchc lecherye & oj^cr synne \>e prestes songe her masse; 
And hou ]>e hcyc men of ]>e lond ]>c pouere to groonde brojte, 
J»e wreche, J?at God wolde do, nas nojt vor nojt hii \f0^tc. 
]?e syjte bytokne]? }7U8, as y( was ynderstonde : 
\>ys tre )>e noble kynedom bytokne]? of Engelonde. 
)>e more bytokne)> j^e ry^te kundc, }7at ech of o]>er comet 
Fram kyng Alfred ' ]>e kundc more, ]>at furst was yheled at 
Rome, 



' Whether cure -dfr. •Whe- 
ther he woll yet grace Ar, 
' Seeth, for bote Ar, ^ ow 



in lecherie Ar* s The mo« 
narke, tha anoynted was atte 
Rome^ Ar. 



To 
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To Seynt Ed wardens fader, & to hyra sulue al so. • 

Ac J?o he deyde wyjH)ute ryjt cyr, ]>e wexynge was ydo, 

And ])at ire ysmyte fram )>e more ouer pre londes brede. 

Yor pe kynges were of Engelond of vn kunde sede. 

Verst Harald pe quene broj^eri & Wyllara bastard also, 

And su\ipe hys sone Wyllam, \>e rede kyng, )7erto. 

Ac after )mt Wyllani, ]^ rede kyng, yssote was by cas, 

And pe gode Henry hys hro]>et after hym kyng was, 

Seynt Ed wardens nece, ^at of hys fader kunde come, 

And of ])e ry^te kunde of Engelond, kyng Henry to w jue nome, 

pBi was Mold JTe gode quene, }7at in gode tyme was ybore ; 

}h> smot yerst pys tre ajen to hys kunde more. 

And Normandy Jniru J^e kyng, & |H)ru pe quene Engelond 

Joyned were \>o kundelyche in one monne's honde. 

' In a })osend jer of grace & syxe & syxty ryjt. 

After vr suete Louerd in hys moder was alyjt. 

Kyng he was J^re & tuenty jer, & syx roonj^es Jwrto, 

And pre woke & syx dawes, ar hys lyf were ydo. 

po Seynt Edward adde ]7ys ytold, he closede bo]>e hys eytr, 

And pe vetpe day of Janynere in J^ys manere gan deye. 

AI pe franchyse of Engelond, & al joye & biysse, 

Myd hym was vaste yburcd, )h> roe bured hym ywys. 

And })at me vond sone afterward myd roony deluol cas. 

At Westmynstre a tuelf})e day ]>ys gode man ybured was. 



' Whcnne Seynt Edwarde 
thus tolde, he ganne to close 
his eyghe, The iiii. day of 
Jannare thenne ganne he 
deye, In the yere of oure 
Lorde. Mh Ixvi. right After 



that cure swete Lorde in his 
moder a light. Kyng he was. 
zxiii. yere and yi. moneths 
ther too. And iii. wokes and 
y\, dayes er his lyf was i doo» 
AI the fraunchise Jr, 

E B 4 Ilurald 
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H[aRALD ]>js false eri, )h> Sejrnt Edwarde dede lay, 

Ilym sulue he let crouny kyng })ulke sulue day 

Falslyche. vor Seynt Edward so wel to hym trustei 

' ]nd he bytot hym Engelond, }^t he yt wd wuste 

To * W^yllaiQine's byofl^e bastard, due of Normandye. 

Ac bym sulf he made kyng ' myd such trecherye. 

Ac ^ gode try w men of ]>e k>nd woldc ^ abbe ymade kyng 

\>e kunde eyr» ]>e ^onge cliyld, Edgar A]>clyng. 

* Wo so were next kyng bykunde, fflfe dupe)) hym AJ^elyng. 

)>eriior me chipede hym so, vor by kunde he was next kyng. 

Ac Ilarald made Iiys wey byuore, ^ as myd suykedom, 

Myd ;yftys & myd vayre byliesto, & auong \fe kynedom. 

So )>at somme hym chose alout, & somme hem hulde stylle, 

' And soffirede as hii no^t ne myjte al o))ere^s wylle. 

So ))at Ilarald was kyng, to wom \>e hele ]>e kynedom. 

And Seynt Edwarde*s sy^tc by bym to so]?e come. 

Vor }h> bygan jw wow vorst, as me myjte ysc, 

]*tkt s&olde, as Seynt Edward seyde, by }>re kyoges day be. 

Vor * Coste, Ilarald bro]?er, ]mt be drof er in fo Flaundre 

By kynge'i day Edward bym sulue (o gret sclaundre. 



' Thenne he by toke him 
Jr. MVilliame's by houe At. 
* With fals trechourie Jr. 
4 Haue maked Ar. sHe that 
were nexte kyng by kyndtr, 
Ethelyng he was, And there 
fore me cleped hym so, for 
nexte heire he was Ar. * All 
with swikeldom, With yeftes 
and with faire by hestes, to 
Yonge the kyngdoa Ar, 



7 And sufired thulke tyme as 
men that myght not haue her 
wille. So that Harolde to 
wrothur hele helde the kyng. 
dome. And sone, as Seynt Ed- 
warde seide, after ward hit 
come. And thoo by ganne the 
wrake ferste, as all men 
myght i see Ar. • Pro Toste. 
Ai in Ar. Tostyn, Harolde's. 

He 
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He com anon {'o vppen hym myd gret peer & eye, 

Myd Harald ' Darfagor kyng of Nor})wey, 

And myd gret poer of Nor]7omber to Euerwyk hii com^ 

And muche * folc in \>e Sou}) syde bo]7e slowe" & nome. 

Kyng Harald com a;en hym myd poer strong ynou. 

' Bysjde Euerwyk hys ost a;en hym he drou, 

In a stude, }'at me clupede ^ Stamford brugge ]h>9 

And nou me clupe|> yt Batayle brugge, vor \fG batayle jfai 

wasjH). 
\fer hii smytc to gadere, & made a sory pley. 
Vor Jere was Tost aslawe^ & Jie kyng of NorJ^wey, 
And her syde ^ al bynej^e ; to endeyt com so 
)mt Seynt Edward byuore seyde of ]7elke brej'eren tuo, 
jfdA, hii ssolde to gadere fyj^te, & Harald aboue be. 
^ \>er me my^te of J^ulke word ]>at so|>nesse yse. 
Fram anon amorwe vorte myd ouer none, 
Jny' batayle laste strong, ar ? he were ydon, 
JTe Englysse ouer \>e brugg droue \fe o)>er at laste. 
Ac \k} ]>at water was bytuene, hii stode ajen vaste* 

* On body j>eT was of Nor]7wey, betere nas ])et non. 

# 

Vor he at stode vp \>e brugg myd anax al on, 

And drof the Englysse men a;en, ^ hy m ne myjte non atstonde. 

And slou mo ]?an fonxijf of hem myd hys owe honde^ 



■ Legey Harfager. * Folke, Jr. * Ther of me myght 
that hem with stode, bothe atte thnlke tyme all the sothe 



slawe Ar, ' A lite by side 
Euerwik the hostes ge- 
der drough, Ar» 4Stayne. 
forde Ar, s Was all by ne- 
the^ to ende cam hit thoo 



i see. Fram erDcmorwe fort 
hit was mjddeouer nouer 
The Ar. 7 Hit Ar. »A 
man ther was Ar, 9 That 
non myght him withstande. 

And 
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And waste hem so vorte after none yorte on myd gfle nome 

A ssyp^ & ar he were ywar vnder ]>e htugg com, 

And smot hym ar he were ywar vnder foandement lowe 

Myd a sper, & so an hey, ]mi he deyde in a J^rowe. 

A stalwarde pece J^at was, nou God cupe hys soole lone. 

\>o }>ojte \fe Englysse vor hys dcj^ ]7at hii were al abooei 

And passede }fe brugge anon, and slowe to grounde^ 

So ]»t ]»e dper partye bynej^e was in astonnde. 

]>o'' Harald ysey hys broj^er aslawe, ' & \^ kyng Ariager 

Of NorJ'wey & her folc, he ne huld noor hys pere. 

He ne ;;eld nop. wel her mede, pat wy]? hym hys fon slowe, 

J'eruore hys men ]>e lasse her herte to hym drowe. 

And pat hii kudde hym afterwarde, a^en William bastardf 

* As ;e ssolc sone yhure, vor he was euere assieward. 

iyLUCHE a)) he sorwe ybe ofte in Engelond^ 

' As ^e raowe here & er yhure & vnderstonde^ 

Of roony batayle pat a)? ybe, Sc ]>at men ]»t lond nome| 

Verst, as je abbe]) yhiird, pe emperours of Rome. 



And slough him self fourty 
with a sparthe in hande. So 
atte laste vnder him pryuy. 
liche on came lowe, And in 
the foundement him smote, 
that he deide in a throwe. 
Then were the Englysshmen 
a bone in lytoll stoimde, And 
passed the brugge, and slowe 
downe to grouude. Tho Ar, 

> And Uarolde Herfager, 
He toke gret pruyte ther of, 
and Lelde non his pere. And 
yeldo not well Ar. *A8 ye 



mowe ther of hure he after 
[/. here after] warde Ar* 
' As ye mowe i hure by wryt, 
as Ich ynderstande. Of ma. 
ny batailles that hath i be of 
men this londe that nome, 
Of Giauntes ferste Sc Bni- 
tonus, and suth of men of 
Rome. Of Saxons suthe and 
Danes thenne, and Norman, 
nus atte lastc. And yut there 
wolle be more wrake, Icham 
fulle sore a gaste Ar. 

Sa]>]>e 
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Su)'))e Saxons & Englysse myd bataylcs strongc. 

Atte Ias(e hey of Normandye, ]>^t maystrus bet jot herej 

Wonne yt & hdlde}? jut, y cholle telle in wuche manere. 

' )h> Willam bastard hurdc telle of Haralde's suykedhedev 

Hou he hadde ymad hym kyng, & myd wuch fals hede. 

Vor jiat lond hym was bytake, as hyt wcUe wuste, 

To wyte yt to hym wel, & he wcl to hym truste. 

As )>e hcnde he dude verste, & messagers hjm sende^ 

*^ J^at he ynderstode hym bet bys dede vorto amende, 

** And )?ojte on \>e grete o]?, J?at he hym adde her ydo, 

** To wyte hym wel Engelond, & to spouse hys dojter abO| 

^^ And hulde hym J^erof yorewarde, as he by bet ek \^ k^nge, 

*' And bote he dude bytyme, he wolde sende hym oj^er ty)>yng, 

*^ And seche hym out ar tuelf mon]>e, & hys ryjtys wynne, 

'* ]?at he ne ssolde abbe in to al Engelond, &erne to wyte hym. 

Harald hym sende word, ** J^at folye yt was to truste 

^' To such op, pat was ydo myd streng)>e, as he wel waste* 

** Vor jyf a mayde treu]>e plyjte, to do a fole dede 

** AI one priuylyche, vfyp out hyre frendes rede, 

** )?ulke vorewarde ys vor nojt. & wat lokcr yt ajtc her, 

'* pat ych suor ano)?, pat was }>o alin )?y poer, 

<< Wy)?oute consel of al pe londe, of J>yng J)at myn nojt nas ? 

** Jjeruor ned oj? ysuore, ncde ybroke was. 

^^ And jyf J'ou me wolt seche in Engelond^ ne be }h)u no bo 

sturne 
*^ Syker ]?ou ne ssalt me fynde in none hurne. 



* lite perplura prosaice h(U I nimirum tnetrii in eodem 
bentur in Ar, haud paucis ' prtptermisiis. 
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\fo Willam hurde, ]mi he wolde susteny fays trecherye^ 

He kt of sende fays kny^tes of al Normandye, 

To conseyly faym in J^ys cas, & to heipe hym in sucfae nede» 

And he gan of her porcfaas largelyche hem bede, 

As hii founde svippe in Engelond, )h> yt ywonne was> 

])e betere was toward hym her herte vor }>ys cas. 

])e due Wyllam fays wylle among hem alle seyde, 

jmi four J'ynges hym made mest bygynne J^ulke dede. 

Vor Godewyncy Haralde's fader, to de}>e let do 

So vyilyche Alfred, hys cosyn, & hys felawes also. 

And vor Harald adde hys op ybroke, J'at he suor myd hys 

ryjt honde, 
)>at he wolde to hys byof)>e wytye Engelond. 
And Tor Seynt Edward hym jef Engelond al so. 
And vor he was next of hys blod, 8c best wurl^e {'erto. 
And vor Handd nadde non ry^t bote in felshede. 
l>eB J'ynges hym made mest bygynne J^ys dede. 
And vor he wolde, ]7at all men yseye hys try wede. 
To ])e pope Alysander he sende in such cas hym to rede. 
■Haralde's falshede ]>o }>e pope ysey )?ere, 
■And peraaentere me hym tolde more }»t so)? were, 
jfe pope asoyled & blessed Wyllam 8c al hys, 
J'at into J^ys batayle myd hym ssolde ywys, 
And halewede hys baner, )>at men at vore hym here* 
\>o was he & al hys gladdore ]»n hii er were. 
So ]>a,i ]>y% due adde a;en heruest al 2&re 
Hys barons & hys knyjtes, myd hym vorto fare. 
To }?e hauene of Seyn Walry }?e due wende Jh> 
Myd ]>e men }>at he hadde, & abyde mo. 

After 
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After beruest )h> her ssyppes & al hii presto were. 

And wynd hem com after wyllei her seyles hii gon rere. 

And hjderwarde in ]>e se wel glad l^en wey nome. 

So y^t bysyde Hastynges to Engelond hii come, 

Hem jxf^tey ]fo hii come alond, ]7at al was in her honde. 

At see sone as ]>e due Wyllam hys fot sette alonde. 

On of hys knyjtes i^radde, ** holde vaste Wyllam nou 

'^ Engelond, vor ]>er nys non kyng bote }h>u. 

^' Vor syker Jh)u be, Engelond ys nou )>yn y wys. 

jfe due Wyllam anon verbcd al hys, 

)>at none nere so wod, to robby, ne no manere harm do Jiere 

Vpe f^e lond, jmi hys was, bote hem ]>ai a^en hym were«* 

And an fourty nyjt by byleuede jfeie aboute^ 

And conseylede of batayle, & ordeynd her route. 

Kyng Harald sat glad ynou at Euerwyke atte mete, 

So )»t J^er come a messager, ar he adde y ^cte. 

And scyde, }>ai due Wyllam to Hastjmges was ycome. 

And hys baner adde yrerd, & \>e contreye al ynome. 

Harald, a man wy}> gret herte corageus y nou, 

As he of non man ne tolde, ]>uderwarde raste drou. 

He ne let no^t clupye al hys folc, so wyllefol he was^ 

And al vor in Jje ofer batayle hym vel so vayr cas. 

]h> ]>e due Wyllam wuste, J'at he was ycome ney, 

A monek he sende hym in message, & dude as j>e sley, 

)mt lond, )»t hym was ygyue, ]7at he ssolde yt vp ;elde, 

OJ'er come, & dere em ])e ryjt myd suerd in ))e velde. 

jyf he seyde, J?at he nadde non ryjt ])erto, 

hit vp I'e pope lokynge of Rome he ssolde yt do, 



And 
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And he wolde ))erto stonde, al clene wy]7oute fyj^f 

Wer Seynt Edward yt hym jef^ & wcr he adde }>erto rj^t* 

Harald sende hym vord a;en, fmt he nolde hym take non lond^ 

Ne non lokynge of Rome^ bote snord & ry^ honde« 

)>o yt o])er ne myjte be, ey]>er in hys syde 

Conseylede and parked hem, batayle vorto abyde. 

jfe Englysse al \>e ny^t byuore Taste bygon to synge, 

And spende al )w nyjt in glotonye & in dryngynge. 

\fe Nonnans ne dude noj^t so, ac hii cryde oq God vaste^ 

And ssryue hem ech after opety ]>e wule ]fe ny^t ylaste. 

And amorwe hem lete asely vry]> myldc herte ynou. 

And snype ]>e due "wyp hys ost toward ]>e batayle drou, 

An stounde he gan abyde, & hys kny^tes rede. 

* je knyjtes,*' he seyde, ** Jwtt bet of so noble dede 
^ )?at nere neuere ouercome, ne ;oure eldeme uBJfemo, 

* Understonde)) of \>e kyog of France ]mt ^oure eldeme dude 

"WO, 

' Hou my fader in Parus amydde hys kynedom, 

^ Myd prowesse of joure faderes myd streDg})ehym ouercome« 

< ynderstonde}> hou ;oure elderne ]>e kyng nome al so, 
^ And helde hym vorte he adde amended jmi be adde mys do, 

< And Rychard, J^at was )h> a cbyld, hii jelde Normandye, 
^ }>at was due her byuore, &i to suche maystrie, 

^ ]mt at eche parleraent, )mt he in France were, 

* Jmt he were ygurd wyj? a sucrd, ]>e wule J?at he leuede }?ere, 
^ J'at ]>e kyng of France ne hys so hardy -were, 

^ ]7at atte parlement knyf ne sucrd here. 

* Vnderstoundej? eke J)e dedes, J7at }?ulke Rychard dude al so, 

* |>at he ne oucrcome nojt kynges alone^ ac jut more J>erto. 

<^Ao 
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^ Ac he ouercom ^e deuel, & adoun bym caste 

< To gadere as hii wrastled, & bond hys hoaden vaste 

* By hynde at hys nigge. of such prowesse ;e J^enche^ 

* Ne ssame ;e no^t }>at Harald, ]mt euere was of lu\>ex wrenche» 

* An byuore jon was versuore, {'at he wole myd hys tayle 

* Turne hys wombe toward vs, & hys face in balayle. 

^ Ynderstonde)) )>e suykedom^ J^at hys fader and he wrojfCt 

^ And hii ]mt myd hym hepy ]x) hii to de]>e bro^te 

' So vyllyche Alfred my cosyn, & ^oure kunes men also. 

* Hoii my^e in eny wyse more ssame be do? 

^ Monye, \f'di dude }>ulke dede, ;e mowe here to day ysey. 

* Hon longe ssolle her lu]7cr heued aboue her ssoldren be ? 
'^ Adrawe)? joure suerdes, & loke]? wo may do best, 

* ysA me se ^oure prowesse fram ]^ Est to \>e West. 

' Wote awrete jnd gentyl blod, )?at so vyllyche was ynome 
' Of houre kunes men. vor we mowe wel. vr tyine ys nou 
ycome. 

)« due nadde nojt al ysed, ]>at myd ernest gret 

As ys folc wd atyled to ]7e batayle sscet. 

A sueyn, ]fai het Taylefer, smot vor]? byuore J^ere, 

And slou anon a Englysse man, ^t a baner bere, 

And efsone ano]x;r baneur, & ]>e ]?rydde almest al so, 

Ac bym sulf he was aslawe, ar ^ dede were ydo. 

I'e furst ende of hys ost byuore Harald myd such gynne 

So ))ycke sette, ]>SLt non man ne my^te come wy}7ynne, 

Wy)) stronge targes hem byuore, )7at archers ne dude hem nojt, 

So J^at Normans were ney to grounde ybro^t. 

Wyllam by|H)jte an queintyse, & bygan to fle vaste. 

And hys folc vor]? wy]> hym, as hii were agaste, 

And 
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